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After all the migrant warblers have swept through 
Philadelphia at the end of May and the breeding sea-
son starts in earnest, many birders seem to go into hid-
ing. In June, the total number of checklists submitted 
to eBird.org (Cornell University, Ithaca, NY) plunges 
to about half of what it was the month before. Is every-
one running to the Jersey Shore after Memorial Day? 
While not as “sexy” as trying to spot the next rare war-
bler to add to the annual county list, breeding bird 
data are invaluable and necessary for determining the 
quality of our natural habitats. This information can 
and should support decision-making processes with 
respect to land use, habitat protection and restora-
tion. For example, data from the 1998 Fairmount Park 
Breeding Bird Census (Ingersoll, 2001) was instru-
mental in the planning that went into the restoration 
of Houston Meadow, one of Philadelphia’s premier 
breeding bird hotspots today. 

Philadelphia’s park system plays an important 
role as a wildlife sanctuary. As our city continues to 
grow, developmental pressure will not decrease, and 
it will remain a challenge to protect our natural lands. 
For example, the old Island Green Golf Course — a 
prime example of early successional habitat of which 
we have so few left within the city limits — will soon 
be a place where trucks come and go to deliver goods 
to warehouses. Habitat will be lost for a large popula-
tion of Field Sparrows (Spizella pusilla) and the first 
confirmed breeding pair of Blue Grosbeaks (Passerina 
caerulea) in the county since the early 1990s.

To ensure the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club 
(DVOC) will be recognized as a stakeholder in these 
issues — aside from active engagement of each sin-
gle member — we need a comprehensive dataset to 
support our arguments. This can only be achieved by 
bringing together a large number of dedicated people 
willing to spend a few hours counting birds for this 
purpose. And not just because the author is a big fan 
of spreadsheets! Therefore, any help with the next 
breeding bird survey would be much appreciated. Go 
ahead and sign up for a census block!

Census Blocks and Methods
Census blocks are located in Philadelphia’s exten-

sive park system and exclude densely populated urban 
areas. For the 2018 count, some adjustments were 
made to the original 107 census blocks delineated 
by Halley and Croasdale (2018) for the 2016 census. 
In Pennypack Park, the north and south sections of 
Verree Rd. to Bustleton Rd. (blocks 9 and 10) were 
restructured to cover both sides of the creek between 
Verree Rd. and Krewstown Rd., and between Krews-
town Rd. and Bustleton Rd. Blocks 15 through 19 were 
consolidated into three blocks: Holme Ave. to Welsh 
Rd. (South, including Sandy Run), Holme Ave. to 
Wooden Bridge Run (North) and Welsh Rd. to Frank-
ford Ave. (both sides). In Tacony Park, blocks 26 and 
27 were combined to Tacony North (Cheltenham Ave. 
to Roosevelt Blvd. McMichael Park and Kaskey Park 
were added to the list bringing the total number of 
census blocks to 106 (Table 1).

The overall survey method, however, did not 
change. Participants were asked to begin their survey as 
early as possible on any day in June, ideally before 7:30 
am, and results were included from later time points. 
Additionally, observers were asked to record evidence 
of breeding (e.g., nests found, fledglings observed and/
or food carries detected) with as much detail as pos-
sible. Each survey was entered into eBird.org (Cornell 
University, Ithaca, NY) by the volunteer and data were 
compiled by the author. Data entered into eBird from 
non-participants during June 2018 were included in 
the analysis, while taken care to avoid double counts 
of species or numbers. The raw data for this survey are 
available in the “Counts and Censuses” section of the 
DVOC website.

Contributors
A million thanks are due to everyone who volun-

teered and completed Philadelphia Breeding Bird 
Census (PBBC) surveys in June 2018 (highlighted 
in boldface below) and/or submitted breeding bird 
data from Philadelphia County to eBird during 2018. 

The Philadelphia Breeding Bird Census of 2018
Holger Pflicke

(text continues on page 9)
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Table 1. Census Blocks for Philadelphia Breeding Bird Census 2018
List of 106 census blocks, the initials of the person(s) who surveyed the block (see text for legend), the number of 
species recorded (#SPP.) and individuals regardless of species (#IND.). Blocks that were not surveyed are denoted as 
such (–).    

 # BLOCK DESCRIPTION SURVEYOR(S) # SPP. # IND.

Cobbs Creek 

 1 Morris Park (Lansdowne Ave. to City Ave.) GG 33 135

 2 Haddington Woods (Market St. to Golf Course)  HP 37 253

 3 Cobbs Creek Central (Market St. to Mt. Moriah)  TC 37 102

 4 Mt. Moriah Cemetery DK 18 196

 5 Mt. Moriah Cemetery to Woodland Ave. TC 21 55

Pennypack Park    

 6 Fox Chase Farm  CA, PK 31 190

 7 Pine Rd. to Verree Rd. (north side) LW 32 267

 8 Pine Rd. to Verree Rd. (south side) CA 39 226

 9 Verree Rd. to Krewstown Rd. (both sides) PK 48 322

 10 Krewstown Rd. to Bustleton Ave. (both sides) HP 30 169

 11 Bustleton Ave. to Roosevelt Blvd. (north side) HP 34 174

 12 Bustleton Ave. to Roosevelt Blvd. (south side) HP 33 219

 13 Roosevelt Blvd.to Holme Ave. (north side) HP 25 150

 14 Roosevelt Blvd. to Holme Ave. (south side) HP 21 63

 15 Holme Ave. to Welsh South (including Sandy Run)  HP 42 326

 16 Holme Ave. to Wooden Br. Run (north side) HP 36 333

 17 Welsh Rd. to Frankford Ave. (both sides) HP 37 221

 18 Frankford Ave. to State St. (both sides) HP 32 171

 19 Pennypack on the Delaware HP 50 318

 20 Holme Ave. to Willits Rd. – – –

 21 Welsh Rd. to Grant Woods – – –

 22 Bloomfield Ave. to Welsh Rd. (tributary) – – –

 23 Bloomfield Ave. to Bustleton Ave. (tributary) – – –

Tacony Area   

 24 Tacony Creek North (Cheltenham Ave. to Roosevelt Blvd.) RI 25 119

 25 Friends Hospital (Campus and Scattergood Trail) RI 19 45

 26 Tacony Creek South (Roosevelt Blvd. to I St. and Ramona) RI 30 145

 27 Juniata Park – – –

 28 Cayuga East – – –

Wissahickon Valley Park (Roxborough Side)   

 29 Andorra (Bells Mill Rd. to Northwestern Ave.) AB, MS 46 261

 30 Houston Meadow AB, MS 57 297

 31 Houston Woods (Bells Mill Rd. to Summit Ave.) AB, MS 51 365
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 # BLOCK DESCRIPTION SURVEYOR(S) # SPP. # IND.

Wissahickon Valley Park (Roxborough Side) (continued)

 32 Summit Ave. to Wises Mill Rd. KJ 28 129

 33 Valley Green (Wises Mill Rd. to Livezey Ln.) KJ 41 301

 34 Livezey Ln. to Kitchen’s Ln. KJ 32 152

 35 Kitchen’s Ln. to Walnut Ln. DE 33 140

 36 Walnut Ln. to Lincoln Dr. DE 30 106

 37 Hermit Ln. (Lincoln Dr. to Ridge Ave.) KR 31 281

 38 Saul High School Fields JS 36 334

Wissahickon Valley Park (Mt. Airy Side)   

 39 Creek bend to Bells Mill Rd. DE 22 64

 40 Bells Mill Rd. to Rex Ave.  DE 32 158

 41 Rex Ave. to Valley Green Rd.  – – –

 42 Valley Green to Livezey Ln.  MRH 22 90

 43 Cresheim (McCallum St. to Stenton Ave.)  – – –

 44 Livezey Ln. to Mt. Pleasant Ave. MRH 17 46

 45 Mt. Pleasant Ave. to Kitchen’s Ln. MRH 21 71

 46 Kitchen’s Ln. to Walnut Ln. MRH 22 64

 47 Carpenter’s Woods  AB, MS 35 229

 48 Blue Bell (Walnut Ln. to Lincoln Dr.)  MRH 26 102

 49 Thomas Mansion  – – –

 50 Wissahickon Ave. to Ridge Ave. – – –

 51 Saylor Grove Stormwater Wetlands  NS, BS 20 79

Poquessing   

 52 Roosevelt Blvd. to Philmont Ave. – – –

 53 Benjamin Rush State Park DRS 27 132

 54 Dunksferry Rd. – – –

 55 Franklin Mills – – –

East Fairmount Park   

 56 East Park Reservoir KR 23 113

 57 Boxer’s Trail KR 41 264

 58 Sedgley Woods MRH 32 139

 59 Kelly Dr. / Lemon Hill HP 29 237

 60 East Laurel Hill NS, BS 28 203

West Fairmount Park   

 61 Car Barn Trail/ Belmont Plateau (Chamounix South) HP 36 382

 62 Horticulture Center – – –

 63 Belmont West (Lakes/ Mann Center) HP 37 318

 64 Chamounix North (Ford Rd. to Neil Dr.) HP 41 270

 (continued)
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Table 1. Census Blocks for Philadelphia Breeding Bird Census 2018 (continued)

 # BLOCK DESCRIPTION SURVEYOR(S) # SPP. # IND.

Miscellaneous   

 65 Awbury Arboretum JS, LA 29 196

 66 Bartram’s Garden AR 39 319

 67 Burholme Park CA 25 235

 68 Byberry Woods – – –

 69 Clearview (78th to 84th St.) – – –

 70 Cumberland St. No-man’s-land AR 34 207

 71 Delaware River Trail – – –

 72 Eastwick Meadows – – –

 73 Franklin D. Roosevelt Park GA, KR 43 417

 74 Fernhill Park DE 26 133

 75 Fisher Park RI 15 57

 76 Fort Mifflin MD 29 158

 77 Glen Foerd SK 27 91

 78 Hunting Park – – –

 79 Philadelphia International Airport – – –

 80 Island Green Golf Course – – –

 81 Heinz NWR AR, GG, RB 60 554

 82 Kaskey Park KB 9 25

 83 Kemble Park RI 7 41

 84 Lardner’s Point – – –

 85 Manayunk Canal KJ 41 377

 86 McMichael Park NS, BS 15 51

 87 Morris Arboretum KJ 44 269

 88 Navy Yard GA 42 436

 89 NE Philadelphia Airport CA 37 283

 90 Northeast Water Pollution Control Plant – – –

 91 Penn Treaty Park – – –

 92 Philadelphia Zoo – – –

 93 Pleasant Hill Park SK 40 291

 94 General Pulaski Park – – –

 95 Rittenhouse Square MD 6 62

 96 Roxborough Reservoir AB, MS 53 490

 97 Schuylkill Center LA 52 604

 98 Southampton Woods – – –

 99 Southeast Water Pollution Control Plant – – –

 100 Southwest Water Pollution Control Plant – – –

 101 Spring Lane fields used by Saul School JS 26 198
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Surveyor anecdotes are hereafter referenced by the 
following alpha codes:

Cindy Ahern (CA), George Armistead (GA), 
Leigh Ashbrook (LA), Kevin Berkoff (KB), Katherine 
Baillie (KB), Debbie Beer (DB), Anne Bekker (AB), 
Rob Bierregard (RB), Sara Busch (SB), Rich Con-
roy (RC), Lamar Corlis (LC), Chris Coughlan (CC), 
Anthony Croasdale (TC), Martin Dellwo (MD), Ben 
Dziedzic (BD), Elliot Dziedzic (ED), Dan Efroym-
son (DE), Charles Fuller (CF), Gregg Gorton (GG), 
Linda Goschke (LG), Julian Gottfried (JG), Mark 
Greenberry (MG), Matthew Halley (MRH), Rich 
Horwitz (RH), Robin Irizarry (RI), Ken Januski (KJ), 
Robert Karchnyak (RK), Sandra Keller (SK), Daniel 
Kobza (DK), Peter Kurtz (PK), Patrick McGill (PM), 
Art McMorris (FAM), Dennis Mora (DeM), Maria 
Pacheco (MP), Holger Pflicke (HP), Elizabeth Porter 
(EP), Madelyne Ray (MR), Annie Reeves (AR), Lynn 
Roman (LR), Keith Russell (KeR), Navin Sasikumar 
(NS), Martin Selzer (MSe), Jennifer Sherwood (JSh), 
Donna Smith-Remick (DSR), Michael Sonkowsky 
(MS), Judy Stepenaskie (JS), Brittany Stewart (BSt), 
Leor Veleanu (LV), Ken Viens (KV), Margaret Viens 
(MV), Benjamin Vizzachero (BV), Frank Windfelder 
(FW), Jason Weckstein (JDW), Linda Widdop (LW), 
Dawn Zappone (DZ).

Summary Results
A total of 25 volunteers collectively surveyed 73 

of 106 blocks (69%) while walking a distance of 
172.1 miles [277 km] over a cumulative 235.8 hours 
of birding. We counted 15,278 individual birds, of 
96 species. Breeding evidence (both direct and indi-
rect) was obtained for 67% of species (64/96). Breed-
ers that were discovered earlier or later in the year are 
not included in these numbers. Mute Swans (Cygnus 
olor) continue to establish themselves in the county 

with a breeding pair at Heinz NWR and FDR Park. 
In 2016 there was none. Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leuco-
cephalus) at Heinz NWR did not raise any offspring in 
2018 whereas Ospreys (Pandion haliaetus) continue to 
thrive with a new nest discovered along the Schuylkill 
River. A late brood of Common Gallinules (Gallinula 
galeata) was discovered at FDR Park. And the first 
confirmed breeding pair of Blue Grosbeaks (Passerina 
caerulea) in more than 25 years was seen at the former 
Island Green Golf Course. Overall, populations of our 
common breeders remained largely steady though it 
is admittedly difficult to draw conclusions from two 
years worth of data, especially with census blocks sur-
veyed in one year but not the other. 

The ten most abundant species accounted for 56% 
of all birds counted: American Robin (Turdus migra-
torius) – 2,286; Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) 
– 1,546; European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) – 1,366; 
House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) – 586; Canada 
Goose (Branta canadensis) – 577; Red-winged Black-
bird (Agelaius phoeniceus) – 570; Northern Cardinal 
(Cardinalis cardinalis) – 557; Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) – 348; Blue Jay 
(Cyanocitta cristata) – 344; and Mourning Dove 
(Zenaida macroura) – 333. 

The ten most species-rich survey blocks were Heinz 
NWR (60 species), Houston Meadow (57), Upper 
Roxborough Reservoir (53), the Schuylkill Center 
(52), the Houston Woods section of Wissahickon Val-
ley Park (51), Pennypack Park between Verree Rd. and 
Krewstown Rd. (48), Andorra Meadow (46), Morris 
Arboretum (44) and FDR Park (43). Overall, 74 spe-
cies were detected in Pennypack Park, 70 in Wissa-
hickon Valley Park, 53 in Cobbs Creek Park, 52 in East 
Fairmount Park, 49 in West Fairmount Park and 42 in 
Tacony Creek Park.

 # BLOCK DESCRIPTION SURVEYOR(S) # SPP. # IND.

Miscellaneous (continued)   

 102 Wissinoming Park – – –

 103 Wister Woods RI 16 52

 104 Woodlands Cemetery – – –

 105 Clark Park – – –

 106 Fluehr Park – – –
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Due to inconsistencies in the amount of detail 
provided by observers when reporting breeding 
bird evidence, no comparison of these parameters 
was undertaken. It is paramount for each individual 
observer to record as much detail as possible. However, 
the advance of new technology (e.g., eBird cell phone 
app) might discourage that by making it somewhat 
difficult to add more details for each observation effi-
ciently. The author would like to encourage the appli-
cation of an “old-school” pen and paper approach to 
notate breeding evidence for future censuses. 

The remainder of this paper is an annotated species 
list with details regarding distribution and breeding 
evidence as well as anecdotes and direct quotes from 
observers. Since the June census provides only a snap-
shot of the overall picture, data from species breeding 
earlier or later than June are also summarized. Each 
species was placed into one of four categories that 
denote its current breeding status based on all avail-
able data from 2018.

Annotated Species List
(*) Confirmed: Nest or offspring observed.
(^) Probable: Material or food carry observed.
(§) Likely: But no evidence during the PBBC.
(×) Unlikely: No evidence during the PBBC.

* Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) 
Detected in 32% of blocks (23/73) with fledglings 

observed in Pennypack and Wissahickon Valley Parks, 
at Fort Mifflin, Heinz NWR and Manayunk Canal. No 
observations were recorded in East Fairmount Park 
or along Cobbs Creek. A total of 577 individuals were 
counted, which included at least 46 juveniles. In addi-
tion, PM observed 9 fledglings at Pleasant Hill Park 
on May 29, and MV and KV discovered 10 juveniles at 
the Art Museum Waterworks on May 5. A family of 7 
individuals was observed by CC in an apartment com-
plex in the northeast corner of the county on April 22. 
MRH saw an adult and 5 goslings on the shoulder of 
Lincoln Dr. on May 20, just downstream of Ritten-
house Town.

* Mute swan (Cygnus olor)
Pairs were detected at FDR Park, Heinz NWR and 

Morris Arboretum. LC found an occupied nest on 
March 31 at FDR Park (“One was sitting on a nest 
.......oh no.”), but the nesting attempt was apparently 

not successful. Family units were previously seen at 
this location by FW in fall 2009 and fall 2011, and by 
RK in fall 2016; no observations were made during 
the breeding seasons. A similar pattern of detections 
has occurred at Heinz NWR, where immature birds 
were seen in the falls of 2011, 2014 and 2016. The 
first breeding evidence was collected in 2017 when 
a pair successfully raised one cygnet. In 2018, a bird 
was first seen on nest by AR on March 25 and, by 
early June, observers enjoyed sightings of 1 juvenile 
out in the open. The pair at Morris Arboretum has 
been in residence since 2014, but has not raised any 
offspring.

* wood duCk (Aix sponsa) 
Detected in 26% of blocks (19/73) with a total of 

137 individuals, including at least 81 juveniles, that 
were mostly concentrated in Pennypack and Wissa-
hickon Valley Parks. Ingersoll (2001) did not report 
this species from Pennypack Park in 1998. The species 
was also confirmed as a breeder at Manayunk Canal, 
Morris Arboretum and Upper Roxborough Reservoir. 
Breeding status at Heinz NWR was confirmed when 
AR recorded a female with 11 fledglings on June 18. 
At the same location PM recorded 2 females with 7 
and 8 fledglings, respectively on June 2. MRH rescued 
10 ducklings from a sewer grate at Glen Fern (Wis-
sahickon) on June 9: “After several failed ideas (e.g., 
a trash-grabber tool, which was too short to reach 
them), I fastened a small seedling tray (plastic) to a 
long pole with duct tape, and one by one fished the 
ducklings out of the pit. Soon they were reunited with 
their mother.” At the East Park Reservoir, KR observed 
a female and 6 chicks on July 27. 

× aMeriCan BlaCk duCk (Anas rubripes) 
This species was confirmed breeding at Heinz 

NWR in 2016 — possibly for the first time in the 
county (see Halley and Croasdale 2018: 10). However, 
in 2018, no observations were recorded between the 
end of April and the end of July.

* Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
Detected in 37% of blocks (27/73) with a total of 

262 individuals, 59% (155) of which were observed 
in Pennypack Park. Overall at least 56 juveniles were 
recorded at FDR Park, Manayunk Canal, Pennypack 
Park, Upper Roxborough Reservoir and Wissahickon 
Valley Park. The only breeding evidence at Heinz 
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NWR was obtained when EP, GG and MRH observed 
7 ducklings on July 8.

× Hooded MerGanser (Lophodytes cucullatus)
One male was observed at the Manayunk Canal 

throughout the month of June (KJ), but no female 
was present. The closest breeding ground of this more 
northerly breeder is probably Green Lane Reservoir. 

× wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo)
In Pennypack Park, only one observation of a female 
bird near Verree Meadow on June 8 (PK). Single birds 
were detected in the summer months at Bartram’s 
Garden and Heinz NWR, but no breeding evidence 
was obtained.

^ roCk PiGeon (Columba livia) 
Detected in 25% of blocks (18/73). A total of 128 indi-
viduals were counted. While there was no evidence of 
breeding during the census, the city undoubtedly pro-
vides ample habitat and food to raise offspring.

* MourninG dove (Zenaida macroura) 
Detected in 85% of blocks (62/73). A total of 333 

individuals were counted. The highest counts were 16 
at Andorra Meadow, 14 at Upper Roxborough Reser-
voir and 13 each at Manayunk Canal and the north 
end of Pennypack Park. Only 4 juveniles were observed 
during the census. At the former Island Green Golf 
Course, HP saw an estimated 180 individuals on July 
15, noting: “Like last year, an enormous amount of 
birds in the NW section of the site. Now feeding in the 
construction area. 150 birds flushed (counted by 10s) 
with 30 more scattered around the site. High amount 
of immature birds.”

* yellow-Billed CuCkoo (Coccyzus americanus)
Detected in 11% of blocks (8/73). Ten individuals 

were counted. KJ observed one adult feeding a juve-
nile in Wissahickon Valley Park on June 26, which was 
the only observation from the Wissahickon in 2018 
in contrast to 5 individuals counted during the 2016 
census (Halley and Croasdale 2018: 14). On June 24, 
HP saw at least two birds in the Holme Ave./Welsh Rd. 
block of Pennypack Park. Single birds were observed 
in two census blocks along Cobbs Creek, at Cumber-
land St. on the Delaware, Fisher Park, the Schuylkill 
Center and Upper Roxborough Reservoir.

× BlaCk-Billed CuCkoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus) 
Detected in 4% of blocks (3/73). One bird was 

repeatedly seen this summer in the area of the 
Schuylkill Center. Observations at the Spring Lane 
Fields and Upper Roxborough Reservoir during the 
census were likely of the same individual. On June 21, 
RI heard one in the southern section of Tacony Park 
giving its “steady call of repetitive three notes.”

§ CoMMon niGHtHawk (Chordeiles minor) 
While this species was not detected during any 

of the census runs it is worth mentioning that it was 
reported from twelve different locations in the city 
during June and July. Philadelphia might still provide 
a reasonably good breeding ground for a few pairs, 
with its somewhat abundant supply of vacant build-
ings. More effort will be needed to assess its status.

§ CHiMney swift (Chaetura pelagica) 
Detected in 71% of blocks (52/73). A total of 255 

individuals were counted. Due to the difficulty in 
obtaining evidence, the breeding status of this species 
cannot be confirmed. In the first half of September, 
GA estimated up to 4,000 birds roosting in a chimney 
somewhere in Center City. In northwest Philadelphia, 
JS recorded the following high counts at these loca-
tions: 600 on August 2 at Chestnut Hill Towers, 700 on 
September 29 at Shawmont School, 700 on October 5 
at John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls High School, 1,540 
on October 5 at Jenks School, and 4,600 on September 
6 at Dobson School.

* ruBy-tHroated HuMMinGBird (Archilochus colubris) 
Detected in 25% of blocks (18/73). A total of 27 

individuals were counted. On June 7, HP discovered 
a nesting female in the Bustleton Ave./Roosevelt Blvd. 
block of Pennypack Park in close proximity to the 
creek. On June 14, he noted: “First stumbled upon 
female that was feeding a juvenile on site of the creek 
opposite the nest I discovered on 6/7. So I went and 
checked the nest. Two juveniles in there and it did 
not take long until a female showed up and fed them. 
Due to the proximity I believe they all belong to the 
same family.” On May 16, at Heinz NWR, JDW and 
MRH “watched female fly up to nest, anchored to a 
diagonal vine. She sat for several seconds before flying 
off again.” One bird was discovered carrying nesting 
material at Carpenter’s Woods by MRH on May 19. 
On May 25, PM found a nest at the Schuylkill Center. 
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* CoMMon Gallinule (Gallinula galeata)
After breeding at Heinz NWR in 2017, only a single 

adult bird was seen there between July 27 and August 
4. Then, on September 2, PM reported a family unit of 
five in the southwest corner of Meadow Lake in FDR 
Park. HP estimated that the chicks, based on their size 
and comparing them to the 2017 birds from Heinz 
NWR, were around two weeks old. With an incuba-
tion period of around 21 days, brooding might have 
begun in late July. This was rather late in our region 
though Miller (1946) reports: “On September 19, 
1927, at [Port] Richmond, I saw a chick, as large as a 
Catbird and on September 22, 1943, [Julian K.] Pot-
ter saw two half-grown young with two adults on 
Mannington Creek, N.J.” It would be interesting to 
speculate if this was a second brood after a failed first 
attempt. The family successfully raised all chicks with 
three still being seen on October 29. The last imma-
ture was seen by HP on November 19 after it survived 
3 inches of snow a few days earlier. 

* killdeer (Charadrius vociferus)
Detected in 5% of blocks (4/73) with a total of 14 

individuals. On June 29, HP detected 3 individuals fly-
ing over Pennypack on the Delaware, but the species 
has not bred at the site since the old factory area on 
the west side of the park was turned into a metal scrap 
yard in June 2017. CF saw 4 juveniles at the North-
east Philadelphia Airport on June 17: “Had to move 
the young off the runway. Relocated to side of runway, 
mother present. Birds appear to be just days old. Not 
flighted and tiny.” Other birds in suitable habitat were 
reported from Cumberland St. on the Delaware and 
the Navy Yard. On May 12, RI observed 2 copulating 
individuals along the banks of Tacony Creek.

× lauGHinG Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) 
No evidence of breeding. Single birds were seen at 

Bartram’s Garden and Fort Mifflin.

× rinG-Billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) 
No evidence of breeding. A total of 12 individuals 

were counted at 4 locations along the Delaware River.

× HerrinG Gull (Larus argentatus)
No evidence of breeding. Three individuals were 

seen at Fort Mifflin.

× Great BlaCk-BaCked Gull (Larus marinus) 
No evidence of breeding. Three individuals were 

observed at both Fort Mifflin and the Navy Yard.

× douBle-Crested CorMorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) 
Detected in 14% of blocks (10/73), with 83 out of 

a total 102 individuals concentrating at the Navy Yard.

× least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis)
A pair was observed at Heinz NWR starting on 

May 6, but only a single bird remained after June 23. 

× Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) 
Detected in 26% of blocks (19/73) in all corners of 

the county with a total of 22 individuals. The closest 
rookery is on the Delaware River just barely outside of 
Philadelphia, off of Amico Island in New Jersey. 

× Great eGret (Ardea alba) 
Detected in 8% of blocks (6/73), with a total of 7 

individuals, including 1 in Pennypack Creek just north 
of the Frankford Ave. bridge.

* Green Heron (Butorides virescens) 
Detected in 10% of blocks (7/73). On June 23, KJ 

discovered 2 juvenile birds at Manayunk Canal. At 
Saylor Grove Stormwater Wetland, a pair attempted 
to nest twice with BD and ED reporting on June 20: 
“Pair abandoned both nests, two eggs in second nest.” 
Pairs or single birds in suitable habitat were seen at 
East Park Reservoir, Heinz NWR, Morris Arboretum 
and Northeast Airport.

× BlaCk vulture (Coragyps atratus)
No evidence of breeding. Detected in 7% of blocks 

(5/73). All 8 individuals were observed in the north-
western part of the county except for 1 individual at 
the Navy Yard.

× turkey vulture (Cathartes aura)
Detected in 41% of blocks (30/73) with a total of 

53 individuals, all across the county. No breeding evi-
dence was obtained.

* osPrey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Detected in 7% of census blocks (5/73) with a total 

of 8 individuals. At least 5 nests were active this year: 
(1) on structure in Delaware River between Penny-
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pack on Delaware and Baxter Reservoir, (2) at General 
Pulaski Park, (3) at North Beach St., (4) on top of the 
USS El Paso in the Navy Yard and (5) a newly discov-
ered nest on the Schuylkill River just upstream of the 
Passyunk Bridge, on Philadelphia Gas Works property, 
located by RH on June 27. The nests at Heinz NWR 
and Glen Foerd are technically in Delaware and Bucks 
county, respectively. 

§ CooPer’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 
Detected in 10% of blocks (7/73), with single indi-

viduals at Cobbs Creek, Pennypack Park, West Fair-
mount Park and Wissahickon Valley Park (Andorra 
and Houston Meadows). No breeding evidence was 
recorded but immature birds were seen at Cobbs Creek 
Park, Island Green Golf Course and Heinz NWR dur-
ing the summer months.

* Bald eaGle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 
Detected in 8% of blocks (6/73). A total of 7 indi-

viduals were counted, with observations from Heinz 
NWR, Navy Yard, Pennypack Park and Wissahickon 
Valley Park. The pair at Pennypack on Delaware suc-
cessfully raised 1 juvenile with an adult on nest as early 
as February 2. At Heinz NWR, AR reported on Febru-
ary 12: “Two resident adults were both actively build-
ing the nest.” This was necessary after the old nest was 
destroyed in a storm in fall 2017. On February 28 an 
adult was seen on the nest. On March 11, DB reported: 
“Two adults. One brought nesting material to nest. 
Other perched nearby. I suspect the egg(s) failed in 
recent storms. My last visit, she was incubating down 
low in nest.” and on April 26: “She’s still sitting low!” 
This pair eventually failed to raise offspring in 2018.

§ red-sHouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)
Not detected during the census counts, but present 

at Heinz NWR throughout the summer. On March 17, 
MRH observed “one adult seen flying upstream along 
the Darby Creek, with a bundle of sticks in its tal-
ons!!!” and again on March 29: “Adult flying upstream 
on Darby Creek with nesting material (sticks) in its 
talons!” Later on May 5, AB discovered a bird “car-
rying nesting material, flying over first pipeline cut 
crossing near visitor’s center (and flying toward 
visitor center).” DB saw four birds circling low over 
impoundment on August 23, but did not discriminate 
ages of the birds. 

* red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)
Detected in 27% of blocks (20/73) with a total of 29 

individuals. After RI discovered “both birds at the nest, 
one low in the nest one perched on the edge” within 
the Friends Hospital Campus (Tacony) on April 18, 
he noted on June 9: “All three together, being harassed 
by kingbirds in the parking lot. First year bird from 
nest on campus and two adults.” On June 17, HP heard 
the high-pitched “screams” of a juvenile in Pennypack 
Park between Holme Ave. and Wooden Bridge Run. 
GG saw a juvenile on June 13 at Temple University, 
“on outside metal structure on second floor of hospi-
tal; calling repeatedly; its nest-of-origin is on the 5th 
floor above” (not in a census block). On June 10, AB 
and MS observed an immature bird being “mobbed by 
two Mockingbirds, four Orchard Orioles, a Baltimore 
Oriole, two Blue Jays, a Northern Cardinal, [and] 
some American Robins” at Houston Meadow (Wissa-
hickon). AR saw a pair in suitable habitat at Bartram’s 
Garden on June 3.

* eastern sCreeCH-owl (Megascops asio) 
Not detected during the census, but breeding evi-

dence was reported from Wissahickon Valley Park in 
May. In Carpenter’s Woods a pair raised at least one 
juvenile; on May 12, PM saw an ”adult sticking head 
out of nest box. House Wren dived down at it and then 
an owlet was just behind the hole. Could see eyes and 
downy feathers,” and MRH saw a gray-phase adult 
in the nest vicinity on May 19. From Allen Lane Sta-
tion (SEPTA) in West Mt. Airy, LV reported on May 
31: “Local screech owl family (2 adults and 3 owlets) 
that I have observed for several weeks. Every evening 
at dusk they hunt over the train tracks. Sometimes 
dive bombing pedestrians walking near the train sta-
tion.” On May 12, KB observed a “female in box with 
chicks (gray morph) male outside in willow tree (red 
morph)” in his backyard on Livezey Lane. On April 12, 
MRH and DE watched two red-phase birds copulating 
at Sedgley Woods, at the red tee pad of hole #15. This 
pair was observed multiple times in the vicinity in the 
subsequent weeks, but no nest or other breeding evi-
dence was witnessed.

* Great Horned owl (Bubo virginianus) 
Only one bird was detected during the census, 

which HP saw “being emphatically mobbed by crows 
and jays” in Haddington Woods (Cobbs Creek) on 
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June 30. Earlier in the year, DM observed an individ-
ual on a nest at Benjamin Rush State Park on March 
31, with an owlet popping its head up on April 28. On 
April 21, RI discovered a “nest about 20 m high in a 
large tree cavity” at Cresheim Woods during a Bird-
Philly walk. The adult was “seen about 2 m from nest, 
and then sitting in the nest. Two owlets could be seen 
peeking out of the hole.” An adult and juvenile were 
reported from Valley Green (Wissahickon) by AB and 
MS on May 12.

× Belted kinGfisHer (Megaceryle alcyon)
Single individuals were detected at Pennypack Park 

(in 2 blocks), at Morris Arboretum, Glen Foerd and 
Heinz NWR. There was no evidence of breeding dur-
ing the census.

* red-Bellied woodPeCker (Melanerpes carolinus) 
Detected in 82% of blocks (60/73) with a total of 

262 individuals counted. Twenty-one birds were seen 
at the Schuylkill Center, 18 in the Verree Rd. to Krews-
town Rd. block of Pennypack Park, and 13 each in the 
Chamounix South block (West Fairmount Park) and 
the Pine Rd. to Verree Rd. block (Pennypack Park). Of 
the 19 juvenile birds observed, 6 were being fed by one 
of their parents.

* downy woodPeCker (Picoides pubescens)
Detected in 79% of blocks (58/73) with a total of 

175 individuals counted. A total of 11 birds were seen 
in the northern section of Pennypack Park (Pine Rd. to 
Verree Rd.) and 10 in Houston Woods (Wissahickon) 
with an additional 8 each in Carpenter’s Woods, 

Pennypack Park (Holme Ave. to Wooden Bridge Run), 
West Fairmount Park (Mann Center area and Lakes) 
and Wissahickon Valley Park (Bells Mill Rd. to Rex 
Ave.). Nineteen juvenile birds were observed of which 
5 were being fed by an adult. On June 7, HP observed 
adults feeding single fledglings in nest cavities at three 
different locations in Pennypack Park (Bustleton Ave. 
to Roosevelt Blvd. NE side of creek).

* Hairy woodPeCker (Picoides villosus)
Detected in 32% of blocks (23/73) with a total of 

40 individuals counted. Fifteen were counted in all of 
Pennypack Park and twelve in Wissahickon Valley Park. 
A total of five juveniles were seen, mostly following 
their parent just like DE observed on June 27 at Wis-
sahickon Valley Park (Walnut Ln. to Lincoln Dr.) on the 
Roxborough side: “Adult and juvenile feeding together 
gleaning branch, adult handed off food to juvenile.”

* nortHern fliCker (Colaptes auratus)
Detected in 77% of blocks (56/73) with a total of 

175 individuals counted. Fifty-five were counted in 
all of Pennypack Park and 28 in Wissahickon Valley 
Park. At least 9 juveniles were observed. Three nests 
were discovered in Pennypack Park and one at Morris 
Arboretum. On June 14, RC noted: “There is an active 
nest hole in the 1300 block of Brighton St. [in NE 
Philadelphia].” MRH observed 2 adults with recently 
fledged young in Wissahickon Park between Walnut 
Ln. and Kitchen’s Ln. on June 27.

§ Pileated woodPeCker (Dryocopus pileatus) 
Detected in 14% of blocks (10/73) with a total of 

12 individuals counted and in all but one case, soli-
tary birds. Five individuals were seen in Pennypack 
Park where Ingersoll (2001) reported none in 1998. 
The only birds reported from Wissahickon Valley Park 
were found at Houston Meadow and its vicinity. There 
was no evidence of breeding in 2018.

× aMeriCan kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
Single birds were observed at Benjamin Rush State 

Park, Heinz NWR and Northeast Airport. There was 
no evidence of breeding in 2018.

* PereGrine falCon (Falco peregrinus)
During the census, single birds were detected at 

Manayunk Canal and Upper Roxborough Reservoir. 
These were most likely birds from St. John the Baptist 

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) on the nest, drawn by 
Katrina Rakowski.
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Church in Manayunk. Art McMorris, who is the Per-
egrine Falcon Coordinator for the PA Game Commis-
sion reports the following numbers for Philadelphia’s 
breeding pairs: Ben Franklin Bridge (4 fledged young), 
Girard Point Bridge (1), City Hall (3), 2400 Chestnut 
St. (3), and St. John the Baptist Church in Manayunk 
(4). The pair at the Walt Whitman Bridge moved to 
the New Jersey end of the bridge this year, and raised 
2 young. On the Tacony-Palmyra Bridge, the nest box 
is on the Philadelphia side of the Delaware River but 
managed by the New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the Conserve Wildlife Foun-
dation. This year 3 young fledged after a fourth was 
discovered deceased in early June, apparently due to 
lead poisoning.

* eastern wood-Pewee (Contopus virens) 
Detected in 56% of blocks (41/73) with a total of 

112 individuals counted. Wissahickon Valley Park 
is undoubtedly the stronghold of this species in the 
county, with half of all sightings (56), followed by 

Pennypack Park with 27 individuals recorded. On 
June 24, HP discovered one bird nest building in 
Pennypack Park on June 24, and another one carrying 
food in Haddington Woods (Cobbs Creek) on June 30. 
On July 1, RI and MD reported an occupied nest at 
Heinz NWR on July 1, where 2 nestlings were reported 
one week later.

* aCadian flyCatCHer (Empidonax virescens) 
Detected in 34% of blocks (25/73) with a total of 

69 individuals counted, of which 54 were recorded 
in Wissahickon Valley Park. An astounding 17 were 
counted in the Houston Woods section (Bells Mill Rd. 
to Summit Ave.). On that day, June 24, AB and MS 
noted: “7 singing; 1 pair seen attending lone nestling 
which I believe is a Brown-headed Cowbird (size and 
bright red gape) – both parents fed nestling and female 
spent time sitting on nest as well – on unhatched 
eggs?; another pair seen at nest (near covered bridge) 
– 1 carried food to nestlings); a 3rd pair seen; 1 seen 
flycatching; 1 calling and seen; 1 singing and seen (by 

Historic photograph of Eastern Wood-Pewee (Contopus virens) at the nest, taken by William L. Baily, probably taken along the 
Pennsauken Creek near Palmyra, NJ, on “Decoration Day,” May 29, 1897.
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dam); 1 seen by parking area (singing).” On June 22, in 
Pennypack Park, HP observed: “One singing [where] 
Three Springs Hollow Run enters Creek, another bird 
close by that was followed by a third which was calling 
repeatedly (fledgling?).” This likely family unit was the 
only breeding evidence from Pennypack Park in 2018, 
where Ingersoll (2001) reported 15 birds during the 
nesting census in 1998. At Heinz NWR, JM observed a 
fledgling being fed by its parents on August 24.

* willow flyCatCHer (Empidonax traillii)
Detected in 15% of blocks (11/73) with a total 

of 34 individuals counted. At Bartram’s Garden AR 
observed one juvenile being fed on June 3. MRH 
saw and heard a singing adult in the Sedgley Woods 
meadow on June 6, but no evidence of breeding was 
obtained. On June 27, GA saw at least one fledgling 
at Heinz NWR. At Benjamin Rush State Park, HP 
observed juveniles being fed on July 29.

* eastern PHoeBe (Sayornis phoebe)
Detected in 15% of blocks (11/73) with a total of 

23 individuals counted. This was the least abundant 
flycatcher in the county during the 2018 breeding 
season. KJ observed an adult feeding 3 fledglings at 
Morris Arboretum on June 9. Nests were discovered 
in Cobbs Creek Park, Houston Woods and Pennypack 
Park. At Heinz NWR, GA saw a recently fledged juve-
nile on June 27.

* Great Crested flyCatCHer (Myiarchus crinitus)
Detected in 52% of blocks (38/73) with a total of 

65 individuals counted. Wissahickon Valley Park and 
Pennypack Park each had 16 individuals reported. 
HP saw a group of 4 in Pennypack Park on June 17. 
RI found an adult sitting on a nest in Tacony Creek 
Park on June 10. One bird was carrying food at Wis-
sahickon Valley Park on June 27 (DE) and a pair was 
observed gathering nesting material at Heinz NWR on 
June 14. 

* eastern kinGBird (Tyrannus tyrannus) 
Detected in 32% of blocks (23/73) with a total of 

58 individuals counted. Nests were found at Penny-
pack on the Delaware, Upper Roxborough Reservoir 
and Pleasant Hill Park, where SK saw an adult feeding 
2 young on June 28. Single individuals were seen car-
rying food at FDR Park on June 24 and nesting mate-
rial at Bartram’s Garden on June 3. CA stumbled upon 

a possible nest at the Northeast Philadelphia Airport 
on June 29. KJ did not report breeding evidence for 
the traditional nest at Morris Arboretum this year. SB 
reported a total of 17 individuals — “2 occupied nests 
with nestlings, and fledglings lined up on branches, 
and adults” — from Heinz NWR on July 7. At Island 
Green Golf Course, HP observed a pair feeding 3 
fledglings on July 15. BV saw an unspecified number 
of fledglings at the Schuylkill Trail Utility ROW on 
July 19. In Germantown, LG closely followed a family 
unit of 4 throughout July into early August. 

× wHite-eyed vireo (Vireo griseus) 
A single bird was seen by MR and MSe at Houston 

Meadow on June 9. There was no evidence of breeding 
in 2018.

× yellow-tHroated vireo (Vireo flavifrons)
A single bird was singing in the Chamounix North 

block (West Fairmount Park) on June 9. There was no 
evidence of breeding in 2018.

* warBlinG vireo (Vireo gilvus)
Detected in 73% of blocks (53/73) with a total of 

183 individuals counted. This species surely prefers 
Pennypack Park over Wissahickon Valley Park, with 
55 individuals counted in the former and 17 in the 
latter. Nevertheless, despite its abundance, evidence 
confirming breeding status was scarce. HP saw one 
individual on its nest in Pennypack Park on June 17. 
KJ observed a pair building a nest at Morris Arbore-
tum on May 12. An occupied nest was reported by DZ 
on May 29 at Heinz NWR.

* red-eyed vireo (Vireo olivaceus) 
Detected in 70% of blocks (51/73) with a total of 

157 individuals counted. In contrast to the aforemen-
tioned species (V. gilvus), 43 birds were observed in 
Pennypack Park, while 59 were seen in Wissahickon 
Valley Park. On May 27, near Kitchen’s Lane (Wis-
sahickon), MRH watched an adult building a nest on 
a tree branch that hung about 4 m above the Wissa-
hickon Creek, which flowed underneath. At Carpen-
ter’s Woods, AB and MS saw a pair with two young 
among twelve birds there on June 30. JS “observed 
two adults returning repeatedly to nest and feeding 
[three] young” at W.B. Saul High School Fields on 
June 17. DE saw a fledgling on June 19 between creek 
bend and Bells Mill Rd. (Wissahickon). AB and MS 
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reported a pair with 2 vocal fledglings in the Houston 
Woods (Wissahickon) on June 24. At the Schuylkill 
Center, PM reported nest building activity in late May 
and then saw “3 [...] moving through one tree together 
and one adult was feeding them and they would make 
crazy noises every time one was fed” on September 6.

* Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) 
Detected in 82% of blocks (60/73) with a total 

of 344 individuals counted, of which 42 were at the 
Schuylkill Center. Other notable totals included 81 
birds seen in Wissahickon Valley Park, 80 in Penny-
pack Park and 44 in West Fairmount Park. At least 
15 juveniles were observed at these locations, and at 
Burholme Park and Laurel Hill Cemetery. An occu-
pied nest was discovered by RK at FDR Park on May 
18. MP reported a fledgling in her backyard in Mt. 
Airy on July 1, and LG saw a family including 2 fledg-
lings being fed in Germantown in July. HP observed 
a pair feeding a juvenile at Island Green Golf Course 
on July 28.

* aMeriCan Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) 
Detected in 41% of blocks (30/73) with a total of 

70 individuals counted. Notable totals included 17 in 
Wissahickon Valley Park, 15 in Pennypack Park and 12 
at the Schuylkill Center. SK saw 2 juveniles at Pleasant 
Hill Park on June 28. In her Mt. Airy backyard, MP 
discovered two juveniles on June 21.

* fisH Crow (Corvus ossifragus) 
Detected in 18% of blocks (13/73) with a total of 

22 individuals counted. None were reported from 
Wissahickon Valley Park. HP discovered a pair with 3 
juveniles in the southern section of Pennypack Park 
just off of State Road on June 29. RC reported at least 
2 fledglings in his neighborhood in northeast Phila-
delphia on June 14.

§ CoMMon Raven (Corvus corax)
Detected in a single block (1/73) with a total of 1 

individual counted. KJ’s observation of a single indi-
vidual at the Manayunk Canal on June 5 was the only 

Historic photograph of Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) fledgling by William L. Baily, probably taken along the Pennsauken Creek 
near Palmyra, NJ, on “Decoration Day,” May 29, 1897.
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detection of this species during the census. Recent 
records of this species have come from nearly every 
corner of the county, throughout the year. MRH 
observed a pair with nesting material in the lower 
Cresheim Creek (Wissahickon) on May 12, but the 
pair was not detected there again. Another (presum-
ably) different pair may have tried to nest in north-
west Philadelphia in an old Budd plant where, in 
mid-March, DM reported seeing “them carrying sticks 
several times. One was in an oak tree on Fox St. break-
ing sticks and taking them into the Budd Plant.” How-
ever, infrequent checks of the area did not produce 
evidence of breeding. HP reported that employees of 
a nearby shop, who were excited about the birds, did 
not see them after the last week of April and they never 
saw more than two individuals.

* nortHern rouGH-winGed swallow (Stelgidopteryx 
serripennis) 

Detected in 58% of blocks (42/73) with a total of 
348 individuals counted. At least 29 juveniles were 
observed in 9 different blocks. Nest holes were discov-
ered in Cobbs Creek Park, Manayunk Canal, Penny-
pack Park and Wissahickon Valley Park. Two large 
flocks were seen during the census; one by KJ at Mana-
yunk Canal (55 individuals) on June 23 and another by 
JS at the W.B. Saul High School Fields (52) on June 25.

* tree swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) 
Detected in 32% of blocks (23/73) with a total of 

211 individuals counted with only a handful of fledg-
lings. Many juveniles were audible from occupied nest 
boxes in nine blocks including Andorra and Houston 
Meadows, Fort Mifflin, Morris Arboretum and Upper 
Roxborough Reservoir. MRH reported “two nests in 
artificial boxes. One with 3-4 nestlings, the other with 
4 eggs” at Sedgley Woods on June 30; the former nest 
fledged by 8 July and the latter nest’s fate is unknown. 
PM “counted 6 [birds] using nest boxes in impound-
ment and one using a hole in a tree” at Heinz NWR 
on June 2. In addition, several occupied nest boxes 
were found by RI at Frankford Arsenal Boat Launch 
on June 5. 

× Bank swallow (Riparia riparia)
A single bird was detected by NS at Upper Rox-

borough Reservoir on June 3. SK saw a pair at Pleas-
ant Hill Park on June 28. There was no evidence of 

breeding during the census. Up to 32 birds were seen 
at Heinz NWR in the late summer.

* Barn swallow (Hirundo rustica)
Detected in 47% of blocks (34/73) with a total 

of 246 individuals counted. Breeding activity was 
recorded in ten different blocks including Bartram’s 
Garden, Spring Lane fields, Pennypack Park and 
Northeast Philadelphia Airport. A total of 19 juveniles 
were seen during the census. On June 26, KJ reported: 
“I’d seen 4 young in a nest a week or two ago and the 
young must have fledged as I saw none on last visit. 
Today there were 2 adults with one of them back on 
same nest. Either different birds or second brood I’d 
guess.” It is always hard to provide an exact count of 
Barn Swallows at Heinz NWR, with so many birds 
zipping by, where PM saw “multiple nests on dou-
ble [observation] deck and also under boardwalk at 
north end [...]” on June 2. One of the earliest reports 
of breeding activity came from Harper’s Meadow in 
the northernmost corner of Wissahickon Valley Park 
on May 11, during the Wissahickon Valley Watershed 
Association’s “Birdathon” event, with JSh reporting: 
“nesting in horse barn. 3 were gathering nesting mate-
rials in horse corral.”

* Carolina CHiCkadee (Poecile carolinensis) 
Detected in 70% of blocks (51/73) with a total of 

194 individuals counted, of which 79 were in Wissa-
hickon Valley Park and 47 in Pennypack Park. At least 
19 juveniles were seen in 10 different census blocks. 
RI observed a pair at their nest in Wister Woods Park 
on June 24. At the Saylor Grove Stormwater Wetland, 
BD and ED found an occupied nest on May 19, and 
then adults feeding young in early June. KJ saw a “pair 
at cavity in small tree, one carrying nesting material” 
on May 26 at Morris Arboretum. On May 31, PM 
watched an adult feeding 2 fledglings at the Schuylkill 
Center. MP also had fledglings in her Mt. Airy back-
yard in late June.

* tufted titMouse (Baeolophus bicolor)
Detected in 60% of blocks (44/73) with a total of 

154 individuals counted, of which 50 were in Wissa-
hickon Valley Park, 46 in Pennypack Park and 14 at 
the Schuylkill Center during their annual census. HP 
observed adults feeding nestlings at two different loca-
tions in Pennypack Park on June 7, and on one occa-
sion in West Fairmount Park (Chamounix North) on 
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June 9. At least 15 fledglings were seen in 9 different 
census blocks. AB and MS noted at Carpenter’s Woods 
on June 30: “noisy family group seen (at minimum 4) 
with 2 young - 1 young being fed and 1 singer nearby 
[...].” They also observed one individual carrying food 
at the Schuylkill Center on June 2. 

* wHite-Breasted nutHatCH (Sitta carolinensis)
Detected in 66% of blocks (48/73) with a total of 

167 individuals counted, of which 65 were found in 
Pennypack Park and 53 in Wissahickon Valley Park 
(15 in Houston Woods and 12 in Carpenter’s Woods 
alone). Overall, 15 fledglings were observed in 8 cen-
sus blocks. RI discovered an occupied nest in Wister 
Woods Park on June 24.

* House wren (Troglodytes aedon)
Detected in 68% of blocks (50/73) with a total of 

231 individuals counted, of which 46 were found in 
Wissahickon Valley Park, 34 in Pennypack Park, 22 in 
East and 19 in West Fairmount Park, and 14 at Awbury 
Arboretum. A total of 22 active nests were found,  
including at Heinz NWR (6), Andorra Meadow (4), 
Houston Meadow (3), Pennypack Park (3) and East 
Fairmount Park (2). Nests were mainly found in nest 
boxes, but also on buildings and, in two cases, in the 
back of street lamps. RC reported an “active pair rais-
ing young in nest box” in his neighborhood in north-
east Philadelphia on June 14. Overall, 8 fledglings 
(not counting birds in nests) were seen in five census 
blocks. At Sedgley Woods, MRH discovered five eggs 
in nest box #1 on May 25, nestlings on June 6, and an 
empty nest on June 30. PM found an active nest on 
the underside of a dead snag at Heinz NWR on May 
27 and additionally reported: “a pair are using an old 
Barn Swallow nest on the double deck [platform]” on 
June 2. MRH found another active nest on June 6, in 
the eaves of one of the historic houses at Rittenhouse 
Town (Wissahickon).

* MarsH wren (Cistothorus palustris)
Detected at Heinz NWR only with 13 individu-

als observed on June 18. PM “tried to keep an exact 
count of ones that [he] saw and heard [...]’ on June 
2. He “also spotted around 10 nests [not being] sure 
if all were being used but they looked newly built and 
they had a singing male close by.” He also recorded two 
birds at Pennypack on the Delaware on June 18 and 
July 8.

* Carolina wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus) 
Detected in 89% of blocks (65/73) with a total of 

295 individuals counted of which 103 were found in 
Wissahickon Valley Park, 77 in Pennypack Park and 
27 in West Fairmount Park. A total of 26 fledglings 
were observed in 9 different census blocks. AB and MS 
reported from the Houston Woods on June 24: “1 [...] 
pair seen carrying food; 2 adults seen with 3 young; 2 
adults seen with 2 young - 1 was fed; 7 singing; 2 call-
ing.” On a field trip to Heinz NWR with their Field 
Ornithology class (Drexel University) on May 6, MRH 
and JDW noted: “Two fledglings seen with parents 
in the warbler woods! This pair of adults must have 
gotten off to an early start to the nesting season.” HP 
saw 3 fledglings at Verree Meadow during the Pennsyl-
vania Migration Count on May 12. PM observed an 
adult with 2 young at the Schuylkill Center on May 31. 
MRH observed 2 adults feeding 3 fledglings in Blue 
Bell Park (Wissahickon) on June 9.

* Blue-Gray GnatCatCHer (Polioptila caerulea) 
Detected in 59% of blocks (43/73) with a total of 

136 individuals counted, including 41 in Pennypack 
Park, 36 in Wissahickon Valley Park and 11 at East 
Fairmount Park. HP observed a pair of adults feed-
ing nestlings at Lemon Hill on June 28. A total of 9 
fledglings were observed in seven census blocks, with 
4 of the fledglings in Wissahickon Valley Park. Nest 
building activity was recorded from late April onwards 
at Carpenter’s Woods, Heinz NWR, East and West 
Fairmount Park. PM found two nests at Heinz NWR 
— one along the dike and another close to the little 
boardwalk — in early June. MD saw an adult feeding 

Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus) drawn by Katrina 
Rakowski.
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a cowbird fledgling at Heinz NWR on July 22. At the 
old Island Green Golf Course, HP found a pair feeding 
young in their nest on July 28.

* eastern BlueBird (Sialia sialis)
Detected in 10% of blocks (7/73) with a total of 

23 individuals counted. Breeding was confirmed at 
Andorra and Houston Meadows as well as Benjamin 
Rush State Park. AB and MS reported: “2 males seen 
(1 sings); 2 pairs seen (one occupying box #1, another 
atop box #2)” at Andorra Meadow on June 9. On June 
24, AB reported: “2 males seen (1 with 2 young), 1 
female carrying grass” at Houston Meadow. DM found 
“1 adult female, 4 young and 1 unhatched egg in nest 
box” at Benjamin Rush State Park on June 11. Addi-
tional individuals were seen at Morris Arboretum, 
Verree Meadow (Pennypack) and in the Schuylkill 
Center area (Spring Lane fields, Upper Roxborough 
Reservoir). On August 15, KJ observed an adult car-
rying food into a nest box at Houston Meadow, which 
could indicate a second brood. In total, 12 juveniles 
each were raised at Andorra and Houston Meadows in 
2018 (Peg Shaw, pers. comm.). 

* veery (Catharus fuscescens)
Detected in 23% of blocks (17/73) with a total of 

85 individuals counted. All, except 4 at the Schuylkill 
Center, were seen in Wissahickon Valley Park. A total 
of 5 fledglings were observed. There were no reports 
from any other area during the breeding season. As 
reported by Halley and Croasdale (2018), the species 
was completely absent from Pennypack Park. Ingersoll 
(2001) also reported the notable difference in num-
bers of Veeries (and Ovenbirds) between Pennypack 
and Wissahickon Valley Parks, though still counting 
eight individuals at the former location.

* wood tHrusH (Hylocichla mustelina) 
Detected in 70% of blocks (51/73) with a total of 

280 individuals counted, of which 121 were reported 
from Wissahickon Valley Park, 88 from Pennypack 
Park and 28 from West Fairmount Park. Six used nests 
were found in four census blocks and 10 fledglings were 
seen in 9 blocks. Adults carrying food were observed 4 
times in Pennypack Park, and once each in Fisher Park 
and West Fairmount Park. On June 29, DE reported 
from Wissahickon Valley Park: “Wood Thrush juv. and 
[Brown-headed] Cowbird juv. wait together motion-

less as parent comes and goes with food.” MRH found 
2 nests under construction in the Cresheim Woods 
(Wissahickon) on May 12 and May 23, respectively. 
Of the latter nest, he wrote: “[female] building nest 
cup, ~70% complete. I spied her as she was sitting in 
the incomplete nest.” MRH found another nest under 
construction at Sedgley Woods on May 25, and a third 
nest on the lower Cresheim Creek (Wissahickon) on 
June 9, with 1 young and 2 unhatched eggs — hatch 
day! By the time MRH censused the lower Cresheim 
block on June 25, the 3 Cresheim Creek nests were 
empty (fate uncertain). One successful brood was 
reported from Heinz NWR in July.

* aMeriCan roBin (Turdus migratorius) 
Detected in all census blocks (100%)! Just like 2016, 

it was the most abundant and widespread species with 
a total of 2,286 individuals counted. Not unexpectedly, 
the largest parks held the most birds — 515 in Penny-
pack Park and 447 Wissahickon Valley Park. There 
were 151 and 231 birds in East and West Fairmount 
Park, respectively, as well as 185 in the Cobbs Creek 
corridor. Breeding evidence was detected in 52 census 
blocks (71%), including 21 active nests and at least 129 
fledglings. On April 22, MRH found an occupied nest 
at Heinz NWR and HP saw an adult building a nest at 
Lemon Hill in East Fairmount Park, which were the 
earliest signs of breeding activity in 2018. MRH saw 2 
begging fledglings at one of Philadelphia’s great urban 
migrant traps — Red Square at Cherry St. and N 18th 
St. — on May 17. 

* Gray CatBird (Dumetella carolinensis)
Detected in 99% of blocks (72/73) with a total 

of 1,543 individuals counted. The species was most 
abundant in Pennypack Park with 466 individuals 
recorded, followed by 268 individuals in Wissahickon 
Valley Park and 218 in West Fairmount Park. A whop-
ping 104 individuals were counted by HP in the Cham-
ounix South section of West Fairmount Park alone on 
June 16 (“23 by call, 36 by song, 44 by sight, plus one 
carrying food.”). Breeding evidence was recorded in 
34 blocks. Three active nests were discovered and 54 
fledglings observed. HP saw a pair building a nest at 
Lemon Hill in East Fairmount Park on May 4. LG dis-
covered a family unit of 4 in her Germantown neigh-
borhood on August 7. 
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× Brown tHrasHer (Toxostoma rufum)
During the census, single individuals were observed 

at Awbury Arboretum, Bartram’s Garden and Hous-
ton Meadow. The only pairs were seen at Island Green 
Golf Course and Morris Arboretum later in July. 
There was no evidence of breeding in 2018, though 
the inconspicuous behavior of this uncommon species 
might have gone undetected.

* nortHern MoCkinGBird (Mimus polyglottos) 
Detected in 33% of blocks (24/73) with a total 

of 111 individuals counted. At least 5 fledglings and 
2 active nests were found during the census. MRH 
found a nest at Tulpehocken Station (SEPTA) on May 
29, noting: “nest found in shrub ~90% complete, lin-
ing still not finished. Agitated adult circling around 
me.” NS and BSt counted 30 birds at East Laurel Hill 
Cemetery on June 23: “Huge number of mockingbirds. 
Many singing at once. Many pairs and young birds 
begging for food.” On June 29, HP saw a pair attending 
a nest with 3 young at Pennypack on the Delaware. On 
June 21, RI observed a pair bringing food to a nest in 
the southern section of Tacony Creek Park. On August 
24, LG found “at least 2 immature mockingbirds with 
fuzzy heads and partial tails, some downy feathers still 
showing on back” in Germantown.

* euroPean starlinG (Sturnus vulgaris) 
Detected in 78% of blocks (57/73) with a total of 

1,366 individuals counted. Breeding evidence was 
recorded in 25 census blocks with at least 180 juveniles 
counted and 3 active nests discovered. HP reported 
from Pennypack Park on June 24: “7 recently fledged 
young, two adults attending a nest with young each in 
the stage structure at Welsh Road. Another adult feed-
ing young in nest in a tree at Sandy Run.”

* Cedar waxwinG (Bombycilla cedrorum) 
Detected in 52% of blocks (38/73) with a total of 

144 individuals counted. Only 2 nests were found 
during the census: 1 in Cobbs Creek Park and 1 in 
Pennypack Park. AR reported two immature birds at 
Bartram’s Garden on June 3. One July 8, GG and MRH 
discovered “3 nestlings; nest 25 ft up on horizontal 
br[anch] in decid[uous] tree” during one of the many 
public bird walks at Heinz NWR.

* House finCH (Haemorhous mexicanus)
Detected in 49% of blocks (36/73) with a total 

of 139 individuals counted, of which 26 were seen 
in Wissahickon Valley Park, 15 in Pennypack Park, 
14 at Lemon Hill (East Fairmount Park) and 11 in 
Burholme Park. At least 6 fledglings were observed 
in 5 census blocks. RC watched “a few pairs” feeding 
young in his neighborhood in northeast Philadelphia 
on June 14. On May 11, LR reported from the War-
bler Woods at Heinz NWR: “a pair and male gathered 
nesting material, female followed him!” MRH watched 
a male and female copulate in the rafters of the train 
platform at 30th St. Station on the morning of June 1. 
MP saw a “male feeding two young” in her Mt. Airy 
neighborhood on June 25. HP saw “one male feeding 
fledgling on dike” at Heinz NWR on July 7 and “one 
begging juv[enile]” at FDR Park on July 24.

* aMeriCan GoldfinCH (Spinus tristis) 
Detected in 77% of blocks (56/73) with a total of 

269 individuals counted, of which 103 were observed 
in Wissahickon Valley Park. Though abundant, this 
species is a late breeder and the only breeding evidence 
during the census was at Bartram’s Garden where AR 
saw 2 fledglings among 11 birds on June 3. MP noted 
“several males were feeding the young” at Heinz NWR 
on September 14.

* CHiPPinG sParrow (Spizella passerina)
Detected in 37% of blocks (27/73) with a total of 

82 individuals counted. HP saw 9 at Lemon Hill (East 
Fairmount Park) including 2 fledglings on June 28. 
Additional juveniles were observed at Fox Chase Farm, 
Navy Yard and Saul High School fields. CA discovered 
an occupied nest at Burholme Park on June 26. 

* field sParrow (Spizella pusilla) 
Detected in 7% of blocks (5/73) with a total of 11 

individuals counted at Andorra and Houston Mead-
ows, Houston Woods, Navy Yard and the Schuylkill 
Center. No breeding evidence was acquired during 
the census, but HP saw 10 birds on July 15, “scat-
tered throughout the area with one ad[ult] feeding 
one juv[enile] in two separate areas, overall maybe 
six territories, all well separated” at Island Green Golf 
Course - most likely the best site for this species in the 
county. JG found 1 immature among 4 individuals at 
Houston Meadow on July 19.
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* sonG sParrow (Melospiza melodia) 
Detected in 75% of blocks (55/73) with a total of 

259 individuals counted. Breeding evidence was found 
in 15 census blocks. KR found a “nest with 5 recently 
hatched young [...] in grey dogwood sapling at [Green-
land] nursery” in West Fairmount Park on June 1. A 
total of 14 fledglings were observed. In 4 additional 
instances (3 in Pennypack Park and 1 in West Fair-
mount Park) adults were feeding Brown-headed Cow-
bird fledglings. On June 12, outside a census block, DE 
discovered an adult feeding a Brown-headed Cowbird 
along the Schuylkill river Trail. Adults carrying food 
were seen at Heinz NWR (1), Mt. Moriah Cemetery 
(1) and Pennypack Park (3).

× swaMP sParrow (Melospiza georgiana)
Two birds were detected at Heinz NWR by AR on 

June 18. This species was not observed anywhere else 
during the summer months. There was no breeding 
evidence during the census. 

§ eastern towHee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) 
Detected in 15% of blocks (11/73) with a total 

of 45 individuals counted, of which half (23) were 
observed during the Schuylkill Center’s own breeding 
bird census (data were shared, as in 2016). There was 
no evidence of breeding during the census.

* orCHard oriole (Icterus spurius)
Detected in 38% of blocks (28/73) with a total of 

78 individuals counted. Potential nesting sites were 
found at Bartram’s Garden, Houston Meadow and 
Heinz NWR. Adults carrying food were observed at 
Benjamin Rush State Park, Saul High School fields 
and West Fairmount Park. AB and MS saw a “female 
building nest near exclosure, [with a] singing male 
seen nearby” at Andorra Meadow on June 9, and on 
June 10, at the Upper Roxborough Reservoir, they 
wrote: “New nest found in sycamore at spillway - same 
tree that holds Eastern Kingbird nest - with female sit-
ting on nest and male seen nearby [...]; female seen at 
nest and male heard singing at Port Royal side nest (on 
eggs?)”. On June 22, they saw “two nestlings and the 
male was around defending the nest.” MRH saw a pair 
“feeding two large Brown-headed Cowbird fledglings” 
at Sedgley Woods in East Fairmount Park on June 30. 
HP saw a pair feeding 3 juveniles at Island Green Golf 
Course on July 28. 

* BaltiMore oriole (Icterus galbula) 
Detected in 64% of blocks (47/73) with a total of 

164 individuals counted. The majority were seen in 
Pennypack Park (48) followed by Wissahickon Valley 
Park (28), West Fairmount Park (15) and the Schuylkill 
Center (11). Breeding evidence was detected in 17 cen-
sus blocks with a total of 14 active nests. BD and ED 
discovered an occupied nest at Saylor Grove Stormwa-
ter Wetlands on May 5. KR observed “one sub-adult 
male [...] repeatedly flying to nest where young heard 
begging” along the Boxer’s Trail (East Fairmount Park) 
on June 7. HP found a “total of three nests with both 
adults feeding young” in the Chamounix North sec-
tion of West Fairmount Park on June 9. 

* red-winGed BlaCkBird (Agelaius phoeniceus) 
Detected in 47% of blocks (34/73) with a total of 

570 individuals counted, including 56 at FDR Park, 51 
at Northeast Airport and 50 each at Benjamin Rush 
State Park and Morris Arboretum. Breeding evidence 
was recorded in 9 census blocks. On June 29, CA saw 
“many young birds being fed by adults in numerous 
areas” at Northeast Philadelphia Airport. On June 23, 
HP reported: “2 breeding pairs at Concourse Lake 
[West Fairmount Park] (one nest with 4 (?) young 
with male defending and female feeding, plus two 
recently fledged young and agitated pair close to aban-
doned nest; both nests pretty out in the open.”

Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) drawn by Katrina Rakowski.
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* Brown-Headed CowBird (Molothrus ater) 
Detected in 68% of blocks (50/73) with a total of 

185 individuals counted, including 45 in Wissahickon 
Valley Park, 37 in Pennypack Park and 12 each at East 
Fairmount Park and Upper Roxborough Reservoir. A 
total of 10 fledglings were seen with a handful of them 
fed by Song Sparrows, 2 by Orchard Orioles, 1 by a 
Wood Thrush, and 1 by a pair of Yellow Warblers. KR 
observed a juvenile following a female Northern Car-
dinal in the pines at Hermit Lane (Wissahickon Valley 
Park) on June 9. Also in Wissahickon Valley Park, AB 
and MS reported: “male giving song - perhaps coinci-
dentally near Acadian Flycatcher nest with lone sus-
pected cowbird nestling; 1 young nestling (eyes still 
closed) in Acadian Flycatcher nest” on June 24. MG 
saw a juvenile being fed by a Carolina Wren at Heinz 
NWR on June 3. On July 7, HP saw two pairs of Yellow 
Warblers feeding a Cowbird fledgling each at Heinz 
NWR. He also saw 1 juvenile “hanging with Robins” 
at Island Green Golf Course on July 15. MD found 
1 fledgling being fed by a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at 
Heinz NWR on July 22.

* CoMMon GraCkle (Quiscalus quiscula)
Detected in 68% of blocks (50/73) with a total 

of 256 individuals counted, including 46 at Pleas-
ant Hill Park, 42 in Wissahickon Valley Park, 34 in 
Pennypack Park and 19 at Cobbs Creek Park. Breed-
ing evidence was recorded in 11 census blocks with at 
least 20 fledglings or immatures observed. HP found 
a pair feeding nestlings in Pennypack Park on June 
18. On June 28, SK reported from Pleasant Hill Park: 
“Half of these were [carrying food]. I saw two adults 
feeding full grown juveniles. This is a conservative 
count. Alas, they were eating bread and carrying food 
back with it. Someone threw out a whole loaf.” RC 
reported from his neighborhood in northeast Phila-
delphia on June 14: “Three separate pair[s] feeding 
fledged young in yard. Each pair has 2-3 young.” On 
June 24, GA saw 1 fledgling in his backyard in South 
Philadelphia. 

× ovenBird (Seiurus aurocapilla) 
Detected in 7% of blocks (5/73) with a total of 6 

individuals counted, of which 4 were heard singing in 

Song Sparrow nest (Melospiza melodia) taken by W. L. Whitaker. This was the first photograph of a nest shown before the DVOC. It 
was displayed by Whitaker at the May 21, 1897 meeting (see Abstracts of the Proceedings II:25).
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Wissahickon Valley Park and 2 at the Schuylkill Cen-
ter. There was no evidence of breeding in 2018.

× louisiana watertHrusH (Parkesia motacilla)
A single bird was heard by CA, singing in the north-

ern section of Pennypack Park on June 27. There was 
no evidence of breeding in 2018. Two reports of single 
birds from Wissahickon Valley Park in mid-June remain 
unconfirmed. In 2017, KJ saw “1 adult and 1 begging 
juvenile following adult around in Wissahickon” in the 
Valley Green section of the park on June 22. 

* CoMMon yellowtHroat (Geothlypis trichas) 
Detected in 41% of blocks (30/73) with a total 

of 127 individuals counted, of which 22 each were 
observed in West Fairmount Park and the Schuylkill 
Center, 20 in Wissahickon Valley Park and 10 each at 
Pennypack and Cobbs Creek Parks. Breeding evidence 
was recorded in 5 census blocks with a total of 5 fledg-
lings observed and 2 food carries. In addition, HP saw 
a male feeding a fledgling at Island Green Golf Course 
on July 15. MD reported fledgling(s) at Heinz NWR 
on July 22. 

× Hooded warBler (Setophaga citrina)
A late migrant was reported by AM and MS at the 

Schuylkill Center on June 2. There was no evidence of 
breeding in 2018.

* aMeriCan redstart (Setophaga ruticilla)
Detected in 18% of blocks (13/73) with a total of 

20 individuals counted, of which half were detected in 
Wissahickon Valley Park. Breeding evidence was only 
recorded from 2 census blocks. On June 17, GG found 
“1 nest being built, 40 ft high in deciduous tree” at 
Heinz NWR. On June 24, HP reported from Penny-
pack Park: “Highlight of the day. One breeding pair. 
Female carrying food disappearing in inaccessible 
understory. Could hear the young ones getting excited. 
Both male and female acted agitated throughout my 
brief stay. Then another singing male was discovered 
0.2 miles away. This bird was attending to an empty 
nest twice [...]. No other individuals around. I would 
consider this a separate individual based on distance to 
the previous spot. Maybe a failed breeding attempt?” 
On May 6, DB saw a “female building nest near small 
overlook in warblers woods” at Heinz NWR. On May 
16, MRH and JDW reported from the same location: 
“Two different nests were found. One was 3 m up in a 

sapling fork, and the other 4 m up in a sapling fork. In 
both cases, females were seen nearby, and we watched 
as they approached the nests and briefly sat down, 
before moving on again.” 

× nortHern Parula (Setophaga americana) 
Singing individuals were reported from Pennypack 

and Wissahickon Valley Parks. HP found up to 2 sing-
ing birds in the census blocks between Bustleton Ave. 
and Rhawn St. between June 7 and 24. AB and MS 
heard 1 bird singing on June 9 at the northern end of 
Wissahickon Valley Park, and it was confirmed by DE 
on June 19. DE also found a singing individual in the 
southern portion of the park on June 27. There was no 
evidence of breeding in 2018.

* yellow warBler (Setophaga petechia) 
Detected in 38% of blocks (28/73) with a total of 

128 individuals counted. AR saw 36 of them, includ-
ing some fledglings, at Heinz NWR on June 18. Other 
high totals were at Bartram’s Garden (12), Cumber-
land St. on the Delaware (11) and Manayunk Canal 
(10). Breeding evidence was reported from 6 census 
blocks. AB and MS found a female on a nest at Rox-
borough Reservoir on June 2. HP discovered a pair 
feeding a fledgling Brown-headed Cowbird at Lemon 
Hill (East Fairmount Park) on June 28 and a juvenile 
following an adult male at Pennypack Park on June 29. 
On May 29, PM reported from Pennypack Park: “con-
firmed nest. almost finished but female was adding 
more and sitting in it to form the shape. Male was also 
helping build.” At Heinz NWR on July 7, HP found 2 
pairs each feeding a fledgling Brown-headed Cowbird. 

ANSP 76330: Mourning Warbler (Geothlypis philadelphia) 
collected by George S. Morris on May 29, 1897 near Riverton, 
NJ. This is presumably the same bird mentioned by Stone in his 
description of “Decoration Day 1897” [see page 26]. Photo by 
Suravi Ray.
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× Pine warBler (Setophaga pinus)
Two birds were detected during the census. KR 

found a singing male in the pines at Hermit Lane 
(Wissahickon Valley Park) on June 9. HP heard 1 indi-
vidual singing in a pine stand in Pennypack Park on 
June 15, which may be the first breeding season record 
for the park. MRH reported from Cresheim Woods 
(Wissahickon) on July 7: “Single bird singing in the 
white pine stand. This is the fourth (?) consecutive 
year for this species at this location in the breeding 
season.” Nevertheless, there was no evidence of breed-
ing in 2018, nor has this species been previously docu-
mented nesting in the county.

× BlaCk-tHroated Green warBler (Setophaga virens)
DE heard 1 individual in the northern section of 

Wissahickon Valley Park on June 1 and June 21, not-
ing on the latter date: “Surprise, obviously too late for 
migration and not in normal breeding area. Heard 
singing twice, not far from where I saw one on June 1, 
what I thought to be a late migrant. This time just west 
of Chestnut Hill Ave. Was not able to get a recording as 
it only sang twice in close succession.”

* sCarlet tanaGer (Piranga olivacea)
Detected in 19% of blocks (14/73) with a total of 

22 individuals counted, of which 16 were seen in Wis-
sahickon Valley Park, 3 at the Schuylkill Center, 2 in 
West Fairmount Park and 1 individual in Pennypack 
Park. DE “watched adult male feed a juvenile in tree 
above the trail after staking out a spot listening to beg-
ging young bird above” in Wissahickon Valley Park on 
June 29.

× suMMer tanaGer (Piranga rubra)
PK saw an adult female in Pennypack Park on June 

15, noting: “Large Heavy bill, some orange on breast, 
feeding in Mulberry.” This might be a species to keep 
an eye out for in the coming years. 

* nortHern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis)
Detected in 96% of blocks (70/73) with a total of 

557 individuals counted, of which 181 were seen in 
Pennypack Park, 143 in Wissahickon Valley Park, 49 
in West Fairmount Park, 33 at the Schuylkill Center 
and 28 in Cobbs Creek Park. Breeding evidence was 
found in 15 census blocks with at least 31 fledglings. 
AB and MS found a nest on June 24 in the Houston 
Woods (Wissahickon Valley Park): “1 adult male seen 

with 1 young; 2 pairs seen w[ith] 2 young each – we 
saw 1 feeding; 8 singing; pair seen – female building 
nest; female seen on nest [...]; 2 females seen; 1 carry-
ing nesting material is harassed by [Red-eyed Vireo]; 
1 calling.” SB reported an occupied nest at Heinz 
NWR on April 26. MRH found a nest with 3 young 
at Sedgley Woods (May 25) and a nest with 2 young 
at Woodlands Cemetery (May 26). The first fledgling 
of the year was reported by MP in her backyard in Mt. 
Airy on May 7. 

* Blue GrosBeak (Passerina caerulea)
The first breeding evidence of this species in Phila-

delphia since the early 1990s!! On July 15, HP reported 
from Island Green Golf Course: “First noticed the 
male and after taking some photos already moved on. 
Due to some additional noise turned around and saw 
the female carrying what looked like food, maybe a 
mantis. While I looked for additional birds both acted 
agitated and called repeatedly. Stayed only briefly to 
avoid stressing them out more. Did not see any young-
sters.” During a follow-up visit, on July 28, he observed 
1 fledgling. The family stayed at least until the end of 
August. HP saw 3 female-type birds on September 28, 
but these might have been migrants. 

* indiGo BuntinG (Passerina cyanea)
Detected in 32% of blocks (23/73) with a total of 

62 individuals counted. The highlight was 18 indi-
viduals that AR reported from Cumberland St. on the 
Delaware on June 17, noting “a constant hum of their 
song throughout the entire place.” AB saw a pair with 
2 juveniles at Houston Meadow on June 24, the only 
breeding evidence during the census.

* House sParrow (Passer domesticus)
Detected in 70% of blocks (51/73) with a total of 

586 individuals counted, of which 101 were seen in 
Wissahickon Valley Park, 69 in Pennypack Park, 44 in 
East Fairmount Park and 43 at the Navy Yard. Breed-
ing evidence was reported from 16 census blocks, 
including 8 active nests and at least 17 fledglings. 
MRH counted 4 active nests in the rafters of the train 
platform at 30th St. Station (SEPTA) on May 23. On 
the same day, MRH and JDW saw an adult feeding 
fledglings at 33rd and Chestnut St.
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“Decoration Day 1897 was a field day indeed! The above [photo] needs no explanation except that the can contains tea and that 
Baily is taking the photo by means of a bulb and long tube. Whitaker provided the boat, Morris the grub and the shores of the 
Pennsauken Creek, N. J., furnished an ideal spot for ornis and ornithologist. Three of the party applied themselves diligently to 
photographing birds and nests and the slides resulting from their work have since delighted thousands of people. Meanwhile, Stone 
photographed the photographers with a pocket Kodak while Morris had all kinds of luck with a gun culminating with a Mourning 
Warbler. Then came the Kingfishers nest and the amount of hard labor attached to the digging of that deserves more than passing 
mention. A sail home up the river with music by the band—ocarina, mouth organ & melodious voice—closed a red letter day.” 
(Witmer Stone, ANSP Archives coll. 570).


