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The Plan

Look through reports of early 
meetings.

Pull out interesting topics and 
conversations.

Focusing on what was the same and 
what has changed.



Why a professional whistler?

Who was Chas. A. Kellog?



We need to travel back 
124 years.



“Roads? Where we're going 
we don't need roads!”



1896



PUTTING  1896 IN PERSPECTIVE

▪ Following Mormon abandonment of 
polygamy, Utah admitted as 45th 
state

▪ Tootsie Roll introduced 
▪ Grease fire ignited half ton of 

dynamite at Cripple Creek, Colorado
▪ Gold first discovered in Klondike, 

found at Bonanza Creek



PUTTING  1896 IN PERSPECTIVE
▪ College football national 

championship – Princeton Tigers

▪ First college basketball game with 5 players on 
each side is conducted by the University of Iowa. 
Invited student athletes from University of 
Chicago for an experimental game; Chicago 
beats Iowa 15-12

▪ Best 9-wicket haul in cricket history; George 
Lohmann takes 9-28 as England beats South 
Africa by an innings and 197 runs in 2nd Test at 
Johannesburg



WHY A PROFESSIONAL WHISTLER?

▪ Phonograph was 
invented in 1877 by T.A. 
Edison

▪ Recorded sound on a 
tinfoil sheet wrapped 
around a cylinder.

▪ Most recordings were of 
a singer in a studio.

▪ By the mid-1890s, most 
American cities had at 
least one phonograph 
parlor.

1899



In 1890, Florence Merriam published Birds Through an 
Opera-Glass, describing 70 common species. 
Focused on living birds observed in the field 
Considered the first in the tradition of modern, illustrated bird 
guides.





IN 1894

There were few, if any, 
recordings of bird songs.

There were poor or non-existing 
descriptions of bird songs.



CHARLES A. KELLOGG

An interesting man!

October 2, 1868 – 
September 5, 1949

An American vaudeville 
performer who imitated bird 
songs



CHARLES A. KELLOGG

At the age of 16 he joined a 
touring group and later a 
vaudeville franchise 
performing as "the nature 
singer" and in musical acts.



CHARLES A. KELLOGG

▪ Developed the remarkable ability to perfectly 
imitate bird song. Ability to sing from the throat 
instead of whistle the songs, was what gained him 
such national attention. 

▪ By the time he was 22 he was performing his bird 
songs on vaudeville tours around the country. He 
was 28 when he “performed” for the DVOC.

▪ By the time he was in his forties he was traveling 
outside of the United States, performing for 
audiences throughout Europe. Kellogg claimed 
that he had a 12½-octave, almost twice the range 
of a piano.



CHARLES A. KELLOGG

YouTube
Charles Kellogg Bird Calls



AND………………..

After reading an 1867 
treatise by John 
Tyndall that a small and 
regulated flame could be 
extinguished by a sound of 
the appropriate frequency, 
he claimed to have 
developed the technique 
to do this with his voice.



The Sydney Morning Herald, 
Thursday, February 4, 1926 

Sound Vibration. Extinguishes Fire. New 
York, Feb. 2.
Mr Charles Kellogg, a Californian scientist, give 
firemen here a demonstration of extinguishing a gas 
flame two feet high by tonal vibration. Mr. Kellogg 
passed a bow, like an enlarged violin bow, swiftly 
across an aluminium tuning fork, producing a screech 
like an intense radio static. Instantly the yellow flame 
subsided to six inches and became a sputtering blue 
flare. Another movement of the bow completely 
extinguished the flame. Mr Kellogg claimed that in 
future buildings would have a 
scientifically-determined pitch, with a screech for 
extinguishing fires tuned in from a central 
firehouse, where it would be produced by a much 
larger bow. He said that the General Electric 
Company was experimenting with the matter.



◆ Episode 76 of MythBusters
◆ "Voice Flame Extinguisher" 

Kellogg was mentioned by name several times as his 
claim that he could extinguish a flame with only his 
voice was tested. The myth was busted.



AND FURTHER……………

When he visited his California home, he 
found that the forests were dwindling and 
along with his friends, who included John 
Muir and John Burroughs, he considered 
ways to highlight the loss. 

"kept thinking and thinking through many 
years how to take the forest out to the world 
...[since] the world could not come out to the 
forests". 



 After World War I he purchased a powerful 
truck, a Nash Quad, and modified it



Obtained a fallen 16,000 lb. redwood giant. 

Kellogg took the 11-ft. diameter tree and used a 
one-man saw to cut a 22-ft. section.

Carved the log by hand. The resulting rustic home 
featured a kitchenette, toilet, 12 lockers, guest room, 
dining table and bookcase. The outer bark was 
removed, and there were no random branches 
sticking out, but it was all chiseled from the one tree.



 The wood weighed 3 tons and could not be 
lifted. He dug a tunnel under the wood and 
drove the Nash Quad under it and then had 
the log body lowered onto it.  



He called his vehicle the "Travel Log" and 
toured the country at a maximum speed of 
about 14 mph/hour. 



Touring ended in 1921
 



▪ Kellogg later moved to live in a carved 
wooden cabin, The Mushroom, in a place he 
called Ever Ever Land. 

▪ He was taken care of in later life by two of 
his sisters. 

▪ They used his Travel Log as a sewing room 
and donated it in 1994 to the Humboldt 
Redwood Interpretive Association



Now a featured display at the 
Humboldt State Park Visitors Center 
(CA)









Start of a Tradition – January 1898

While efforts had always been made to have an exceptionally good 
attendance on the Annual Meetings no particular bait had been used. 1898 
however saw an innovation – the suggestion originating with Baily – in the 
shape of Refreshments. 

The attendance broke all records 32 members being in attendance. 
They looked thin and half starved as the lined up for the first photo but after 
“lunch” they looked improved vastly in appearance as seen in the lower 
photo.

From notes by Spencer Trotter 


