Sanctuary or'!.

Slaughter Pen?

Bird concentration areas

may be one or the other
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OR many years it has been the good fortune of na-

turalists, and especially bird students, to visit the

southernmost tip of New Jersey during the autumn
months. There are few places on the continent more
ideally situated, geographically, for concentrating and
harboring great numbers of migratory birds. But, as is
usual with such areas, the woods at Cape May Point have
attracted a potent enemy of birds; the man with the gun.
This is an example of a situation that seems to be in-
evitable: a natural phenomenon that is of thrilling and
breathtaking dimensions to one man inspires his neigh-
bor to run for a shotgun.

The local residents have always claimed, almost as a
birthright, the privilege of taking what birds they pleased
from the immense flocks that annually visit their county.
Robins, thrushes, flickers, woodcock and various hawks
were shot and netted almost without restriction. “‘Flicker
poles” were formerly used, devices for wholesale slangh-
ter that are still operated on the Eastern Shore of Mary-
land and elsewhere. Most of the kill was taken home for
the pot, including the smaller hawks, whose rich breast
meat is considered very palatable.

Of course a good many non-edible birds—night herons,

crows, vultures and ospreys—were shot down “for the
fun of seeing them drop,” or for “target practice.” Many
gunners protested to me, on more than one occasion, that
it was a shame that they were not allowed to shoot at any
hawk that came along, as it was so convenient to get such
practice just before the opening of the hunting season!

Protective laws have not been strong enough medicine,
and an habitual disregard for them proved contagious.

A solution to this problem has been worked out at Cape
May Point during the last five years and is nearing per-
fection in the Witmer Stone Wild Life Sanctuary, estab-
lished in the fall of 1935 by the National Association of
Audubon Societies. )

In order that the all-important relationship of the sanc-
tuary to the migratory flights may be understood, the
latter should be briefly explained.

The tip of New Jersey may be compared to the mouth
of a giant funnel. Under ordinary conditions the fall
migrants that journey southward along the coastal strip
move towards the bottom of the funnel along its seaward
side. Their numbers are Jarge but not overwhelming. More
important lanes of travel lie inland in parallel lines along
the ridges. A strong wind from the northwest strikes these
lines of flight at right angles. If the
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the outer edge—the Atlantic Ocean—
they struggle southward into the fun-
nel’s mouth, often clinging precariously
to the outer strips. Doubtless many are
carried out to sea and, on the tail of a

THE LOCATION OF THE
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Above is Dr, Witmer Stone, noted erni-
thologist and botanist, who started the
movement for the protection of bird life
here, and in whose honor the sanctuary
is named
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