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George Armistead and Linda Widdop

January 2, 2014
Attendees: 20 members; 1 guest (Dr. Harold Sweet-

man); despite driving snow (9 inches as measured at 
Philadelphia International Airport).

Elections: The following Officers and Councilors 
were elected: Phil Witmer (President), Steve Kacir 
(Vice President), George Armistead (Secretary), Bert 
Filemyr (Treasurer), Linda Widdop and Gregg Gor-
ton (Councilors at Large). Art McMorris thanked 
outgoing Council members Connie Goldman and 
Bob Horton.

Art called for a vote for Council’s nomination of 
Dave Long as a DVOC Fellow, made in part for his 
work as editor of Cassinia; all members present voted 
in favor. Art put before the membership the Council’s 
nomination of Bert Filemyr as an Honorary Mem-
ber. He quoted the DVOC constitution, which states: 
“Ornithologists who have attained special promi-
nence in their ornithological work may be chosen at 
the annual meeting to be Honorary Members of the 
Club.” All members present voted in favor. Bert joins 
Alan Brady, Frank Gill, Robert Ridgely, and Scott 
Weiden saul as the only living Honorary Members.

In his last act as DVOC President, Art McMorris 
thanked his fellow officers, Council members, and 
all DVOC members for the honor of serving as club 
president the past two years. New president Phil Wit-
mer awarded Art McMorris with a certificate and 
small monetary gift, to show the club’s appreciation. 
Phil Witmer named Tony Croasdale as a new Coun-
cil member, replacing new club Secretary George 
Armistead.

Membership: Bonnie Witmer reported a new gift 
membership to Dr. Harold Sweetman, Director of Jen-
kins Arboretum.

Bob Billings Big Year: Chairperson Art McMorris 
reminded those who participated in the 2013 Bob Bill-
ings Big Year Competition of the need to hand in their 
checklists. A deadline of March 31 was announced for 
entry in the 2014 competition.

Conservation: Linda Widdop mentioned Project 
SNOWstorm, which has the goal “to take advantage 
of the 2013–14 Snowy Owl irruption to better under-

stand and ultimately conserve this spectacular visitor 
from the north.”

Field Trips: Committee member Bob Horton 
noted that the new chair of the DVOC Field Trip pro-
gram would be Tony Croasdale. He also mentioned 
that on the 2nd Saturday of January (1/11), Keith 
Russell’s annual Philadelphia Mid-winter Bird Census 
would take place. George suggested that those inter-
ested should meet at the pub “For Pete’s Sake” (900 S. 
Front St.) for revelry at 5 pm. Bob and Art both dis-
cussed the upcoming field trip to Montauk Point State 
Park, and Bob mentioned a club field trip to Cape May 
guided by Martin Selzer.

Programs: An upcoming talk on January 16 was 
announced: Robert M. Peck, “Exploring the West with 
John James Audubon: The Last Expedition.”

Treasurer’s Report: Bert Filemyr presented a 
report on the club’s financial health, noting that the 
club continued to regain a strong financial footing; a 
full report was provided later in 2014. “While the cash 
balance we had at the end of 2013 took a hit due to the 
formatting, publishing, and distributing of Cassinia, it 
was expected. Cassinia is an important part of the club, 
but we should, as a club, explore all options related to 
the cost. Basically we spent/lost a total of $3,200, Cas-
sinia being the major cost.” There was a total of $5,700 
remaining in the general fund, which, it was suggested, 
might be best used for publishing another volume of 
Cassinia. Bert noted that much of the endowment 
money comes from Life memberships and interest 
that accrues upon investment of those funds.

Announcements: Bert Filemyr announced that 
David R. Whitten, club member since 1939, was 
approaching 75 years of membership after the first of 
the year! David was experiencing some major medi-
cal issues and would be thrilled to receive any cards or 
notes of encouragement from DVOC members. Bert 
circulated a card for members to sign. Bob Horton and 
Bert discussed the upcoming 6-week show at the New-
York Historical Society, where some of Audubon’s 
original works would be displayed.

Main Program: Bert Filemyr, “From the Archives: 
Founder George Spencer Morris.”
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January 16, 2014
Attendees: 37 members; 7 guests 

(Tykee James, Colleen Stepanic, Sally 
Creighton, Elaine Whiteman, David 
Hewitt, Meggan Pebbert, Jason Weck-
stein, and Rich Horwitz).

Membership: Chairperson Bonnie 
Witmer announced Colleen Stepanic’s 
application for membership. Colleen 
had been a birder for 5 years, primarily 
at Heinz NWR.

Bob Billings Big Year: Chairperson 
Art McMorris invited contestants to 
formally declare their intent to partici-
pate by the March 31 deadline. Winners 
would get $200, plus bragging rights.

Conservation: Chairperson Phil 
Witmer reported that House Bill 1576 
was still active. The bill would gut the 
Endangered Species Act, denying the 
state critical federal funds. He encour-
aged everyone to contact their representatives on this 
important issue. Phil also noted that Comcast Cor-
poration had announced that they planned to build 
a second Comcast tower, and he mentioned that it 
would be worthwhile to encourage them to consider 
birds and window-strikes as they move forward with 
planning and construction.

Field Trips: Chairperson Tony Croasdale noted 
that the upcoming Montauk trip was sold out. The 
next field trip would be in Cape May led by Martin 
Selzer, and Tony mentioned upcoming field trips to 
the New Jersey north shore, and to Indian River Inlet 
in Delaware.

Programs: Vice President Steve Kacir announced 
that the upcoming program on February 6 would 
be presented by club member Debbie Beer, entitled 
“Birding Morocco: Wings on the Edge of the Sahara.” 
The following meeting on February 20 would be held 
at Palmyra Cove Nature Center with presenters Scott 
Whittle and Tom Stephenson, giving a talk entitled 
“Using often overlooked ID points to identify confus-
ing warblers.”

Announcements: Gregg Gorton stated that the 
Lower Merion Conservancy winter bird count had 
been postponed, but was rescheduled. Steve Kacir 
requested candidates for judges for DVOC’s annual 
photo contest and solicited ideas for prizes and dona-
tions in support of the contest.

Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters gave the annual 
report, noting that the trustees include himself, Paul 
Guris, and Hart Rufe. He discussed how lump sum 
payments from life members and bequests go into the 
DVOC endowment, which had a current overall bal-
ance of $196,000. Most of the endowment was invested 
in Vanguard funds. The goal was that enough interest 
would be earned to cover the main operating expenses 
of the club, as the principle continued to accumulate 
value. For 2014, a check for the club’s management 
expenses in the amount of $5,105.08 would be given 
to Treasurer Bert Filemyr, with an eye toward program 
expansion.

Main Program: Robert McCracken Peck, “Explor-
ing the West with John James Audubon: The Last 
Expedition.”

February 6, 2014
Attendees: 23 members; 3 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer reported the new 

memberships of Colleen Stepanic and Harold Sweet-
man.

Conservation: Phil Witmer raised the issue of 
using the DVOC Facebook group to get word out 
on conservation issues. He noted that an introduced 
“sportsmans’ bill” would eliminate the EPA’s ability to 
limit lead in hunting/fishing equipment. Lead is toxic 
to birds, fish, etc., and Phil recommended that mem-

The fireplace at 1624 Arch St., around which the DVOC was founded in early 
1890.
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bers contact their representatives regarding this bill 
and tell them about our disappointment that it had 
passed the House. It had not yet passed the Senate.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale noted the upcoming 
President’s Day weekend field trip (February 17) to 
North Shore, New Jersey. The trip leader, Sandra Keller 
said, “it’s going to be good, we’ll hit Manasquan and 
meet at Shark River Inlet on Ocean Drive at 10am. 
February is good time for rarities.” Tony noted that on 
February 22, Martin Selzer would be leading a trip to 
Indian River Inlet, and that in March, Chris Walters 
would lead a trip to Barnegat Lighthouse. From March 
8–9, Tony would be leading a trip to Tussey Moun-
tain, in Centre County just outside of State College, 
to observe the northward migration of Golden Eagles 
(Aquila chrysaetos).

Programs: Chair/Vice President Steve Kacir noted 
that the next meeting was scheduled for February 20, 
at Palmyra Cove Nature Center, with a presentation by 
Scott Whittle and Tom Stephenson on the identifica-
tion of wood-warblers (Family Parulidae). On March 
6, Robert DeCondido would present “The Vultures of 
Nepal”, and on March 20, Deb Allen on “Birding Cen-
tral Park through the seasons.”

Announcements: Marty Dellwo mentioned that 
Paul Guris’s niece entered a cake competition, with a 
cake decorated in birds. The competition was planned 
for 10 am–2 pm at the Philadelphia Zoo on February 
15. Al Driscoll offered for sale ($5), a copy of Oliver 

Austin et al.’s Birds of the World (1961), with these 
proceeds going to DVOC. Phil Witmer encouraged 
members to participate in the Great Backyard Bird 
Count, scheduled for February 15–18. He also encour-
aged folks to sign up for the 2014 Billings Competi-
tion. Only Phil and George Armistead had signed up 
already.

Main Program: Debbie Beer, “Birding Morocco: 
Wings on the Edge of the Sahara.”

February 20, 2014
Attendees: 29 members; 13 guests (Blake Goll, Lou 

Hohn, Sally Creighton, Matthew and Rhianna Klewin, 
Margaret Atack, Jessica Pellien, Sasha Freeman, Kim 
Sheridan, Jim Austin-Cole, and speakers Scott Whittle 
and Tom Stephenson).

Membership: Bonnie Witmer reported new appli-
cations from Leland Graves and Rick Wright.

Youth Birding: Edie Parnum noted the establish-
ment of a DVOC Scholarship for $900 for Camp Avo-
cet, a camp for young birders run by the American 
Birding Association (ABA). She noted that we still 
needed $300 plus transportation costs, and promised 
more information on this as it develops.

Conservation: Phil Witmer recommended an 
article by Robert Brulle (Drexel University), recently 
published in the journal Climatic Change: “Institu-
tionalizing delay: foundation funding and the creation 
of U.S. climate change counter-movement organiza-

tions.”
Field Trips: Marty Dellwo acknowl-

edged the recently concluded trip on 
February 17, to New Jersey’s North 
Shore, led by Sandra Keller, and 
announced a joint trip to Indian River 
Inlet with Wyncote Audubon, led by 
Martin Selzer and scheduled for Febru-
ary 22.

Programs: Steve Kacir announced 
the next two programs: Robert DeCan-
dido, “The Vultures of Nepal” on March 
6, and Deb Allen, “Central Park: Birds 
Through the Seasons” on March 20.

Announcements: Phil Witmer 
announced with regret the sad news 
of the passing of Helen S. Reeves, wife 
of DVOC member Tom Reeves. Ser-
vices were set for February 21 at 10 am 
at the Reformation Lutheran Church 

A note from J. Harris Reed to Witmer Stone, dated April 28, 1890: “Dear Mr. 
Stone, We will have a meeting this evening, you will probably get a notice from 
Rhoads, if not please meet me N.W. Cor. 7th & Arch Sts. at 8 ‘oclock, and we will 
go together. The meeting will be held on 7th St. above Arch St. I do not know the 
number yet, or I would direct you. Very truly, Reed.” (ANSP Archives, Collection 
570).
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in Media, PA. Phil mentioned that going forward, he 
hoped to reduce the time typically involved with the 
business segment of club meetings. In the future the 
goal would be to keep the business portion to under 
30 minutes, to allow more time for speakers and for 
socializing. Phil announced that at 6 pm on Friday, 
May 9, is the “Benefit for the Birds” fundraising gala 
for Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, held at the Bear Creek 
Mountain Resort in Macungie, PA. As in previous 
meetings, Phil urged members to contact their repre-
sentatives regarding the “sportsmans’ bill” (PA House 
Bill 1576) which would prevent the EPA from regulat-
ing lead contamination, among other things, devastat-
ing the Endangered Species Act in PA and costing the 
state federal funding. Scott Weidensaul is urging PA 
bird enthusiasts to contact representatives regarding 
the companion Senate bill, which has not yet passed. 
Robert Gallardo has a Honduras field guide in the 
works and a hummingbird tour coming up. Mike 
Zickler noted that on March 2, the Friends of Tay-
lor’s Island off of Taylor’s Lane were hosting an event. 
Mike O’Brien announced that he still has two blue-
bird houses for sale. The houses should be put up by 
March 1, but can be put up as late as April 1. They cost 
$25, and the funds go to charity (Little Sisters of the 
Poor). Steve Kacir noted that the club is still in need 
of judges for the Annual Photo Contest. Mike Fritz is 
one, but two more are needed. Art McMorris said that 
the Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) nesting season 
was underway, and he requested information on nests, 
particularly those at cliffs. Only a few (~4) cliff nesters 
are known in Pennsylvania.

Main Program: Scott Whittle and Tom Stephenson 
(Authors of The Warbler Guide), “Using Often Over-
looked ID Points to Identify Confusing Warblers.”

March 6, 2014
Attendees: 27 members; 4 guests (Kim Sheridan, 

Paulo Boute, and speakers Deb Allen and Robert 
DeCandido).

Membership: Committee chair Bonnie Witmer 
announced that applications from Rick Wright and 
Leland Graves were approved by Council and that 
a new application had been received from Jason 
Waander.

Cassinia: Editor Dave Long noted that the next 
issue (74/75) would be a double issue to get us caught 
up through 2013. A fall publication date is expected.

Programs: Vice president Steve Kacir announced 
the speaker on March 20 would be Deb Allen, “Cen-
tral Park birds through the seasons,” and that on April 
3, Treasurer Bert Filemyr would give a talk on “Host-
ing a Wintering Hummingbird.” Steve noted that the 
Warbler workshop to be held on 26 April with Scott 
Whittle and Tom Stephenson was in need of a couple 
more leaders, and solicited volunteers to contact him.

Bob Billings Big Year: Committee chair Art 
McMorris announced the winners of the 2013 Billings 
award: a tie between Patty Rehn and Linda Widdop. 
Mrs. Billings will attend the April 3 meeting that will 
include a summary of the year’s birding from both 
Patty and Linda. The deadline for announcing partici-
pation in 2014 is March 31.

Conservation: Chair Phil Witmer noted the latest 
on House Bill 1576. He also reported that the “Paton 
Center for Hummingbirds” in Patagonia, AZ has been 
preserved through the efforts of Tucson Audubon, 
American Bird Conservancy, and Victor Emmanuel 
Nature Tours.

Field Trips: Committee chair Tony Croasdale 
announced upcoming trips to Tussey Mountain (Cen-
tre Co., PA) where sometimes up to 30 Golden Eagles 
may be seen in a single day. This year’s trip is the 2nd 
weekend in March, prime time for Golden Eagles.

Announcements: Paul Guris announced an 
upcoming pelagic adventure. Secretary George 
Armistead announced that Friends of Heinz Refuge 
were holding a Darby Creek Clean-up on April 26. 
Phil Witmer announced the recent passing of Council 
member Win Shafer’s father, a generous gift of sup-
port from Rob Bierregaard’s wife for Cassinia, and on 
March 22, a free film event on birds at Patuxent Wild-
life Research Center in Maryland.

Main Program: Steve Kacir introduced the eve-
ning speaker: Robert DeCandido, “Raptor Migration 
in Nepal (and Vultures too).”

March 20, 2014
Attendees: 23 members; 6 guests.
Membership: Committee chair Bonnie Witmer 

noted new applications from Sophie Vinning (present 
at the meeting), Kim Sheriden, and Jennifer Cross.

Conservation: Art McMorris noted that House 
Bill 1576, as of now, appears dead, but that victory is 
likely only temporary. Be aware of a new bill, which 
could come back at any time and similarly threaten the 
Endangered Species Act within the state.
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Field Trips: Tony Croasdale reported that on 
the Tussey Mountain field trip, a total of 18 Golden 
Eagles were seen over 4 hours of watching. He noted 
the upcoming April 19 bird walk at West Laurel Hill 
Cemetery and that on April 26, the Bartram’s Gar-
den “Birding Smackdown” would take place, led by 
none other than Tony himself. He also stated that Bob 
Horton would be leading a June 19 field trip to Lake-
hurst Naval Air Station to search for Upland Sandpip-
ers (Bartramia longicauda) among other birds. Chris 
Walters reported on the March 8 field trip to Barnegat 
Lighthouse, led by Brian Quindlen, that enjoyed sight-
ings of Harlequin Ducks (Histrionicus histrionicus), 
and later they found 2 Snowy Owls at the Edwin B. 
Forsythe NWR (Brigantine division).

Programs: Steve Kacir noted that at the next meet-
ing, Bert Filemyr would talk on “Hosting a Wintering 
Hummingbird.”

Youth Birding: Steve Kacir on behalf of Cindy 
Ahern announced the Adam J. Sabatine Youth Bird-
ing Scholarship, which in 2014 would be a $900 gift 
towards the winner to attend the ABA’s Camp Avocet 
in DE.

Announcements: Steve Kacir announced that 
David Sibley would be signing copies of his new 
field guide (The Sibley Guide to Birds, 2nd edition) 
on March 23 at the Free Library of Philadelphia. He 
also announced that the judges for the 2014 photo 
contest would be Andy Curtis, Mike Fritz, and Anita 
Guris, among others. He also solicited submissions for 
photos to Cassinia for last four years. Gregg Gorton 
informed members of a new book by area native Andy 
Mack, entitled Searching for Pekpek, which is about his 
research on cassowaries (Casuarius spp.) and conser-
vation of their habitats in Papua New Guinea. Tony 
Croasdale invited all members for mirth and merri-
ment following the meeting at Cherry Street Tavern. 
Guest speaker Laura Chamberlain from the Manomet 
Center for Conservation Sciences, spoke about her 
shorebird conservation work, specifically her efforts to 
keep horseshoe crabs that had turned over. She sought 
volunteer crab-flippers from our membership, and 
volunteers for their steward project, which involves 
hosting visitors on the beaches of the Delaware Bay, 
to inform them about the wildlife there. There is a 
training on May 4. Linda Widdop noted that on April 
1 from 6–7pm, there would be a panel discussion on 
“Big Years” held at the Natural Lands Trust involving 
herself and several other club members.

Main Program: Steve Kacir introduced the evening 
speaker: Deb Allen, “Central Park birds through the 
seasons.”

April 3, 2014
Attendees: 25 members; 8 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced an appli-

cation from Matthew Halley. New members accepted 
by Council in this period are Jennifer Cross, Kim Sher-
idan, and Sophie Vining.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop, Gregg Gorton, Steve 
Mattan, and Patty Rehn volunteered to lead walks on 
Warbler Weekend.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris introduced 
the winners of the 2013 Billings Big Year Award, a 
tie between Patty Rehn and Linda Widdop. He also 
introduced Liz Billings and Karen Walters (widow and 
daughter of Bob Billings, respectively). Eleven people 
are signed up for the 2014 Billings Big Year. Patty and 
Linda made a presentation about their 2013 Billings 
Big Year experiences.

Announcements: Phil Witmer announced that 
when the Council met in February 2014, it was agreed 
to change the process by which applicants apply and 
enter as members of DVOC. A change of bylaws is 
required to fully implement these changes, and this 
process has begun. The by-law changes are estimated 
to take from six months to a year. In the meantime a 
streamlined process would be implemented, in com-
pliance with the current bylaws. On receipt of an appli-
cation, the applicant’s name would be read at the next 
meeting; following an announcement, the application 
would be submitted to Council. Council would only 
need to respond if there was an objection. Barring any 
objections, after one week, the application would be 
accepted, and the new member would be notified. Phil 
Witmer called on Linda Widdop for an announce-
ment regarding “Return the Favor,” the Delaware Bay 
Horseshoe Crab rescue project. It was planned to meet 
for an informal dinner on May 31, search for owls and 
rails, and then head to Reed’s Beach, where Phil and 
Linda would lead a walk at 11pm, the night of a high 
tide and full moon. The John James Audubon Center 
at Mill Grove would be hosting an opening to the exhi-
bition, “Drawn from Nature,” on April 18 at 5–8pm. 
The exhibit would remain open until April 27, and 
featured an installation commemorating the death 
of the last Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius). 
Mike O’Brien announced that Holy Family Home 
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was asking for donations of binoculars, birding books, 
etc. Phil Witmer announced that Wyncote Audubon 
would be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
Wyncote Bird Club, with an event to be held at Briar 
Bush Nature Center. Phil Witmer announced a Birds 
of Paradise exhibit at the Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Drexel University, which will take place from May 
through September. Tony Croasdale announced that 
all are invited to join the post-meeting gathering at the 
Cherry Tavern.

Main Program: Steve Kacir introduced Bert File-
myr, “Hosting a Wintering Hummingbird.”

April 17, 2014
Attendees: There were a total of 85 people in atten-

dance at the meeting. Phil announced that we have an 
abbreviated meeting in order to get to the main pro-
gram.

Conservation: Phil announced that HB 1576 had 
been sent back to committee for revision and would 
be resubmitted in the future. Phil announced that we 
would not have a DVOC World Series of Birding Team 
in 2014. He noted that it is a huge commitment, and 
it has been difficult to find enough people to have a 
team this year.

Announcements: Tri-State Bird Rescue and 
Research would be holding their annual Open House 
on Saturday May 4, 2014.

Main Program: Steve Kacir introduced Scott 
Whittle and Tom Stephenson, authors of The Warbler 
Guide. He stated that the authors had just participated 
in a “Photography Big Day,” during which they took 
photographs of 209 species. He thanked Debbie Beer 
and Friends of Heinz Refuge for their collaboration 
with DVOC in setting up the “Warbler Workshop 
Weekend.” Their talk on “Identifying and Learning 
Vocalizations” would kick off the weekend, and would 
be followed by a guided Warbler Walk in Belleplain 
State Forest, NJ, on Saturday April 26, and numerous 
walks guided by DVOC volunteers at Heinz NWR on 
April 27.

May 1, 2014
Attendees: 24 members; 8 guests.
Youth Birding: Committee member Anita Guris 

passed on information on the DVOC youth scholar-
ship for the American Birding Association’s Camp 
Avocet by DVOC Council, noting that applications 

were being received and that the winner would be 
announced in June.

Field Trips: Steve Kacir promoted his upcom-
ing trip to DE, Saturday May 3, departing at 3:30 am 
(!), the main target being King Rail (Rallus elegans) 
in 1000-acre marsh by the Reedy Point Bridge. He 
also noted that on May 12, Sandra Keller would lead 
a field trip in Gloucester County, on May 17 Martin 
Selzer would lead a field trip to Brandywine Creek 
State Park, and also on May 17, Win Shafer would 
lead a trip to Ridley Creek State Park. Tony Croasdale 
reported that his Bartram’s Garden “Birding Smack-
down” had good attendance, and outstanding birds 
included Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius), North-
ern Parula (Setophaga americana), and Red-necked 
Grebe (Podiceps grisegena). Steve Kacir reported that 
on the Warbler workshop at Heinz NWR, they enjoyed 
sightings of a Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) 
at its nest and a first-year male Hooded Merganser 
(Lophodytes cucullatus).

Programs: Steve Kacir noted that at next meeting 
Martin Selzer will present on “Tanzania Birding and 
Wildlife” and that at the next meeting Doug Goodall 
will present “Costa Rica - Nature’s Paradise.”

Announcements: Phil Witmer congratulated all 
involved in organizing, and all who participated in, 
the warbler weekend workshop with Scott Whittle and 
Tom Stephenson. Anita Guris announced the sale of 
copies of the movie “Birder’s Guide to Everything” for 
$15, with all proceeds going to DVOC’s youth bird-
ing program. Bob Mercer solicited volunteers for the 
May 10 migratory bird count. Chris Walters, freshly 
back from birding the upper coast of Texas, recom-
mended it highly to all members and encouraged visits 
in particular to High Island, Anahuac NWR and Boli-
var Flats. Bonnie Witmer noted that there are were 
number of plant sales this weekend including those at 
Jenkins Arboretum and Hawk Mountain.

Main Program: Matthew Halley, “Population 
genetics and behavioral studies reveal the complex 
social life of the Veery (Catharus fuscescens), a secre-
tive migratory songbird.”

May 15, 2014
Attendees: 18 members; 8 guests.
Programs: Vice President Steve Kacir noted that 

at the June 5 meeting, Doug Goodell would speak on 
“Costa Rica –Nature’s Paradise.” After that would be 
the DVOC summer hiatus, with informal meetings 



Cassinia84

Abstracts of the Proceedings (2014–2016)

until regular meetings resume in the fall. The DVOC 
picnic was scheduled for June 21 at the Guris’s house. 
The July 10 summer meeting would be held at the 
Schuylkill Center, focusing on Cassinia.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale mentioned two 
upcoming field trips on May 17. Win Shafer would 
lead a trip at Ridley Creek State Park, and Martin Sel-
zer would lead a field trip at Brandywine Creek State 
Park. On Saturday May 31, Cindy Ahern would lead a 
trip to the Tannersville Cranberry Bog, and on June 
15, Steve Kacir would lead a trip to search for boom-
ing Common Nighthawks (Chordeiles minor). Win 
Shafer announced a weekend of birding at Camp 
Susquehanna on June 13–15. Phil Witmer noted that 
DVOC would be participating in a trip to Reed’s Beach 
for Crab-flipping on June 7, to help Horseshoe Crabs 
that had turned over in the surf while laying eggs, that 
would otherwise become stranded and die.

Announcements: President Phil Witmer noted 
that he would miss the next meeting, and in his 
absence, Steve Kacir would preside. He also noted that 
member Al Bilheimer’s wife Nancy was dealing with a 
serious illness and recommended reaching out to her 
to extend best wishes. He also passed on information 
from Debbie Beer about an opportunity to volunteer 
on marsh bird surveys in PA.

Main Program: Martin Selzer, “Tanzania Birding 
and Wildlife.”

June 5, 2014
Attendees: 39 members.
Membership: Steve Kacir welcomed new appli-

cant, Dorothy Downey, who also made a contribution 
to club.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale announced upcoming 
trips. On June 7, a horseshoe crab flipping and tagging 

A pencil sketch made by DVOC founder William Baily in 1890, to commemorate “The famous night when Baily called off the May 
list, for April Sheet, Reed recording it.”
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expedition to the Delaware Bay led by Phil Witmer 
and Linda Widdop. Steve Kacir would be leading a trip 
on June 14–15 at Wharton State Forest, in search of 
booming of nighthawks and other nightjars. The Lake-
hurst trip to see Upland Sandpiper was announced as 
full. Tony also announced that he was planning a trip 
to Brazil, to the Atlantic Forest, Ubatuba, Pantanal, etc.

Programs: Steve Kacir noted summer meetings 
would be July 10 at the Schuylkill Center, with a focus 
on the club’s journal, Cassinia. On August 9, at Green 
Lane Reservoir, there would be a fundraiser for the 
Youth Birding Scholarship where the formal award 
would be presented to James Familetti.

 Announcements: Tony Croasdale announced that 
the official opening of Cobb’s Creek Communitiy 
Environmental Education Center would be the fol-
lowing day, Friday June 6 at 6–8pm. George Armistead 
noted that Dr. Jason Weckstein had been hired as an 
Associate Professor at Drexel University and Curator 
of Ornithology at the Academy of Natural Sciences. 
Marty Dellwo announced his Big Year in Philly was 
almost to 200, now at 199. Gregg Gorton noted that 
the Manayunk Peregrine Falcons had 3 fledglings.

Main Program: Doug Goodell, “Birding in Costa 
Rica.”

September 18, 2014
Attendees: 26 members; 3 guests (Lena Hunt, John 

Cope, John King).
Membership: Phil Witmer welcomed Diane 

McNamara as club’s newest member.
Cassinia: Barbara Granger reported that Cassinia 

had received a good supply of articles for upcoming 
2010–2013 issue and that editing was underway.

Conservation: Phil Witmer noted that George 
Armistead was named new chair of the Conservation 
Committee, and that the Kestrel Box project at Green 
Lane was about 2/3 of the way funded, with a deadline 
for contributions quickly approaching (October 15). 
Mike O’Brien volunteered to contribute nest-boxes for 
the project.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale noted upcoming trips 
on October 18 to Tuckerton for marsh sparrows, and 
on October 25, Matthew Halley will lead a trip to 
Bombay Hook and Prime Hook. We could use a few 
more volunteers to lead trips in the fall.

Programs: Steve Kacir announced that Tony 
Croasdale will present on October 2 on “Punk Bird-

ing.” At the next meeting, Steve and Laura Huber will 
present “Birding the Glades.”

Announcements: George Armistead encouraged 
everyone to attend the ABA Members Meeting this 
Sunday at 3 pm in Delaware City. He also asked for 
help with minutes for the next two meetings because 
he would be traveling. Steve Kacir noted that the club 
photo contest would be underway soon, and a deadline 
would be announced shortly. Mike O’Brien reported 
that PA Audubon was having a festival related to their 
bird-town project later this month at Green Lane Park. 
Gregg Gorton reported that Louisiana State University 
was having a “big day” fundraiser for their ornithology 
department on October 15. Their goal was to set a new 
Big Day record in Peru. Team members includes Dan 
Lane, Mike Harvey, Glenn Seeholzer, and Fernando 
Angulo. Barbara Granger announced that notifications 
for the banquet would go out soon. The scheduled 
speaker is Katrina van Grouw, “The Unfeathered Bird.” 
Phil Witmer added that Bonnie Witmer was accepting 
photos for the slideshow at the banquet. Phil Witmer 
also spoke about Saturday, the Cradle of Birding Festi-
val at Heinz NWR. He asked all to come and be part of 
the festivities. Tony, Barbara, Gregg, and others would 
be helping out, and Anita and Paul Guris would be at 
the adjacent table representing Nikon. Vincent Nich-
nadowicz reported on a new Christmas Bird Count to 
be undertaken this winter at Island Beach State Park. 
Mike O’Brien noted that this year was the 40th anni-
versary for Atlantic Audubon, and they were to have a 
celebration the following Wednesday.

Main Program: Rob Hynson, “Birding Down 
Under.”

October 2, 2014
Attendees: 17 members; 9 guests (Joseph Boland, 

Lena Hunt, Jaclyn Janis, David Allen, Alex Malamy, 
Bull Gervasi, Karen Schwager, Sally Creighton, Eliza-
beth Porter).

Membership: Bonnie Witmer noted two applica-
tions from the summer have been approved: Rollin 
“Matt” Gallagher and Diane McNamara. Pending 
applications include Tracy Bearsley, Robin Madison, 
and a gift membership for Holly Merkel from George 
Armistead; these three will be sent to Council. The fol-
lowing guests mentioned interest in joining DVOC: 
Alex Malamy, Elizabeth Porter, David Allen.

Programs: Steve Kacir announced that Steve and 
Laura Huber will talk on October 16 about “Birding 
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the Glades,” and at the next meeting on November 6, 
Whitney Wiest (graduate student at University of Del-
aware) will present, “The future of tidal marsh birds in 
the northeast: Conservation planning in response to 
predicted sea level rise.”

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale announced the fol-
lowing trips. On October 18th, Tony and Steve Kacir 
will attempt to replicate Frank Windfelder’s popular 
saltmarsh trip with target species being all three field 
identifiable subspecies of Nelson’s Sparrow (Ammo-
dramus nelsoni), Saltmarsh Sparrow (A. caucacutus), 
and Seaside Sparrow (A. maritimus). Members are 
advised to bring their muckboots! On November 1, 
there would be a trip to visit Scott Weidensaul’s Saw-
whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) banding project. Phil 
Witmer reported that Scott was expecting a better 
than average year for Saw-whets.

Announcements: Barbara Granger reported that 
five people had already signed up for the banquet, 
and encouraged everyone to download a form from 
the website and send a check! Steve Kacir solicited 
photographs for the DVOC photograph contest and 
reminded everyone about the deadline. A motion 
was passed to ban Patty Rehn from the photo contest, 
because she always wins. Gregg Gorton noted that 
LSU would be having a fundraiser for their ornithol-
ogy department, to try to set a new Big Day record in 
Peru. The previous record of 331 was set by Ted Parker 
III and others nearly 30 years ago. A team including 
Dan Lane, Mike Harvey, Glenn Seeholzer, and Fer-
nando Angulo would start in the north central Peru-
vian Andes and then move southeast. Phil Witmer 
announced a thank you from Lamar Gore, the new 
manager from Heinz NWR, related to DVOC’s par-
ticipation in the Cradle of Birding Festival. National 
Audubon Society is asking people to sign a petition 
to set standards on carbon pollution. November 15 is 
the deadline for donating to the forest restoration at 
Green Lane and American Kestrel nest box project.

Main Program: Tony Croasdale presented “Punk 
Birding,” sharing stories and videos from his travels 
around the world with his punk band R.A.M.B.O.

October 16, 2014
Attendees: 13 members; 9 guests (Charles Bruder, 

Janet Edelmann, Martha Walsh, Lena Hunt, Laura 
Huber, Jack Creighton, Sally Creighton, Paige Menton, 
Alex Malamy).

Conservation: Phil Witmer announced that the 
PA Senate passed House Bill 1565 by vote of 27 to 22, 
which will roll back the requirement that developers 
maintain a stream buffer of 150 feet for streams of 
high quality. It will now go back to the House before it 
moves to Corbett’s desk. Everyone was urged to con-
tact their PA House representative and voice opposi-
tion to this bill.

Programs: Steve Kacir announced that the next 
meeting would feature Whitney Wiest who will talk 
about Mid-Atlantic saltmarshes, their unique biota, 
and how climate change threatens them.

Field Trips: Tony announced the October 18 trip 
to Tuckerton, with target species being Nelson’s Spar-
row (all three field identifiable subspecies!), Salt-
marsh Sparrow, and Seaside Sparrow. Phil Witmer 
announced that there would be a maximum limit of 
attendees for the trip On November 1 to visit Scott 
Weidensaul’s Saw-whet Owl banding trip.

Cassinia: Barbara Granger reported that the new 
issue, which was in the editing stage, would cover 
2010–2013.

Banquet: Barbara Granger reported that 23 people 
had already signed up, and solicited photographs for 
use in the banquet presentation.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris noted that 
only two months were left in the competition.

Announcements: Steve Kacir solicited photo graphs 
for the DVOC photograph contest and reminded 
everyone about the deadline. A motion was passed 
to ban Patty Rehn from the photo contest, because 
she always wins. Gregg Gorton authored an article in 
Birding about the upcoming LSU Big Day fundraiser. 
Members are encouraged to watch Scott Robinson’s 
30-minute talk online about the event. Mike O’Brien 
noted that bluebird houses are available to raise money 
for Holy Family Home. Phil Witmer announced that 
the 2nd Atlas of Breeding Birds of Pennsylvania is being 
offered at a 25% discount to Audubon chapters.

Main Program: Steve and Laura Huber, “Birding 
the Glades.”

November 6, 2014
Attendees: 18 members; 3 guests (David Hewitt, 

Whitney Wiest, Roger Bynum).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced three 

new members: Holly Merker, Robin Madison, and 
Tracey Beerley.
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Bylaws: Chris Walters noted that changes 
will be made to the DVOC bylaws in the near 
future.

Bob Billings Big Year: Phil Witmer noted 
that the end of the year was fast approaching 
for contestants.

Conservation: George Armistead 
re ported on Philadelphian Dorian Ander-
son’s big year fund-raiser called “Biking for 
Birds,” in which he was raising funds for the 
Conservation Fund and the American Bird-
ing Association.

Field Trips: Bob Horton noted an upcom-
ing field trip to Barnegat Inlet on December 
19, to be led by Sandra Keller.

Programs: Barbara Granger reminded us 
that the next meeting was the Annual Ban-
quet on November 20. A total of 53 people 
had signed up, and the club was hoping to double that 
to meet the budget. The speaker is Katrina Van Grouw. 
Bob Horton noted that other upcoming talks include 
December 4, when Paul Guris would be discussing 
winter pelagics, and December 18, which would be the 
member photo contest.

Field Trips: Bonnie Witmer reported on the club 
field trip to Hidden Valley for Northern Saw-whet 
Owl, in which all were satisfied to see one owl caught 
and banded.

Announcements: Mike O’Brien offered bluebird 
boxes that are available for purchase to be delivered 
at the banquet. Phil Witmer reminded folks about 
the kestrel box program that the DVOC is support-
ing and requested carpentry assistance for the build-
ing of boxes.

Ornithological Moment: Rob Bierregaard pre-
sented on his fascinating work on migrating Ospreys 
(http://www.ospreytrax.com).

Main Program: Whitney Wiest, “The future of 
tidal marsh birds in the northeast: Conservation plan-
ning in response to predicted sea level rise.”

December 5, 2014
Attendees: 30 members; 8 guests (Karen Schwa-

ger, Barb Bassett, Howard Eskin, Roger Bynum, Ed 
Mutzer, Jed Gorton, and Kate Garchinsky).

Membership: Phil Witmer announced new club 
members – Lena Hunt, Jason Weckstein, and 2014 
Rosalie Edge Award winner Bill Stewart.

Cassinia: Barbara Granger noted that the final arti-
cle for 2010–2013 issue of Cassinia had been edited; 
soon proofs would be available for final revisions 
before sending it to press.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris noted that the 
deadline for signing up to participate in the 2015 Bill-
ings Big Year competition would be March 31.

Nominations: Art McMorris noted that the time to 
submit nominations for club officers was during the 
two December meetings. Elections would be in Janu-
ary. The nominating committee had submitted the 
following slate of officers: Phil Witmer (President), 
Steve Kacir (Vice President), George Armistead (Sec-
retary), and Bert Filemyr (Treasurer). New Council 
member nominees were Patty Rehn and Ann Reeves.

Conservation: George Armistead reported on the 
FDR Park revitalization project which would include 
the construction of a large new building (a velodrome) 
proposed to be built along Broad Street across from 
the Well Fargo Center. The plan would also involve 
alterations to the landscape, raising concerns about 
how this might affect one of the city’s richest bird-
watching locations. There would be a Parks Com-
mission hearing at the American Swedish Historical 
Museum in FDR Park, on December 17 at 6 pm.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale noted that January 3 
would be the kickoff of BirdPhilly with a field trip at 
10 am at FDR Park. Chris Walters alerted everyone 
to the possibility of the annual club trip to Montauk, 
Long Island, NY over Martin Luther King Jr. Day week-

A note from William Baily to Witmer Stone, dated June 12, 1890: “Dear 
Stone, Morris is going to read a paper on flycatchers next Monday. Be 
sure & be on hand. Much obliged for your notice &c. in haste, W. L. Baily.” 
(ANSP Archives, Collection 570).
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end. The house that had been used for this trip in the 
past was sold, and he was trying to find a new place.

Programs: Steve Kacir announced that the next 
meeting would be the annual members’ photo contest. 
The meeting after that would be the annual members’ 
meeting, at Jenkins Arboretum. Then on January 22, 
Paulo Boute would be speaking to the club about bird-
ing in Brazil.

Announcements: Barbara Granger reported that 
110 people attended the banquet, about half of whom 
signed up in the final two weeks. In the future, she rec-
ommended that we help find drivers for older folks, 
and also that we find a way to include young birders 
too. Phil Witmer announced that The North Ameri-
can Bird Phenology program needs volunteers. Paul 
Guris noted that the new edition of Birds of Lehigh 
Valley and Vicinity, was now available for $19. It 
includes a site guide to the valley and has information 
on birds like Alder Flycatcher (Empidonax alnorum) 
and Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera) 
among others. He also announced four upcoming 
pelagic trips: January 4 (Belmar), January 10 (Free-
port), January 24 (Cape May), and January 31 (Lewes). 
Al Driscoll offered copies of Palmer’s Handbook of 
North American Birds (1962), and Fisher and Peter-
son’s The World of Birds (1964) for sale, with profits 
going to the DVOC. A guest requested information on 
regional Christmas Bird Counts. Mike O’Brien noted 
that he has bluebird houses for sale, including small 
gray ones for $25, “Peterson” houses for $35 each, and 
that if you buy 6 or more the price is $25 for each. All 

proceeds benefit Little Sisters of the Poor. Steve Kacir 
noted that the DVOC Store has new DVOC hats for 
sale, with logo by Shawneen Finnegan, and copies of 
the movie “A Birders Guide to Everything.”

Ornithological Moment: Art McMorris reported 
on Pennsylvania’s Peregrine Falcon 2014 nesting sea-
son.

Main Program: Paul Guris, “Mid-Atlantic winter 
pelagics: Putting the brrrrrrrr… into birding.”

December 18, 2014
Attendees: 27 members; 5 guests (Barb Elliott, 

Barb Bassett, Sally Creighton, Karen Schwager).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced several 

new members – Jeffrey Alampi, Jeremy Haag, Don 
Perelman, and Sasha Freeman. Two more people have 
submitted applications for membership: Robert Hor-
gan and Barb Bassett.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris put in a plug 
for the 2015 Billings Big Year Competition, asking 
folks to join in and participate.

Nominations: Art McMorris announced the slate 
of nominees for officers of the club that would be 
voted on at the upcoming elections on January 8 at 
the annual members’ meeting at Jenkins Arboretum. 
Nominees included: Phil Witmer (President), Steve 
Kacir (Vice President), George Armistead (Secretary), 
Bert Filemyr (Treasurer) and new Council member 
nominees Patty Rehn and Ann Reeves. Art asked for 
nominations from the floor, but none were forth-
coming. This marked the final opportunity to submit 

nominations.
Conservation: George Armistead 

re-capped the DVOC presence at the 
Parks Commission hearing on the 
proposed velodrome to be built in 
FDR Park. Members present included 
George Armistead, Barbara Granger, 
Matthew Halley, and Mike McGraw.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale 
announced the upcoming, first ever 
BirdPhilly field trip on January 17 to 
FDR Park (www.birdphilly.org). The 
goal would be to search for waterfowl 
and other birds.

Programs: Steve Kacir spotlighted 
the upcoming annual meeting which 
would feature elections and a presen-
tation by Bert Filemyr on the founders 

A note from Samuel N. Rhoads to Witmer Stone, dated April 27, 1890: “Dear Sir, 
Am pleased to hear of your return to Phila. There will be a Mtg. of the D.V.O.C. at 
2 S. 7th St. (2nd story back) on Monday the 28th at 7:30 P.M. Shall be glad to see 
you there. Respy – S N Rhoads. Secy.” (ANSP Archives, Collection 570).
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of the DVOC. On January 22nd Paulo Boute will give 
a talk on “Birding in Brazil.”

Bylaws: Chris Walters reported on the recent work 
of the bylaws committee, which consists of Chris Wal-
ters, Art McMorris, Paul Guris, and Jeff Holt. Walters 
mentioned the updates were uncontroversial and 
summarized them as follows: (1) streamlining mem-
bership process; (2) the club must now give advance 
notice to a member before expelling said member 
from the club; (3) Trustees of the club endowment 
now have 6-year terms; (4) removed some archaic 
phrases; (5) renamed the conservation award, so that 
is now the Rosalie Edge Conservation Award; and (6) 
removed restrictions on the publication dates for Wit-
mer Stone Award nominees.

Announcements: Phil Witmer requested nomi-
nees/volunteers for a new Communications Com-
mittee, to be chaired by Linda Widdop. Art McMorris 
mentioned that Ray Hendrick told Art to tell every-
one he misses the club and wishes us well, and that 
he regrets not being able to make it to meetings any-
more. Paul Guris noted upcoming dates for winter 
pelagics: January 2 (Bellmawr, NJ), January 10 (Free-
port, NY), January 24 (Cape May, NJ), and January 
31 (Lewes, DE). Phil Witmer suggest the idea of a trip 
for older members that could use assistance getting 
around driving and finding birds. Tony Croasdale 
invited folks to lead field trips and mentioned that 
Ann Reeves would be doing one to the Dredge Spoils 
in New Jersey.

Main Program: 2014 DVOC Member Photo Con-
test hosted by Paul Guris. Paul mentioned that four 
donors had generously contributed prizes for the 
contest. The judges for the contest were Andy Curtis, 
Anita Guris, and Steve Kacir.

January 8, 2015
Attendees: 35 members; 3 guests (Dennis Miranda, 

Margaret Rohde, and Karen Schwager).
Elections: Phil Witmer called the meeting to order, 

and a unanimous vote was held in favor of the can-
didates. The following Officers and Councilors were 
elected: President: Phil Witmer (President), Steve 
Kacir (Vice President), George Armistead (Secretary), 
Bert Filemyr (Treasurer), Patty Rehn and Ann Reeves 
(Councilors at Large). Art McMorris and Phil Witmer 
expressed gratitude to Win Shafer and Anita Guris for 
their work on DVOC Council, as their terms had come 
to an end. Phil also noted that Anita Guris would be 

chairing an ad hoc committee assembled to oversee the 
celebration of the club’s 125th anniversary. Phil Witmer 
announced that there were no fellows to be announced 
this year, but that there was a new honorary member 
nominated; by a unanimous vote of the membership, 
Paul A. Guris was elected as an honorary member.

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 
members Sally Creighton, Karen Schwager, Robert 
Horgan, and Barb Bassett.

Treasurer’s Report: Bert Filemyr provided a sum-
mary report.

Bylaws: Chris Walters called for a vote on the revi-
sions to the bylaws that had been announced and 
reviewed at the two previous meetings. A motion was 
made and the revisions were approved by a vote of the 
members present.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris asked for 
members to sign up to participate in the 2015 Billings 
Big Year Competition. At least a dozen had signed up 
already.

Field Trips: Chris Walters announced that the 
annual Montauk Trip to New York would happen over 
President’s weekend in February.

Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters presented a sum-
mary report.

Announcements: Marty Dellwo noted that on 
Saturday January 10, 2015, would be the 30th annual 
Philadelphia Mid-Winter Bird Census, coordinated 
by Keith Russell. Matthew Halley announced that he 
and his colleagues had a paper accepted to the Jour-
nal of Tropical Ecology, describing for the first time, the 
intratropical migration patterns of the Veery (Catha-
rus fuscescens) in South America.

Main Program: Bert Filemyr presented a talk on 
the history of the club entitled, “From the Archives: 
Spencer Trotter.”

January 22, 2015
Attendees: 31 members; 4 guests (Ed Newton from 

New Bedford, MA, and two long-time DVOC Fellows 
and life members: William “Bill” Tucker, from Kings-
ton, NH; and Richard “Dick” Bell from Furlong, PA, 
who was editor of three volumes [57–59] of Cassinia, 
covering the years 1977–1981.

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced that she 
had one application in hand, Karen Schrader, who had 
paid and would hopefully be introduced next meeting.

Cassinia: Barbara announced that she, Dave Long, 
and Matthew Halley had been going over the proofs 
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for the forthcoming double-issue (74–75) of Cassinia. 
It would be almost 200 pages in length and looked fan-
tastic!

Programs: Steve Kacir highlighted an upcoming 
program with Emil DeVito concerning rare species 
and restoration in the New Jersey Pine Barrens. On 
February 19, the meeting would be held at Palmyra 
Cove Nature Center and the program would be Rick 
Wright, “The Originals: Reading the First Descriptions 
of North American Birds.”

Field Trips: The first BirdPhilly event was very suc-
cessful, with 40 participants! Tony announced that the 
second BirdPhilly trip would be held on February 7 
at Pennypack on the Delaware. The trip to Montauk 
would be on President’s Day weekend.

Announcements: Phil Witmer gave a brief sum-
mary of the business from the annual Members’ 
Meeting. Barbara Granger praised Anita Guris’s excel-
lent service to the club for planning events for the 
125th anniversary. Bonnie Witmer talked with John 
Brennan who updated everyone on Denis Brennan’s 
condition. On Monday, Dennis was involved in a car 
accident and spent three days in the ICU at the Hos-
pital of the University of Pennsylvania with a broken 
leg and fracture in his back. He had also been hav-
ing heart trouble. Everyone was pulling for him! Bert 
Filemyr mentioned that get-well cards were circulat-
ing at the meeting for Denis, and also DVOC member 
Edwin Boles. He also informed the club that member 
Scott McConnell recently published a biography of 
Witmer Stone.

Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters presented a report 
of the “unrestricted fund,” and the complete report 
was posted on the DVOC website for members to 
examine.

Main Program: Paulo Boute presented “Birding in 
Brazil,” which included a brief history of colonization 
and settlement in Brazil, followed by a slideshow of 
wildlife photographs taken during his tours in various 
parts of the country.

February 5, 2015
Attendees: 28 members; 3 guests (Dennis Miranda, 

David Hewitt, and Margaret Rohde).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 

application from Carolyn Friedman, and welcomed 
Sally Creighton and Karen Schwager as the club’s new-
est members. She also recommended that folks take 

DVOC business cards to hand out at various events, 
bird walks, meetings, etc.

Communications: Linda Widdop announced the 
formation of the Communications Committee. At its 
first meeting, the committee formalized the club’s logo, 
which was recently redesigned by Shawneen Finnegan, 
and discussed the multiple logo styles required for the 
club’s various uses. They also discussed updates to the 
DVOC website, and the web design of the BirdPhilly 
website. Also, as an experiment, Linda tested out a 
virtual presentation of the club meeting. She set up a 
webcam so that Anita Guris, Steve Mattan, and Patty 
Rehn could watch a webcast of the meeting from their 
home; the idea being, that if this worked well and 
proved little work to manage, the club could do this 
more often to allow more remote members, and oth-
ers who cannot be physically present, to attend meet-
ings virtually.

125th Anniversary Gala: Barbara Granger spoke 
about the club’s annual banquet, which this year 
would feature a celebration of the club’s 12th Anniver-
sary. She mentioned that Anita Guris was working on 
securing a site and asked folks to stay tuned, as there 
were some interesting and fun ideas relating to the 
banquet coming up.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale mentioned that on 
Saturday February 7, the second BirdPhilly event 
would take place, first at Pennypack on the Dela-
ware, and then at Glen Foerd. The group would plan 
to enjoy views of the Bald Eagle nest, and hopefully 
some good sparrow sightings. Later they would check 
for “Shrimpy,” a semi-reliable Lesser Black-backed 
Gull (Larus fuscus) at Pleasant Hill Park. Tony also 
encouraged folks to attend Sandra Keller’s annual trip 
to Shark River Inlet on February 16. Erica Brendel 
mentioned that for this year the trip to Montauk, NY 
would be cancelled.

Programs: Steve Kacir noted that the speaker for 
the next meeting would be Rick Wright, and that 
the meeting would be at the Palmyra Nature Center. 
Rick’s talk is entitled, “The Originals: Reading the First 
Descriptions of North American Birds.” On March 5, 
Dan Small would be presenting a talk entitled, “Native 
Grassland Restoration and Bird Studies at the Chester 
River Field Research Station.”

Announcements: Phil Witmer inquired if anyone 
had any news on the condition of Denis Brennan 
since his accident, as there are no recent updates on 
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his webpage. Al Driscoll offered for sale Eliot Porter’s 
book The Birds of North America: A Personal Selection 
(1972) with the proceeds going to the DVOC. Gregg 
Gorton spoke on his post to the DVOC Blog about 
“Tinicum’s Most Famous Bird.” Dennis Miranda 
noted that he would be participating in the upcom-
ing World Series of Birding, and that he was in search 
of teammates for a statewide run in New Jersey. Anita 
Guris was in virtual attendance by webcast (via Linda 
Widdop), and asked that folks remember the upcom-
ing pelagic trip out of Wildwood Crest that coming 
weekend, which still had a few spots available. Bonnie 
Witmer reminded everyone that the Great Backyard 
Bird Count (http://gbbc.birdcount.org/) would be 
held over the February 13–16 weekend. Mike O’Brien 
offered bluebird houses for sale.

Main Program: Former DVOC President Don 
Jones gave a great presentation on his “Sixty Years 
in the field,” which included many fascinating notes 
on the club, several of its prominent members, and a 
number of wonderful bird recordings.

February 19, 2015
Attendees: 28 members; 6 guests (Robert Koch, 

Roger Bynum, Ilene Schneider, Sally O’Byrne, Jeff and 
Liz Gordon).

Membership: Chair Bonnie Witmer announced 
that Carolyn Friedman was now a member.

Cassinia: Editor Dave Long announced that the 
final proof of Cassinia was in his possession and that 
within a month or so, the latest issue would be sent for 
publication.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale announced that San-
dra Keller’s field trip to the North Shore of New Jersey 
included sightings of a Bohemian Waxwing (Bom-
bycilla garrulous) at Sandy Hook. The next field trip 
with Sandra would be on March 7, and would include 
stops at Supawna Meadows and Pedricktown in Salem 
County, NJ. Also on March 14 there would be a Bird-
Philly walk to Heinz NWR and Eastwick Meadows, led 
by Tony, Debbie Beer, and George Armistead.

Programs: Steve Kacir noted a couple of upcoming 
programs including Dan Small on March 5, discuss-
ing studies of native grasslands, and Holly Merker on 
March 19, on “What eBird can do for you, and what 
you can do for eBird.”

125th Anniversary Gala: Anita Guris reported that 
the DVOC Grand Gala would be held on October 10 

at the Academy of Natural Sciences. To help offset 
expenses, there would be a silent auction at the ABA 
headquarters office in Delaware.

Announcements: Mike Ziegler spoke about the 
Friends of Taylor’s Island NWR. Phil Witmer men-
tioned that Bob Wallis had several used books for sale, 
with profits going to DVOC.

Main Program: Rick Wright, “The Originals: Read-
ing First Descriptions.”

March 5, 2015
Meeting cancelled due to snow.

March 19, 2015
Attendees: 21 members; 8 guests (Mike Gardner, 

David Hewitt, Dennis Miranda, Barb Elliott, Dan Sulli-
van, Joe Durrance, Beth Kurtz, and Navin Sasikumar).

Membership: Phil Witmer reported that there 
were no new members to be announced.

Conservation: George Armistead reported on the 
failed proposal to build a velodrome in Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt (FDR) Park, after a number of DVOC mem-
bers and other concerned citizens attended a public 
meeting to express concerns about the project. George 
also reported on the Philadelphia Bird Race, saying 
that the website and registration were to open soon. 
The Philadelphia Bird Race would be a 10-day birding 
fundraising event supporting education, awareness, 
and conservation of regional birdlife in the Philadel-
phia area. The conservation causes that it would raise 
money for included: NB4NB, DVOC Intern Fund, 
and PA Audubon’s Migratory Bird Initiative (reducing 
window strikes). Phil Witmer announced that there 
was concern over some protected land in Beaver Valley, 
where development plans had recently been approved; 
but there was still time to fight it.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale reported that on April 
18, there would be three DVOC field trips: Lynn Jack-
son to Coastal Delaware; Tony and David Hewitt to 
Wister Woods; and Gregg Gorton to West Laurel Hill 
Cemetery. Tony also announced that BirdPhilly shirts 
were on sale for $15.

Announcements: Dennis Miranda noted that on 
May 5, at the Wissahickon Valley Watershed Associa-
tion, Kevin Karlson was coming to give a talk.

Main Program: Holly Merker, “What eBird can do 
for you and what you can do for eBird.” A humorous 
pencil sketch of Samuel N. Rhoads, by fellow DVOC 
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founder William L. Baily. The caption reads, “Sam – 
‘Oh if only I had my gun then I could identify it for 
sure, I collected the shrew anyhow.” The sketch was “in 
part traced from newspaper” by Baily.

April 2, 2015
Attendees: 30 members; 11 guests. Special guests 

included: Liz Billings and Karen Walter.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced that 

Gabriel and Tova Hauser, and Dennis Miranda had all 
applied for memberships.

Cassinia: Editor Dave Long announced that the 
latest (double) issue of the club journal Cassinia was 
finished and at the printing house.

Ornithological Moment: Rob Bierregaard reported 
on his fascinating work tracking the migrations of 
Ospreys (Pandion haliaetus).

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris introduced 
Bob Billing’s widow Liz and daughter Karen Wal-
ter, who were on hand to see the 2014 winner Marty 
Dellwo as he was presented the Billings Award. Marty 

beat an impressive slate of contes-
tants, winning with a total of 306 
species.

Conservation: George Armistead 
noted that the Philadelphia Bird 
Race website was up and ready to 
receive registrations and donations. 
Phil Witmer reminded folks that 
BirdPhilly shirts were for sale for 
$15.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale 
noted three upcoming field trips on 
April 18: Lynn Jackson to Coastal 
Delaware; Tony and David Hewitt 
to Wister Woods; and Gregg Gor-
ton to West Laurel Hill Cemetery. 
Bob Horton reminded folks that 
he would be leading a field trip 
to Lakehurst, NJ on June 9, a trip 
that required advance registration. 
Linda Widdop reminded folks 
that they could spread the word 
and sign-up for DVOC/BirdPhilly 
walks using MeetUp.

Programs: On April 16, Michael 
Oates would be talking about Red 
Knots (Calidris canutus) and other 
migrating shorebirds, “Shooting 

Sex and Gluttony: A Documentarian’s Journey.” On 
May 7, Dr. Jason Weckstein of the Academy’s orni-
thology department would give a talk entitled, “An 
ornithological expedition to the most endangered 
Amazonian area of endemism: The Belem Center of 
Endemism.”

125th Anniversary Gala: Anita Guris informed 
everyone that for the gala on October 10, the club was 
committed to keeping the price under $50 per person. 
In order to offset expenses, we would be having a cou-
ple fundraising events. Bonnie Witmer spoke about 
a silent auction on August 22 where there would be 
an evening of music at the American Birding Associa-
tion headquarters in Delaware City, DE. For this event, 
donations were solicited for the auction, including 
books, artwork, etc.

Announcements: Art McMorris announced that 
sadly, life member Joe Koplin had finally succumbed 
to his long battle with cancer. Husband of life mem-
ber Bernice Koplin, Joe had joined the DVOC in 1998 
and was a DVOC Fellow. For many years, Joe and his 

A humorous pencil sketch of Samuel N. Rhoads, by fellow DVOC founder William L. 
Baily. The caption reads, “Sam – ‘Oh if only I had my gun then I could identify it for 
sure, I collected the shrew anyhow.” The sketch was “in part traced from newspaper” 
by Baily.



No. 76 (2014–2016) 93

Armistead and Widdop

wife ran the DVOC banquet. Art brought a card for 
all to sign for Bernice. Paul Guris announced two 
upcoming pelagic trips, departing from ports in Cape 
May and Brooklyn. The one on April 11, departing 
from Brooklyn, was sold out already. Mike O’Brien 
announced that he had bluebird boxes for sale for $35; 
and he would also take donations of old bird books 
and used binoculars. Phil Witmer announced that the 
John James Audubon Center at Mill Grove would be 
hosting a fundraiser on April 10 at the Philly Furni-
ture Show called the “whiskey + wood + wrens” party. 
Phil also noted that the Friends of Patuxent “Adopt a 
Whooper Committee” have dubbed the month of May 
as Magnificent Whooping Crane Month, and there 
will be a kids’ day on May 9. Anita Guris reminded 
everyone to save the date for the DVOC Picnic at the 
Guris’s home on June 20.

Main Program: Dr. Jean-Francois Therrien, “Snowy 
owls: The ultimate nomads.”

April 16, 2015
Attendees: 22 members; 5 guests (Navin Sasiku-

mar, Britney Stewart, John Friedman, Michael Oates, 
and Jeanne Covert).

Membership: Bonnie Witmer reported that John 
Friedman applied to be a new member, and welcomed 
four new members: Liz Billing, Gabriel and Tova 
Hauser, and Bill Bolger.

Ornithological Moment: Nikolas Haass reported 
on Pelea lineata, the “Polynesian Storm-Petrel.”

Conservation: George Armistead reminded folks 
that the Darby Creek clean-up would be happening 
that Saturday at the Heinz NWR. He also noted the 
Pennsylvania Society of Ornithology’s upcoming PA 
Bird Blitz, to be held from June 19–22. He also gave a 
synopsis of the Philadelphia Bird Race, which would 
be raising funds for PA Audubon’s window strike proj-
ect (an effort to reduce bird collisions with city build-
ings), the DVOC New Bins for New Birders project 
(NB4NB), and the DVOC Intern Fund. He also men-
tioned the upcoming Delaware Bird-a-thon, which 
would take place in Delaware from May 2–10.

Field Trips: Matthew Halley reminded folks of 
four upcoming field trips on April 18: Lynn Jackson 
to Coastal Delaware, Tony and David Hewitt to Wister 
Woods, and Gregg Gorton to West Laurel Hill Cem-
etery, and Matthew Halley to Glen Foerd.

Programs: Steve Kacir noted that on May 7, Dr. 
Jason Weckstein of the Academy’s ornithology depart-

ment would give a talk titled, “An ornithological expe-
dition to the most endangered Amazonian area of 
endemism: The Belem Center of Endemism.”

Announcements: Bert Filemyr gave a quick over-
view of the DVOC Awards. He noted that the 2011 
Witmer Stone Award winner — Nikolas Haass — was 
present at the meeting, and due to Nikolas’s move to 
Australia, the club had been unable to present his $50 
award previously.

Main Program: Michael Oates, “Shooting Sex and 
Gluttony: A Documentarian’s Journey.”

May 7, 2015
Attendees: Information not available.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer absent. President 

Phil Witmer reported that Navin Sasikumar, Dennis 
Miranda, and John Friedman were officially members! 
Additional applications were received by Fred and 
Susan Shriner (Kennett Square), and Nicole Arcilla 
(Philadelphia).

Programs: Steve Kacir announced that on May 21, 
Justin Jaworski would be talking about silent flight in 
owls.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale announced that the 
Wissahickon trip was successful, with many warblers, 
migrants, etc. Matthew Halley and Tony Croasdale led 
a birding by ear workshop. Upcoming trips include: 
May 9 at West Park at the Horticultural Center (Bird 
Philly event), in addition to several “Big Green Hours”, 
Philadelphia Bird Race, etc., and on May 16, Tanners-
ville Cranberry Bog. Steve Kacir announced that on 
June 6, there would be a walk at Stony Brook-Mill-
stone Watershed Arboretum in Pennington, NJ, focus-
ing on riparian species.

Cassinia: Dave Long announced that the new issue 
(74/75), covering the period 2010–2013, was hot off 
the press!

Announcements: Phil Witmer announced that 
Ridin’ Birdy (Tony Croasdale, Matthew Halley, Bull 
Gervasi) would be competing in the World Series of 
Birding on May 9. He also noted that photo contests 
were in season: Partnership of the Delaware Estuary, 
Tri-state Bird Rescue & Research, and Philadelphia 
Bird Race. Gregg Gorton announced he would be 
leading the Bird-a-thon walk at Heinz NWR at 7 am.

Main Program: Jason Weckstein, “An ornithologi-
cal expedition to the most endangered Amazonian 
area of endemism: The Belem Center of Endemism.”
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May 21, 2015
Attendees: 26 members; 5 guests.
Membership: The newest members joining the 

club are Meredith Mann, Katrina Rakowski, Tom Lin-
coln, and Tracy Steen.

Cassinia: Dave Long brought copies of the new 
Cassinia for members to pick up.

Conservation: George Armistead reported on the 
recently concluded Philadelphia Bird Race. Over 200 
people participated in the inaugural event, which 
raised money for window strikes and the intern fund 
for the ornithology department at the ANSP.

Field Trips: Bob Horton reported on a field trip 
that Matthew Halley led on May 16 at Carpenter’s 
Woods, attended by 30 people. Ann Reeves found 
a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) nest, 
and they saw a good variety of warblers. He noted 
upcoming field trips to Mt. Moriah Cemetery on 
May 29, Houston Meadow on June 6, and Lakehurst 
on June 9.

Programs: Steve Kacir noted the upcoming meet-
ing at 9 am on June 6 at Stony Brook Millstone Arbo-
retum, and reminded folks that Anita and Paul Guris 
would be hosting the DVOC picnic on June 20 at 
Green Lane Park.

Announcements: Matthew Halley noted an alter-
native Bird Philly event in the works; he will deliver a 
talk at the American Philosophical Society in October 
on “Thomas Jefferson: Birder in Chief.” Mick Jeitner 
announced that he has an extra copy of Bird Studies 
at Old Cape May by Witmer Stone that he is selling 
for $400, of which ½ of proceeds go to DVOC. Steve 
Kacir noted that member Scott McConnell’s book on 
Witmer Stone is well worth the read; you can buy it 
easily on the internet. He also reminded folks that the 
125th Anniversary Gala would be held at ANSP on 
October 10.

Main Program: Justin Jaworski, “Understanding 
the silent flight of Owls.”

June 6, 2015
Attendees: 5 members.
Summary: There was quality over quantity at 

the special meeting of the DVOC held at 9:00 am at 
Stony Brook Millstone Watershed Arboretum in Pen-
nington, New Jersey. Those in attendance were Bob 
Horton, Steve Kacir, Holly Merker, Annie Reeves, and 
Thomas Smith. Steve Kacir brought enough donuts 
and coffee for five times the number of attendees, and 

requested that members consider donating in support 
of the DVOC Photo Contest if they appreciated the 
gesture. Holly Merker donated $20 to the cause.

Rachel McGovern presented an instructive pro-
gram on stream surveying, entitled “Surveying our 
Streams: A Workshop in Biological Stream Monitor-
ing.” Afterwards, she led a hands-on stream inverte-
brate identification session. Of particular note was 
a large crayfish that Annie Reeves found, as well as a 
dobsonfly (Family Corydalidae), which was instantly 
the star of the show. Bob Horton talked a bit about 
these invertebrates, their life cycles, and how they relate 
to fly fishing, while Thomas Smith dutifully recorded 
a fine list of invertebrates including a scorpionfly 
(Order Mecoptera), Black-bordered Lemon Moth 
(Marimatha nigrofimbria), Eastern Comma (Polygonia 
comma), Hobomok Skipper (Poanes hobomok), and a 
dark-morph Banded Hairstreak (Satyrium calanus). 
Annie Reeves found the scorpionfly, and Holly Merker 
deserves credit for identifying most of the Lepidopter-
ans that we encountered.

September 24, 2015
Attendees: 20 members; 1 guest.
Membership: New members included Kate 

Garchinsky, Brian Carpenter, David Woods, and Ste-
phen F. Boyle.

Field Trips: Matthew Halley led a field trip to Sedg-
ley Woods on September 19, an area that is not birded 
by many, but has a lot to offer. This is the location 
where Halley observed 24 (!) Sandhill Cranes (Grus 
canadensis) on November 29, 2014. Keith Russell will 
lead a trip to Tacony Creek Park at 8 am on Septem-
ber 26. Tony Croasdale will lead a trip on the Delaware 
River Trail at Washington St. on October 3.

Programs: Steve Kacir announced that Art 
McMorris would be speaking on October 1 about 
his work with Peregrine Falcons, and on October 15, 
Gregory George would be talking about the Cerulean 
Warbler and its unfortunate decline.

Announcements: Matthew Halley announced that 
he would be talking at the American Philosophical 
Society (APS) Museum on October 7, an event called 
“Thomas Jefferson: Birder and Chief.” Tony Croasdale 
urged people to lead field trips, and announced his 
new position at Philadelphia Parks and Recreation. 
Philip Witmer announced that he would be leading 
a walk at George Lorimer Preserve on October 3 in 
Chester County, west of King of Prussia. Steve Kacir 
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reminded everyone that the deadline for the photo 
contest was October 21.

Main Program: Jane Henderson, “California Hot-
spots.”

October 1, 2015
Attendees: 25 members; 1 guest.
Membership: The newest members included 

David Woods, Brian Carpenter, Stephen F. Boyle, and 
Kate Garchinsky. Steve Kacir announced that an appli-
cation had been received from Fred Lambert.

Cassinia: Dave Long announced that a new Photo 
Editor would be needed for the next Cassinia.

125th Anniversary Gala: Barbara Granger 
reported that over 100 people had signed up for the 
125th Anniversary Gala, to be held on October 10.

Field Trips: Bob Horton asked Navin Sasikumar 
to give a report on the field trip to Sedgley Woods in 
Philadelphia. Navin reported that the birding was very 
slow with only a few resident birds seen. Bob noted 
that upcoming field trips were scheduled to the Wis-
sahickon Environmental Center on October 3, and 
Delaware River Trail on October 10.

Programs: Steve Kacir noted the upcoming 125th 
Anniversary Gala would be on October 10 in Dinosaur 
Hall at the Academy of Natural Sciences. Pat and Clay 
Sutton would be the speakers, discussing the “History 
of the DVOC.”

Announcements: Steve Kacir announced that the 
deadline for the photo contest was October 21. He 
encouraged all members to submit photos. The judges 
this year would be Marty Dellwo, Patty Rehn, and 
Steve Mattan. Mike O’Brien recommended a source 
for native plants: Prairie Moon Nursery. Steve Mattan 
noted that the club received a letter from Pennsylvania 
Audubon thanking us for our $1,000 donation.

Main Program: Art McMorris, “Restoring Per-
egrine Falcons to Pennsylvania.”

October 10, 2015
The 125th Anniversary Gala, held at the Academy 

of Natural Sciences of Drexel University in Philadel-
phia, was a huge success, thanks in large part to the 
dedication and hard work of chairperson Anita Guris 
(Chairperson), and her committee members Bonnie 
Witmer, Barbara Granger, Mary Bowler, Matthew 

DVOC members at the 125th Anniversary Gala on October 10, 2015. Front Row (left to right): President Phil Witmer and past 
DVOC Presidents: Ron French, Brain Moscatello, Paul Guris, Rick Mellon, W. Hart Rufe, F. Arthur McMorris, Christopher Walters, 
Don Jones, John Harding. Other Members Pictured (in no particular order): Bonnie Witmer, Jan Gordon, Janet Sedicino, Anita 
Guris, Jewel Rufe, Sally Creighton, Matthew Halley, Ward Daisey, Georgia Ashby, Barry Ashby, Gregg Gorton, Peggy Fiabane, Dino 
Fiabane, Ana Bert, Dennis Bert, Brian Logan, Andy Smith, Jason Weckstein, Scott McConnell, Tracy Steen, Tom Lincoln, Debbie 
Beer, Bernice Koplan, Bob Horton, Martin Dellwo, Navin Sasikumar, Bob Rufe, Steve Kacir, Linda Rowan, Mick Jeitner, Jack Ma-
hon, Dorris McGovern, Karen Sharrar, Denis Brennan, Rick Wright, Wendy Zirngibl, Mike O’Brien, Al Driscoll, Mary Bowler, Sally 
Leatherich, Kate Sommerville, Brian Raichich, Brian Quindlen, Holly Merker, Keith Russell, George Armistead, Michael Rosen-
garten, Cindy Ahern, Kate Garchinsky, Karen Schwager, Marilyn Henry, Sandra Keller, Tony Croasdale, Connie Goldman, Diane 
Bynum, Ken Rieker, Brad Whitman, Erica Brendel, Joe Hudson, Bert Filemyr, Cecilia Deemer, Edith Parnum, Cliff Hence, Herbert 
Vutler, Mike Fritz, Todd Fellenbaum, Lynn Roman, Harry Armistead, Barbara Granger, Patty Rehn, Katrina Rakowski.
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Halley, Linda Widdop, Barbara Bassett, Patty Rehn, 
Steve Mattan, and Paul Guris.

Attendees: 119 members and guests.
Awards: Scott McConnell was awarded the Wit-

mer Stone Award, in recognition of his self-published 
biography Witmer Stone: The Fascination of Nature 
(2014). Art McMorris was awarded the Julian Potter 
Award, in recognition of his work restoring Peregrine 
Falcons (Falco peregrinus) to Pennsylvania. Dr. Joanna 
Burger of Rutgers University was awarded the Rosalie 
Edge Conservation Award, for her work on conserva-
tion of the Red Knot (Calidris canutus).

Specimen Display: Nate Rice, Jason Weckstein, 
Matthew Halley and George Armistead provided a dis-
play of extinct and historically significant specimens, 
including an Ivory-billed Woodpecker (Campephilus 
principalis), a Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes migrato-
rius) and a Carolina Parakeet (Conuropsis carolinen-
sis), collected by DVOC founders. Alexander Wilson’s 
type specimen of Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platyp-
terus), collected at Bartram’s Garden in Philadelphia 
on May 6, 1811, was also on display.

Main Program: Pat and Clay Sutton, “History of 
the DVOC.”

October 15, 2015
Attendees: 34 members; 1 guest, the speaker Greg 

George.
Membership: Fred Lambert was announced as a 

new member, and Lucia S. Shen as a new applicant for 
membership.

Cassinia: Phil Witmer noted that Dave Long 
resigned as Editor of the DVOC and Cassinia, and 
thanked Dave for his dedicated service to the club and 
its journal.

Conservation: Members of the Executive Coun-
cil, Phil Witmer, Bert Filemyr, and George Armistead, 
met with Lamar Gore, manager of Heinz NWR, and 
past Council member Todd Fellenbaum to discuss 
water level management strategy. Another meeting 
was planned for June to develop a strategy to benefit 
migrant shorebirds.

Field Trips: Phil Witmer encouraged folks to vol-
unteer to lead trips, noting that one not need be an 
expert birder to lead trips, but only to know the birds 
well enough, and be a good host.

Programs: Steve Kacir noted that the next meet-
ing would feature speaker Kate Garchinsky, “In living 
color: The Passenger Pigeon and the Carolina Para-

keet.” Phil Witmer noted that the 125th Anniversary 
Gala had just passed and was a spectacular event. 
Committee chair Anita Guris and those who assisted 
her were commended for their efforts. Speakers Pat 
and Clay Sutton gave a brilliant talk detailing the his-
tory of the club, and Drs. Nate Rice and Jason Weck-
stein displayed rare, extinct, and historic study skins 
for viewing.

Field Trips: Matthew Halley reported on the Bird 
Philly walk to the Delaware River Trail on October 15. 
Ten new attendees joined the walk and saw Palm War-
blers (Setophaga palmarum), Yellow-bellied Sapsuck-
ers (Sphyrapicus varius), and more. Tony Croasdale 
announced that he would be leading Thursday morn-
ing walks at the Wissahickon Environmental Center. 
Matthew also noted that the Big Sit at Heinz Refuge 
netted 72 species including bell-ringers such as Red-
headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus), 
Wilson’s Snipe (Gallinago delicata), Black-crowned 
Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax), and the con-
tinuing Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga). All were new spe-
cies for the cumulative Big Sit list for Heinz NWR.

Announcements: Linda Widdop noted that the 
upcoming Sea Life Paulagics trip out of Cape May on 
October 25–26 was still not filled.

Main Program: Greg George, “The Cerulean War-
bler, a migrant in decline, population status and con-
servation in eastern Pennsylvania.”

November 5, 2015
Attendees: 33 members; 3 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer noted that there 

were three new applications.
Cassinia: Phil Witmer announced that the search 

for a new Editor of the DVOC was underway, follow-
ing the retirement of Dave Long.

Conservation: George Armistead reported that 
the Conservation Committee had decided to make an 
$800 donation from the conservation fund on behalf 
of the membership to Project Snowstorm.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale put out a plea for new 
leaders to help lead field trips.

Programs: Phil Witmer announced that Alvaro 
Jaramillo would be the speaker on December 3, and 
reminded everyone that there would not be a meeting 
on the first Thursday of November, because the 125th 
Anniversary Gala had been held in October.

Announcements: Gregg Gorton noted that Harry 
Armistead’s review of Scott McConnell’s book Witmer 
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Stone: The Fascination of Nature (2014) 
had recently appeared in the prestigious 
ornithological journal The Auk. It was 
announced that Bob Mercer was retir-
ing and that there would be a upcoming 
party for him.

Main Program: Kate Garchinsky, “In 
living color: The Passenger Pigeon and 
the Carolina Parakeet.”

December 3, 2015
Attendees: 58 present with guests, 

including Robert Koch, Tom Johnson, 
Doug Gochfeld, Alex Lamoreaux, Brian 
Hart, and others.

Membership: Bonnie Witmer invited 
club members to welcome new member 
Kim Selby.

Cassinia: Phil Witmer announced that the new 
Editor of the DVOC and Cassinia would be Matthew 
Halley, who was present and noted that he was already 
fielding manuscripts.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris noted that it 
was not too early to register for the 2016 competition.

Nominations: Art McMorris announced that the 
Nominations Committee supported the following 
members for the following posts as officers: Steve 
Kacir (President), George Armistead (Vice President), 
Linda Widdop (Secretary), Bert Filemyr (Treasurer). 
Also, the terms of Councilors Barbara Granger and 
Tony Croasdale were set to expire, and the committee 
suggested that Holly Merker and Jason Weckstein fill 
their vacancies. Art also asked for any additional nom-
inations from the floor, but none were offered. Voting 
would take place at the annual meeting on January 7 
at Jenkins Arboretum.

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale noted that Cliff 
Hence would lead a trip on Saturday December 5 
to Conowingo, to see the spectacle of Bald Eagles 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus). George Armistead, Mar-
tin Selzer, and special guest Alvaro Jaramillo would 
lead a trip to Heinz NWR. Tony also mentioned that 
on December 12, Keith Russell would lead a trip to 
East Park Reservoir, and on December 13, George 
Armistead would lead a field trip to Cape May, NJ.

Programs: Phil Witmer reminded everyone to 
come to the December 17 meeting, when members 
would share their best photos for prizes, accolades, 
and bragging rights.

Announcements: Bonnie Witmer noted that 
devoted club member Cindy Ahern’s father had passed 
away recently. Paul Guris noted that the pelagic trip 
schedule for 2016 was just about set and included two 
8-hour New York departures in January for alcids, 
and two 12-hour trips (NJ, NY) targeting Dovekie 
(Alle alle). Rob Bierregaard notified everyone that 
Robert Peck, historian at the Academy of Natural Sci-
ences, had sustained serious injuries after being struck 
by a car last week. Fortunately, Bob’s condition was 
improving, and it seemed that he would make a full 
recovery. Mike O’Brien had bluebird houses for sale, 
available for $35 for larger houses, and $25 for smaller 
houses, with proceeds to benefit Holy Family Homes. 
Phil Witmer reminded everyone that the first meeting 
of 2016 would be at Jenkins Arboretum, with a snow 
date of January 14, and Bonnie Witmer noted that it 
would be a potluck dinner.

Main Program: Alvaro Jaramillo, “Weird Things 
Are Happening: Gulls, Birding and the Asian Inva-
sion.”

December 17, 2015
Attendees: 24 members; 2 guests (Allan Simon, 

Brittany Stewart).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer reported new appli-

cations from David J. Wilbur, Maryann O’Leary, Ste-
phen Freed and Jill Mortenson.

Cassinia: Barbara Granger noted that Matthew 
Halley would be the new editor, and would be assem-
bling an editorial board in the coming weeks.

A note from Samuel N. Rhoads to Witmer Stone, dated February 13, 1890: “A 
regular Mtg. of the Del. Val. Orn. Club will be held at #1624 Arch St. on Monday 
the 17th […] at 7.30 P.M. S N Rhoads. Secy.” (ANSP Archives, Collection 570). 
This note was written one week after the DVOC constitution was adopted.
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New Bins for New Birders: Steve Kacir noted that a 
new application was received and was being forwarded 
on to Anita and Paul Guris.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris encouraged 
members to sign up for the 2016 Competition.

Nominations: Art McMorris reported on the 2016 
nominations, which had not changed since the previ-
ous meeting.

Conservation: George Armistead noted that the 
East Park Reservoir/Discovery Center had recently 
held its launch celebration. Mayor Nutter was there 
with DVOC members Keith Russell and Jan Gordon, 
both of whom had been instrumental in this project.

Programs: Bonnie Witmer noted the upcoming 
DVOC annual meeting on January 7 at Jenkins Arbo-
retum, which would be a potluck dinner.

Field Trips: George Armistead reported on the 
December 12 field trip to Cape May, which had 7 
participants. Highlights included a Razorbill (Alca 
torda) and an Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cin-
erascens). George also reported on the trip to Heinz 
NWR with Wyncote Audubon, which had about 40 
participants. There were lots of waterfowl including a 
nice “Brewer’s Duck”, a hybrid between Mallard (Anas 
platyrhynchos) and Gadwall (Anas strepera). Navin 
Sasikumar reported on a Bird Philly field trip that he 
guided to Morris Park that featured a good array of 
raptors including nice sightings of Red-tailed Hawk 
(Buteo jamaicensis) and Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo 
lineatus).

Announcements: George Armistead announced 
that his new book, Better Birding (2015), was recently 
published by Princeton Press and was “a #1 new release 
in natural history on Amazon”. Erica Brendel brought 
buttons for those voting for Bernie Sanders that said, 
“Another birder voting for Bernie.” Mike O’Brien was 
still offering bluebird boxes for sale.

Main Program: Steve Kacir hosted DVOC Photo 
Night. Rob Hynson won the Peregrine Award (Overall 
Best In Show) for his photograph of White-rumped 
Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis). First place winners 
were Todd Fellenbaum (“Birds” category), Todd Fel-
lenbaum (“Fauna”), Barb Bassett (“Flora”), Barb Bas-
sett (“Scenery”), and George Armistead (“Birders”).

January 1, 2016
Attendees: 31 members; 2 guests (Brittany Stewart, 

Bob Sharp). The Annual Members’ Meeting was held 
at the Jenkins Arboretum in Devon, PA.

Elections: The following Officers and Council-
ors were elected: Steve Kacir (President), George 
Armistead (Vice President), Linda Widdop (Secre-
tary), Bert Filemyr (Treasurer), Linda Widdop and 
Gregg Gorton (Councilors at Large). Barbara Granger 
and Tony Croasdale completed their terms, and 
were replaced by Holly Merker and Jason Weckstein. 
Because she was elected to Secretary, Linda Widdop 
could not remain on Council, leading Steve Kacir to 
select Tony Croasdale to continue to serve for an addi-
tional year.

Outgoing President Phil Witmer thanked the club 
for supporting him as president, and reassured mem-
bers that the club was in a strong position. In par-
ticular, Phil thanked Bert Filemyr for his continued 
dedication to the club serving as Treasurer and histo-
rian.

Fellows: Rob Bierregaard, Gregg Gorton, Matthew 
Halley, Scott McConnell, and Linda Widdop were 
announced as Fellows of the DVOC.

Honorary Members: Art McMorris, Christopher 
Walters, and Hart Rufe were announced as Honorary 
Members of the DVOC.

Cassinia: Matthew Halley announced that he had 
received all material from Dave Long. He thanked 
Dave for his long service as editor, and announced the 
creation of an editorial board to provide oversight for 
Cassinia, consisting of himself, Rob Bierregaard, Bar-
bara Granger, Art McMorris, and Linda Widdop.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art announced an expanded 
geographic area for the contest starting in 2016. Two 
additional NJ counties would now be included – Sus-
sex and Morris.

Local Notes: Holly Merker reported that a female 
Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) was photo-
graphed last week at Valley Forge National Histori-
cal Park (Montgomery County), but not relocated. 
Other sightings that were discussed included Pine 
Warbler (Setophaga pinus) at Fairmount Park, Bal-
timore Oriole (Icterus galbula) at Navin Sasikumar’s 
feeder, Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) in 
Bucks Co., and a male Wilson’s Warbler (Cardellina 
pusilla) in Carpenter’s Woods on the Christmas Bird 
Count. Art McMorris reported that the steeple repair 
in Manyunk would be complete before the Peregrine 
Falcon (Falco peregrinus) nesting season began. Gregg 
Gorton reported a mature Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leu-
cocephalus) from the Cynwyd Heritage Trail. George 
Armistead reported a Winter Wren (Troglodytes hie-
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malis) at 17th and Bainbridge St., and a Peregrine Fal-
con at 2nd and Washington Ave. with a pigeon in its 
talons. 

Programs: George announced that the next meet-
ing would feature a talk about bird rehabilitation by 
Lisa Smith, executive director of Tri-state Bird Rescue.

Treasurer’s Report: Bert Filemyr gave a presenta-
tion that highlighted an unusual year for the club’s 
finances, due to several factors including the 125th 
Gala, BirdPhilly, Philly Bird Race, and Cassinia, which 
over ran its budget at $7,500. Notwithstanding, he 
reassured the membership that the club was in good 
financial shape going forward, and full financial state-
ments had been submitted to Officers and Council for 
review.

Announcements: Paul Guris announced pelagic 
trips happening on Memorial Day Weekend. George 
proposed (in jest) a field trip to Oregon to visit the 
Bundy brothers and their armed occupation of fed-
eral buildings at the Malheur NWR. Steve encouraged 
members to consider making donations to support 
the refuge. Bob Horton donated some artwork of owls 
for the club to auction.

Main Program: Bert Filemyr, “From the Archives: 
Founder Samuel Nicholson Rhoads.”

January 21, 2016
Attendees: 20 members; 1 guests (Barbara Smith).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced two 

new members (Maryann O’Leary, David Wilbur), and 
reported a new application from Margaret Rohde.

Cassinia: Linda Widdop gave update on first Cas-
sinia editorial board meeting, and appealed to mem-
bers to write obituaries for members who passed in 
2014–2015.

Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters reported that the 
Trustees Report would be delivered at the meeting on 
February 4.

Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris asked all par-
ticipants from the 2015 contest to submit their check-
lists, and appealed to members to join the contest in 
2016.

Intern Fund: Chris Walters reported that the intern 
scholarship could not be supported by the income on 
principal of the fund.

Communications: Linda Widdop announced that 
development of a new website would begin when 
Navin Sasikumar returned from vacation.

Programs: Steve Kacir announced that the next 
meeting would feature Bruce Beehler, “Exploring New 
Guinea’s Lost Worlds and Elusive Birds of Paradise.”

Field Trips: Tony Croasdale reported that the owl 
walk at Andorra Meadow had 30 participants. An East-
ern Screech Owl (Megascops asio) was heard during 
the outing. He also announced the upcoming “Seeds 
and Sparrows” walk at Andorra Meadow on February 
6. Steve Kacir announced that he would lead a trip on 
January 30 to Tullytown in search of gulls.

Local Notes: Marty Dellwo joined other club 
members for a trip to Falls Township and Tullytown to 
search for winter gulls. Three banded gulls were found, 
and the birds were reported to banding websites, and 
information was returned to Holly Merker about age 
and location of banding. Tony Croasdale found an 
Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) dur-
ing the Mid-winter bird census. The bird was relocated 
the next day but has not been seen since. Barb Bas-
sett made a trip to Bucks County to see the continuing 
Mountain Bluebird. Steve Kacir and Brian Henderson 
also saw the Mountain Bluebird on a separate trip, and 
also found 114 Lesser Black-backed Gulls (Larus fus-
cus) at Church Rd., which was a Montgomery County 
high count. Holly Merker’s young birders group found 
a Wilson’s Warbler at the John Heinz NWR, and Anne 
Reeves also saw the bird.

Announcements: President Steve Kacir announced 
that the Banquet Committee chair was still vacant, 
and asked attendees to contact him if they were inter-
ested. Barbara Granger would provide assistance to 
the new chair when selected. Steve Kacir announced 
that the Checklist and Book Auction committees were 
disbanded, and added Navin Sasikumar to the Com-
munications Committee. Steve Kacir also solicited 
members to assist with social media, either as editors 
or administrators. Bert Filemyr reported that checks 
were rolling in. Art McMorris suggested reaching out 
to members who are in arrears personally to remind 
them about membership dues. Steve Kacir announced 
that Palmyra Nature Center would host a “Frost and 
Feathers Ball” on February 6.

Main Program: Lisa Smith, executive director of 
Tri-state Bird Rescue gave a program about wildlife 
rehabilitation.

February 4, 2016
Attendees: 19 members; 4 guests (Liz Hoffman, 

Barbara Smith, Lisa Smith, Jill Ann Lim).



Cassinia100

Abstracts of the Proceedings (2014–2016)

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 
application from Jochen Baurmeister.

Intern Fund: Chris Walters explained that the 
new Intern Fund would be managed by Trustees. It 
started with $10,000 and has added principal through 
donations of approximately $7,000 from members. 
Earnings do not support the full amount required 
by The Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel Uni-
versity, which has asked for $3000 in 2016 to support 
the intern.  The fund earned $600 in 2015. Members 
donated another $1600 so far in 2016, for a total of 
$2200, but an additional $800 was needed to make up 
the gap for 2016. Nate Rice has a significant project 
lined up for the intern already. 

Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters explained that the 
original “endowment” has been building for about 50 
years. The club has assets worth over $200,000 that 
are managed by three trustees (Chris Walters, Hart 
Rufe, Paul Guris). Money gained by investments are 
used for the general club fund, and additional funds 
are entrusted to the Trustees to fund intern program 
at the Academy of Natural Sciences. The main fund 
earned just over $14,000 in 2015, and $6100 were 
allocated to the Treasurer for general use; $8,000 were 
reinvested back into fund.

Field Trips: Steve Kacir announced that the Janu-
ary 30 trip to Tullytown, to search for gulls would be 

rescheduled for February 20, 
and that on February 21, Sandra 
Keller would lead a trip at Pal-
myra Cove Nature Park.

Local Notes: Steve Kacir 
reported 6 species of gulls in 
Tullytown (Bucks County) dur-
ing a scouting trip last Saturday. 
Matthew Halley saw an Ameri-
can Kestrel (Falco sparverius) at 
the University of Pennsylvania 
“Bio Pond.” Katrina Rakowski 
reported a Common Raven 
(Corvus corax) over Shoprite 
near Henry Ave. and Hunting 
Park Ave. in Philadelphia. Linda 
Rowan reported that the Winter 
Raptor Survey in lower Bucks 
County and Bristol yielded 30 
Bald Eagles, of which 24 were 
immatures.

Announcements: Steve Kacir 
announced the disbandment of the East Park Reser-
voir committee, since the reservoir would now become 
part of the soon-to-be-constructed Discovery Center. 
Oversight of the reservoir would be moved to the Con-
servation Committee. It was announced that Keith 
Russell won the American Birding Association’s Lud-
low Griscom award! Tony Croasdale joined the board 
of Old Swede’s Church, where Alexander Wilson is 
buried. Mike O’Brien announced bluebird houses for 
sale, with proceeds going to the senior center.

Matthew Halley reported that he found a lost col-
lection of bird specimens, collected by early DVOC 
member Thomas H. Montgomery, at the Wagner Free 
Institute of Science, and that the collection will need 
to be properly stored for research purposes. Mont-
gomery joined the DVOC in 1892 and made signifi-
cant scientific contributions. Halley proposed that the 
club fund a cabinet to preserve the skin collection.

Main Program: Bruce Beehler, “Exploring New 
Guinea’s Lost Worlds and Elusive Birds of Paradise.”

February 18, 2016
Attendees: 14 members; 6 guests (Joe Rucker, 

Therese Catanach, Brittany Stewart, Nancy Hoffman, 
Liz Hoffman, Ken Walsh).

Membership: Phil Witmer welcomed new mem-
bers Roger Bynum and Margaret Rohde, and read 

A note from George Spencer Morris to Witmer Stone, written in 1890: “Dear Mr. Stone, 
I have here the notes of Associate member Rhoads for May, which you need in making 
out the first [migratory arrival] dates for that month. I cannot very well bring it up to the 
Acad. but if there is any place that I can leave it where you can get it I will do so. I could 
sent it to 9th & Green by one of the fellows that goes out on that road & perhaps you 
could get it there. Yours, G. S. Morris” (ANSP Archives, Collection 570).
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Brittany Stewart’s membership application to mem-
bership.

Conservation: Phil Witmer reported that conser-
vation funds were raised in 2014 for American Kestrel 
Partnership. Three nest boxes were built and installed 
at Green Lane Park in Montgomery County, of which 
two were occupied and monitored by Phil Witmer.

Communications: Linda Widdop provided an 
update on the website development, which, it was 
announced, would be led by Navin Sasikumar.

Programs: Steve Kacir announced that the meeting 
on March 3 would feature Rick Wright, “Fire Under 
Glass: A Field Guide to the Hummingbirds of France.”

Local Notes: Steve Kacir reported on a pelagic trip 
out of Cape May on February 6, that yielded 15 North-
ern Fulmars (Fulmarus glacialis), 195 Dovekie (Alle 
alle), Common Murre (Uria aalge), 109 Razorbills 
(Alca torda), 21 Atlantic Puffins (Fratercula arctica), 12 
Kittiwakes (Rissa tridactyla), Iceland Gull (Larus glau-
coides) with a possible Thayer’s Gull (Larus glaucoides 
thayeri). The star of the show was a Great Skua (Ster-
corarius skua) stealing food from Great Black-backed 
Gulls (Larus marinus) and other birds. 

Bert Filemyr reported on two Barnacle Geese 
(Branta leucopsis) that were seen at FDR Park in Phila-
delphia, first found on Friday. They were unbanded and 
appeared to be wild birds. They did not come for bread 
handouts, suggesting that they were not domesticated.

Announcements: Brittany Stewart announced 
to great applause that she would volunteer to take 
over as Banquet Committee Chair. Matthew Halley 
announced that a party of volunteers met to begin to 
enter Julian Potter’s records into eBird, and that Dale 
Twining’s records were being entered by his grand-
daughter. Numerous records are stored at Academy. 
Art McMorris asked for reports of cliff nesting Per-
egrine Falcons in PA. Last year there were 46 nesting 
pairs in PA, but only 8 pairs using cliffs for their nest-
ing site. Others were on bridges or other structures.

Main Program: Joel Fry, “ The White Tail’d Buz-
zard: New evidence for William Bartram’s Painted 
Vulture from Florida.”

March 3, 2016
Attendees: 22 members; no guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed Brittany 

Stewart as the newest DVOC member and congratu-
lated her on diving right in as Banquet Committee 
Chairperson. No new member applications were read.

Conservation: George Armistead announced that 
the Philadelphia Bird Race (PBR) would be held on 
October 2, 2016. The event would be coordinated with 
John Heinz NWR’s annual Big Sit event. PBR proceeds 
would help fund the DVOC Intern Fund and Audu-
bon Window Strike project.

Bob Billings Big Year: Steve Kacir announced that 
Vincent Nichnadowicz was the winner of the 2015 
contest with 354 species seen.

Field Trips: Steve Kacir announced upcoming field 
trips. Patty Rehn would be leading a trip to Barnegat 
Lighthouse in New Jersey on March 12. Tony Croas-
dale would lead a trip to John Heinz NWR on March 
12, and an evening outing at Eastwick (adjacent to 
Heinz NWR) on March 12 for displaying American 
Woodcock (Scolopax minor). Steve Kacir would lead 
a trip to Green Lane Reservoir on March 19 to look 
for waterfowl.

Programs: George Armistead reminded members 
that the next meeting would be held on Thursday 
March 24 rather than March 18 because of St. Patrick’s 
Day. Anne Reeves would be presenting “Birding Hon-
duras.”

Local Notes: Steve Kacir reported that he and Tony 
Croasdale made a trip to New Castle County, DE last 
weekend. They heard a Sandhill Crane (Grus canaden-
sis) calling and saw 3 Rusty Blackbirds (Euphagus caro-
linus) at Dragon Run. Gregg Gorton reported that the 
resident Peregrine Falcon pair that utilize the steeple 
of St. John the Baptist Church in Manyunk seemed 
to be adjusting to the new nest box that Art McMor-
ris installed. The pair and nest box could be viewed 
by scope from the Cynwyd Heritage Trail. George 
Armistead reported a European Goldfinch (Carduelis 
carduelis) at the American Birding Association (ABA) 
headquarters bird feeder on Thursday. The bird was 
probably not a natural vagrant but still nice to see. Jack 
Creighton reported a Great Horned Owl (Bubo vir-
ginianus) perched at Heinz NWR, and he saw Sharp-
shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) and Cooper’s Hawk 
(A. cooperii) in the same tree. He also reported that the 
Bald Eagle nest at Heinz NWR had at least one egg, 
which was laid on February 17. Bert Filemyr and Mike 
Rosengarten spotted their first Tree Swallow (Tachy-
cineta bicolor) of the season at Prime Hook NWR in 
Delawar, and Bert reported spotting 299 species on a 
recent trip to Mexico.

Announcements: Steve Kacir announced that 
Chris Walters retired from the Banquet Commit-
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tee and Anita Guris officially joined the same com-
mittee. Steve Kacir and Rob Bierregaard discussed 
revamping the Ornithological Studies Committee 
to remove the short program component and move 
toward more citizen science projects. Gregg Gorton 
asked members to assist the Cynwyd Heritage Trail 
with an upcoming nestbox project. Bonnie Witmer 
announced that she and Phil Witmer were organiz-
ing the creation of a Bird Sanctuary in Westover 
Park which has been neglected for years. Efforts were 
underway to remove invasive plants, clean up and 
restore native habitat which includes a riparian area, 
and meadow habitat for birds. Members welcomed Dr. 
Frank Gill to the meeting, a DVOC honorary member 
and former curator of birds at the Academy of Natural 
Sciences.

Main Program: Rick Wright, “Fire Under Glass: A 
Field Guide to the Hummingbirds of France.”

April 7, 2016
The main program was canceled because of the 

death of Steve Kacir. DVOC members gathered at the 
Academy to support each other. Chairs were arranged 
in a circle, and members took turns sharing memories 
of Steve; many tears were shed on his behalf.

April 21, 2016
Attendees: 7 members; 7 guests (Keishla Almadover, 

Brian Dow, David Hewitt, Lukas Brummer, Elena 
Gable, Jason Kelsey, Alexis Demitroff).

Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed Liz Hoff-
man and Holger Pflicke as new members, and reported 
that Sandy Bauers had submitted an application.

Conservation: It was announced that Ridin’ Birdy, 
led by Tony Croasdale and including Matthew Halley, 
Bull Gervasi, and Jonathan Feenstra, would be repre-
senting DVOC in the World Series of Birding, to raise 
money for BirdPhilly. The team would ride bicycles 
and compete in the Carbon Footprint category.

Field Trips: Several upcoming trips were announced. 
Matthew Halley would lead a trip on April 23 at 
Sedgley Woods in East Fairmount Park. Martin Sel-
zer would lead a joint trip with Wyncote Audubon 
to Andorra Meadow in Wissahickon Park on April 
24. Sandra Keller would lead a trip to Palmyra Cove 
Nature Park on April 24. George Armistead would lead 
a walk at Bartram’s Garden on April 30. Gregg Gor-
ton would lead a walk at the Cynwyd Heritage Trail 

in Lower Merion on April 30. Bob Horton would lead 
a trip to Lakehurst Maxfield Field in Ocean County, 
NJ, to search for Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia lon-
gicauda) and Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus 
savannarum).

Local Notes: Rob Bierregaard reported that Tree 
Swallows were back near his home. Barb Bassett saw a 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris) at 
her feeder in Gloucester County, NJ on April 21. Linda 
Widdop said that Chimney Swifts (Chaetura pelagica) 
were seen at Lemon Hill Mansion. George Armistead 
heard a Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) fly-
over at 17th St in Philadelphia. Phil Witmer reported 
on the American Kestrel boxes at Green Lane Mont-
gomery County; one box was being used, and con-
tained 5 eggs. Barbara Granger observed a nest of the 
Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) at Penny-
pack Environmental Center in Philadelphia, with a 
nestling poking out of the nest cavity. Mike O’Brien 
saw a Merlin (Falco columbarius) on the roof of a nurs-
ing home at 35th and Chestnut St. in Philadelphia. 
Marty Dellwo reported that Frank Windfelder sent 
him a note about a Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) 
at the Northeast Philadelphia Airport runway, which is 
a late record for that species in city.

Announcements: Phil Witmer announced that he 
would assume the duties of President through Decem-
ber 2016 due to the death of Steve Kacir. The member-
ship committee would select a President to take over 
in January 2017 for a single year term, in order to keep 
the traditional terms of Secretary and Vice President 
intact. Bonnie Witmer announced that Tredyffrin Bird 
Sanctuary was now official. Linda Widdop announced 
that Conserve Wildlife NJ needed volunteers to help 
with horseshoe crab flipping along Delaware bayshore. 
The Delaware Bird-a-thon, coordinated by the Del-
marva Ornithological Society (DOS) was announced 
for April 30 – May 8. The event would raise money for 
conservation for bird habitat in Delaware.

Main Program: Lisa Kiziuk, “Conservation Gone 
Wild! Boost Biodiversity While Building Healthier 
Communities.”

May 17, 2016
Attendees: 18 members; 1 guests (Juxi Zhao). Juxi 

was a Wheaton College (Illinois) student, visiting her 
home in the Greater Philadelphia for summer break.
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Membership: Bonnie Witmer reported that Sage 
Crystal, of Philadelphia, has submitted an application 
for membership, which will go through the DVOC 
member application process.

Nominations: Art McMorris reported that there 
was a discussion about the next slate of officers, given 
the significant and untimely loss of our dear President, 
Stephen Kacir. Phil Witmer, former DVOC President, 
graciously agreed to resume the office of DVOC Presi-
dent for the remainder of 2016. In keeping with the 
traditional timelines for officers, the current DVOC 
Officers, excluding the President, will remain in their 
current term obligations. The Committee asked Mar-
tin Dellwo to serve as DVOC President for a one-year 
term in 2017, and he has accepted the nomination.

Field Trips: Jack Creighton reported about his most 
recent DVOC field trip. Tony Croasdale led a walk at 
Rittenhouse Square on Tuesday morning, with lots of 
warblers, thrushes, and a high count of 7 (!) Ovenbirds 
(Seiurus aurocapilla). Tony Croasdale announced 
an upcoming BirdPhilly walk at Mt. Moriah. Sandra 
Keller announced a walk at Myers Cove. Jack Creigh-
ton announced a walk at Lower Merion Park in Ard-
more, for the Lower Merion Conservancy. Matthew 
Halley and Phil Witmer announced that they would 
lead a trip at the John James Audubon Center at Mill 
Grove on Saturday May 28. Phil commended Tony 
Croasdale for leading so many walks, and for helping 
to fill the DVOC field trip schedule with great bird-
ing opportunities, especially in Philadelphia County. 

George pointed out that BirdPhilly held around 42 
walks in 2015, with the average attendance being 
around 30 people!

Programs: Kashi Davis was scheduled to present 
“Hurricanes and Beach Nesting Birds: There’s More 
than Meets the Eye” at the last regular meeting before 
the summer break, on Thursday, June 2.

Local Notes: George Armistead had a singing 
Chestnut-sided Warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica) in 
Center City Philadelphia. Anne Reeves let us know 
that the Summer Tanager, found by Drexel student 
Emily Ostrow at Bartram’s Garden on May 14, was still 
present as of May 19. George Armistead announced 
a new BirdPhilly group in the WhatsApp applica-
tion for mobile phones, that would be used to spread 
news about rare birds in the Philadelphia region. Tony 
Croasdale mentioned that he and Matthew Halley 
would be conducting a census of the breeding birds of 
Philadelphia in 2016, and asked for volunteers to help 
count birds. Peter Burns reported that a group of bird-
ers would be surveying Pennypack Park for breeding 
Wood Thrushes (Hylocichla mustelina). Mike O’Brien 
reported seeing a Worm-eating Warbler (Helmitheros 
vermivorum) at 53rd St. and Chestnut St. in Philadel-
phia, in addition to a Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus). 
Marty Dellwo reported a Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria 
virens) at Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) Park in 
Philadelphia, on Sunday May 15.

Announcements: Barbara Granger reported on 
the upcoming banquet, and her work with new 

chairperson Brittany Stewart. 
Phil Witmer announced that 
Bob Wallace, a DVOC member, 
donated a bunch of books to 
DVOC, which would be avail-
able for sale with proceeds 
going to DVOC. Tony Croasdale 
thanked the DVOC membership 
for their generous donations to 
Ridin Birdy, the DVOC-spon-
sored World Series of Birding 
team. Marty Dellwo explained 
that he was robbed at knifepoint 
at Bartram’s Garden on a Sunday 
evening in mid-May. He was not 
harmed physically, but wanted 
to alert our members to be care-
ful when birding alone. Tony 

A postcard announcing a meeting of the DVOC on October 6, 1898 (ANSP Archives, 
Collection 570). The meeting featured an “Exhibition of the Hoopes Collection.”
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Croasdale, who lives near Bartram’s Garden, offered 
to join anyone wishing to have a companion for safety.  
Mike O’Brien announced that he would be selling 
birdhouses for $35 each.

Main Program: Ann Reeves, “Birding Honduras.”

June 2, 2016
Attendees: Members not counted; 5 guests (Liz 

Porter, Jake Norton, Caitlyn Norton, David Hewitt, 
Frank DeFazzio).

Membership: Sage Crystal, Yuxi Zhao, and Jenny 
Uehling were entered as new members, and no new 
member applications submitted.

Conservation: Phil noted that over $2800 have 
been donated in memory of Steve Kacir.

Field Trips: Two upcoming BirdPhilly trips were 
announced: June 4 at Houston Meadows, and June 11 
at Fox Chase Farm. The latter walk would be followed 
by a presentation by Matthew Halley at Pennypack 
Environmental Center.

Programs: This meeting marked the end of the 
2015–2016 regular meeting schedule. The Annual Pic-
nic would take place at Paul and Anita Guris’s house 
on July 16. The next official meeting would be in mid-
September, and the program would be Matthew Hal-
ley, “Thomas Jefferson: Birder-in-Chief.”

Local Notes: George Armistead, Todd Fellenbaum, 
Annie Reeves and Holly Merker took a trip to Bombay 
Hook, Little Creek and other spots last Saturday. They 

saw the Ruff (Calidris pugnax) and Wilson’s Phala-
rope (Phalaropus tricolor), but the Red Knots (Calidris 
canutus) had “moved on.” Last Friday, Marty Dellwo 
and Linda Widdop saw Northern Bobwhite (Colinus 
virginianus), Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea), and 
Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum), 
but missed the Ruff at Bombay Hook. Rob Bier-
regaard reported nesting red-phase Eastern Screech 
Owls (Megascops asio) in his yard. Tony Croasdale 
reported seeing a Prairie Warbler (Setophaga discolor) 
at Andorra Meadow in the Wissahickon. Gregg Gor-
ton reported that the Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregri-
nus) in Manayunk were about to fledge. Art McMorris 
reported that the City Hall Peregrines were checked 
and Mayor Kinney attended the banding “ceremony” 
for the nestlings. He showed a lot of interest and asked 
intelligent questions. Phil Witmer reported that 3 eggs 
had disappeared from one of the nest boxes at Green 
Lane, and the adults may have abandoned the nest. 
However, the second nest box appeared to be active, 
with adults nearby and had 4 eggs.

Announcements: A photo of Annie Reeves was 
featured in the quarterly newsletter of the American 
Birding Association (ABA). Tony Croasdale reported 
that he and Matthew Halley were organizing the Phila-
delphia Breeding Bird Census. He asked for volunteers 
to comb the green spaces of Philadelphia during early 
morning surveys, to count the number of singing indi-
vudals of each species, and tally behavioral evidence 

of breeding like birds feeding 
young or carrying food, nest 
material, or fecal sacs. 

Main Program: Kashi Davis, 
“Hurricanes and Beach Nest-
ing Birds: More Than Meets the 
Eye.”

September 15, 2016
Attendees: 31 members; 

9 guests (Jill Saul, Liz Porter, 
Nina Desianti, Laura Montagna, 
Brad Montagna, Elaine Whit-
man, Raja Stephenson, Julia and 
Danny).

Membership: Bonnie Wit-
mer announced the names of 
all those admitted to member-
ship over the summer hiatus: 
Scott Ahern, Caleb Hunt, Victo-

A postcard announcing a meeting of the DVOC on November 17, 1898 (ANSP Archives, 
Collection 570). The meeting featured a presentation by Witmer Stone on “Some early 
Philadelphia Collections and Collectors,” that was later adapted by Stone into a print 
article that appeared in The Auk (1890, 2: 166–167).
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ria Sindlinger, Yuxi Zhao, Jennifer Uehling, and Sage 
Crystal. Bonnie also reported that applications were 
pending for John Vassallo, Karen Rankin-Baransky, 
and Heather Kostick.

Cassinia: Matthew Halley announced that he has 
received enough material for the upcoming issue, 
and that a formal obituary for Steve Kacir was being 
prepared. He asked that DVOC members send brief 
remembrances to add to a tribute to Steve. Matthew 
announced that there are currently no deadlines for 
submissions for the following Cassinia issues, and he 
expects that Cassinia would soon be back on its former 
publication schedule (one issue every two years).

Field Trips: Several upcoming trips were 
announced. Patty Rehn would lead a walk at the band-
ing station at Rushton Farm Preserve on September 17. 
Jane Henderson would lead a walk at Fort Washington 
State Park on September 17. Keith Russell would lead 
a walk along the Tacony Creek on September 24. Tony 
Croasdale would lead a walk at John Heinz NWR on 
September 24.

Local Notes: Art McMorris gave a status report 
on Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus) breeding in 
Pennsylvania. He announced that there were 46 pairs, 
and 34 nested successfully in 2016. A total of 85 young 
falcons fledged. He stated that the species is currently 
listed as “Endangered.” The population met all bench-
marks in 2015 and 2016 for upgrading to “Threatened.” 
The change will be made to its status if benchmarks 
are made again in 2017. Art further explained that 
the goal of the PA Game Commission is to achieve 
a stable, secure population, and takes into consider-
ation all of the potential ramifications of delisting. 
Many members mentioned seeing Red-breasted Nut-
hatches (Sitta canadensis) recently. George Armistead 
mentioned that a Baird’s Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii), 
and other great shorebirds continue in the sand bars at 
John Heinz NWR. Nikolas Haass stated that a Laugh-
ing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) had recently turned 
up in Australia (!), causing a stir. Rob Bierregaard 
reported on his research, tracking individual Ospreys 
from Newfoundland and Cape Cod. Marty Dellwo 
announced that a Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verti-
calis) had been recently seen in Whitemarsh Township 
(Montgomery Co.) at Dixon Meadow.

Announcements: Bert Filemyr announced that he 
would be stepping down as webmaster and Navin Sasi-
kumar will be taking on the responsibility. Navin and 
the membership thanked Bert for his tireless efforts to 

keep the website current and functioning as a resource 
to the membership and birding community.

Main Program: Matthew Halley, “Thomas Jeffer-
son: Birder-in-Chief.” Also, Nikolas Haass gave a brief 
presentation on pelagic birds of the Australian coast.

October 6, 2016
Attendees: 15 members; 1 guest (Nina Desianti).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed new 

members Ken Walsh, Lisa Fanning, and Rob Fanning.
Programs: The October 20 was announced as a 

“fall social,” to take place at Earth Bread + Brewery in 
Mt. Airy, Philadelphia. The next formal meeting at the 
Academy was announced for November 3, and would 
feature a program by Bert Filemyr and Matthew Hal-
ley about the history and future of Cassinia.

Field Trips: Several upcoming trips were 
announced. Debbie Beer would be leading the Big Sit 
at John Heinz NWR, on October 9; simultaneously, 
Lisa and Rob Fanning would be leading a Big Sit at 
Sandy Hook on October 9. The Witmers announced 
a “Little Sit” at their house on October 8. Keith Rus-
sell would be leading a walk on the Delaware River 
Trail on October 15. Martin Selzer would be leading 
a walk at Houston Meadow on October 23. Addition-
ally, members were invited to Rushton Farm Preserve 
in Malvern, PA, to observe the banding of Northern 
Saw-whet Owls (Aegolius acadicus) on October 30. 
The Philadelphia Bird Race was announced for Satur-
day October 9.

Local Notes: Rob Bierregaard gave members an 
update on the Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) migration. 
One of his tagged birds was blown out into the Atlantic 
by a storm, and Rob was hoping that she gets back to 
land. Three other tagged birds were navigating around 
Hurricane Matthew, and one was in Guantanamo Bay 
Cuba and seems to have survived. Bob Horton saw 
the Lark Bunting (Calamospiza melanocorys) that was 
found at Sandy Hook, NJ, two weeks ago. The bird was 
viewed over the course of 3 days. Marty Dellwo saw 22 
species at John Heinz NWR in Philadelphia, and Jack 
Creighton reported seeing many migrants at the ref-
uge. Linda Widdop saw Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospiza 
lincolnii) in Jenkintown, PA.

Announcements: It was announced that the 
annual banquet would happen on November 17 at 
the Sheet Metal Workers Union Hall in Philadelphia. 
Members were encouraged to use the new online web 
form to register. Price remained the same as last year 
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at $49.50! Gregg Gorton asked for nominations for 
the Witmer Stone award for writing, and Phil Witmer 
asked for Rosalie Edge Conservation Award nominees. 
Mike O’Brien announced that he had blue bird houses 
for sale to support the senior home garden club, and 
also that the loop drive at Forsythe NWR in New Jer-
sey was closed for construction.

Main Program: Linda Widdop, “Frontiers in 
Pennsylvania: Birding Potter, Cameron and Clinton 
Counties.”

October 20, 2016
This meeting was the “Fall Social” at Earth Bread + 

Brewery in Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, held in collabora-
tion with Wyncote Audubon. No DVOC business was 
conducted.

November 3, 2016
Attendees: 13 members; 1 guests (Lauren Diamond).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed Perri 

Strawn and Stuart Wilder as new members.
Cassinia: Matthew Halley reported that he cre-

ated pages on Wikipedia.org about the DVOC and 
Cassinia, because such pages (to his surprise) did not 
previously exist.

Field Trips: Debbie Beer would be leading a trip to 
the Hidden Valley banding station on Kittatiny Ridge 
(Schuylkill Co.) on November 5, to observe the band-
ing of Northern Saw-whet Owls. Martin Selzer would 
be leading a trip at Andorra Meadow on November 6, 
to look for late fall migrants.

Local Notes: Matthew Halley reported that volun-
teers at Rushton Farms banding station recently cap-
tured 29 owls in one night (!), a record for the site. He 
also stated that a recent article in the Wilson Journal 
of Ornithology addresses the relationship between 
moon cycle and saw-whets capture rates. Bob Mercer 
stated that on a night with a lunar eclipse, it was evi-
dent that more owls were captured during the time of 
the eclipse. Phil Witmer added that the saw-whet is the 
most likely of the owls to be predated, so they are more 
secretive during the full moon. Also, the owls are more 
likely to see and avoid the nets in moonlight. Matthew 
Halley reported a Red-breasted Nuthatch in the previ-
ous week, and said that he was told by Jason Weck-
stein that a Common Raven (Corvus corax) fly over 
his yard in Wynnewood, PA. Marty Dellwo reported 
American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus), Eurasian 

“Storm” Wigeon (Anas penelope), and Common Gal-
linule (Gallinula galeata) at Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
(FDR) Park in Philadelphia. He also reported sight-
ings of Dicksissel (Spiza americana), Vesper Spar-
row (Pooecetes gramineus) and Clay-colored Sparrow 
(Spizella pallida) at Pennypack on the Delaware, 
where Frank Windfelder recently saw a Lark Sparrow 
(Chondestes grammacus). Rob Bierregaard reported 
seeing his first Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) of 
the year, and a large chevron of Snow Geese (Chen 
caerulescens) flying overhead. He also reported that an 
observer photographed a very pale Clay-colored Spar-
row at the Cape May Hawk Watch platform. Phil Wit-
mer reported that the first White throated Sparrows 
(Zonotrichia albicollis) of the year arrived this week to 
his yard. 

Bert Filemyr asked the group a rhetorical question: 
“Should I travel 6½ hours to New Hampshire to try to 
get the White Wagtail (Motacilla alba) that has been 
seen there?” He gave the details of the movements, 
visibility and invisibility of the bird. The general con-
sensus of the members present was, “Don’t go, stay 
home and help your wife paint, as you promised.” Bob 
Mercer reported seeing and hearing a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet (Regulus calendula) singing in his yard on 
October 18. Navin Sasikumar reported a Black-
capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) in his yard in 
Philadelphia. Matthew Halley found the severed wing 
of a Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) while walk-
ing past the 30th Street Station, brought it home to 
the freezer, and prepared it for the Ornithology Col-
lection at the Academy of Natural Sciences the next 
day. He believed the bird to be a victim of one of the 
city’s Peregrine Falcons. Jill Saul found a dead Golden-
crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa), an apparent victim 
of a window strike, prompting Matthew Haley to offer 
instructions on what to do if one finds a dead bird, 
and wants to donate it to the Academy collection. Art 
McMorris warned that finding a group of dead birds 
could be an indication of poisoning, and in that case 
one should not touch the birds.

Announcements: Phil Witmer shared information 
on two upcoming events: “Search for Eagles” on the 
Dr. S. Marie Kuhnen Memorial Field Trip at the Dela-
ware Water Gap on the first Sunday of December 2016, 
January, February, and March 2017; and the “Festival 
of the Birds” at Presque Isle on May 5–7, where Scott 
Weidensaul would be the guest speaker. Rick Mellon 
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showed slides from a German 
article on bird identification.

Main Program: Bert Filemyr 
and Matthew Halley, “History 
and Future of Cassinia.”

November 17, 2016
The Annual Banquet, held at 

the Sheet Metal Workers Inter-
national Association, on Colum-
bus Blvd. in Philadelphia.

Awards: George Armistead 
and Hart Rufe were co-awarded 
the Witmer Stone Award. Mat-
thew Halley was awarded the 
Julian Potter Award. Dr. Ste-
phen Kress was awarded the 
Rosalie Edge Conservation 
Award, for his work on Project 
Puffin, restoring the Atlantic 
Puffin (Fratercula arctica) to the coast of Maine.

Main Program: Katie Fallon, “Coffee, Coal, and 
Cooperation: Saving the Cerulean Warbler.”

December 1, 2016
Attendees: 29 members; 5 guests (Maribel Sin-

dlinger, Randall Sindlinger, Lauren Diamond, Brian, 
Ernie).

Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed Bill 
Kunze as a new member.

Nominations: Art McMorris announced the fol-
lowing nominees for DVOC Officers and Councilors: 
Martin Dellwo (President), George Armistead (Vice 
President), Linda Widdop (Secretary), Bert Filemyr 
(Treasurer), Barbara Bassett and Navin Sasikumar 
(Councilors at Large). The terms of Councilors Gregg 
Gorton and Tony Croasdale would be coming to a 
close. Matthew Halley would be continuing as Editor, 
as appointed by the Officers. Members in attendance 
had the opportunity to offer additional names for 
nomination, but none were suggested.

Field Trips: George Armistead announced that he 
would lead a trip to Cape May, NJ, on Sunday, Decem-
ber 4.

Local Notes: Debbie Beer announced that Al 
Guarente found Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus 
mexicanus) at Springton Lake in Delaware County. 
Many DVOCers traveled to Lancaster County to see 

a Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus). Anne 
Reeves found a Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes 
erythrocephalus) by the gazebo at Pennypack on the 
Delaware in Philadelphia. Many uncommon hum-
mingbirds were being reported from Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, including one Black-chinned Hum-
mingbird (Archilochus alexandri) at Mike Fritz’s yard 
in November. Frank Windfelder reported an Orange-
crowned Warbler (Vermivora celata) at Pennypack on 
the Delaware.

Announcements: Mike O’Brien announced that 
he had a few bluebird houses left for sale for $35, and 
that they would make a good Christmas gift. George 
Armistead offered for sale ($25) one copy of Birds of 
Pennsylvania.

Main Program: David Hewitt, “Cities aren’t like 
Ecosystems, Cities are Ecosystems.”

December 15, 2016
Attendees: 25 members; 1 guest (Lauren Diamond).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

member Tom Reed, and a membership application 
from Todd Alleger.

Field Trips: Navin announced a field trip to Mt. 
Moriah Cemetery on January 7.

Local Notes: Rick Mellon posed a question he 
heard many years ago: “What bird breeds within sight 
of the Empire State Building in New York City, yet has 

A postcard announcing a meeting of the DVOC on November 3, 1898 (ANSP Archives, 
Collection 570), at which a rare collection of Alaskan birds were displayed by Edward A. 
McIlhenny.
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never been recorded in New York State?” Answer: Car-
olina Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis); although this 
may no longer be true. Rick explained that he never 
has problems identifying chickadees in the Pocono 
Mountains, the northern tier of Pennsylvania and 
points north. Mike O’Brien reported 2 Black Vultures 
(Coragyps atratus) roosting at the Senior Center in 
Philadelphia. Linda Widdop reported Black-capped 
Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) at a feeder in Rydal, 
PA. Barbara Bassett reported Cackling Geese (Branta 
hutchinsii) in Clarksboro, NJ.

Announcements: Jack Creighton announced his 
interest to organize an art show for DVOC members 
in 2017. Phil Witmer announced that nominations for 
Honorary Members and Fellows should be submitted 
to him before the Annual Members Meeting in Janu-
ary. Bert Filemyr explained that “Honorary” should be 
thought of as “Honored.”

Main Program: Martin Dellwo hosted the annual 
photo night. A total of 127 photos were submitted 

by 18 members, to be judged by a panel consisting of 
Steve Mattan, Patty Rehn and Marty Dellwo. Todd 
Fellenbaum was awarded the Steve Kacir Memo-
rial Award for his photo of Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
(Tryngites subruficollis). Winners in the “Bird” cate-
gory were Marvin Hyett (1st place), Todd Fellenbaum 
(2nd), Frank Windfelder (3rd), and Todd Fellenbaum 
(Honorable Mention). Winners in the “Fauna” cat-
egory were Todd Fellenbaum (1st place), Bert Filemyr 
(2nd), Todd Fellenbaum (3rd), Anne Bekker and 
George Armistead (Honorable Mentions). Winners 
in the “Flora” category were Todd Fellenbaum (1st 
place), Bert Filemyr (2nd), Todd Fellenbaum (3rd), 
Anne Bekker and George Armistead (Honorable 
Mentions). Winners in the “Scenery” category were 
Andy Smith (1st place), Anne Bekker (2nd), and Bert 
Filemyr (3rd). Winners in the “Birders” category were 
George Armistead (1st place), Brian Quindlen (2nd), 
and Bert Filemyr (3rd).


