General Notes
Bohemian Waxwing at Island Beach State Park, NJ
2004 got off to a great start with a New Year’s Day notice on NJBirds that Alex Tongas had reported a
Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus) at Island Beach State Park. The bird was first observed on a trail
called “Reed’s Road” about ½ mile south of the park entrance, and over the course of the following 6 weeks it
was seen off and on by many observers at that location or near the bathing beach bath houses about 3 miles
further south.
Island Beach is a barrier island, many miles long but only about a mile wide, in Ocean County, NJ. Vegetation
consists of small hollies, cedars and oaks and shrub/scrub. The Bohemian Waxwing was often seen in the company
of European Starlings, American Robins and Cedar Waxwings, eating cedar and holly berries or resting in the
oak trees. In mid-February, observers reported as many as 4 Bohemian Waxwings at the site, and single Bohemian
Waxwings were also reported in mid-February at Sandy Hook and Nummy Island, NJ. The last report from
Island Beach was on Feb. 16.
Bohemian waxwings are considered accidental in New Jersey. Their breeding range is in Alaska and in
north-central and western Canada, just barely reaching the northern border of Washington and Montana. Like
North America’s other waxwing, the Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum), they are highly frugivorous,
especially in winter. In the winter they wander widely searching for crops of winter fruit; they descend on fruitbearing trees and shrubs in flocks, eat all the fruit, and then move on. Their nomadic wanderings in winter
normally do not extend any further south than Vermont and New Hampshire in the east (Witmer, 2002). As of
1999 there had been 16 reports of this species in New Jersey, with 7 records accepted by the New Jersey Bird
Records Committee (Walsh et al., 1999). The first accepted record was in Princeton in 1962, and the first record
for Ocean County was in 1968, when 3 were reported in Barnegat (Walsh et al., 1999). The Island Beach bird is
the second record for Ocean County.
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Brewer’s Blackbirds in Salem County, New Jersey
On February 1, 2004, Frank Lenik, George Elmer and I were participating in the Salem County Raptor
Census when we passed cattle feeding on hay in a paddock near Hancock’s Bridge, NJ. Among the Red-winged
Blackbirds and Brown-headed Cowbirds were two female Brewer’s Blackbirds (Euphagus cyanocephalus), allbrown birds with brown eyes, larger and thinner-billed than the female cowbirds. Other observers subsequently
found a maximum of eight birds, six females and two males, the last sighting being February 16.
Brewer’s Blackbirds were first recorded in Salem County in 1989 and were annual until 1994. Since that
time there had been no sightings in the county until the spring of 2001, when birds were recorded near Sharptown.
Paul Driver
915 Melrose Avenue
Elkins Park, PA 19027

Cape May Warbler in February
Nearly a century ago, the legendary Frank Chapman said: “To have seen a Cape May stamps the day’s
outing with a memorable distinction” (Chapman, 1907). A Cape May Warbler is always a good bird, but in
February in Bucks County, PA, far from its traditional winter home in the West Indies, it was an exciting
surprise.
On February 21, 2004, after a morning of birding, I opened the door of my car, and a bird zipped over my
head and landed in the tree that my car was parked under. I had just spent three hours at Silver Lake Nature
Center in Bristol examining dozens of Yellow-rumped Warblers and more dozens of White-throated Sparrows,
searching, as we birders always do, for something unusual. And here was the unexpected, waiting for me in the
parking lot: a very cooperative Cape May Warbler (Dendroica tigrina) flitting about directly overhead in the
lower branches of a Norway spruce.
The thrill of finding a rare bird is quickly overcome by the feeling of urgency to get more eyes on the bird
for documentation. Thankfully, the bird did not stray far from the nature center parking lot, making the rounds
of the nearby spruce and maple trees. It remained in the area from February 21 until at least March 1, a ten-day
period during which many people observed and photographed this wayward warbler (see photo by Terri Lynn
Van Kirk in the Sightings section).
The trees that attracted the Cape May had all been drilled by Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, and the warbler
was observed drinking from the wells. The earliest literature reports that I have been able to find of Cape May
Warblers using sapsucker wells as a food source are in 1953. In that year, Arthur Cleveland Bent reported that
“Cape May and other warblers have been drinking sap from holes dug in trees by sapsuckers” (Bent, 1953). In
the same year, Lawrence Kilham recounted observations from the previous September of Cape May and other
warblers, as well as hummingbirds, feeding on the sap of a yellow birch drilled by sapsuckers (Kilham, 1953).
Dunn and Garrett (1997) also reported that migratory stragglers may use sap wells drilled by sapsuckers.
On two occasions I have observed Cape May Warblers feeding from sapsucker wells at Cape May Point,
NJ. Fellow DVOC members Paul Guris and Frank Windfelder (pers. comm.) have reported seeing Cape May
Warblers in trees drilled by sapsuckers. So watch out and look up! There may be a brightly colored “Little
Tiger” lurking in your local sapsucker tree.
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Red-necked Phalarope (First County Record), White Ibis and
Painted Bunting at Palmyra Cove Nature Park, NJ
On May 14 2004, at about 10:30 AM, I was walking along the edge of the Delaware River at Palmyra
Cove Nature Park in Burlington County, NJ when I noticed two small birds taking a short flight and then
alighting on the water in the middle of the river. The birds appeared to be shorebirds, and were too small to be
any other species normally seen on water. By default, they had to be phalaropes, but they were too distant and
there was too much heat haze for me to be sure which species. I watched them for about twenty minutes as
they very slowly made their way upriver, feeding in typical phalarope fashion on the water surface and taking
occasional short flights. Boats passed by without seeming to bother the birds. I had hoped they would come
close enough for positive identification, but they stayed far out in the middle of the river. I then returned to my
car, got my scope, and went back to where I had last seen the birds. Fortunately they were still there, and I was
able to confirm the first Burlington County record for Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus), a male
and a female. What is interesting about this sighting is that it was during a period of hot weather, with no storm
to explain this unusual inland record.
On August 15 2004, at about 9:30 AM, I was listening to calling Least Bitterns at the Big Pit when I
spotted an unusual looking bird flying north above the trees along the Delaware River. Through my binoculars
I could see the long curved bill that identified it as an ibis, and the white wings with dark tips and white rump
indicated a juvenile White Ibis (Eudocimus albus). It then coasted down behind the trees, looking as though it
was going to land. When I got to the river edge I found the bird walking on the mudflats below the TaconyPalmyra Bridge. There were a few Great Egrets with it. It stayed for only a few minutes before taking off
northwards. It still had the gray, not yet orange, bill and legs of a young juvenile, along with a pale belly. The
back and wings were brownish. This was a new site record for Palmyra, and only the second for Burlington
County, the first being one found at Whitesbog a number of years ago.
On September 30 2004, two days after tropical storm Jeanne passed by our area, I was observing a
Lincoln’s Sparrow in a weedy area near the parking lot at about 4:30 PM when my attention was drawn to an
unusual bird. It was unusual in that it had a green crown and back. The wings and auriculars were grayishbrown, and the underparts were pale yellowish-white. There was a pale wing bar and a complete thin pale eye
ring. It was similar to an Indigo Bunting in shape. It was a juvenile Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris), the
second site record of this species for Palmyra. I observed it for about twenty minutes at close range. It was
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inconspicuously feeding in the brushy vegetation, and it then flew up into a tree before I lost it. The bird was refound four days later, but unfortunately proved elusive to most observers.
Paul Driver
915 Melrose Avenue
Elkins Park, PA 19027

Rufous Hummingbird in Bristol, PA
In recent years there have been more frequent sightings and bandings of vagrant Selasphorus hummingbirds
in the East. The question that arises is whether this is due to more hummingbirds being off course, or to an
increased number of people leaving hummingbird feeders up late in the year and watching for vagrants.
In the late fall of 2004 a resident of Bristol Borough, Bucks County, PA contacted Bob Mercer at Silver
Lake Nature Center to report that a hummingbird was still visiting their feeder. I live in Bristol Borough so I was
asked to call the resident and arrange to see it and attempt to identify it. The arrangements were made. I am no
expert, so I studied the Beginner’s Guide to Hummingbirds (Stokes and Stokes, 2002), focusing on the Rufous
and Allen’s Hummingbirds. This would be a tough call since the two birds are very similar, and a definitive
identification is best made with the bird in hand. Mick Jeitner and I visited the homowner’s back yard early one
morning. We were rewarded quickly with good views of this little bird. One thing we could be sure of was that
it was not a Ruby-throated Hummingbird. It appeared to be a Selasphorus, and we decided it was most likely a
Rufous since that is the more likely of the two Selasphorus species with established vagrancy patterns in the
East.
Nick Pulcinella was called, and arrangements were made for him to come to band the hummingbird and
make a positive identification. He came to Bristol on Saturday Dec. 11, 2004. Nick set up the trap and placed
the feeder inside. The homeowner had seen the hummer already that morning. It was not long before the bird
flew to the feeder and was trapped. Nick went to work and banded the bird after identifying it as an immature
female Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus). The homeowner got to hold the bird, and photos were taken.
Nick found that it was well below the normal weight for the species and had no body fat reserve, probably
because of the prevailing low temperatures. As a result, the bird was stressed by the event and we had to give it
some sugar water before releasing it. We watched it for a while, fearful that it would not survive the banding. I
called the homeowner later that day and she reported that the hummer had returned to the feeder. It continued in
that yard for another week, and was seen by a group of people conducting the Southern Bucks County Christmas
Bird Count on December 18. We were happy to have this bird on our count, a first for the Southern Bucks
County CBC. It is thought that the bird succumbed to the severe cold snap shortly after the CBC. For most of
early December, the average temperatures had been in the forties and fifties. On December 19th, the day after
the CBC and the last day the bird was sighted, the average temperature dropped to 31 degrees F, and dropped
further into the teens and twenties for the next two days.
The homeowner had requested that the presence of this Rufous Hummingbird not be publicized. The
reason for this request, and what makes this sighting even more unusual, is the nature of the yard this bird
adopted. Bristol Borough is a small town of mostly row homes on one-way streets. The yard where the hummer
was feeding was literally a postage stamp size, tucked behind a garage off an alley. There was no way that more
that one or two people at a time could observe this bird. Although it was December and there were no flowering
plants, it was plain to see that the homeowner had many plants in season. She also was dedicated to making
nectar for this hummingbird and making sure that warm nectar was available throughout the day.
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I was glad to have been involved in the identification and banding of this Rufous Hummingbird. It was a
life bird for me.
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Rufous Hummingbird
Bristol, PA
December 11, 2004
Nick Pulcinella

Pennsylvania’s First Gray Kingbird
On December 13, 2004, I excitedly read this announcement posted on PA Birds by Matt Sharp: “I just got
word [of] a Gray Kingbird at a Christmas tree farm in Pomeroy, Chester Co.” A quick trip to the site the
following day failed to result in a sighting, but the next day, in the company of Matt Sharp and his young son
Miller, I was able to see the bird.
The kingbird was found by Joe Meloney on December 12 while he was at the Shamrock Christmas Tree
Farm on Valley Road in Pomeroy, near Coatesville, to cut his Christmas tree. He recognized it as something
unusual (he suspected Ash-throated Flycatcher), but without his binoculars, he was unable to identify the bird.
He returned the next day with Larry Lewis, who identified the bird as a Gray Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis),
a species normally confined to the Caribbean region. It was a first-year bird, characterized by a cinnamonbrownish wash to its wings and tail. It remained at the site for a little over a week.
The Birds of North America gives the year-round range of the Gray Kingbird as Hispaniola, Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands southeast through the Lesser Antilles, Trinidad and Tobago to northern Venezuela and
the islands of the Venezuelan coast. During breeding season it extends its range into Cuba, Jamaica and the
remaining Antillean islands, the Bahamas, and the coast of Florida, Alabama and Mississippi (Smith and Jackson,
2002). Apparently this individual got lost on its first migratory flight.
Gray Kingbirds are common in their normal range, and are quite conspicuous as they vocalize and hawk
flying insects from exposed perches in typical flycatcher fashion. But the weather in mid-December was quite

Cassinia

61

General Notes
cold, dropping down to the teens at night, and flying insects were completely absent. When it was visible, the
bird spent its time perched close to the ground in weeds and brush, or flying low to the ground, and dropping to
the ground to capture what appeared to be crickets or grasshoppers. It supplemented its diet with berries, so
much so that it acquired a red stain on its chest, leading some to wonder whether it had sustained an injury. The
temperature dipped to 8 degrees F on December 20, the last day it was seen.
Gray Kingbird was not an unexpected vagrant in Pennsylvania; in fact, there have already been several
records each from Maryland, New Jersey, New York and Ontario (Armistead and Iliff, 2003). So it seemed like
just a matter of time before one showed up in Pennsylvania.
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Gray Kingbird
Pomeroy, PA
December 15, 2004
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Four Thick-billed Murres in New Jersey Inshore Waters
The morning of January 29, 2005 found several birders at the Belmar NJ Marina engaged in the typical
pelagic trip preparations of tossing on wet weather gear, stowing coolers, drinking coffee, and anticipating that
something magical was about to happen. Onboard the Suzie Girl, the conversation quickly settled on Blake
Mathys’s report of a Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) at Barnegat Light on the previous day. There was a
healthy mix of skepticism and hope regarding Blake’s sighting. That day would soon see all skepticism vanish
and hope turn into celebration.
The seas were essentially flat and the wind was low. We had great conditions for seabirding, and it was not
long before we sighted a Red-necked Grebe as well as plenty of scoters, loons, Red-breasted Mergansers and
Long-tailed Ducks. Soon we had our first alcid of the day, a cooperative Razorbill, and some fly-by Razorbills
followed. There was momentarily so much Razorbill activity that when the captain steered towards another
alcid I assumed it was another Razorbill. Soon the cry of Thick-billed Murre went out, and everyone crowded
for a look at the bird. It was a basic-plumaged adult Thick-billed Murre and it allowed a fairly close approach
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by the boat. The murre flew towards Pullman Avenue on shore, so Linda Mack and Scott Barnes called Pete
Bacinski and told him to look for the bird. Thus, Pete and the participants on his Sandy Hook Bird Observatory
(SHBO) field trip were able to see the bird from shore. This may have been a slight matter of self-preservation,
as Scott was originally scheduled to lead that field trip.
Our spirits were high as we approached Sandy Hook, where our next Thick-billed Murre put in an
appearance. This first-year bird allowed a very close approach by the boat. Then, not content with the boat’s
approach, it decided to swim even closer. The inevitable response on our part was a jostling of birders, binoculars
and camera equipment. Another quick phone call to the SBHO group told them right where to look for the bird.
Eventually, we tore ourselves away from that murre to explore the northern tip of Sandy Hook, where ice floes
dashed anyone’s hopes of doing any birding in New York waters.
Heading back south, not only did we rediscover our second Thick-billed Murre, but we were delighted to
find it accompanied by our third Thick-billed Murre of the day. It seemed like the second bird had found a
friend. Initially both birds were fairly close to shore, where the SHBO birders were definitely getting great
views through their scopes. Upon noticing the boat, however, both murres swam straight for us, to the delight
of all on board. More photography and celebration ensued. Everything culminated in Paul Guris taking photos
of the birds with his cell phone, which both demonstrated how close the birds were to the boat, and in themselves
provided enough documentation of the fieldmarks for a positive ID. Eventually we decided to leave the two
murres, because it seemed unlikely that they were ever going to leave us voluntarily.
The return trip found us stopping for a brief look at a flock of Bonaparte’s Gulls within which Paul Guris
sighted an adult basic-plumaged Black-headed Gull. On our way back to Belmar, our fourth Thick-billed
Murre of the day appeared. This murre was another adult bird in basic plumage, but we didn’t tarry long as
Suzie Girl made her way back to Belmar.
Steve Kacir
1720 Harding Blvd.
Norristown, PA 19401

Delaware’s Second Black Guillemot
The first Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle) in Delaware was seen by Paul Lehman as it crossed in front of
the Cape May to Lewes ferry entering the Lewes, Delaware breakwater area on December 28, 2003. And yes,
I was on the first ferry the next morning and no, I did not see it. And yes, I was on Mary Gustafson’s chartered
boat a couple of days later which circled each and every breakwater and no, we did not see it.
It therefore came as a surprise to hear that one had been found loitering in the very accessible Indian River
Inlet Marina in Sussex County, Delaware by a New Jersey birder on January 29, 2005, only a year and a bit after
the first record. This time I was able to get there on the same day and, although out-of-range Black Guillemots
have a reputation for being “one-day wonders,” this bird stayed basically in the same place for about a week.
The bird was immediately recognizable as an alcid (family Alcidae) by the combination of its buoyant
stance on the water, the broad body, the feet at the rear end, and the black and white coloring. It approached at
times within six feet of the observers. It alternated periods of prolonged diving with sitting still and slowly
paddling from one area of the marina to another. Of the east coast regular alcids, size immediately eliminated
Dovekie - this bird was considerably bigger - and Razorbill, Common Murre and Thick-billed Murre - this bird
was smaller and had a relatively long, thin, pointed bill, additionally ruling out winter Atlantic Puffin. This left
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only Black Guillemot of the regular Atlantic alcids, with only the Pigeon Guillemot of the Pacific matching
anything close. That the bird was a juvenile was apparent from the barring across the white wing patch (usually
clear white in the adult, even in basic plumage), with at least four rows of brownish-tipped coverts crossing the
white patch on the folded wing. The darker forehead, as compared with the face and neck, also pointed to a firstwinter bird. Interestingly, the brown “wing bars” across the white wing patch were not obvious in flight: during
two long (over 100 yards) flights on February 2, the white upperwing patches appeared from a distance to be
totally white. During those flights the underwing coverts were clearly seen to be white, ruling out Pigeon
Guillemot, which has brown underwing coverts.
This highly photogenic and confiding bird was eagerly photographed by many. A photograph by the
author is shown in the Sightings section in this issue.
Colin Campbell
1006 Parkside Blvd
Claymont, DE 19703

Delaware’s First Photographed Thick-billed Murre
On February 1, 2005 I sent an e-mail to a birding friend:
I was planning on going down tomorrow to try out some photo techniques. And find a Thick-billed
Murre. Give me a phone no. where I can reach you at work - I’ll let you know if I find it. The Guillemot,
that is. C.
Delaware’s second Black Guillemot was still around and some birders still had not made the pilgrimage. I
was the proud new owner of a Nikon Coolpix 4500 attachment to fit to my scope and I wanted to try the
combination out. What could be better than to sally forth downstate and, perchance to dream, seek out another
mega-rare alcid on the ocean. After all, bloody New Jersey had been seeing Thick-billed Murres (Uria lomvia)
on their ocean front over the previous few days and my only state record was a controversial sighting from a
pelagic trip on March 15, 2003. It would be good to “clean up” that record!
Having ascertained that the Guillemot was still in position, and reporting back as promised, I worked my
way northwards along the coast in Sussex County from Fenwick Island to Cape Henlopen State Park, checking
every accessible site with a view over the ocean. It was a beautiful crisp and clear day with excellent visibility.
On reaching the Herring Point overlook, I met two ladies from the Delmarva Ornithological Society (DOS)
whom I had not seen in years. They pointed out a first winter drake Common Eider for me. Then one of them
pointed me in the direction of a fast-disappearing black and white speck drifting north about 50 yards offshore.
It was many hundreds of yards away but, through my scope, I could tell that it was one of the bigger alcids; but
I could make nothing of the head as the bird floated away from us. Realizing that this could be the Holy Grail,
I rushed to the overlook at Fort Miles, spotted it - and yes, it had the potential for a TBMU, but it was far too
distant for the definitive photos needed to assuage a skeptical records committee. I leapt the fence (actually, as
this is a truthful account, I lurched over, spewing optical equipment onto the sand and snow) and headed to the
dunes to try to get acceptable photos. I’d forgotten my reading glasses and could not focus on the digiscreen
with the sun behind me to see if the black and whitish spot was the alcid, a wave breaking or a crab pot buoy.
The bird drifted by, right to left; and through the scope, now not encumbered with the bloody digicamera, I was
convinced of its identity as TBMU. I was full of adrenaline ... and sand ... and devoid of half-decent photos. Panic
was beginning to set in. The hawk watch, icy steps and all, was too far north - we could not see the auk - and we
retreated to the bathhouse boardwalk where a Black-headed Gull flew now and again with 20 or so Bonies.
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After 20 minutes, no alcids; and I was about to pack up when I suddenly saw our quarry drifting past at the same
distance from shore as it had been an hour before. Why had we not seen it before? This time, I was prepared with
digiscoping and corrected personal vision; and, of the 66 shots I took of that beast at this and the previous
location (40 of which were of ocean only), three, one of which is reproduced here, were of sufficient quality to
submit to the State Records Committee.
The bird was obvious from a long distance as one of the larger Atlantic (presumably) alcids - Razorbill,
Common Murre and Thick-billed Murre - by its buoyancy, hunched appearance (“gizz”), and coloration
black above and white below. The first profile view at reasonably close range (at the Fort Miles overlook)
showed a compact bird, no neck (it always kept its head hunched into the body), and a short tail never seen in
any position other than horizontal, giving the bird a “squared-off” appearance at the back end. The crown and
nape appeared in certain lights to have a slightly different color than the black mantle. This might have been due
to the angle of the sun, or to different feather angles; but it appeared dark grey/brown compared with the
always-black mantle which, of course, had the feathers “flat back.” The top of the head had a flattish appearance,
with the forehead fairly steep down to the bill. Feathering (or at least a dark color) appeared to continue from the
forehead onto the culmen to 1/3 to 1/2 the length of the bill. The eye-catching (for an alcid) bill was relatively
small and short, parallel-mandibled from the base, then thinning somewhat until the culmen sharply decurved
near the tip. I did not detect a gonydeal angle on the lower mandible. The dark feathering of the crown extended
to below the eye and then in a thinning line to under the lower mandible to almost halfway along the lower
mandible. The head was always hunched; no stretched neck was seen. This resulted in the bird appearing to
have a black “collar” around the front of the neck. I do not think of the “points” of black extending into the white
flanks as identification points – I think of them as just the juxtaposition of white body feathers either above or
below the black feathers of the wing, mantle and rump. One of the major features that the field guides point out
is the white tomial stripe. I refrain from citing this, as my photos show a great amount of white in the bill. This
may be a photographic effect - the light was right behind me.
Documentation of Thick-billed Murre in Delaware consists of two specimens from 1896 and 1987 and a
sight record of one from Indian River Inlet in 1969 (Hess et al., 2000). To my knowledge, this is the state’s first
photographic documentation.
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Pennsylvania’s First Redwing (Turdus iliacus)
On Saturday February 5, 2005, Jessica Huff, a volunteer at Peace Valley Park, and August Mirabella were
walking the Unami Trail at Peace Valley Park in Bucks County, PA, when Jessica spotted a bird that resembled
an odd-looking American Robin. August Mirabella and Devich Farbotnik identified the bird as a Redwing
(Turdus iliacus), and Alan Brady confirmed the identification before the news went out on the PABirds bird
discussion e-mail list (and later on the New Jersey and Delaware lists as well). Immediately after the posting,
birders converged on Peace Valley Park, with some obtaining video and photographic evidence documenting
the record. Photos and video were posted on-line thanks to Devich Farbotnik, Dave DeReamus, and Bill Etter.
When the bird was first discovered it was in the fields near the Unami Trail. It was associating with a group
of 10-20 American Robins and feeding on multiflora rose hips. Later in the day it moved to the edge of the park
and was playing hide-and-seek with the line of birders that had gathered along the Unami Trail. The Redwing
would appear in some rose bushes for a minute or two and then disappear into the brush. Some witnessed the
bird tossing leaves around on the ground, and the bird also spent some time in an oak tree. While the Redwing
was actively feeding, it was still possible to get excellent scope and binocular views of the bird. The bold white
supercilium and submustachial stripe were quite distinctive and the rusty red flanks were difficult to miss.
Dozens of birdwatchers gathered for this unexpected treat, and more were still braving the icy paths as dusk fell.
The next day the park played host to hundreds of hopeful birders, but the Redwing was not found again after its
one-day appearance.
Excluding a few “sight only” records, this was the third US record for Redwing and the first for Pennsylvania.
The first US record was a bird found at Jamaica Bay, NY in 1959; the second was discovered on Dec 20, 2004
in Olympia, WA and was still present in the area as of February 1, 2005. Other North American records include
seven Newfoundland records, one from Quebec, one from Nova Scotia, and one from New Brunswick.
Surprisingly, the Peace Valley bird was the third record of Redwing in North America for 2005, the first being
the Olympia, WA bird and the second being a bird discovered at Kelligrews, Newfoundland on January 5 and
later re-found in Topsail, Newfoundland on Feb 2. For a bird as rare in North America as a Redwing, having
three records in one winter is quite astounding.
Stephen E. Kacir
1720 Harding Blvd.
Norristown, PA 19401

Delaware’s First Gyrfalcon
The news arrived on the DE-birds e-mail list on Tuesday, February 15, 2005 at 7:45pm like this:
Hello all—
Bob Lego just called with the amazing news that he found a gray morph Gyrfalcon at Port Mahon this
afternoon. You can see Bob’s photo here*. The bird was past the fishing pier, past the old bait shop,
but before the boat launch. It was apparently quite implacable. More news soon...just trying to get the
word out as quickly as possible... Whew!
Jeff
Jeffrey Gordon
* This photo, courtesy of Bob Lego, can be seen in Sightings in this issue of Cassinia.
A what? Where the heck did that come from? Wow! Needless to say, there was quite a bunch of us huddled
at pre-dawn the next morning at Port Mahon in Kent County. But no mega-bird. The usual subdued banter
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ensued, as is common in these twitch situations when the target bird is missing. Scanning all the poles in the area
gave no clues and, after a half hour or so, with some people talking about having to get to work, my friend Joe
Swertinski said he’d try the Bombay Hook area to the north while I determined to try all the accessible pole-tops
to the south in Little Creek Wildlife Management Area. An hour later, just after I’d had palpitations upon seeing
one of the Little Creek hacking tower Peregrines, my cell phone announced that an incredulous Joe had refound THE bird on a telegraph pole on Road 85, the entrance road to Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge
in Kent County. I had two notorious speed traps to negotiate – Little Creek and Leipsic villages – before
meeting with Joe 15 miles to the north. I’m not normally a religious person, but thanks to someone I made it in
15 minutes. Joe was standing bemused in the middle of the road with his scope focused on a distant back view
of a big raptor perched in a tree at 300 yards. And into the sun. Of course. “I think that’s the bird,” he said. He
then recounted his high-speed look around the Hook and coming across this huge bird on a pole not 50 yards
from the road, and recognizing it as the Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus). It was the same pole where I’d previously
seen American Kestrel, Merlin and Peregrine Falcon perched at one time or another. He’d followed the bird
with his scope when it flew until it had disappeared behind a house and this perched bird he had to offer was his
best guess. After 10 minutes I just had to get a better – and confirmatory - look. I decided to drive to a house with
a car outside set well to the south of the road and in a good position to get the sun and angle on the bird and ask
permission to get a better look. Well, the residency turned out to be the Brandywine Hunt Club and was unoccupied,
so I took the “opportunity” to walk out to a good viewing position and scoped the bird. I’d only ever seen one
Gyr before and that was in flight (and had another, very embarrassing, story associated with it), so I was very
happy to get this scope view of a perched bird wherein I could see the heavy dark vertical streaking from throat
to belly, signifying that the bird was a juvenile (Beaman and Madge, 1998), the long tail protruding way beyond
the primary tips, the quite dark head without a distinguishable dark moustachial bar (as in Peregrine), and just
the overall size. It took flight shortly after I’d returned to the slowly increasing crowd on the road, and all could
see the powerful, effortless flight, though the bird was just too far off to see the two-tone underwing pattern.
This bird proved exceedingly frustrating for further viewing, living up to the species’ known propensity
for hunting over huge areas, roosting in well-concealed places and never showing up in the same place twice!
Sporadic reports, which were coordinated by Jeff Gordon, continued until February 20, though the views on the
15th, 16th and 17th, all in the area from Bombay Hook to Port Mahon, were reported to be the most definitive.
Although the bird was reported in the press (Wilmington News Journal, 2005) as the second state record,
based on the account in the Birds of Delaware (Hess et al., 2000), the Delaware Records Committee had rejected
the earlier report, so this definitive bird constitutes the first accepted record of Gyrfalcon for Delaware.
Amazingly, a bird videotaped in Mannington Marsh, Salem County, NJ on February 12-13 was identified
as a juvenile Gyrfalcon and is almost certainly the same bird as the Delaware bird. The New Jersey bird was
found by Dave Magpiong and the video, by Scott Elowitz, can be seen at http://
www.scottelowitzphotography.com/daves gry.wmv.
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Arctic Tern at Palmyra Cove Nature Park, NJ
As part of my bird census at Palmyra Cove Nature Park in Burlington County, NJ, I visited the site on May
25th, 2005. The weather had been dreary during the past several days, and there was intermittent rain. I knew
that there would be a low tide in the cove, and perhaps I could add some new birds for the census.
Armed with rain gear and an umbrella, I set out for the cove, where I found several Forster’s Terns sitting
on a log. Through my Leica spotting scope, I noticed an unusual tern in the group. I thought at first I had found
the first Palmyra record for Common Tern, but I could not rule out Arctic Tern. Tom Bailey has kept a site list for
years, so I immediately called him on his cell phone to give him the news.
As I continued to study the bird, I noticed that it had extremely short red legs and a short and relatively thin
bill. The bill was completely red. By this time, I began to realize that I was looking at an Arctic Tern (Sterna
paradisaea). Luckily, the bird began flying around, occasionally hovering to feed. I could now see that the
wings were thin. The upperwings were concolor, somewhat darker than the chalk-white wings of the Forster’s,
but without the dark wedge usually shown by Common Terns. Finally, I saw that the underwing had the
characteristic thin dark trailing edge to the primaries. At one point it flew overhead, and I could see the translucence
in the underwing as well. I was able to observe the bird for an hour. It would alternately perch on the log and fly
around. Because it was cloudy, there was no glare, and I had great viewing conditions.
I later learned that there had been a fallout of Arctic Terns at several locations in New Jersey, including
nearby Petty’s Island, Heislerville, and Sandy Hook. I also received a phone call from Jim Zamos, who saw the
Arctic tern at the same Palmyra location on the following day.
I was so happy that I had failed to add Common Tern to the Palmyra site list!
Frank Windfelder
9233 Convent Ave.
Philadelphia PA 19114

Late Hooded Warbler in NE Philadelphia
On October 5, 2005, I was pruning some bushes in my garden in Northeast Philadelphia, PA when I
noticed a bright yellow bird skipping across my patio. Despite only a one-second look and no binoculars, I was
pretty sure what it was. The size and shape of the bird, the brightness of the yellow, and the suggestion of a hood
could only mean…a female Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina)? This could not be possible!
I have had many good birds on my property over the years, but never this species. I had to be sure, so about
an hour later, I furtively took a position in the corner of my garden, this time armed with binoculars. My hopes
weren’t high, but all of a sudden the bird appeared on the ground in front of me. It was less than 6 yards away,
and the light was perfect. A female Hooded Warbler! For those of you who have been birding a long time, how
many times have you had but a glimpse of a bird and still knew what it was? This doesn’t always work for me,
but I’m so glad it did this time.
The bird remained day after day. One afternoon I watched it continuously for an hour. It had become an
addiction. It had a long pointed black bill, a beady black eye, and a hint of the male’s head pattern. It frequently
flicked its tail, showing a flash of white each time. It was very yellow below, but more olive on the upperparts,
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including the crown. I believe it was an immature, because it lacked any trace of the outline of black on the head
that adult females usually show. Did you know that a Hooded Warbler has pink legs? I had never bothered to
look before.
I alerted my wife to its presence, and she began to look for it. She would sometimes spot it on the patio,
where it would feed on insects. It flitted around neighboring yards in addition to my own. I always knew when
it was nearby, because it had a bright little metallic chip, somewhat reminiscent of a Northern Cardinal, but
shorter, sweeter, and more frequently given. Near dusk, it would use a water dish at the rear of my garden to
bathe. It used an eastern hemlock on my property for cover. All its wants and needs were being met.
Alas, it was last sighted on October 14. There had been a week of rain, and as soon as the weather cleared,
it was gone. Keith Russell has informed me that it is the second-latest record that he is aware of for Philadelphia.
I hope it survives, because it’s MY Hooded Warbler.
Frank Windfelder
9233 Convent Ave.
Philadelphia PA 19114

100 Years Ago

Compiled by Art McMorris

The Overbrook Grackle Roost – “The Overbrook Grackle Roost is situated upon the property of Mr. David L.
Hess at the corner of Sixty-third street and Lansdowne avenue, Philadelphia. The estate comprises about ten
acres, is rolling and wooded and has an artificial lake of about an acre in extent. The trees are deciduous with a
goodly sprinkling of conifers and are of fair size. The roost has been in constant use for more than twenty years
– how much more I have been unable to ascertain…. [in] March – The number of birds rapidly increases
throughout the month until from twenty to twenty-five thousand are using the roost nightly.”
Bird Club Notes – “A well attended field meeting was held on May 30, at ‘Catoxen Cabin,’ a shack in the pines
near Medford, New Jersey, owned by several members of the Club. The neighboring woods were thoroughly
explored, and a visit paid to Bear Swamp in the pine barrens to the eastward.”
Bird Lover’s Notebook – “Mr. Hunt read a paper entitled ‘Gleanings from a Bird Lover’s Note Book.’ A Barn
Swallow had been seen to snatch flies from a cow’s back, and a Spotted Sandpiper had been noted walking upon
a railroad track engaged in catching spiders. The song of a Field Sparrow was described which varied so much
from the usual strain that it was quite unrecognizable. A caged Red-winged Blackbird had been seen to rob a
Cardinal, which was his fellow prisoner, of seeds crushed by the latter. It had been noticed that Tree Sparrows
instead of feeding directly from the weeds as did the Goldfinches, dislodged the seeds by their shaking and then
gleaned them from the snow.”
Birds of Tinicum — “Mr. Harlow reported quite a number of birds at Tinicum, Delaware county, Pa., on
December 18, including several Swamp Sparrows, Fox Sparrow, a Chewink, a few Robins, and a flock of fifteen
Horned Larks.”
Birding Methods – “Mr. Stone reported a young Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), shot December 18, on
the Perkiomen Creek, near Norristown, and a Snow Owl shot November 20, in Richmond, Phila., was exhibited.
Several others of the latter species had been shot near Philadelphia during the present month.
From Cassinia No. IX, 1905
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