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Linda Widdop (2017) and Gregg Gorton (2018)
January 5, 2017
Annual Meeting at the Jenkins Arboretum, Devon,
PA
Attendees: 47 members; 1 guest.
Opening Remarks: Phil Witmer, while stepping
down as DVOC President after filling the post for an
additional year after the death of Steve Kacir, reported:
“Gee — I have a funny feeling that I’ve been here
before. It has been an honor to lead DVOC for another
year; although, I think you will all agree that it was
tragic that it was necessary. Our thoughts and prayers
go out to Steve Kacir’s family and hope they are dealing with their loss. I am proud of the way DVOC has
reacted to our loss. We have come together in our grief
to be able to move ahead. I want to thank our leadership for making this possible: the officers, councilors, committee chairs and trustees for their continued
hard work and dedication to the club.
The state of the club is excellent. Our membership
remains stable. Our finances are strong (more about
this later) and we have young members rising to take
leadership roles. We also have senior members who
continue to provide a historical perspective. I will deny
any reports that I said Bert is old.
We all have our unique point of view on the meaning and mission of the club. Some of you will focus
on the joy of birding, some of you are professional
ornithologists, and still others are concerned about
conservation. These are not mutually exclusive, and
I think the club can and should strive to enhance all
those experiences for our members. I have made no
secret of my political views. While some of you might
not be as rabid as I am, I think we can all agree that we
are entering a period in our country’s history that has
strong currents of anti-scientific thought and ignorance of the risks of climate change. It is my hope for
the future of the club that we take a strong stand for
the protection of birds and their habitat, both through
our own actions and our support for other conservation organizations. I continue to be awed by the birding skill and camaraderie of you all and I thank you for
the privilege of serving you.”
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Elections: Art McMorris announced the slate
of candidates, which was followed by a unanimous
vote in favor of their election. The following Officers
and Councilors were elected: Martin Dellwo (President, special 1-year term), George Armistead (Vice
President), Linda Widdop (Secretary), Bert Filemyr
(Treasurer), Barbara Bassett (Councilor) and Navin
Sasikumar (Councilor). Art McMorris also announced
the conclusion of the terms of Gregg Gorton and Tony
Croasdale as Councilors.
Fellows: Louise Zematis, Patty Rehn, Navin Sasikumar and Holly Merker were announced as Fellows
of the DVOC.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer reported that 2016
was a good year for new membership and reminded
members about DVOC business cards.
Field Trips: Tony Croasdale reminded members
that the long-running Philadelphia Mid-Winter Bird
Census was scheduled for Saturday January 7, coordinated by Keith Russell and PA Audubon. Tony also
announced that he would lead a trip to FDR Park on
January 14 to look for wintering waterfowl, and that
Cindy Ahern was coordinating a trip to Baxter State
Park in Maine June 10–14.
Cassinia: Matthew Halley reported that efforts to
get Cassinia back on a 2-year cycle have been successful, with next issue due out this year.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris described the competition and asked members who participated in the
2016 contest to hand in checklists by end of January.
Youth Birding: Cindy Ahern reported that the
committee secured a scholarship spot for a young
birder (age 13–18) to attend ABA Camp Avocet in
2017.
Annual Treasurer’s Report: Bert Filemyr gave a
presentation about the current financial health of the
club and upcoming expenses in 2017. A summary of
the 2016 budget was shown to members via PowerPoint slides.
Local Notes: Win Shafer just returned from a trip
to New Zealand and encouraged everyone to go! This
prompted Tony Croasdale to announce that he just
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returned from a trip to Australia and encouraged
everyone to go there too!
Navin Sasikumar reported a Baltimore Oriole
(Icterus galbula) coming to his feeder for the second
year in a row. This remarkable sighting was made even
more so by the fact that Navin moved to a new apartment this year.
Martin Dellwo reported that he saw the vagrant
Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) in Somerset, NJ
and a Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus)
in Cape May, NJ last weekend. Martin also reported
a White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys)
and Redhead (Aythya americana) at the Navy Yard in
Philadelphia.
Bob Horton saw a Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) in NJ.
Gregg Gorton reported on the Black-headed Gull
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) that has been seen regularly at John Heinz NWR impoundment this week.
Cindy Ahern told the group about a Red-breasted
Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) that has been regularly
attending her feeders. She also saw a Pink-footed
Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) at Lyons VA Hospital
in NJ.
Mike Rosengarten saw an Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) at Greenwood Cemetery in
Brooklyn, NY where he has been working lately.
Tom Lincoln recently returned from a trip to St.
Augustine, FL where he was impressed by the number
of Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).

Program: Bert Filemyr told the club about “The
Strange Case of Club Member Charles J. Pennock.”

January 19, 2017

Attendees: 34 members; 4 guests.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris asked members
who participated in the 2016 contest to hand in checklists by end of January.
Membership: Phil Witmer welcomed Alison
(King) Fetterman as a new member.
Field Trips: Tony Croasdale provided details about
upcoming field trips to Houston Meadow on January
28 and Pennypack on the Delaware on February 4.
Conservation: Ann Reeves announced that the
Conservation Committee awarded two grants for
2016: (1) $876.20 to the Hawk Mountain Broadwinged Hawk Project, and (2) $500 to the Cooperative
Avian Conservation and Outreach project. She also
announced that the 2016 Rosalie Edge Award for Conservation was awarded to Dr. Steven Kress for his work
on Project Puffin.
Announcements: George Armistead, Ann Reeves,
Tony Croasdale, and Keith Russell met with architects,
people from BioPhilly, and Tracy Cohen from AKRF
Engineering to start a focus group to deal with window strikes in Philadelphia. Ann mentioned that 80%
of window strikes happen in residential areas.
Linda Widdop announced that she had used camera equipment for sale to members. After she had no
responses, she donated the equipment to the Wissahickon Environmental Center via
Tony Croasdale.
Local Notes: Win Shafer reported
that he and several other DVOCers
spent MLK weekend on Long Island
where they tallied many birds including Townsend’s Solitaire (Myadestes
townsendi), Rufous Hummingbird
(Selasphorus rufus) and a Pink-footed
Goose. He explained that DVOC has
traditionally had a trip to Long Island
on this weekend in past years.
Bob Horton described a Cooper’s
Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) display that
he witnessed, apparently used in a
courtship context, in which the bird
flared its tail in moth-like flight. This
Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) at John Heinz NWR in Philadelprompted Phil Witmer to tell the
phia, photographed by Brian Quindlen on January 5, 2017.
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group about a Cooper’s Hawk that crashed into a window at he and Bonnie’s home in Montgomery County.
Cindy Ahern spent a weekend in the Finger Lakes
region of NY. Her most notable sightings were Iceland
Gull (Larus glaucoides) and Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiacus).
George Armistead reported on his birding activities at FDR Park in Philadelphia, the highlights being
Rusty Blackbirds (Euphagus carolinus), 2 Merlins
(Falco columbarius), 2 Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus) and Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum).
Martin Dellwo photographed a Merlin and the
recurring Black-headed Gull at Heinz NWR. He also
saw 2 Northern Saw-whet Owls (Aegolius acadicus)
and mentioned that some signs had been erected to
mark the roosting locations. He also reported that the
pelagic trip out of Brooklyn had many Black-legged
Kittiwakes (Rissa tridactyla) and that he saw 2 Peregrine Falcons last week, circling in center city near
24th St.
Katrina Rakowski gave the group some advice on
how to apply tempera paint in 1 inch strips on the outside of windows to prevent bird strikes. This caused
Rick Mellon to chime in, adding that one could use gill
netting as well, if it is spray painted black and hung on
the outside of windows. Rob Bierregaard mentioned
that he used blueberry netting to achieve the same
results.
Henry Armistead reported 21,000 Redheads at Pea
Island, MD.
Barbara Granger reported that her husband saw a
Bald Eagle flying over Burlholme Park in Philadelphia
while walking the dog last week.
Program: Dr. Charles Wurster gave a rousing presentation entitled: “DDT Wars: Character Assassination, Slander, and DDT Science.”

February 2, 2017
Attendees: 34 members, 2 guests
Conservation: Martin Dellwo read a thank-you
note from Hawk Mountain for our 2016 gift. Bert
Filemyr announced that he received 2 Hawk Mountain tote bags and a t-shirt, which were available to
members for a small donation. Phil Witmer purchased
the shirt and 1 tote bag and gave a donation to the
Conservation Committee.
Communications: Linda Widdop reported that a
new projector was purchased and tested, but did not
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meet our standards. It would be returned and another
model tested at the next meeting.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced 4 new
members: Bo Hopkins, Todd Gallagher, Jeff Dale and
Joe Durrance.
Field Trips: Matthew Halley and Navin Sasikumar
reported that their walk at Houston Meadow was slow
with a low bird count.
Announcements: On the occasion of George
Armistead’s birthday, the membership sang a rousing
rendition of Happy Birthday! This prompted someone to announced that last Friday was Bert Filemyr’s
birthday, which prompted another round of song.
George Armistead announced that the club
received a donation of $10,000 from Jennifer Jacobs
in memory of her father Joseph Jacobs, former DVOC
president (1971–72). The donation would be used to
fund Cassinia through 2024. George also announced
that today would have been Joseph’s 100th birthday.
The club appreciated Jennifer’s generous donation
and offered her a life membership. The club would
also dedicate a nestbox for American Kestrels in his
name. George read an excerpt from Joseph Jacob’s
obituary in Cassinia.
Matthew Halley mentioned that one of his new
papers, published in Zootaxa (4276: 387–404), presents evidence that the Spotted Nightingale-Thrush
(Catharus dryas) is actually 2 species.
Phil Witmer asked if any members would be interested in helping him monitor nest boxes for American
Kestrels (Falco sparverius).
Local Notes: George Armistead announced that a
first-time vagrant Black-backed Oriole (Icterus abeillei)
was reported at a feeder on private property in Berks
County, PA. The bird was generating much excitement
and discussion after the homeowner posted on FaceBook. More details could be found online.
Cindy Ahern reported a new yard bird at her home
in Montgomery County: a Peregrine Falcon.
Mike O’Brien updated the club on the Black Vultures (Coragyps atratus) that have been roosting at his
senior home since December 2016.
Gregg Gorton mentioned a Rufous/Allen’s-type
hummingbird that had been coming to a feeder on
private property in Gladwyne, PA.
Matthew Halley reported that he installed 4 bird
boxes in the meadow at Sedgley Woods.
Program: George Armistead, “Crying Wolf: The
Proper Use of Playback.”
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Former DVOC President Phil Witmer checking on an American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) nest box at Green Lane Reservoir in
Montgomery County, PA in May 2016.

February 16, 2017
Attendees: 34 members; 5 guests.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris announced that
Barb Bassett was the winner of the 2016 contest with
317 species seen.
Conservation: Ann Reeves urged members to participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count. Matthew
Halley announced that Keith Russell and Rick Rhoades
scouted areas to place nest boxes for American Kestrels
in East Fairmount Park. Tony Croasdale will construct
boxes for this project and other uses.
Communications: Linda Widdop reported that
the Maryland Ornithological Society contacted
DVOC to ask about our website so that they could use
our developer. Members expressed their gratitude to
Navin Sasikumar who developed the new website.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new
member, Lauren Diamond, who was welcomed enthusiastically.
Field Trips: Tony Croasdale announced that George
Armistead would give a Birding Philadelphia Lecture
at Andorra Library on February 21. Sandra Keller
planned a trip to Shark River Inlet on February 25.
Patty Rehn and Steve Mattan were organizing a trip
to see Short-eared Owls (Asio flammeus) at the Sod
Farms on March 4.

Trustees Report: Chris Walters provided an overview of the Trustees Fund and promised to deliver a
full report at a future meeting.
Announcements: Ann Reeves announced that
Lower Merion Conservancy asked DVOC to cohost
the documentary film “The Messenger” at St. Joseph’s
University. Phil Witmer volunteered to lead a discussion after the movie. Art McMorris enjoyed the movie
and encouraged everyone to see it, regardless of their
level of interest in birding. Gregg Gorton told the
group that Steve Kacir and other DVOC members
worked with Lower Merion Conservancy in the past.
Martin Dellwo announced a donation in the
honor of recently passed member Sandy Bowes in the
amount of $75.
Matthew Halley announced that Dr. Pete Marra,
Director of the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center,
would give a talk about his new book “Cat Wars” next
Thursday evening at the ANSP. The evening program
requires pre-registration on Academy website.
Local Notes: Barb Bassett announced that Forsythe
NWR (“Brig”) is now open and fees will be waived
until April 1. A recent drive included 110 Canvasbacks
(Aythya valisineria).
Martin Dellwo and Debbie Beer went to the water
treatment plant in search of warblers and swallows.

No. 77 (2017–2018)

83

Abstracts of the Proceedings (2017–2018)
Croasdale and Keith Russell would lead a
walk at East Park Reservoir on March 18.
Communications: Navin Sasikumar mentioned that the DVOC website
would be down for a while on the weekend (March 5) for some maintenance and
technical tasks.
Announcements: Martin Dellwo
announced that the annual summer picnic would be scheduled for July 27 at the
home of Paul and Anita Guris. The flyer
would be coming soon.
Barbara Granger announced that
Lauren Diamond was the new Banquet
Committee chairperson, which prompted
much cheering and gratitude from the
membership.
Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) at the Penns Landing RiverRink in PhiladelLocal Notes: Barb Bassett announced
phia, photographed by Brian Quindlen on February 21, 2017.
that Eastern Phoebes (Sayornis phoebe)
were arriving, another sign of spring,
which prompted Martin Dellwo to mention the Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) he saw outside
Debbie found Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora
his office.
celata) at Trenton sewage plant.
Tony Croasdale reported that Pileated WoodpeckAnn Reeves had Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyeers have been easy to see and hear in the Wissahickon
malis) at Amico Island, NJ.
recently. Martin Dellwo asked if they are more diffiMatthew Halley went to Hopewell Lake with his
cult to see after spring since he struggled to find one
grandmother and saw 10 Ring-necked Ducks (Aythya
after May 31 when he was trying to get 200 species in
collaris), 6 Common Mergansers (Mergus merganser).
Philadelphia a few years ago. Tony did not know but
Martin Dellwo reported on a recent pelagic trip
mentioned that all the expected local woodpecker spethat he attended. No unusual species were detected
cies (including Pileated) could be seen at his office in
except an unidentified “white-winged” gull.
the Wissahickon.
Barb Bassett saw a Peregrine Falcon perched on the
Matthew Halley was surprised when two Black
Camden trash-to-steam plant yesterday.
Vultures flushed from a barn window at Woodland
Program: Bill Stewart, “9 (very true) Bird Stories.”
Beach, Kent County, DE—a potential nest site. He
also saw 3 Long-tailed Ducks at Heinz NWR on 25
March 2, 2017
February and thanked Frank Windfelder for showing
Attendees: 21 members; 4 guests.
him the ducks.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced Diane
Martin Dellwo mentioned that George had a ComFlemming as a new member. She also received an
mon Loon (Gavia immer) at Bartram’s Garden, and a
application from Rob Ferguson.
Red-throated Loon (G. stellata) and an Iceland Gull at
Field Trips: In addition to trips mentioned at the
Glen Foerd on the Delaware.
previous meeting, Tony Croasdale announced a trip
Barb Bassett also saw an Iceland Gull at Tullytown
by Martin Selzer to Houston Meadow on March 10,
and Little Gull (Hydrocoloeus minutus) and Blackto observe displaying American Woodcocks (Scolopax
headed Gulls in Cape May.
minor). Tony Croasdale would be leading a building
Lauren Diamond announced that she saw her first
workshop to demonstrate how to construct bluebird
American Woodcock.
boxes, combined with a walk in the Andorra Meadow
Program: Katrina Rakowski, “Finding Birds.”
on March 11. Patty Rehn and Steve Mattan were going
wood-cocking at White’s Bog on March 11. Tony
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March 16, 2017
Attendees: 27 members; 1 guest.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced the
application of Beth Thompson-Moorhouse.
Conservation: Ann Reeves announced that the
Trump administration would be cutting EPA funding
by 30%.
Field Trips: Linda Widdop announced a trip to
Barnegat Light on March 18.
Announcements: Bonnie Witmer announced a
workshop event called “Designing with Native Plants”
at Mill Grove on March 18. This prompted Phil Witmer to ask if older members were members of Junior
Audubon clubs that are not in existence any longer.
Amy Weidensaul was looking for information for
interviews. Phil Witmer also mentioned that he was
working with Audubon PA on a bird collision program to go statewide.
Victoria Sindlinger announced that she would be
competing in the World Series of Birding with her
Middle School WSB team. She was looking for members and experienced adults who wanted to help mentor the team. Ken Walsh’s WSB team would be raising
money for DVOC this year.
Matthew Halley announced that he was going to
remote eastern regions of Nicaragua from tomorrow
through April 22, with fellow ornithologists Mark
Robbins, Therese Catanach and Jack Hruska. They
would be going to some places that ANSP ornithologists had not explored since 1922, to collect specimens
for research.
Local Notes: Rob Bierregaard saw an American
Woodcock in his yard, and also reported that two of
his tagged Ospreys (Pandion haliaetus) were on the
move, migrating northward.
Martin Dellwo found a Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola) in Florida. He said that he would share details
after the meeting at Cherry Street Tavern and on ABA
Rare Bird alert.
Holly Merker chased a Northern Shrike (Lanius
excubitor) in Chester County. She didn’t see it, but said
that the bird was seen today by others.
Gregg Gorton saw 8 Rusty Blackbirds working the
creek at Shortridge Park 2 weeks ago.
Linda Widdop had 25 American Robins (Turdus
migratorius) eating birdseed today after the snowstorm.

Bert Filemyr saw the Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula)
with a group of Ring-necked Ducks in Cape May near
the Cape May ball fields.
Program: Bert Filemyr, “A Brief Ornithological
History of the Delaware Valley — People, Birds, Places
and Other Things.”

April 6, 2017
Attendees: 18 members; 1 guest.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new
member applications.
Field Trips: Bonnie Witmer reported on the special trip to East Park Reservoir with representatives of
city agencies. Several upcoming trips were announced
including one led by Tony Croasdale at Lardner’s
Point Park on April 8. Phil Witmer would lead at Mill
Grove on April 15. Tony Croasdale would lead a trip
on the Manyunk Towpath on April 22. Steve Mattan
and Patty Rehn would lead a walk at Hawkins Road
on April 30.
Announcements: Linda Widdop announced that
the Pennsylvania Game Commission was looking for
volunteers to monitor heron rookeries in PA.
Billing’s Big Year Award: Art McMorris, Liz Billings and Karen Walter presented the 2016 award to
Barb Bassett for reporting 317 species.
Local Notes: Barb Bassett reported that a Common
Raven (Corvus corax) nest is active at Beasley’s Point
power station, the first reported in Cape May County
for many years.
Ken Walsh saw the Tufted Duck in Cape May
County, and 2 Little Gulls at Spruce Run Reservoir
in Clinton, NJ. He also made a stop at Silver Lake in
Bucks County to see Rusty Blackbirds.
Martin Dellwo stopped at Pennypack on the Delaware tonight and found an Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila
caerulea).
Mike O’Brien reported 3 Black Vultures at the Bell
Towers near 54th St. in Philadelphia. This led to a discussion of the Bald Eagle nests in Philadelphia area at
Heinz NWR, Pennypack on the Delaware, Pennypack
Trust, and another previously unreported nest found
in Claymont, DE.
Linda Widdop reported that an Eastern Screech
Owl (Megascops asio) was roosting in a box in her yard
in Rydal, PA.
Program: Jennifer Uehling, “Blood-sucking Ectoparasites and their Avian Hosts.”

No. 77 (2017–2018)

85

Abstracts of the Proceedings (2017–2018)

April 20, 2017
Attendees: 34 members; 3 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced some
applications and welcomed recent new members.
Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond announced
that the 2017 banquet would once again be held at
Sheet Metal Workers Local 19 Hall on Columbus Blvd.
Field Trips: The same list of upcoming walks from
the previous meeting was read again.
Announcements: Bonnie Witmer announced that
the Wissahickon Wood Duck and Warbler Festival
needed volunteers to work at the DVOC table on May
13 and 14.
Sally O’Byrne, visiting from Delmarva Ornithological Society (DOS) announced that the 2017 Birda-thon would happen in Delaware on May 6–14.
Barb Bassett announced that the 18th annual
Gloucester County BirdQuest would take place on
May 6.
Judy Stepenaskie announced that Wyncote Audubon would also be holding a Bird-a-thon event on
May 13–14.
Local Notes. Martin Dellwo reported that the Blackheaded Gull was seen again at Heinz NWR last week
by Frank Windfelder. Martin also saw a Red-breasted
Nuthatch in his yard in Center City Philadelphia.
Navin Sasikumar reported on the Baltimore Oriole
that has been visiting his feeder.
George Armistead reported a Least Tern (Sternula
antillarum) on the Delaware River in Philadelphia this
morning, the first report since Hurricane Sandy. He
also mentioned an Iceland Gull that has been present
behind Walmart on Delaware Ave., and Purple Finch
(Haemorhous purpureus) and Red-breasted Nuthatch
at Heinz NWR.
Bonnie Witmer had a Pileated Woodpecker in the
yard in Montgomery County.
Barb Bassett reported that Prothonotary Warbler
(Protonotaria citrea) and Yellow-throated Warblers
(Setophaga dominica) have been seen at Piney Hollow
Preserve in Gloucester County, NJ.
Anne Bekker reported Red-breasted Nuthatch,
Winter Wren (Troglodytes hiemalis) and 2 Louisiana
Waterthrushes (Parkesia motacilla) at Wissahickon
Park.
Sally O’Byrne saw an unidentified Empidonax flycatcher in Delaware and 2 Ruffs (Philomachus pugnax)
at Port Penn Impoundments in Delaware.
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Program: Jeffrey Hall, “NW Passage: Nature in the
Far Corner of Pennsylvania.”

May 4, 2017
Attendees: 23 members; 4 guests.
Special Meeting: “Birding Trivia Quizzo” hosted by
George Armistead. Members formed teams to answer
questions in 3 categories: Club and Member Trivia,
Birds and Birding in Popular Culture, and Birding in
Philadelphia.

May 20, 2017
Attendees: 31 members; 3 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed new
member Michael Walter and announced that Donald
Heintzelman rejoined.
Field Trips: Navin Sasikumar reported 7 species of
warblers at Rittenhouse Square and many new birders attended the walk. Jack Creighton led 15 birders at
Heinz NWR and saw 11 species of warblers plus Brown
Thrashers. Several upcoming walks were announced.
Dave Long and Bob Horton would be leading 2 trips
to Lakehurst for Upland Sandpipers (Bartramia longicauda). Ann Reeves would lead a trip to Glassboro
WMA on May 27. Matthew Halley would lead a trip to
White Clay Creek State Park in DE to look for colorbanded Veeries (Catharus fuscescens) at the long-term
study site of Dr. Christopher Heckscher (Delaware
State University).
Announcements: George Armistead announced
that the American Birding Expo, a birding trade show,
would be coming to Valley Forge on Sept 29. The Expo
was previously held in Ohio but would be moving to
the Philadelphia metro area.
Gregg Gorton reported that Middle Creek WMA
may be closed due to Pennsylvania state budget cuts;
more details to follow.
Matthew Halley announced that Brian Quindlen’s
World Series of Birding team came in 2nd place in the
adult section. Ridin’ Birdy team, captained as usual by
Tony Croasdale, stayed in Burlington County, NJ this
year and won the Burlington County blitz with 75 species at Palmyra Cove Nature Park. Matt also reported
that he met with Keith Russell and others to discuss
upgrading Philadelphia’s “Important Bird Area” (IBA)
status due to the large breeding population of Wood
Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina).
Local Notes: Martin Dellwo reported Nashville
Warbler (Leiothlypis ruficapilla) and Magnolia War-
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Ridin’ Birdy competing in the Burlington County Bird Quest on May 6, 2017. From left: Tony Croasdale, Robin Irizarry, Matthew
Halley, Dan Efroymson and Clyde Croasdale.

blers (Setophaga magnolia) in his yard in Center City
this week.
Rob Bierregaard had 45 bird species in his yard
with 9 warbler species on one day this week and a total
of 50 species in 3 days.
Navin Sasikumar had Blackburnian Warbler
(Setophaga fusca) in his yard this week.
Anne Bekker had an incredible day at Carpenter’s
Woods including Kentucky Warbler (Geothlypis formosa), Wilson’s Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) and Canada Warbler (C. canadensis).
Nathaniel Sharp saw Blackburnian Warbler and
Bay-breasted Warbler (S. castanea) in his yard.
Linda Widdop reported 2 Little Egrets (Egretta garzetta) over the last 2 weeks, at Heislerville WMA in NJ
and the Ashton Tract in DE.
Brian Quindlen also had a Wilson’s Warbler and
many other warblers at the school where he teaches.
Bob Sharp saw 2 Red-breasted Nuthatches at the
feeder through mid-April this year.

Matthew Halley saw Cape May Warbler (S. tigrina)
in West Philly and Black Billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus
erythropthalmus) at Bartram’s Garden.
Mike O’Brien saw Yellow Warbler (S. petechia) at
the senior home, and today there were 6 Chimney
Swifts (Chaetura pelagica).
Brian Carpenter had a few Cape May Warblers at
Independence Park this week, and Kate Garchinsky
announced that they moved to a new home in Montgomery County with more than 70 species so far.
Hart Rufe said he had a Purple Martin (Progne
subis) colony with 130 gourds up and about 200 Martins. There has been a Cooper’s Hawk preying on the
Martins every day and he asked for suggestions.
Program: Doug Wechsler, “Discover One Bird,
Save a Thousand.”

June 1, 2017
Attendees: 28 members; 5 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed new
member Joe Bernstein.
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Conservation: Ann Reeves announced a Conservation Committee meeting to be held in June and
asked members for any ideas for projects to be funded.
There was also a brief discussion about the UNFCCC
Paris Agreement.
Field Trips: Phil Witmer reported that he attended
the White Clay Creek trip led by Matthew Halley on
May 28 to observe color-banded Veeries. Ann Reeves
reported on her Glassboro trip with Prothonotary
Warblers and Hooded Warblers (S. citrina) being the
highlights. New trips were announced. Tony Croasdale would lead a “walk” to observe Peregrine Falcons
in Manayunk on June 2. Linda Widdop would lead a
Birding by Bike event along upper Pennypack Creek
on June 3. Tony Croasdale would lead the Steve Kacir
Memorial Nighthawk Trip to Wharton State Forest on
June 17.
Announcements: Linda Widdop announced that
Peter Kurtz of Pennypack Environmental Center is
looking for volunteers to help with a Wood Thrush
count. The effort is designed to help elevate the Fairmount Park Urban Greenway Important Bird Area
(IBA) to continent-wide significance status.
Linda Widdop announced that George Armistead
was arranging an exclusive Rock Jumper Tour to Cuba
for DVOC members.
Phil Witmer announced that Bob Wallace donated
books for sale, with proceeds to be donated to DVOC
for Conservation committee.
Local Notes: Bonnie and Phil Witmer saw Bobolinks (Dolichonyx oryzivorus) at Green Lane Reservoir.
Hart and Jewel Rufe had 2 Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) in their yard in upper Bucks County.
Bert Filemyr told the group about a Dickcissel (Spiza americana) in breeding plumage at Dixon
Meadow Preserve in Montgomery County.
Martin Dellwo went to Lord Sterling Park in NJ to
see the Lesser Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis) that
has been there for the week. Bert Filemyr explained
that it was emaciated when it was discovered near the
park. It was then taken to a rehab center and released
into the park.
Program: Zoe Yost, “Owling at the Moon: Explorations on Silent Wings.”

September 21, 2017
Attendees: 31 members; 3 guests.
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Membership: Bonnie welcomed new members
Leigh Altadonna, Leigh Ashbrook, Eileen Murphy,
Kyle Chelius and Ned Levi.
Cassinia: Matthew Halley reported that Cassinia
No. 76 was sent to the printer.
Field Trips: Tony Croasdale announced that Martin Selzer would lead a walk at Tacony Creek Park on
September 23.
Local Notes: Harry Armistead reported on
Dorchester County, MD fall bird count with 166
species.
Linda Widdop saw a vagrant Wood Stork (Mycteria
americana) in Cape May.
Win Shafer found a Sedge Wren (Cistothorus stellaris) at Gwynedd Preserve.
Matthew Halley told the group about a shipment
of dead birds received from University of Puget Sound
that were now being prepared for the ANSP Ornithology Department. The shipment had some interesting
birds including what seems to be a Washington State
record of the eastern Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus faxoni).
Art McMorris summarized Peregrine Falcon season: 50 pairs (new high in recovery period) with 108
young (37 pairs successful) and a new cliff nest found
in northern PA. Art asked members to report any cliffs
that might support a nest, sightings of Peregrines
in the area and / or whitewash on cliffs, etc. Art also
reported that he saw an Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi) in northern PA.
Katrina Rakowski saw several large flights of Common Nighthawks (Chordeiles minor) at her home in
Germantown, counting about 80 birds on one evening.
Gregg Gorton told the group about a flycatcher at
Heinz NWR that looked like an Olive-sided, but was
not confirmed.
Holger Pflicke reported a possible Kirtland’s Warbler (Setophaga kirtlandii) at Lemon Hill with field
marks including tail pump, no pattern on tail like
Magnolia, gray head, yellow throat, but no wingbars.
Many other birders showed up but photographs were
not obtained and the ID could not be confirmed. This
would have been the first record of that species in
Philadelphia, but the record was not accepted without
evidence.
Program: Lisa Kiziuk, “Motus: Building a Northeastern Wildlife Tracking Network.”
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Group photo at the “Big Sit” at John Heinz NWR on October 9, 2017.

October 5, 2017
(No minutes taken.)

October 19, 2017
Attendees: 27 members; 5 guests.
Membership: No report.
Field Trips: Linda Widdop announced upcoming trips. Martin Selzer would lead a walk at Houston Meadow on October 21. Cindy Ahern would lead
a trip to Tannersville Cranberry Bog on October 28.
Martin Selzer would lead walks at Andorra Meadow
on November 4.
Announcements: The judged of the upcoming
photo contest (December 21) were announced: Martin Dellwo, Patty Rehn, Steve Mattan, and compiler
Paul Guris. Bonnie Witmer announced that Victoria
Sindlinger won the Heinz NWR photo contest.
Local Notes: On October 8, during the Big Sit at
Heinz NWR, a White-winged Tern (Chlidonias leucopterus) appeared and was seen by many birders. The
bird was the talk of the town and one of the most
remarkable vagrants in years.

George Armistead went birding with a friend from
Sweden and found a Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) at Heinz NWR.
Martin Dellwo found 2 Tennessee Warblers (Leiothlypis peregrina), a Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis
trichas) and Ruby-crowned Kinglets (Regulus calendula) in his yard in center city.
Linda Widdop saw a late Rose-breasted Grosbeak
(Pheucticus ludovicianus) in her yard in Rydal, PA.
Rick Mellon spotted dozens of Lesser Black-backed
Gulls (Larus fuscus) along Yardley-Newtown Rd. in
Bucks County.
Bonnie Witmer saw an Eastern Screech Owl in her
yard in Radnor, PA.
Barbara Granger recently moved to Wyncote and
was finding birds in her new yard daily.
Martin Dellwo reported that Harvey Tomlinson of
Del Haven, NJ found a vagrant Black-throated Gray
Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens) at Cox Hall Creek in
Cape May, NJ.
Program: Matthew Halley, “John James Audubon:
Separating Man from Myth.”
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November 2, 2017
Attendees: 15 members; 1 guest.
Membership: Linda Widdop welcomed (on behalf
of Bonnie Witmer) new members Georgia Spangenberg and Laura Herschel. An application was received
from Allison Memmo.
Field Trips: In addition to previously announced
trips, Tony Croasdale announced a planned trip to
Waggoner’s Gap Hawk Watch on November 18. Cindy
Ahern announced an evening of Northern Sawwhet Owl banding for young birders and families on
November 17. The program would be led by Scott
Weidensaul at the Hidden Valley Banding station in
Schuylkill Haven, PA.
Local Notes: Martin Dellwo heard a Peregrine Falcon screeching at 20th and Walnut Sts. in Philadelphia.
Tony Croasdale reported that he and Dan Efroymson saw a possible Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni)
soaring with a group of Turkey Vultures (Cathartes
aura) near Manatawna Farms in Philadelphia, but
they did not take photographs and the ID could not
be confirmed.
Other members reported seeing the Common
Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) at Forsythe NWR during the past 2 weeks.
Matthew Halley has been seeing 3 Black Vultures
roosting on an apartment building roof near Tulpehocken Station in Germantown.
Barb Bassett saw an American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) at Cape May State
Park this week.
Ken Welsh saw a White Ibis (Eudocimus
albus) in Morris, NJ.
Program: Kate Garchinsky, “Secret Life
of the Red Fox.”

(for 3-year terms, to replace retiring Councilors Ann
Reeves and Patty Rehn): Lauren Diamond, Rob Bierregaard. Art asked for other nominations from the
floor. None were offered.
Membership: Phil Witmer reported that there was
a record number of new members in November. Bonnie is expanding role of membership committee to
reach out to new members.
New Bins For New Birders (NB4NB): Martin
Dellwo read an email from Paul Guris about the status
of this program: “The NB4NB Committee is happy
to announce the approval of two grants of binoculars
through DVOC’s New Bins for New Birders program.
The first grant will go to Girard College — Lower
School in Philadelphia, PA which services economically disadvantaged students in the 1st to 6th grades.
They are looking to be able to offer more birding focus
in their non-academic activities such as feeder observations, local walks, and field trips to sites such as John
Heinz NWR and Hawk Mountain Preserve. The grant
consists for 12 compact binoculars suitable for children with smaller hands and a need for a shorter interpupillary distance. The second grant will go to Silver
Lake Nature Center in Bristol, PA. They provide a
strong schedule of year-round activities for youth and
families including summer camp programs and walks
for adults with preschoolers. Due to the more mixed
nature of observers they serve, the grant consists of 8
pair of compact binoculars as well as 6 pair of full-

November 16, 2017
Annual Banquet. No meeting minutes

December 7, 2017
Attendees: 30 members; 1 guest.
Nominations: Art McMorris announced
nominees for the upcoming election on
Jan. 4, 2018. The following individuals were
nominated: Officers (for 1-year terms):
George Armistead (President), Linda Widdop (Vice President), Gregg Gorton (Secretary), Bert Filemyr (Treasurer); Councilors
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Birders retire to the pub (“For Pete’s Sake” on S. Front St., about 200 m from
Alexander Wilson’s grave at Old Swede’s Cemetery) after the Annual Banquet
on November 16. From left: George Armistead, Matthew Halley, Michael
McGraw, Brian Quindlen, Martin Dellwo.
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sized binoculars. We have reached out to the contact
of a third grant request which was from Hunterdon
Central Regional High School in Flemington, NJ. So
far attempts to contact this person have gone unanswered. If no reply is received in the next few weeks
we will review the balance NB4NB funds against any
pending requests to determine if we are in a position
to give another award.”
Field Trips: Martin Dellwo announced two
upcoming trips at the Wissahickon Environmental
Center led by Martin Selzer, the first on December 29
and the second on January 14.
Announcements: Matthew Halley announced that
his proposal to split the Spotted Nightingale-Thrush
(Catharus dryas) into two species called Gould’s
Nightingale-Thrush (C. dryas) and Sclater’s Nightingale-Thrush (C. maculatus) was accepted by the International Ornithological Committee (IOC), edited by
Frank Gill. The proposal was based on a research paper
that he and Jason Weckstein (and two colleagues with
no DVOC connection) published earlier in the year.
Tony Croasdale had a private meeting with Philadelphia Animal Control to discuss control of feral cat
colonies in green spaces.
Several Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) were discussed.
Local Notes: Several Snowy Owls were reported
in the area. A large group of Black Vultures were
seen roosting on Conowingo Dam. A Gray Kingbird
(Tyrannus dominicensis) was found in Cape May and
seen by several members of the club.
Barb Bassett and Bert Filemyr mentioned that
Tom Johnson identified the species from photographs
(including Bert’s) and that it was apparently the same
bird that was seen in Maryland for multiple days.
The ongoing Black-headed Gull and Tundra Swans
(Cygnus columbianus) at Heinz NWR in Philadelphia
were briefly discussed.
Program: Laurie Goodrich, “Chasing Broad-wings
to Brazil and Back.”

December 21, 2017
Attendees: 28 members; 2 guests.
Nominations: Barbara Granger announced the
slate of nominees for the upcoming election and asked
for other nominations from the floor. None were
offered.

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced one new
applicant, Richard Welch.
Field Trips: The same two upcoming trips by Martin Selzer were announced.
Announcements: Phil Witmer announced the
upcoming Annual Members’ Meeting at Jenkins Arboretum on January 4 (snow date January 11). Members
were encouraged to bring a dish or beverages to share.
Local Notes: George Armistead gave a CBC report
from landfills in lower Bucks County, where he and
colleagues counted 50,000 Herring Gulls (Larus
argentatus), 15 Iceland Gulls, 3 Glaucous Gulls (Larus
hyperboreus) and many interesting hybrid gulls.
Barb Bassett reported from the Gloucester County
CBC, where she saw a Common Raven and Bald Eagle
fighting over a deer carcass. The following day, she
joined Debbie Beer and Martin Dellwo and chased the
Empidonax flycatcher in Cape May County that was
later identified as Least Flycatcher (Empidonax minimus). They also saw a Cape May Warbler in Cape May,
an uncommon treat.
Martin Dellwo mentioned that other birders
recently found Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana),
Summer Tanager (P. rubra), Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
and Orange-crowned Warbler at the same location
near Sunset and Light House Aves.
Debbie Beer saw a vagrant MacGillivray’s Warbler
(Geothlypis tolmiei) in Monmouth County, NJ.
Frank Windfelder reported Orange-crowned Warbler at the NE Water Treatment Plant and another
individual along a bike path in Philadelphia during
the CBC. He also reported 2 American Pipits (Anthus
rubescens) and Tundra Swan.
Win Shafer reported that 3 Snowy Owls were
recorded in Berks County.
Program: Members’ Photography Night.

January 11, 2018
Annual Meeting at the Jenkins Arboretum, Devon,
PA
Attendees: 28 members; 1 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced one new
applicant and two new members: Lucille Larkin and
Bo Hopkins. Thirty-two new members were added in
2017.
Conservation: Holly Merker provided stamped
postcards and asked members to sign, declaring opposition to the proposed border wall through Santa Ana
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Wildlife Refuge in Texas. The committee felt strongly
about this issue.
Cassinia: Matthew Halley announced that the current issue of Cassinia is now available. Copies were distributed to members present. The publication is now
back on its intended biannual cycle. Katrina Rakowski’s artwork on the cover harkens back to the original
cover by Githens (1901). Matthew and Katrina chose
American Robin since that species is most prolific in
Philadelphia. The issue is dedicated to Steve Kacir, who
died suddenly during his term as President in 2017.
Matthew thanked Barbara Granger and all members
of the Editorial Board.
Field Trips: Linda Widdop announced trips to be
led by Martin Selzer to Andorra Nature Center (Wissahickon), and by Tony Croasdale to Pennypack on the
Delaware, Glenn Foerd and perhaps Pleasant Valley
Park—to celebrate the third anniversary of the BirdPhilly program.
Treasurer’s Report: Bert explained that the full
report was provided to Council for review, and that
finances are in good shape with a surplus in excess of
$4000, though that may be less if/when the Academy
bills the club for meeting room rental, which it has not
been doing (for reasons unknown).

Announcements: Art McMorris said that the Philadelphia Mid-Winter Bird Census would take place
on January 20, and that interested members should
contact Keith Russell. Linda Widdop said she could
use help at her census site, Pennypack Environmental
Center. Alan Crawford has 14 back issues of Cassinia
for offer to interested members.
Local Notes: Martin Dellwo had Common Goldeneyes and Tundra Swans at Pennypack on the Delaware.
Gregg Gorton found an Eastern Phoebe on New Year’s
Eve gleaning insect parts from the cobwebs under the
eaves at the old visitor’s center at Heinz NWR. Alan
Crawford saw Sandhill Cranes (Grus canadensis) and a
Summer Tanager at Cape May Point.
Main Program: Bert Filemyr presented “DVOC:
The Early Years.” Members then enjoyed the customary food and beverages coordinated by Bonnie and
Phil Witmer.

January 18, 2018
Attendees: 43 in attendance, including 7 guests: Liz
Armistead, Dan Kobza, Josh Koplin, Bull Gervasi, Walter Hart, Therese Catanach and Emily Ostrow.
Membership: New members were announced:
Bernard (Billy) Brown, Lucille Larkin and Krista Wolk.

Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiacus) at the Philadelphia International Airport, photographed by Brian Quindlen on January 7, 2018.

92

Cassinia

Widdop and Gorton
New applications were received by Dan
Efroymson, Michael Morell and Moed
Gerveni.
Field Trips: Sandra Keller will lead a
walk on January 21 at Taylor’s Lane Wildlife Preserve in Cinnaminson, NJ. Linda
Widdop will lead a photography-friendly
walk at Barnegat Light State Park on January 28.
Cassinia: Copies of Cassinia 76 (2014–
2016) were handed out to members who
had not yet received one. All articles were
also posted on the DVOC website.
Announcements: Tony Croasdale
an
nounced that there are now 4 locations for backpacks with bins and a field
guide for use by urban birders, since a new
one has been added in Cobbs Creek Park.
And, this Saturday, January 20 at 10AM
at Pennypack on the Delaware will be the
3rd anniversary of Bird Philly. Paul Guris
announced upcoming pelagic trips on
January 27 and February 10, both out of
Cape May.
Local Notes: Matthew Halley reported
a Common Raven and Red-shouldered
Hawk (Buteo lineatus) during the Philadelphia Mid-Winter Bird Census at Mt.
Moriah Cemetery in Philadelphia.
Bert Filemyr visited Fowler Beach Rd.,
part of Prime Hook National Wildlife
Refuge (Delaware), where he saw many
Short-eared Owls and Northern Harriers ANSP curator of birds, Dr. Jason Weckstein, gives a tour of the bird collection
(Circus hudsonius), as well as several Lap- to DVOC members.
land Longspurs (Calcarius lapponicus) and
Snow Buntings (Plectrophenax nivalis).
Paul Guris observed 40 Manx Shearwater (Puffinus
Navin Sasikumar reported a single Canvasback at
puffinus) and a high count of 2,600 Red Phalaropes
Queen Lane Reservoir during the Mid-Winter Bird
(Phalaropus fulicarius) during pelagic trips in the
Census. He also said that 2 Sandhill Cranes were seen
Atlantic on December 22 and 29, respectively.
over the Wissahickon Environmental Center during
Henry Armistead was at Pea Island National Wildthe Mid-Winter Bird Census.
life Refuge in North Carolina on December 28, 2017,
Art McMorris reported that he and Rob Bierwhere he saw approximately 15,000 Red-necked
regaard observed a Peregrine Falcon at Fort Mifflin,
Grebes (Podiceps grisegena).
and found a Ross’s Goose (Chen rossii) in a flock of
Main Program: Dr. Jason Weckstein gave a brief
Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) near the corner of
lecture about the many uses of scientific collections,
Bartram Ave. and Holstein Ave. (Philadelphia).
and then the group divided into groups for a special
Anne Bekker saw an immature Red-shouldered
Hawk near Kitchen’s Lane in Wissahickon Valley Park.
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tour of the ANSP bird collection with Jason and Matthew Halley.

February 1, 2018

Attendees: 32 present, including two guests: Randall Sindlinger and Terri Adams.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced three
new members: Dan Efroymson (present), Michael
Morell and Moed Gerveni.
Field Trips: Linda Widdop announced several
upcoming trips, including excursions to Barnegat
Light State Park, NJ (led by Linda), River’s Edge
Park in Burlington County, NJ (led by Sandra Keller),
Houston Meadow in Philadelphia (led by Martin Selzer) and Whitby Meadow in Philadelphia (led by Tony
Croasdale). Paul Guris announced a pelagic trip out of
Lewes, DE scheduled for February 10, 2018.
Announcements: It was announced that Holly
Merker was elected Chair of the Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee (PORC). She is the
first woman to achieve that position, and previously
she had been the first female voting member. Holly
was heartily congratulated with a round of applause.
Local Notes: Linda Widdop saw two Merlins near
her house in Rydal, PA, and also had a Bald Eagle fly
over.
Tony Croasdale mentioned two Snowy Owls present at the Philadelphia International Airport: one
(quite white, likely mature) in Delaware County that
has been seen by many along Hog Island Road, and
one (very dark, immature) along Fort Mifflin Rd. in
Philadelphia County that was found by Gregg Gorton and Rob Bierregaard on January 28. There ensued
some discussion about the difficulties of aging and
sexing of Snowy Owls; reportedly, unless the plumage color is at one extreme or the other (very dark to
nearly pure white), aging the bird can be difficult.
Bob Horton reported a Snowy Owl at Assunpink
Wildlife Management Area, Monmouth County, NJ,
and a female King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) in
Myrtle Beach, SC.
Paul Guris gave a report from his January 27
pelagic trip out of Cape May, NJ. Notable records
included 13 Great Black-backed Gulls (Larus marinus) behind the boat (a high count), 18 Black-legged
Kittiwakes of which 15 were first-year birds, a small
number of Dovekies (Alle alle), 3 Atlantic Puffins
(Fratercula arctica) and 3 Razorbills (Alca torda).
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Matthew Halley inquired whether anyone had seen
any Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) nesting
activity yet in Philadelphia, but no one had.
Martin Dellwo said he dipped on the Gyrfalcon
(Falco rusticolus) but saw the Eared Grebe (Podiceps
nigricollis) at the Merrill Creek Reservoir, Hunterdon
County, NJ.
Linda Widdop reported a Greater White-fronted
Goose (Anser albifrons) and 8 Cackling Geese at the
same reservoir, as well as about 50,000 Snow Geese
(Chen caerulescens).
Erica Brendel had a female Cooper’s Hawk taking
a bath in her backyard in Mt. Airy (Philadelphia).
George Armistead said that he and Holly Merker
found a Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) and a red morph Eastern Screech-Owl at Pennypack on the Delaware, and the Black-headed Gull at
John Heinz NWR (Philadelphia). A discussion ensued
about the color morphs of screech owls, which may
not just be gray and red, but also brown. George also
reported that Tom Johnson (Cape May, NJ) saw two
Ravens near Lincoln Financial Field, Philadelphia, in
the past week.
Main Program: Paul Guris gave an entertaining and informative talk called “Pelagic Birding Discoveries,” which detailed (with a plethora of superb
photographs) the many remarkable finds he and
his colleagues have made over the past 30+ years of
pelagic birding in eastern North America.

February 15, 2018
Attendees: 38 members.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced that an
application was received from Dan Kobza.
Trustees’ Report for 2017: Chris Walters gave a
summary account of the financial status of the DVOC.
He was pleased to report that the club is in excellent
financial shape, with good growth in the Trustees’
Fund last year, and continued accumulation of monies donated specifically for the Bob Billings Big Year
Competition and the Interns’ Fund (which allows an
annual donation to support interns in the ANSP Ornithology Department. A copy of the report was available for members wishing to peruse it.
Field Trips: The same trips mentioned at the last
meeting were announced again.
Announcements: Bob Sharp reported via email
(relayed by Gregg Gorton) that his son, Nathaniel,
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who had been in the group at Upper Main Line YMCA
that was mentored by DVOC members, who won the
World Series of Birding youth category several times,
is forging ahead in his budding ornithological career.
He has a job with the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries to work on the Maine Breeding Bird Atlas.
Linda Widdop made an appeal to members on
behalf of lifetime and household DVOC memberships.
Bonnie Witmer invited members to come to the
Witmers’ home in Wayne, PA (Montgomery County)
on February 17, to participate in the Great Backyard
Bird Count (GBBC). She also encouraged members
to enter their data from February 16–19 into eBird, if
they wished to participate in the GBBC event.
Phil Witmer announced a two-session workshop,
“Backyard Birding,” sponsored by the Main Line Night
School and led by Phil. The first session was scheduled on Friday, February 23 at the Creutzberg Center
in Harford Park, Radnor, PA (Montgomery County).
Matthew Halley and Rich Horwitz will participate
in the GBBC at Laurel Hill Cemetery on Saturday,
February 17. Members and others were invited to join
them.
Jason Weckstein, Gregg Gorton and Rob Bierregaard will lead a group of GBBC birders on the same
day, at West Laurel Hill Cemetery in Bala Cynwyd,
Montgomery County.
Local Notes: Tony Croasdale successfully chased
the brown-phase Gyrfalcon that had been previously
seen at Merrill Creek Reservoir in the town of Alpha,
Warren County, NJ, on the roof of a house.
Linda Widdop, Todd Fellenbaum and Martin
Dellwo drove for 15 hours to Miramichi, New Brunswick, Canada, to see a rare vagrant Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus). The bird has been lingering in the same
area where it was first detected on December 9, 2017.
Main Program: Matthew Halley gave a fascinating
and lively program entitled “New Perspectives on the
Evolution and Behavior of the Nightingale-Thrushes
(Turdidae: Catharus).” The talk focused on his recent
dissertation research, including some material that is
yet unpublished. Vigorous discussion followed.

March 1, 2018
Attendees: 32 members, no guests.
Meteorological Note: The electrical power went
out before the meeting started, and we learned that

the entire area was also without power, likely due
to the winter storm “Riley” that was sweeping into
Southeastern PA. We relocated to the ANSP Commons because some members were grounded on the
1st floor due to the elevator shut-down. The first 45
minutes of the meeting were held in darkness punctuated only by some emergency lights, open laptops,
cell phone flashlights and Linda Widdop’s fancy new
umbrella that had a flashlight in the handle.
Bob Billings Big Year Competition: Art McMorris announced the winner of this year’s competition,
Debbie Beer, who will give a short talk about her Big
Year at the meeting on April 5, with the Billings family
in attendence. (This announcement was followed by
loud applause and cheers.)
Field Trips: Multiple trips were announced: Cobbs
Creek on March 2 (led by Tony Croasdale), Houston
Meadow on March 4 (led by Martin Selzer), John
Heinz NWR on March 17 (led by Navin Sasikumar),
Franklin Parker Preserve in Burlington County, NJ on
March 18 (led by Sandra Keller) and Lakehurst Naval
Air Station on June 6 (led by Bob Horton).
Announcements: George Armistead announced
that on March 6, 2018, a clean-up day would be held
at FDR Park from 4-6pm. This large (>350 acres) park
is a birding hotspot beloved by members of DVOC.
George also announced the passing of former
DVOC member and illustrious birder Barry Sauppe,
at the age of 71, on January 22, 2018. Barry discovered the 3rd North American record (and only one
outside of Alaska) of Spoon-billed Sandpiper (Calidris pygmaea) in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
He joined DVOC in 1960, but later moved out West,
where he led pelagic trips for Debbie Shearwater’s
company and founded the Año Nuevo Christmas
Count, among other activities.
Michael Walter noted that George Armistead
would be travelling to Israel as a member of the
Zeiss-Rockjumper Team for the Champions of the
Flyway Birding Competition/Fundraiser. They will
raise funds for Bird Life International for their vital
work on a campaign in Croatia and Serbia to stop the
annual gunning of migrant birds.
Local Notes: Martin Dellwo and Linda Widdop
went this week to Merrill Creek Reservoir, Warren
County, NJ, where they dipped on the Gyrfalcon but
saw many Horned Larks (Eremophila alpestris), a few
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Lapland Longspurs, 7 Lesser Black-backed Gulls and a
couple of Iceland Gulls.
Tony Croasdale and Debbie Beer both independently reported that they heard a lot of Woodcock
“twittering” in the field beyond the dead (south)
end of Lindbergh Blvd., just past 86th St., where the
entrance to the John Heinz NWR is located. There is a
sign posted “No Dumping” but unfortunately a lot of
trash is found there. You can park along the side of the
road and then listen, and/or you can walk southward
— any evening now — into the grassy field dotted
with trees, where you may be lucky enough to catch
Woodcock “peenting,” twittering (their display flightsong), or even in flight.
Debbie Beer mentioned that more than 50 Tundra
Swan were seen at Heinz NWR this week, which may
be a record.
George Armistead reported that on a recent visit to
the Alpha Grasslands Preserve in Warren County, NJ, a
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) strafed and flushed a
large number of Snow Geese where the Gyrfalcon had
previously been seen.
Navin Sasikumar and Matthew Halley reported 29
species, including Eastern Phoebe and Peregrine Falcon during the GBBC at Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia last Saturday. Gregg Gorton reported that
he, Rob Bierregaard, Jason Weckstein, Will Ryan and
Mark Greenberry had 28 species at West Laurel Hill
Cemetery in Bala Cynwyd, Montgomery County during the same GBBC event. One of the pair of Peregrine
Falcons that nest in the steeple of St. John Church in
Manayunk was seen in the far distance perched near
its nest-box window.
Main Program: Betsy Nutt presented a talk entitled
“Bluebirds: Biology and Conservation.” The electricity
came back on half-way through her presentation, to
the relief of everyone!

March 15, 2018
Attendees: 36 members; no guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced that
Pamela Barton will join her husband, Michael Walter,
in a household membership.
Field Trips: Trips to Heinz NWR on March 17
(led by Navin Sasikumar), Franklin Parker Preserve,
Burlington County, NJ (led by Sandra Keller) and
Lakehurst Naval Air Station on June 6 (led by Bob
Horton) were announced again. Tony Croasdale also
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announced a BirdPhilly walk on April 14 at Cobbs
Creek in Philadelphia.
Communications: Navin Sasikumar briefly discussed the DVOC’s participation in the upcoming
American Birding Expo, scheduled for September
21–23 in Oaks, PA.
Announcements: Linda Widdop encouraged
members in NJ and PA to salvage dead migrants for
ANSP bird collection. Linda also announced that there
will be a special meeting on September 13, 2018, with
a talk and materials on display relating to Witmer
Stone’s Bird Studies at Old Cape May (1937).
Local Notes: Martin Dellwo returned to look for
the Gyrfalcon in NJ, but dipped again. He also noted
that Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) was seen offshore at Cape May, NJ.
Dan Efroymson reported two Common Ravens in
Manayunk, which he suspects may be looking to nest
in the area.
Matthew Halley reported birds seen recently at
Heinz NWR, including 47 Tundra Swans, a pair of
Osprey, hundreds of Tree Swallows (Tachycineta
bicolor), and displaying American Woodcock at Eastwick Meadows. He also reported a Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) and Lesser Black-backed
Gulls at Peace Valley Park, observed during a recent
walk coordinated with the Wissahickon Valley Watershed Association and DVOC member Martin Selzer.
Bert Filemyr reported that Snowy Owls are still
being seen at Forsythe NWR (Brigantine Unit) in NJ.
Rick Mellon reported two Common Ravens at his
house in Yardley, PA.
Katrina Rakowski reported 2 Red-necked Grebes,
1 Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) and five Common Goldeneyes (Bucephala clangula) at Glen Foerd.
She also met with Judy Stepanaskie in Manayunk to
observe the pair of Peregrine Falcons that nest there.
Katrina excitedly watched them copulate through the
spotting scope!
Judy added to Katrina’s report by saying that she
saw the pair mate one other time, and the female was
making an unusual squeaking sound that Judy will try
to record. The female has been spending the night in
the nest box, but during the daytime Judy saw a third
adult Peregrine fly in, presumably to try to mate with
her.
Gregg Gorton and Rob Bierregaard mentioned
that there will be a “Pizza and Peregrines” meet-up at
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the Couch Tomato restaurant on Rector St. near the
church sometime in June once this year’s (hoped for)
young birds have fledged. The location affords excellent viewing and the event will be valuable for outreach to local folks who happen to walk by and ask
questions about the birds.
Main Program: Don Jones gave a program entitled “Bird Sounds: An Introduction to Listening and
Visualizing,” inspired by Nathan Pieplow’s book The
Peterson Field Guide to Bird Sounds of Eastern North
America (2017). Don made use of his own recordings as well as those by three other DVOC recordists
(George Reynard, Ed Manners, Paul Driver).

April 5, 2018

American Bitterns (Botaurus lentiginosus) were
reported by three members, in three counties. Matthew Halley saw one at John Heinz NWR (Philadelphia County), Rick Mellon saw one at Five Mile
Woods (Bucks County, PA), and Debbie Beer saw one
at the Hildacy Farm Preserve (Delaware County, PA).
Debbie noted that it was odd habitat for a bittern, forests and fields with no marsh to speak of.
Barb Bassett reported that an immature Little Gull
and a Black-headed Gull were seen in Dividing Creek,
Cumberland County, NJ, along Maple Ave. Double
digit numbers of Razorbills and approximately 15,000
Northern Gannets (Morus bassanus) were seen from
Coral Avenue off Cape May Point, Cape May County,
NJ.
Main Program: Ian Gardner gave an enjoyable talk
entitled “Spring Warbler Migration,” which entailed a
review of phenology, habitat, nesting and feeding habits, and auditory and visual identification tips for 37
species of New World Warblers (Parulidae).

Attendees: 30 members; 7 guests (Jess Secrest,
Becky Laboy, Kris Benarcik, Rick Stehlik, James Burlage, Bob Michener and Karen (Billings) Walter
(daughter of Liz and Bob Billings).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced one new
member (Douglas Fry).
Field Trips: Tony Croasdale announced a BirdApril 19, 2018
Philly walk to be led by him on April 14 at Cobbs
Attendees: 25 members; 4 guests.
Creek in Philadelphia. Other walks in the announceMembership: Bonnie Witmer announced Julie
ment included Belleplain State Forest in southern NJ
Greenberg and Kris Benarcik as new members.
on April 15 (led by Linda Widdop), Brendan Byrne
Field Trips: Linda Widdop reported on a rainState Forest in Burlington County, NJ on April 22 (led
delayed field trip to Belleplain State Forest (Cape May
by Sandra Keller), Houston Meadow in Philadelphia
County, NJ). Highlights included Yellow-throated
on April 29 (led by Martin Selzer), Ridley Creek State
Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, Ovenbird (Seiurus
Park on April 29 (led by Win Shafer and Alan Crawaurocapilla) and Common Yellowthroat.
ford).
Bob Billings Big Year Competition:
Debbie Beer, this year’s winner, gave a
brief and good-humored rendition of her
Big Year adventure, highlighting the most
unusual birds she found, detailing some
of the logistics (roughly 30,000 miles in
total travel), and thanking the many people
who helped her achieve a count of 353 species. She also gave her gratitude — as did
the audience with loud applause — to Liz
Billings and Karen (Billings) Walter, who
enjoyed this year’s tale.
Local Notes: Several notable birds were
observed at John Heinz NWR. Patty Rehn
saw two Blue-winged Teals (Anas discors),
Katrina Rakowski saw a Hermit Thrush
Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) drawn by Katrina Rakowski.
and Barb Bassett saw a Glossy Ibis.
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May 3, 2018
Matthew Halley announced an upcoming walk at
Cresheim Creek on April 21, which will follow the
Attendees: 23 members; 1 guests (Mark Greencreek downstream to where it meets the Wissahickon
berry).
Creek at Devil’s Pool. The group will also visit the hisMembership: Bonnie Witmer received a membertoric Livezey house (Glen Fern) and the “Cresheim
ship application from Mark Greenberry.
Pines,” one of the largest conifer stands in PhiladelField Trips: Several regional trips were announced
phia.
including one led by Linda Widdop, Harvey TomlinOn April 29, Win Shafer and Alan Crawford will
son and Yong Kong to the Delaware Bayshore on May
lead a walk at Ridley Creek State Park (Delaware
6, to search for migrating shorebirds. Cindy Ahern will
County, PA) and Martin Selzer will lead a walk at
lead a trip to the Tannersville Cranberry Bog (Monroe
Houston Meadow (Philadelphia County, PA).
County, PA) on May 19, and Sandra Keller will lead
Sandra Keller announced a walk on April 22 at
a walk on May 20 at Amico Island Park (Burlington
Brendan Byrne State Forest (Burlington County, NJ)
County, NJ).
and Barb Bassett and Dennis DiMarco announced an
In Philadelphia, the following walks were
evening walk on April 26 at Red Bank Battlefield Park
announced: Tacony Creek Park on May 19, led by
(Gloucester County, NJ).
Keith Russell, and John Heinz NWR on May 26, led by
Announcements: Navin Sasikumar announced
Navin Sasikumar.
BioBlitz events at Tacony Creek Park and John Heinz
Announcements: Tony Croasdale announced that
NWR. Participants are asked to use the iNaturalist app
DVOC will have a World Series of Birding team this
to record all living wild organisms including birds,
year, in partnership with the American Birding Assobutterflies, frogs and plants.
ciation (ABA) and Steiner Optics. The team will comLocal Notes: Linda Widdop reported on a continupete in the Carbon Footprint Challenge, on bicycles,
ing Eastern Meadowlark at Lemon Hill. The bird has
and will consist of Tony, Katrina Rakowski, Bull Gerbeen seen doing a display flight.
vasi and Jeff Gordon (ABA President). Funds raised
Jill Saul was delighted to find a pair of Green Herfrom donations (which can be made either at the WSB
ons (Butorides virescens) on the edge of a pond at the
website or the DVOC website) will be used by BirdShofuso Japanese House and Garden.
Philly for its birding backpack program and a new
Katrina Rakowski found a Red-throated Loon
program for the visually impaired.
(Gavia stellata) at John Heinz NWR, on the south side
Matthew Halley commended Gregg Gorton for
of the impoundment below the Marriott Hotel sign.
his April 20 talk at Louisiana State University (LSU)
Jack Creighton lamented that the warbler woods area at John Heinz NWR was
closed on Friday because of downed trees.
He was not able to access the pipeline cut, so
he went around to the Route 420 entrance
to the refuge, where he observed yellowlegs
(Tringa sp.) on the mudflats, Pine Warblers
(Setophaga pinus) and Golden-crowned
Kinglets (Regulus satrapa).
George Armistead saw a Ruby-crowned
Kinglet (Regulus calendula) while he was
pulled over by police for running a stop
sign in South Philly!
Main Program: Martin Selzer gave an
entertaining talk entitled “Ecuador: The
Northwest Choco, Esmeraldas and Andes
near Quito,” recounting his recent trip Matthew Halley with the injured Red-throated Loon at Heinz NWR on April
there.
22, 2018.

98

Cassinia

Widdop and Gorton
Museum of Natural Science (Baton Rouge, LA) on
the life and work of the renowned ornithologist Ted
Parker III. The event was live-streamed on Facebook
(LSU Museum site).
Navin Sasikumar reported that Philadelphia conducted its first ever city-wide “BioBlitz” from April
27–30. After 4 days, a total of 932 observations of 283
species were logged, with 40 people submitting observations. Of the 283 species, 70 were birds (including
14 warbler species), 7 mammals, 16 insects, 5 reptiles,
3 amphibians, 5 fish, 2 arachnids, 5 fungi (including
lichens) and 164 plants.
Anne Bekker announced that Carpenter’s Woods
was chosen as Philadelphia County’s “Dedicated Forest” for the Old-Growth Forest Network. A dedication
ceremony will take place on Tuesday, June 5 at the Ellet
Street trail head located at the intersection of Sherman
and West Ellet Sts. in Mount Airy.
Local Notes: Matthew Halley reported that he
and Sara Busch rescued a Red-throated Loon at John
Heinz NWR. Sara took the bird to Tri-State Bird Rescue, where it died. It was later donated to the ANSP
Ornithology Department. He also saw a Black-billed
Cuckoo and a Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata) at
John Heinz NWR.
Rob Bierregaard saw a Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo
solitarius) in his yard in Wynnewood (Montgomery
County, PA).
Bert Filemyr and Mike Rosengarten found “good
numbers” of Dunlin (Calidris alpina) and other
shorebirds on northern Delaware. They also saw two
White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) and a Wilson’s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) in Heislerville (Cumberland
County, NJ).
Phil Witmer saw numerous birds in his backyard
in Wayne (Delaware County, PA), including Pine
Warbler, Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus).
Chris Walters mentioned that he saw some young
Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) ducklings at Ridley Creek
State Park (Delaware County, PA).
Anne Bekker saw many warblers in Carpenter’s
Woods including Hooded Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora cyanoptera), Black-throated Green
Warbler (Setophaga virens) and Black-throated Blue
Warbler (S. caerulescens).
Tony Croasdale opined that Cedar Waxwings
(Bombycilla cedrorum) have been seen more fre-

quently in Philadelphia of late, and wondered whether
that species is becoming more adapted to the urban
environment. Martin Dellwo commented that waxwings have nested near his home in the city. Matthew
Halley reported fledglings of that species at FDR Park
last year, and Anne Bekker had a nest in a Hackberry
tree at her house last year.
Main Program: Todd Pover gave an informative talk about Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus)
research and conservation in New Jersey and the
Bahamas.

May 17, 2018
Attendees: 22 members; 2 guests (John Lemonick,
Bob Michener).
Conservation: George Armistead announced that
Ann Reeves has resigned her position of Chair of the
Conservation Committee. Holger Pflicke and Anne
Bekker were announced as new co-chairs.
Announcements: Matthew Halley voiced his gratitude to Doris McGovern and Al Guarente, for their
(often thankless) work as eBird reviewers for Philadelphia and Delaware Counties, respectively.
Holger Pflicke announced that the Philadelphia
Breeding Bird Census would resume in 2018 and
asked members to sign up for survey blocks.
Local Notes: Matthew Halley and George
Armistead reported a singing Mourning Warbler
(Geothlypis philadelphia) and Wilson’s Warblers at
Bartram’s Garden. Matthew also found two American
Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla) nests, a Ruby-throated
Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris) nest, and heard
a Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus) singing
quietly, at John Heinz NWR.
Linda Widdop reported a Hooded Warbler and
Barred Owl (Strix varia) at Pennypack Environmental
Center (Philadelphia County, PA).
Katrina Rakowski reported that the DVOC/ABA
team found 129 species during the World Series of
Birding. Their list included a singing Swainson’s Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii) that has been ongoing
in Cape May.
Anne Bekker noted that several Summer Tanagers
have been reported, including one at Roxborough Reservoir on May 6, one at Carpenter’s Woods on May 8.
To date in 2018, there were a total of 6 reports from
Philadelphia County.
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Barb Bassett saw a Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata magnificens) from her house at Cape May Point!
George Armistead photographed a calling Yellowbellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris) in his small
yard at 18th and Federal Sts. (Philadelphia, PA). Until
it called, and since he had been otherwise occupied,
he had barely noticed it out of the corner of his eye
and assumed it was a Least Flycatcher. He also heard
hundreds of nocturnal flight calls one night, mostly
thrushes.
Holger Pflicke reported that he recorded approximately 650 nocturnal flight calls of thrushes and about
1800 warbler flight calls in a single night, with his listening station at his home on S. Warnock St. (Philadelphia, PA).
Main Program: Tom Reider gave a delightful talk
about the “The Physics of Flight.” The talk included
many props including model planes, feathers, model
birds and pieces of paper that he used to demonstrate
various principles of physics relevant to flight. At one
point, he had volunteers pretend to be geese flying in
formation. The talk was quite moving.

June 7, 2018
Attendees: 25 members; 1 guest (Dave Sharp).
Conservation: Anne Bekker announced that about
50 people gathered on June 5 to celebrate the inclusion
of Carpenter’s Woods as Philadelphia County’s “Dedicated Forest” in the Old-Growth Forest Network. The
dedication took place at the Ellet St. trail head located
at the intersection of Sherman and West Ellet Sts. in
Mount Airy.
Communication: Navin Sasikumar announced
that DVOC will have a table at the American Birding
Expo in 2018. The event will be held September 21–23
at the Greater Philadelphia Exposition Center (Oaks,
PA), the same location as last year. Volunteers were
solicited to staff the table and to lead field trips.
Announcements: Chris Walters encouraged members to check out a new book for children called Belle’s
Journey, written and illustrated by DVOC members
Rob Bierregaard and Kate Garchinsky, respectively.
The book is based on Rob’s research tracking the
migration routes and timing of Osprey over the past
20 years.
Field Trips: Judy Stepanaskie announced that she
would be observing the Peregrine Falcons at the St.

100

John the Baptist Church in Manayunk on June 10 and
15.
Sandra Keller announced a walk on June 17 at
Bright View Farm (Burlington County, NJ). Bright
View Farm was a previous recipient of the DVOC conservation award for its grassland restoration efforts.
Local Notes: Bert Filemyr reported on a remarkable
heronry in southern New Jersey containing perhaps
50 pairs of Black-crowned Night Heron (Nycticorax
nycticorax), Yellow-crowned Night Heron (Nyctanassa
violacea), Glossy Ibis and other waders “just after the
second bridge to Ocean City (at the end of the causeway going southeastward out of Somer’s Point.”
Gregg Gorton saw on May 20, a very high-flying
Sandhill Crane over Shortridge Park in Wynnewood,
PA. Another one was seen flying very high two days
later from Rob Bierregaard’s house in Wynnewood.
The sighting at Shortridge was species number 148
since Gregg started counting birds there in 1993. The
birds that were flying toward the WSW.
Martin Dellwo reported “about a dozen” Forster’s
Terns (Sterna forsteri) and a possible Osprey nest (in
the distance, over Delaware County) at Fort Mifflin.
Chris Walters mentioned that Al Guarente saw a
Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) at Tinicum Island on
the Delaware River (Delaware County, PA).
Main Program: Judy Stepenaskie regaled the audience with the magical tale of Peregrine Falcons nesting in the steeple of the St. John the Baptist Church at
Cresson and Rector Sts. in Manayunk (Philadelphia,
PA).

September 13, 2018
Special Meeting in the ANSP Library Reading
Room
Attendees: 48 individuals.
Program: This remarkable meeting was catalyzed
by Bill Uhrich’s finding the third copy of Witmer
Stone’s Bird Studies at Old Cape May (1937), which
had been inscribed by Stone to Conrad Roland, one of
the book’s principal illustrators, and signed by numerous DVOC members [Editor’s note: see Uhrich’s
article in the present issue]. Uhrich’s copy contained
within it some original art and unpublished letters.
The event was coordinated by Robert M. Peck and
Matthew Halley, with assistance from Greg Cowper
(ANSP Entomology Department) and Jennifer Vess
(ANSP Archives). Additional artwork and artifacts
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were provided by Uhrich and Sime Bertolet from the
Historical Society of Berks County. Attendees were
treated to an impressive display of artifacts including
the first three copies of Stone’s book, assembled in the
same for the first time since 1937, original art by Conrad Roland, Earl L. Poole, J. Fletcher Street, Richard
E. Bishop and Francis Herbert Brown, specimens of
birds and insects collected by Stone in Cape May, and a
previously unknown pencil portrait of Stone, in addition to numerous historical oil portraits adorning the
library walls.
Matthew Halley introduced the evening’s activities
and the main speaker, Bill Uhrich, a columnist and
writer for the Reading Eagle newspaper.
Main Program: Bill Uhrich, “The Enduring Legacy of Witmer Stone’s Bird Studies at Old Cape May.”
Uhrich delivered an amusing and edifying lecture that
told the story of the origin of the two-volume work,
and delved into Stone’s relationships with Roland,
Poole, and other prominent members of DVOC who
had been among the original signers of the first few
published volumes. Those included Julian Potter,
Arthur C. Emlen, Charles Urner, William Baily, John
Bartram, Wharton Huber, N.J. McDonald, and others.
Uhrich’s animated style and presentation of unpublished letters was quite riveting and surprisingly intimate.

October 4, 2018
Attendees: 38 members.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced Alan
Simon (present), Julie Greenberg, and Ayyappan Nair
as new members, and that applications were received
from Emily Choudhry and Bob Michener (present).
Conservation: Chairperson Anne Bekker solicited
nominations for the Rosalie Edge Conservation Award
and updated the group on ongoing plans for a renovation of FDR Park.
Field Trips: Chairperson Tony Croasdale announced
several upcoming trips.
Communications: Navin Sasikumar acknowledged the contributions of Lauren Diamond and
Kate Garchinsky, for their “superb graphics work”
displayed at the DVOC table at the American Birding
Expo, where the club sold approximately 26 t-shirts
and had about 40 people sign up for the weekly mailing list.

Announcements: Gregg Gorton solicited nominations for the Witmer Stone and Julian Potter Awards.
Local Notes: Art McMorris gave his annual breeding season report on Peregrine Falcons in Pennsylvania. There are now 54 pairs — an all-time high
estimate — of which 7 pairs were in the Delaware Valley (a higher density than anywhere else in the state).
A total of 40 breeding pairs reared 107 fledglings,
which gives a ratio of 1.98 offspring per pair. Because
the success rate has exceeded the threshold criteria for
three years in a row, Art has applied to have the species
upgraded from endangered to threatened in the Commonwealth — a great success!
Gregg Gorton commented on the observation
tower at the Discovery Center, which affords great
potential as a hawk-watching spot, but may be difficult
for scoping because it sways in the wind.
Matthew Halley reported on a trip to Cape May
with Jason Weckstein and their ornithology class.
Notable observations included outstanding flights of
falcons (Falco spp.) and hawks (Accipiter spp.), a Connecticut Warbler (Oporornis agilis) at Higbee Beach
WMA, and an injured Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster) on the dunes at Alexander Ave., which was later
taken to a wildlife rehabilitator where it died on 23
September 2018. The specimen, an immature female,
was later donated to the Academy of Natural Sciences
of Drexel University and prepared for the collection by
Nathan H. Rice (ANSP 206241). Halley also reported a
late Common Nighthawk in Mt. Airy.
Tony Croasdale announced that on October
2, 2018, a Rock Wren was found by Ben and Elliott
Dziedzic at Dixon Meadow Preserve in White Marsh
Township, Montgomery County. A show of hands
revealed that about a dozen DVOC members had
already gone to see it.
George Armistead mentioned that 2018 seems to
be an irruption year for Red-breasted Nuthatches.
Holger Pflicke reported that he detected a lot of birds
moving in the night skies in recent days. He has been
monitoring migratory flights with flight-call recording equipment.
Main Program: Holly Merker gave a talk entitled
“A Raptor Warm-up,” which was a delightful overview
and tour of the 14 typical birds of prey found in the
Delaware Valley. Her talk was chock-full of identification tips and informative slides, most of them featuring Holly’s own photos.
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October 18, 2018
Attendees: 22 members; 2 guests. Martin Dellwo in
the chair, filling in for George Armistead.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced Bob
Michener and Katie and Goef Margo as new members,
and a new application received from Debra Wexler.
Conservation: Anne Bekker announced a workday
at Carpenter’s Woods (Mt. Airy) on November 18,
2018, to focus on meadow restoration.
Field Trips: Numerous upcoming trips were
announced including Keith Russell’s trip to the Discovery Center (East Fairmount Park) on October
27, and Tony Croasdale’s trip to Waggoner’s Gap on
November 3, to look for migrating Golden Eagles and
Northern Goshawks (Accipiter gentilis). Cindy Ahern
announced that the upcoming trip to Tannersville
Cranberry Bog was cancelled due to flooding, and
that registration was open for an evening of Northern
Saw-whet Owl banding at Hidden Valley with Scott
Weidensaul.
Programs: Linda Widdop informed the members
that Bert Filemyr was scheduled to speak at the next
meeting (November 2) about “Winter birding in Canada.”
Announcements: Paul and Anita Guris announced
that See Life Paulagics planned to run a trip out of
Cape May on November 10, 2018 but needed 7 more
people to sign up. Bonnie Witmer announced that the
DVOC would have a table at the Fall Festival at John
Heinz NWR.
Local Notes: The annual Big Sit at Heinz NWR
was held on October 14, 2018, in honor of recently
deceased member Henry “Hank” Hox. Attendees of
the event collectively identified 80 species, the second
highest total in the 9 years the event has been running.
The Big Sit was founded by Tony Croasdale in 2007,
and since 2010 has been spearheaded by Debbie Beer
and Adrian Binns. The 2018 Big Sit began at 5:08 am
and lasted until 6:30pm. Several species were documented for the first time in 9 years: Common Raven,
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Purple Finch and the everelusive House Sparrow (Passer domesticus).
Win Shafer reported several notable species that
have been captured at the banding station at Rushton
Woods recently, including Tennessee Warbler, Cape
May Warbler, Purple Finch and Yellow-breasted Chat
(Icteria virens), the first ever record for the site.
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Anne Bekker reported that Blue-headed Vireo,
Magnolia Warbler, Cape May Warbler, Yellow-billed
Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) and Purple Finch had
recently been banded at the Valley Forge Tract.
Martin Dellwo reported that two Black-throated
Gray Warblers had been recently reported, one in
New Jersey and the other in Lancaster, PA. He also
mentioned that he and Michael Walter heard a Raven
calling at the Navy Yard and wondered how many
individuals may now be in the Philadelphia area.
Rick Mellon reported that more than 50 Lesser
Black-backed Gulls were observed at the Newtown
exit of highway I-95.
Linda Widdop reported that at least 30 Yellowbilled Cuckoos were seen at Higbee Beach WMA on
October 13, 2018.
Main Program: A panel discussion with Martin
Seltzer, Don Jones and Linda Widdop, on “Tips and
Techniques for Planning a Big Birding Trip.”

November 1, 2018
Attendees: 18 members; 2 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed new
member Joanne Woods.
Field Trips: The same trips mentioned at the previous meeting were announced again. Also, a walk
at Glen Foerd on the Delaware on November 11 was
announced, to be led by Matthew Halley and Peter
Kurtz.
Programs: Linda Widdop announced that Kevin
Karlson and Pete Dunne would be the speakers for the
DVOC Annual Banquet.
Announcements: Linda Widdop asked members
to submit original photographs for the annual DVOC
photo contest.
Local Notes: Bert Filemyr reminded members to
keep an eye out for Red-breasted Nuthatch, Pine Siskin, Purple Finch and Evening Grosbeak.
Brian Quindlen reported that an Evening Grosbeak
was seen at the home of Rick Robinson in Coatesville,
PA.
Joe Freiberg saw an Evening Grosbeak at Hawk
Mountain and reported that many more of this species have recently been seen in Maine. He also reported
a Common Raven near Landsdale.
Martin Dellwo noted that a Lark Sparrow
(Chondestes grammacus) was found on October 26,
at the Delaware River Trail near Washington Ave., and
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a Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida) was seen in
Andorra Meadow.
Bonnie Witmer reported that she saw a Great
Horned Owl at her home in Radnor, PA.
Linda Widdop reported a large flock of Chipping
Sparrows (Spizella passerina).
Main Program: Bert Filemyr, “Winter Birding in
Ontario.” Bert’s talk was lively, well-informed and often
humorous. He focused on birding the area around and
just north of Lake Ontario, focusing on four areas he
has visited over the years. Many in the audience added
stories and posed informative questions.

December 6, 2018

a four-day period, April 26–29, 2019. To date, 131 cities around the world are anticipated to take part. The
event uses the iNaturalist cell-phone app.
Matthew Halley reported that he met up with
DVOC member Tykee James and Donna Bullock,
who represents the 195th legislative district in the PA
House of Representatives, for a walk on the Boxer’s
Trail (East Fairmount Park).
Phil Witmer reported that he and other members
of the Pennsylvania Audubon Society went to Washington, DC, to lobby Pennsylvania legislators regarding the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which is
now in its 53rd year. The legislative mandate expired
on September 30, 2018, and a concerted effort was
needed to find a long-term solution for authorization
and funding. The fund provides a mechanism whereby
gas and oil royalties go to parks and conservation; 186
million dollars in revenues have already been lost over
the last 2–3 months.
Local Notes: Tony Croasdale saw a first-year male
Baltimore Oriole in a pear tree at his new house in
Roxborough. He also reported that his parents (Clyde
and Sherrill Croasdale) had 6 Evening Grosbeaks at
their backyard feeder in Palmyra, NJ.
Barbara Granger reported that she and her husband, Robert, also had an Evening Grosbeak at their
feeder, and also Red-breasted and White-breasted
Nuthatches.
Matthew Halley saw dozens of Canvasbacks on the
East Park Reservoir, while birding at the Discovery
Center (East Fairmount Park).
Rick Mellon found Black-capped Chickadee, Eastern Towhee (Pipilo erythropthalmus), Wood Duck,

Attendees: 54 members; 10 guests (Geoff Veith,
Ben and Elliott Dziedzic, Sheryl Johnson, Sara Busch,
Ian Nauroth, Samantha Palhano, Liz Armistead, and
Diane and Thomas Leonard).
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed new
member Brian Byrnes.
Cassinia: Matthew Halley reported that the next
issue is being prepared and asked interested members
to submit manuscripts and/or obituaries.
Nominations: Art McMorris announced the
nominations of the following slate of officers: George
Armistead (President), Linda Widdop (Vice President), Gregg Gorton (Secretary), Anne Bekker and
Brian Quindlen (Councilors). Elections to be held at
the Annual Meeting.
Bob Billings Big Year: Art McMorris asked members to sign up for the 2019 competition by March 31.
Field Trips: Linda Widdop announced that the
Cobbs Creek Park Christmas Bird Count, to be led
by Tony Croasdale, would take place on
December 15.
Announcements: Leigh Altadonna
announced a training session for those
wishing to participate in point count
surveys for White-breasted Nuthatch
(Sitta carolinensis) and Eastern Bluebird
between January 15 and February 15.
Training sessions would be held at the
Discovery Center (East Fairmount Park)
and the John James Audubon Center at
Mill Grove (Audubon, PA).
Navin Sasikumar announced that
Philadelphia would be competing in
the City Nature Challenge (CNC) over American Wigeon (Mareca americana) drawn by Katrina Rakowski
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Common Raven and Northern Goshawk at Core
Creek State Park (Bucks County).
Holger Pflicke reported an Evening Grosbeak at
FDR Park, and a Yellow-breasted Chat and Orangecrowned Warbler in Wissahickon Park.
George Armistead reported 3 Orange-crowned
Warblers at Pennypack on the Delaware, and small
flocks of that species were also reported by other people with whom he has spoken.
Main Program: George Armistead, “Gull identification.” Our president gave a richly illustrated talk
(mostly with his own photos) in which he exhorted
members to get excited about the Family Laridae.
He offered tips about how to begin to grapple with
this family of birds that many birders find daunting.

Humorous and informative exchanges with the audience made this evening truly delightful and potentially
very useful.

December 20, 2018
Attendees: 33 members; 1 guest (Maya Langer).
Field Trips: Linda Widdop announced a field trip
to Barnegat Lighthouse with the Valley Forge Audubon Society, with trip leaders Joe Hudson and Dan
Sullivan, to take place on January 5, 2019.
Announcements: Phil Witmer apologized to
members who have received odd or unexpected emails
from him, because his account was hacked.
Brian Quindlen informed the members that
DVOC member Nathaniel Sharp would be featured

Happy birders shortly after seeing two immature Golden Eagles (Aquila chrysaetos) at Shortridge Park in Montgomery County.
It was the first record of the species at that site in over 25 years of monitoring by Gregg. From left: Matthew Halley, Gregg Gorton,
Ari Rice, Jason Weckstein, Dave Moyer.
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on Vermont Public Radio for an upcoming broadcast on the winter finch irruption.
Brian also thanked Rob Bierregaard for
donating a tripod to his birding program in
the Garnet Valley School District, and Wild
Bird Unlimited in Glen Mills for donating
15 bird feeders that will soon be put up at
his school.
Jack Creighton noted that the 2018 Winter Solstice will also be a Full Moon. This
co-occurrence, known to native tribes as
the Cold Moon or the Long Night Moon,
happens once every 10-15 years or so. The
annual Ursids meteor shower will also
occur the same night.
Local Notes: Rick Mellon reported a
massive roost of Bald Eagles numbering
86 individuals (!) at the Penn Warner Club
in Falls Township, Bucks County. George
Armistead noted that relatively few Bald
Eagles have been reported from Conowingo
Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) drawn by Katrina Rakowski.
Dam this year.
Linda Widdop and Martin Dellwo saw
a Snow Bunting at Cape May during the
and a Common Goldeneye on the Springton Reservoir
Christmas Bird Count, the only report of that species
near Newtown Square, PA.
this year.
Debbie Beer also reported a Common Goldeneye
Martin Dellwo saw two Harlequin Ducks (Hisat John Heinz NWR, and a single Black-headed Gull
trionicus histrionicus) on Two Mile Beach during the
that may be the same individual that was seen last year.
Cape May CBC. He also reported that a Cape May
Beer also reported a carefully-tallied 274 Canvasbacks
Warbler was found at the Northeast Water Treatment
on the Delaware River at the Navy Yard; this was the
Plant in Philadelphia, only the second record of that
highest number of this species reported since 2014,
species during the CBC since 1988.
when George Armistead counted 270 individuals.
Rob Bierregaard reported that Gregg Gorton saw
Main Program: Members’ Photography Night,
a Nashville Warbler on the same Philadelphia CBC,
hosted and judged by Linda Widdop, Todd Fellento which Gorton replied that Bierregaard saw a Bluebaum and Ann Reeves. Photos were submitted by
winged Teal.
17 members and judged in the following categories:
Win Shafer reported an Ash-throated Flycatcher
Birds; Fauna; Flora; Scenery; Birders; and DVOC area.
(Myiarchus cinerascens) at Mercer County Park in NJ,
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SONS of the city! ye whom crowds and noise
Bereave of peace and Nature’s rural joys,
And ye who love through woods and wilds to range,
Who see new charms in each successive change;
Come roam with me Columbia’s forests through
Where scenes sublime shall meet your wandering view;
Deep shades magnificent, immensely spread;
Lakes, sky-encircled, vast as ocean’s bed;
Lone hermit streams that wind through savage woods;
Enormous cataracts swoln with thundering floods;
The settler’s farm with blazing fires o’erspread;
The hunter’s cabin and the Indian’s shed;
The log-built hamlet, deep in wilds embrac’d;
The awful silence of th’ unpeopled waste:
These are the scenes the Muse shall now explore,
Scenes new to song and paths untrod before.”
—Alexander Wilson in 1804, published in The Foresters (1838)
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Cassinia

Samuel N. Rhoads, founder of the DVOC, in the field with his gun.
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