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Personal Comment

My intention is to present how our club (the DVOC) 
acted between 1890 and 1982/83.

It is not my intention to compare the policy of the 
DVOC to other institutions (golf clubs, service clubs, 
religious institutions, academic institutions, etc.) Yes, 
we could look at other organizations in relation to the 
matter at hand. While interesting, we want to talk 
tonight about women and the DVOC.

Some of the things and ideas in our past, are not 
pleasant in our current view. Let us learn from the past 
and use the lessons learned for the present and for 
the future. 



Today women form an integral part 

of the fabric of the DVOC. 

But that was not always the case. 

To understand where we came from 

and how we got here…………….



We need to travel back!



“Roads? Where we're going 
we don't need roads!”



“Roads? Where we're going 
we don't need roads!”

Dr. Emmett Brown – Back to the Future 1985



1983



1974



1951



1900



1890



1890
• President was Benjamin Harrison (23rd)
• 62,979,766 people in the US (329.5 million today)
• 12,690,000 households in US (122.8 million today)

• 42 states
• Twenty states passed laws making it illegal to discriminate against a 

person because of race.
• Twenty states passed legislation that enacted segregation laws.

• In one of the final chapters of America's long Indian wars, the U.S. Cavalry 
killed 146 Sioux at Wounded Knee

• Transportation –
• A few experimental automobiles that ran on steam, gasoline, or 

electricity were available.
• 1893 the first-ever, American-made, gasoline-powered 

automobile was tested.
• The most popular form of transportation was bicycles, However, horse 

drawn streetcars, and railways were still popular types of 
transportation.



1890

• Sports  
• Basketball was a year away from being invented.
• College Football - 1890 Harvard Crimson football team compiled a 

perfect 11–0 record, outscored opponents by a total of 555 to 12, 
and was recognized as the national champion

• Baseball - Brooklyn Bridegrooms won the National League pennant
• Phillies took third place – 9 games behind.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1890_Brooklyn_Bridegrooms_season

Brooklyn Bridegrooms?

With the 1888 season, the Brooklyn Grays underwent a name change to 
the Brooklyn Bridegrooms, a nickname that was attached to Manager William 
"Gunner" McGunnigle's 1890 ball club because seven of the players got married 
around the same time in 1888. This franchise is now the LA Dodgers.



But I digress……………



https://dvoc.org/History/ImagesOfFounders/index.htm

February 3, 1890

Seven young men between the ages 
of 23 and 30 met at 1625 Arch 
Street in Philadelphia and formed 
the Delaware Valley Ornithological 
Club



https://dvoc.org/History/ImagesOfFounders/index.htm

William L. Baily
George S. Morris 
J. Harris Reed
Samuel N. Rhoads
Spencer Trotter
Witmer Stone 
Charles Voelker

Males between the ages 
of 23 and 30





https://www.dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/Abstract2/A2_27_32.pdf

Women were not specifically barred from membership in the 
early years, except by tradition.



“Happily, the Academy of Natural Sciences was open to female 
membership right from the start (1812) . In fact, the first woman 
elected to membership was Lucy Say, the wife of our founding member 
Thomas Say (for whom Say’s Phoebe was named).
I can’t say we had a lot of female members, but we certainly had them 
from the early 19th century on.”

The Academy of Natural Sciences and Women Members

Personal correspondence from Robert Peck, Senior Fellow at the Academy of Natural 
Sciences  and the author of A Glorious Enterprise: The Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia and the Making of American Science (2012).



DVOC Scrapbook 1890-1899 in the Archives of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Drexel University

https://dvoc.org/History/StreetArticle/Women.htm

1891
S. N. Rhoads wrote to Witmer 
Stone

March 8, 1891
My dear Stone,
In reply to yours regarding 
the provision under our 
consideration for an 
honorary or other form of 
membership with our Club 
for the benefit of ladies, 
………………..



DVOC Scrapbook 1890-1899 in the Archives of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Drexel University

https://dvoc.org/History/StreetArticle/Women.htm

March 8, 1891
S. N. Rhoads wrote to Witmer Stone (slide one of three)

March 8, 1891
My dear Stone,
In reply to yours regarding the provision under our consideration for an 
honorary or other form of membership with our Club for the benefit of ladies, I 
would say 1st. That such persons should manifest a desire either by application 
or otherwise to become members, and shall base such a desire on their 
prospect of making a study of ornithology in the D. V. district and of keeping in 
some form a record of their observation for the use of the Club as do 
Associates. 2nd. That they shall not attend our regular meetings, but shall, on 
such occasions as the Club see fit, attend by request any special meetings 
intended for the general public. 3rd They shall pay $1.00 yearly and not be 
subject to other dues than the annual fee. 4th. They shall in consideration of 
their being entitled to our printed schedules and instructions for keeping 
records if they want them.



DVOC Scrapbook 1890-1899 in the Archives of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Drexel University

https://dvoc.org/History/StreetArticle/Women.htm

March 8, 1891
S. N. Rhoads wrote to Witmer Stone (slide two of three)

You say you cannot see the advantage to such joining if they are not to be 
admitted to our meetings.  Under the plan proposed the provision that there 
be, say two club meetings yearly of such a nature as to interest the public, to 
which these members be invited, this objection is partly met. Again, the 
objection is not a real one, for, if they could, it is not likely that ladies would 
desire to meet with us on regular Mtg. nights. At the same time this is not the 
main object of  such a membership. It is rather to encourage and instruct
beginners in the study; to encourage by the mere fact of honor – any 
connection with the club, and to instruct, by furnishing the method and the 
means derived by the Club for the systematic study and the recording of 
observations.



DVOC Scrapbook 1890-1899 in the Archives of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Drexel University

https://dvoc.org/History/StreetArticle/Women.htm

March 8, 1891
S. N. Rhoads wrote to Witmer Stone (slide three of three)

On the other hand it would be of value to the Club. 1st In extending its 
usefulness to more of those whom we profess to aid. 2nd. It would give us a 
class more heartily interested in the aesthetic and economic relations of birds 
to mankind, and 3rd. It would increase our revenue and widen the general 
knowledge of the public regarding our operations.

I spoke of an annual or semi annual meeting for the entertainment of 
outsiders. I think this would be worth considering as a regular part of our 
yearly program. Such mtg could be held in the Academy hall and coordinated 
much as those gotten up by the Academy members, invitations being issued 
as we see fit.

Preserve this for next meeting and read it regarding ♀ members.



DVOC Minutes in the Archives of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University

March 17, 1891
It was proposed by Mr. Rhoads that an Honorary Membership be established 
to which ladies may belong, The plan did not how ever meet with much 
enthusiasm from the Society as it was generally considered that it would not 
be best for such members to attend our regular meetings. They could not 
therefore reap much benefit from the club, but it would never the less add 
considerably to the work of the already busy officers.



DVOC Scrapbook 1890-1899 in the Archives of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Drexel University

1891

The records show that this 
question was apparently “laid 
on the table” where it has since 
remained.



1898

https://dvoc.org/History/History.htm#1910



Bird Lore 1902
https://dvoc.org/History/Founders/Rhoads/Resources/TheDelawareValleyClub.pdf

Founder S. N. Rhoads wrote in 1902

Interesting to note that The National Association of Audubon Societies 
was founded in 1905.



Founder G. S. Morris wrote in 1910

The DVOC 20th Anniversary Booklet (1910)
https://dvoc.org/History/TwentiethAnniversay/20thAnniversary_1.pdf



1900

https://dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/Cassinia05/C05_53_54.pdf

Cassinia Volume V 1901



1901

https://dvoc.org/History/GloversMill1901/GloversMill1901.htm



1902

https://dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/Cassinia06/C06_59_60.pdf

Cassinia Volume VI 1902



1912

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Proceedings_of_the_Academy_of_Natural_Sc/YI8OAQAAIA
AJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Spencer+F.+Baird+Ornithological+Club&pg=PA603&printsec=frontcover

Proceeding of the Academy of Natural Sciences 1912



A women's club, the Spencer F. Baird Ornithological Club, was 
organized in Philadelphia in 1900 with the blessing and support 
of Stone. He and other D.V.O.C. members were frequent speakers 
at its meetings, but, after an enthusiastic beginning, interest 
waned, and the club eventually folded.

https://dvoc.org/History/StreetArticle/Women.htm



1909

https://dvoc.org/History/Marathon.htm



1948

https://dvoc.org/Archives/1948AnnualMeeting.htm



September 6, 1951

DVOC Minutes in the Archives of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University

The Secretary arrived for the meeting to find a female visitor comfortably 
seated in waiting for things to start. She was summarily ejected before a 
precedent could be set.



November 1, 1951

A committee had been appointed for the purpose of proposing a changes 
in the Constitution. 

DVOC Minutes in the Archives of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University



1951

https://www.dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/Cassinia39/C39_41_44.pdf



January 23, 1975

DVOC Minutes in the Archives of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University

Steve Wing called upon Bob Sehl to give the committees report on 
admitting women to the DVOC. Bob gave the pros and cons and read 
letters from similar clubs. Several members spoke for and against the 
issue. A vote was taken by ballot. The results were 14 for, 35 against, 2 
absenting.



December 11, 1975

The Linnaean Society sent the DVOC Helen Hays as their exchange 
speaker with a talk on Great Gull Island. It was decided to make this 
meeting a "Ladies Night." The attendance, 70 persons, was at least one-
third greater than normal.

The minutes of this meeting only mentions “members and guests”. No 
separate counts were recorded.

https://dvoc.org/History/StreetArticle/Women.htm

DVOC Minutes in the Archives of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University



February 19, 1981 

Clay Sutton was the guest speaker and presented “The Kites of 
the Santee”. His wife Pat accompanied him to the 
meeting. While he was setting up the slide projector/podium, 
an unidentified member confronted Pat and asked her to leave, 
with the comment, “Women are not welcome here.”

Another member’s wife was in the back of the room and she 
shared that he had said the same thing to her.

From a personal reflection
A full text of this personal reflections is at the end of this presentation



November 4, 1982

https://dvoc.org/History/History.htm#1982



November 4, 1982

Full texts of these personal reflections are at the end of this presentation

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy

• Members of the Committee – Edward Fingerhood, Robert H. Sehl, Armas
Hill, Chairman President Harry W. Todd 

• From a personal reflection - “an older member delivered an impassioned 
rant as to why women should not join the Club. I think he inadvertently 
convinced most voters of the legitimacy of welcoming women into the 
Club. Yes I remember when all of that happened and the vote. We knew it 
was coming and it was inevitable. Many of the guys had wives that were 
birders and they wanted to join.

• From a personal reflection - Several Members were prepared to resign on 
the spot if women were not admitted.



November 4, 1982

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy

From a personal reflection - “I loved that it was an exclusive “men's’ club” 
and I certainly wouldn’t have minded if it stayed men only. But there was no 
stopping it.
I voted against women joining. Later, when the women started attending 
meetings, it was strange. It seemed very different to look around and see 
women there.”

From a personal reflection - The arguments against women were almost 
entirely emotional - "for me, birding is the passion of my leisure time that is 
enhanced by sharing it with my close (men) friends" - "you don't see male 
weekend golfers playing with women, even their wives, and birding is my 
golf" - "the crux of birding is camaraderie" - "birding is a rough, demanding, 
sometimes uncomfortable outdoor activity, and women don't like that" . 

Full texts of these personal reflections are at the end of this presentation



November 4, 1982

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy

From a personal reflection (continued) – “When it was pointed out that just 
because women became members didn't mean that the men had to take 
them birding, the focus turned to whether women would disrupt or sour 
DVOC meetings with chatter, endless talk. and immediately want to change 
the way the club and its meetings were run. My recollection was that the 
"anti" group had constructed a stereotype of a woman that fitted all of their 
prejudices.
In spite of the intensity of some of the comments, the vote to admit women 
won handily.”

Full texts of these personal reflections are at the end of this presentation



November 4, 1982

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy

From a personal reflection – “I recall only one member speaking out 
vociferously against admitting women and if I recall correctly that was Walt 
Lipski who left the club after women were admitted. I believe the Academy 
of Natural Sciences also put pressure on the club by threatening to sponsor 
a National Audubon Society chapter right in the Academy if the club didn't 
admit women as they were getting complaints about the club remaining 
male only.”

From a personal reflection – “The motion passed with just nine “nay” votes. 
It was secret ballot. I know of only one member who because of the outcome 
never came back to club meetings. The “single that never came back” was 
Walt Lipsky, the club Treasurer. A true curmudgeon.”

Full texts of these personal reflections are at the end of this presentation



November 4, 1982

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy

From a personal reflection – “I do remember hearing comments like, women 
would change the character of DVOC, which had a reputation of a hard 
birding guys group with heavy drinking and locker room chatter and teasing 
(my words, not anything I heard directly, more implied). I also heard 
comment that birding was perceived by the public as ‘little old ladies in 
tennis shoes.’ 
It did alter the character of the club, not a bad thing.”

From a personal reflection – “What I remember is this: every year the 
question came up for a vote and was soundly defeated. But the members 
told their wives/ partners that they voted for inclusion but they were 
defeated in the final vote count.”

Full texts of these personal reflections are at the end of this presentation



November 4, 1982

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy

From a personal reflection – “All I remember in the late 70's and early 
80's were the majority of men wanting to keep the club 'theirs' as their 
last bastions of male-bonding opportunities were being whittled away. As 
a teenager in the 70's, I remember some of the old-timers grumbling that 
the DVOC would need to build in bathroom breaks and waste a lot of 
time that could be spent birding.
Apparently, only the Pope and birding Men know how to poop in the 
woods.”

Full texts of these personal reflections are at the end of this presentation



November 4, 1982

https://dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/Cassinia60/C60_67_69.pdf

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy



1982

https://dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/Cassinia60/C60_69.pdf



January 6, 1983

https://dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/Cassinia60/C60_67_69.pdf

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy



1983

https://dvoc.org/CassiniaOnLine/Cassinia60/C60_67_69.pdf

Minutes of this era were not deposited in at the Academy

Mary Brokow – through about 1999
Helen McWilliams – through about 1903
Cindy Uptegraft – present member
Kate Brethwaite - through 2010
Naomi Murphy – present member

Lucy Tyrrell – through about 1992
Margaret Southerland – through 2011
Barb Haas – through 2020 - became first female Treasurer
Susan Delosier – through 2011
Evelyn Day – through 2016
Evie Kramer – through about 1985
Patricia Sutton – present member
Gina Shaw – through about 1983



Today women form an integral 

part of the fabric of the DVOC.

Questions, Comments, 

Thoughts?

This presentation is posted at DVOC.org



The researcher reached out to people who were involved in the events of 1982 
and 1983.

The following pages contain responses to this initiative. Many of these 
reflections were included in previous slides.

Personal Comments and Reflections



“I do not have much to offer you for your article since I don’t recall being 
involved, probably due to the demands of my family and business (I was 
leading, bird, botany, whale, wolf, and ecology field trips from coast to coast 
and up to Hudson Bay with no consideration to gender of my clients). The only 
thing I remember was at the November 4, 1982, meeting an older member 
delivered an impassioned rant as to why women should not join the Club. I 
think he inadvertently convinced most voters of the legitimacy of welcoming 
women into the Club.”

RM

Personal Comment #1



“Yes, I was one of the women who was voted in to DVOC membership at the 
annual meeting on Thursday, January 6, 1983. It was certainly a highlight 
of the 5 years when I lived in the Philadelphia area (1977-1983).
I became a fairly active birder during my 5 years at Tinicum. I loved the 
early morning rounds with biologist extraordinaire Jim Carroll, who worked 
for the city and then came on board when Tinicum became a FWS refuge. I 
also learned from some of the best...frequent visitors to Tinicum, long-time 
DVOC members Johnny Miller and Tom Reeves, to name just two. It was 
Tom Reeves who invited me to attend the DVOC field trips and club 
meetings (every other Thursday) as his guest. All of these meetings and 
outings were BEFORE I was voted in as a member. There was never any 
animosity or bad-feelings when women attended. There were so few of us 
back then who expressed an interest. I went on some trips to Hawk 
Mountain, several pelagic trips led by Alan Brady (Kate Brethwaite was on 
many of these), and some of those bone-chilling winter trips to the New 
England coast in search of snowy owls and rare shorebirds. Through my 
participation on these trips, and attending many meetings at the Academy 
of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia (always as a guest of Tom Reeves), I 
knew many DVOC members...all men, of course!”

Personal Comment #2      Page 1 of 3



“I must have developed sufficient birding knowledge, professional and 
personal (my father was a retired FWS refuge manager in the northeast 
and midwest), to warrant admission into this venerable club. 
I have always kept a journal, for personal as well as professional use. So 
when I received this email from you, Bert, I went back to my journal from 
1983 and sure enough, there were my recollections from that DVOC 
meeting of Jan. 6th: 

"Tom picked me up at 7 PM. He nominated me for membership, 
seconded by someone (I could not see), and I was voted in. After 92 years 
of being DVOC all men."
To complete your research, you should check the archives for the 
Secretary's notes from that meeting. However, in your email, you quoted an 
excerpt from The Cassinia, Volume 63, the Centennial Edition: "At the 
annual meeting on January 6, 1983, Kate Brethwaite, Mary Brokaw, Helen 
McWilliams, Naomi Murphy, and Cynthia Uptegraft became the first women 
elected, soon to be followed by many more. They have put new enthusiasm 
into the Club and greatly increased the attendance at meetings and on field 
trips."

Personal Comment #2     Page 2 of 3



“I note that these 5 names are written in alphabetical order; and I recall 
being the FIRST to be nominated, due to the eagerness of my friend, Tom 
Reeves! My journal notes did not include that level of detail; it's just my 
(perhaps wishful) recollection. My journal writings include the subject 
matter for subsequent programs that year: Jan. 20 Attu; Feb. 3 Yucatan; 
Feb. 17 Panama, etc. I don't recall when I decided to become a Life 
Member, but I'm happy that I did. I enjoy receiving occasional updates, 
membership directories, and invitations to the annual dinner.”

CU 

Personal Comment #2      Page 3 of 3



“I don't recall whether I mentioned this to you, and not sure of its veracity, but 
some "old timer" I spoke with about this history recalled that Ben King was due 
to speak (? in '83) when he heard that women were prohibited from 
membership. He reportedly said he would refuse to speak, but went ahead 
after women were admitted...”

GG

Personal Comment #3



“Good summary and there is little I can add. But we do remember a meeting in 
the early 1980s (February 19, 1981 “The Kites of the Santee”) where I was the 
guest speaker and Pat accompanied me. While I was setting up the slide 
projector/podium, an unidentified member confronted Pat and asked her to 
leave, with the comment, “Women are not welcome here.” She ignored him, 
and nicely, the officers apologized profusely when informed of it.
One note on the November 4, 1982 meeting and vote: Pete Dunne and myself 
had decided ahead of time that should the vote go the wrong way, with women 
not being admitted, that we would both resign our membership on the spot that 
evening and walk out. Fortunately, we did not have to! Pat joined soon after 
the initial slate of women in 1983.
Gosh, 38 years ago……”

CS

Personal Comment #4     



”So, I’ll share a few more facts about that long ago evening. Yes Clay was 
presenting a program that night at the DVOC meeting. I was invited to 
accompany him by DVOC President, Harry Todd, for dinner prior and then the 
meeting. At the time, I was the Senior Interpretive Naturalist at the Cape May 
Point State Park, and had been for a number of years (1977-1978, 1980-
1985). Many DVOC members recognized me and, while Clay was setting up, 
they came up to chat about the migration at Cape May. There was a pause in 
the flow of people stopping by to chat. One more person came up to me. I 
didn’t recognize him. I expected to hear from one more frequent Cape May 
birder. He leaned in and in a low voice boldly said, “Women are not welcome 
here!” Needless to say, after so much comradery leading up to this, I was 
speechless. He turned, walked away, and disappeared into the crowd. I could 
remember nothing about him. I got up, found Clay first, then Harry Todd. I 
shared with them what had just happened, but sadly could not point out the 
character. Another member’s wife was in the back of the room and she shared 
that he had said the same thing to her. No one could figure out who the culprit 
was, but I remained, smiled, and enjoyed the evening, as did the other woman.”

PS

Personal Comment #5     



“Yes I remember when all of that happened and the vote. We knew it was 
coming and it was inevitable. Many of the guys had wives that were birders 
and they wanted to join. I loved that it was an exclusive “men's’ club” and I 
certainly wouldn’t have minded if it stayed men only. But there was no 
stopping it.

I voted against women joining. Later, when the women started attending 
meetings, it was strange. It seemed very different to look around and see 
women there.”

LY

Personal Comment #6     



“I attended the November 1982 meeting and recall the lengthy debate, mostly 
because I was amazed at the number of members bitterly opposed to admitting 
women, and the intensity of the debate. The arguments against women were 
almost entirely emotional - "for me, birding is the passion of my leisure time that 
is enhanced by sharing it with my close (men) friends" - "you don't see male 
weekend golfers playing with women, even their wives, and birding is my golf" -
"the crux of birding is camaraderie" - "birding is a rough, demanding, sometimes 
uncomfortable outdoor activity, and women don't like that" . When it was pointed 
out that just because women became members didn't mean that the men had 
to take them birding, the focus turned to whether women would disrupt or sour 
DVOC meetings with chatter, endless talk. and immediately want to change the 
way the club and its meetings were run. My recollection was that the "anti" 
group had constructed a stereotype of a woman that fitted all of their prejudices.
In spite of the intensity of some of the comments, the vote to admit women won 
handily. I don't think I recall hearing whether the expansion had a rocky start or 
not. I was never aware of trouble.”

MW

Personal Comment #7     



“I remember that meeting well, but may be a little weak on the details. My 
recollection was that the vote was overwhelming, something like in the 60 - 80 
range in favor and only 4 negative votes against women becoming members. I 
think the vote was also by individual secret ballot. I recall only one member 
speaking out vociferously against admitting women and if I recall correctly that 
was Walt Lipski who left the club after women were admitted. I believe the 
Academy of Natural Sciences also put pressure on the club by threatening to 
sponsor a National Audubon Society chapter right in the Academy if the club 
didn't admit women as they were getting complaints about the club remaining 
male only. As a matter of fact a number of women often joined male members 
on field trips. In particular, Kate Braithwaite, who frequently joined Alan Brady 
on trips. I know she was well known to most of the club members when she 
became a member. I suspect Rick Mellon might be a particularly good source 
for more information. The minutes from the meeting also might bear out more 
details.”

HR

Personal Comment #8    



“What I remember is this: every year the question came up for a vote and 
was soundly defeated. But the members told their wives/ partners that they 
voted for inclusion but they were defeated in the final vote count.”

MH

Personal Comment #9    



“We held a 1983 meeting devoted to this question, which of course 
had been percolating quietly for some time. The earlier motion to admit 
women failed in about 1951.

By 1980 we saw married couples deep into birding, and including 
some of the best field birders of any of us . Examples prominent in our 
eyes were Bill and Naomi Murphy and Frank and Barb Haas. Neither 
couple seemed interested in joining a male-only club.

At the meeting, which had a very large attendance, Hart Rufe, Armas
Hill and I all spoke strongly in favor of the motion to admit women. The 
motion passed with just nine “nay” votes. It was secret ballot. I know of 
only one member who because of the outcome never came back to 
club meetings. The “single that never came back” was Walt Lipsky, the 
club Treasurer. A true curmudgeon.”

CW

Personal Comment #10   



“I remember being at the vote, but I was a relatively new member at the 
time. I do remember hearing comments like, women would change the 
character of DVOC, which had a reputation of a hard birding guys group 
with heavy drinking and locker room chatter and teasing (my words, not 
anything I heard directly, more implied). I also heard comment that 
birding was perceived by the public as "little old ladies in tennis shoes." 
It did alter the character of the club, not a bad thing.”

BM

Personal Comment #11  



“Barb and I joined in 1983.
I had been invited to join previously, but wouldn't until the club accepted 
women.
Of course, Barb then became the first female treasurer of the club..”

FH

Personal Comment #12  



“I participated regularly on DVOC outings as early as age 9.
My brother Jay and I were known as "Rick & Rack" as we were often sent into the deep underbrush to 
flush-out uncooperative birds (a "sporting art" frowned upon these days, of course). Even as kids, we 
attended the "pre-meeting dinner" and even some "post-meeting beverages"....only Coke for us, of 
course.
Also, in 1980, I was an Officer of my High School KIWANIS Club (Key Club), and it's interesting to note 
that Kiwanis International was a little late to the game, as they did not allow women to join Kiwanis until 
1987! (I'm still a Kiwanis member today, in Aurora, IL)
So the DVOC "beat" Kiwanis to the inclusion-punch. Kiwanis is about 105 Years old as an organization. So 
they were wrestling with this issue at the same time.
I also have very fond memories of traveling to other countries birding with Naomi Murphy (and Bill), around 
1983 or 1984.So I'm glad women were allowed into the club.
My brother Jay and I were away at college in North Carolina those years when Women were voted into the 
DVOC, so I don't remember much. In fact, I'm not sure "how" my father John LaVia voted....for or against? 
I know he was DVOC President soon after women were voted in...I think he was Pres. 1985 or 1986?? 
All I remember in the late 70's and early 80's were the majority of men wanting to keep the club 'theirs' as 
their last bastions of male-bonding opportunities were being whittled away. As a teenager in the 70's, I 
remember some of the old-timers grumbling that the DVOC would need to build in bathroom breaks and 
waste a lot of time that could be spent birding.
Apparently, only the Pope and birding Men know how to poop in the woods.
Bert, I'm sorry I can't be more helpful about DVOC specifically.
Maybe the anecdotal info on peeing/pooping and the Kiwanis club "struggles" will help.

VL
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I was raised with all members of the club serving as mentors starting in 1966. In 1982, at 15, 
the club voted to grant me the life membership that my father, Ron Logan, had just purchased 
the year before but due to his untimely death couldn't use (he joined in 1961 at 20 years old 
when he emigrated from Scotland). As with anything, club membership reflects the society of 
the time and changes with it. Recognize the past - good and bad, acknowledge the mistakes of 
history, and celebrate the present - the vote in 1982 being an important reflection of the 
membership at the time and of what the club is today. Having been privy to discussions on the 
topic of women in the club for years prior to and leading up to the 1982 vote I can say folks 
were generally not against having women in the club - they inherited the system as is (no 
founding member was alive in 1982) and only infrequently (I think?) was it brought to a vote (I 
will be curious to hear what you've learned in this regard). One perspective that some held: It 
was a group of guys that enjoyed time away from home - their kids, wives, work, etc. in the 
company of like-minded hard-core birders. Much like hunting camp, field trips and meetings 
were an opportunity to be among peers where they could feel comfortable to "shoot the shit" 
which included telling inappropriate jokes, cursing, playing practical jokes on each other, and 
yes passing gas and peeing outside/behind a tree without worrying about offending anyone. 
Not one of the people I knew were disrespectful of women. I understand that this is a touchy 
subject and in the current context one that especially evokes strong emotion.

BL
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