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January 3, 2019
Annual Meeting at the Discovery Center, Philadel-

phia, Pennsylvania.
Attendees: 57 members.
Opening Remarks: George Armistead talked 

about the history of the East Park Reservoir and 
how the Discovery Center came to be. Linda Wid-
dop traced the location of the Annual Meeting over 
the years from the Academy of Natural Sciences to 
the Jenkins Arboretum to the Discovery Center. She 
worked with Damien Ruffner of the Discovery Center 
to secure the location in exchange for DVOC mem-
bers leading field trips at the Center.

Elections: Barbara Granger (for Art McMorris) 
announced the slate of nominees: George Armistead, 
President; Linda Widdop, Vice President; Gregg Gor-
ton, Secretary. Nominees for Council positions: Anne 
Bekker and Brian Quindlen (since Holly Merker and 
Jason Weckstein were rotating off). A vote was called, 
and all nominees were approved.

Fellows: Nominees to be new Fellows were 
announced: Anne Bekker, Holger Pflicke, Katrina 
Rakowski. A vote was called, and all nominees were 
approved.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information, including one at Barnegat Light 
and Sharks Inlet, January 5, 2019. She asked members 
to contact her about field trips outside Philadelphia. 
Tony Croasdale asked members to reach out to him if 
they wished to lead a walk in Philadelphia.

Billings Big Year: Martin Dellwo (for Art McMor-
ris) reminded members who participated in the 
Billings competition in 2018 to submit their lists by 
January 31. He noted the recent rule change: there 
would no longer be any need to sign up to compete in 
2019 and thereafter.

Annual Treasurer’s Report: Bert Filemyr said the 
club’s financial health was good.

Announcements: Tony Croasdale reported that 
his sister’s company, Mayfair Travel, is launching an 
ecotourism subsidiary named On The Wing, and one 
of its first trips is a special opportunity to visit the 

Galapagos Islands, followed by an optional tour to the 
Maquipucuna Reserve in the cloud forests of main-
land Ecuador. 

Local Notes: Matt Halley found a second-year 
Hermit Thrush in the Wissahickon, which he was able 
to age by the retained juvenile feathers (outer coverts). 

Peter Burns reported his first Pileated Woodpecker 
of the year at Fort Washington State Park.

Tony Croasdale had his first Pileated Woodpecker 
at his new house in Mt. Airy, along with Bald Eagle 
and Common Raven. 

Linda Widdop found a new yard bird — Pileated 
Woodpecker. 

Rob Bierregaard noted that a Pileated Woodpecker 
he found at his house had brought his yard list to 107 
species. (And thus concluded the Pileated Wood-
pecker reports!)

Rick Mellon said that no fewer than 86 Bald Eagles 
were found during the Southern Bucks County Christ-
mas Bird Count (CBC). 

Anne Bekker found Hermit Thrush, Eastern 
Phoebe, and Gray Catbird at Carpenter’s Woods. 

Holly Merker, eBird Reviewer for Pennsylvania, said 
low numbers of chickadees and titmice had been seen 
that winter. She asked members to watch those species 
and report any sightings or lack thereof to eBird. 

Peter Burns said he had also noticed low numbers 
of chickadees and titmice. 

Keith Russell noted that titmice and chickadees 
used to be migratory, so this apparent decline could be 
related to a change in available food.

Matt Halley said many White-breasted Nuthatches 
killed by collisions with glass had been tallied that year 
in Center City, especially around skyscrapers. 

Rob Bierregaard mused that Junco numbers seemed 
low.

Main Program: Bert Filemyr gave one of his “From 
the Archives” presentations about an aspect of DVOC 
history. He began giving those about six years ago 
when a decision was made to no longer have the seem-
ingly endless parade of CBC reports read at Annual 
Meetings, especially since those data were more read-
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ily available online. Bert’s program “Stone, Potter, and 
Edge” looked back on the lives of the people for whom 
three of the DVOC awards had been named.

Side note: Tony Croasdale presented Bert with a 
DVOC DeLorean car model since Bert typically used 
an image of such a vehicle as his “time machine” to 
“take” him and the audience back to the date to which 
his presentation would be pegged.

January 17, 2019
Attendees: 26 members, 1 guest.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris reminded every-

one to hand in their list of birds from last year by 
January 31. He reminded the group that all members 
are eligible to compete for the prize, so long as they 
remained in good standing for the entire year in which 
they were competing. He urged members to partici-
pate in this fun event, which required only that they: 

(1) GO BIRDING!
(2) At the end of the year, they would only need to 

send in their checklist. The member who saw the most 
birds in the DVOC area that year would win $200.00 
and bragging rights.

Membership: Gregg Gorton (for Bonnie Witmer) 
announced new members — Maya Langer, James and 
Candace Fritz, and Bernard Foy. He then read Bonnie’s 
report on membership for 2018: The club accepted 

thirty new members, of which half were women. Four 
memberships were “household” (for two people), one 
member was in high school, two were in college, two 
were graduate students, and two were retirees. Twelve 
described themselves as beginning birders and nine as 
long-time birders. Eleven were from Philadelphia, 17 
from elsewhere in Pennsylvania, and two from Dela-
ware. Bonnie felt hopeful that the club could continue 
to expand and become increasingly diverse in every 
respect.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided information 
about two upcoming field trips at West Laurel Hill 
Cemetery, Bala Cynwyd, Montgomery County, and 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia.

Upcoming Meetings: On February 7, Rick Radis, 
“Return of the Raven.”

Announcements: Bert Filemyr congratulated club 
member and this past year’s Rosalie Edge Award win-
ner, Laurie Goodrich, who was selected to be the Sar-
kis Acopian Director of Conservation Science at the 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary. 

Gregg Gorton said that “The Pennypack Ecological 
Restoration Trust” would be holding a lecture the fol-
lowing Tuesday on the story of the Ivory-billed Wood-
pecker at Chipola River Wildlife Management Area in 
the Florida panhandle. Professor Fredrik Bryntesson 
of Bryn Athyn College will present some fascinating 

new historical research on the efforts to con-
serve and re-find the Ivory-billed Woodpecker 
at that site. 

Debbie Beer informed the group that Bill 
Thompson III of Bird Watchers’ Digest and the 
American Birding Expo — known to many of 
us — had been diagnosed with stage IV pan-
creatic cancer and was undergoing chemo-
therapy. 

Mike Walter wanted all to know that if they 
were to go birding in the harbor area at the 
Naval Yard (bounded by Broad Street, Consti-
tution, and Langley Avenues), security officers 
might tell them to leave, as had happened to 
him recently. But he said it appeared okay to 
observe birds on the river at the end of Broad 
Street, which is where birders typically go.

Local Notes: Rob Bierregaard said that 
he and Art McMorris had found a Common 
Raven in the Army Corps of Engineers area east 
of the airport during the Mid-winter Count. 

Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) at Houston Meadow in the 
Wissahickon Valley Park in Philadelphia, photographed by Maria 
Pacheco on February 2, 2019.
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Marty Dellwo had two ravens at the Northeast 
Water Treatment Plant, two Cape May Warblers, a 
Nashville Warbler, three or four Orange-crowned 
Warblers, a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and an Eastern 
Phoebe, all during the Mid-winter Count. And he 
said that Jason Horn had possibly found an Audubon’s 
form of Yellow-rumped Warbler three days prior. 
There was also a Red-necked Grebe at Glen Foerd on 
the Delaware during the Mid-winter Census, which he 
believed would be a new species for that count. Finally, 
at Avalon, New Jersey, two weeks prior, there was a 
huge movement of Razorbills, and even three Dove-
kies were seen from the 8th Street Jetty. 

Barb Bassett reported that Tom Reed (counter at 
the Sea Watch in Avalon, at the mouth of Townsend’s 
Inlet at 7th St. and 1st Avenue) tallied 10,600 (!) Razor-
bills, some Common Murres, and a Thick-billed Murre. 

Kelly Johnson mentioned that she saw a Red-
shouldered Hawk at Westchester University.  

Debbie Beer said that three Northern Saw-whet 
Owls were seen at the Heinz Refuge and a Snowy Owl 
was at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware.

Maya Langford saw a first-cycle Iceland Gull at 
Barnegat Lighthouse, along with three Northern Gan-
nets, a Razorbill, and some Harlequin Ducks and 
Common Eiders. 

Linda Widdop noted that she finally had Pine Sis-
kins at her feeder in Rydal, Pennsylvania. 

Win Shafer said he saw a White-winged 
Scoter on the River at the Navy Yard. 

Bert Filemyr added that a Black Phoebe 
was found near the Delaware Water Gap, north 
of Dingman’s Ferry in northeastern Sussex 
County, Pennsylvania.

Main Program: Aidan Place, a young birder 
from Pittsburgh, gave an excellent presentation 
on his experiences in Israel competing in the 
“Champions of the Flyway.”

February 7, 2019
Attendees: 27 members, 3 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced 

new members — Matt Hardy, Janie Hill, and 
Kevin Berkoff.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided 
upcoming field trip information, including 
walks at West Laurel Hill Cemetery, Laurel 
Hill Cemetery, The Discovery Center, and the 
Rancocas Nature Center.

Trustee’s Report: Chris Walters reported that the 
Trustees of the Investment Fund were Hart Rufe, 
Paul Guris, and Chris himself. He said the Fund has 
always been invested relatively conservatively in a 
Vanguard Index Fund and bond funds. It continued 
to grow, earning more than $19,000 in 2018. Roughly 
one-third of that money was given to the Treasurer for 
club operations, and the rest was reinvested, as per the 
routine that had been followed successfully since the 
Fund was established roughly fifty years prior. All life 
membership monies are directed into the Fund, which 
was how it was established originally. He added that 
the Fund had finally reached a tipping point at which 
enough money was being generated (in the form of 
dividends and capital gains) that some can now be 
retained in the Fund (if the financial markets are doing 
relatively well) even after money had been disbursed 
annually.  

Upcoming Meetings: On February 21, Claus Hol-
zapfel, “Is Brown the New Green? — Fusion Ecology 
and Conservation.”

Announcements: Gregg Gorton said that the 
Haverford Arboretum approached the DVOC about 
the possibility of members leading a series of bird 
walks there.

Tony Croasdale reported that on Friday, March 8, 
at the Cobbs Creek Environmental Center, 700 Cobbs 

Sedge Wren (Cistothorus stellaris) at the former Island Green golf 
course in Philadelphia, photographed by George Armistead on 
October 6, 2019.
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Creek Parkway, a photography exhibit would feature 
member Navin Sasikumar’s nature photos.

George Armistead happily informed the group that 
the gavel had been found (after having been missing 
for months)!

Art McMorris noted with sadness that Tom Cade, 
the father of Peregrine Falcon restoration in the U.S., 
had died not long before at 91 years of age. He founded 
the Peregrine Fund after moving from Cornell Univer-
sity to Idaho in 1970. His efforts and those of the staff 
at the Peregrine Fund had led to similar raptor restora-
tion efforts in many places around the world. 

Local Notes: Marty Dellwo saw two Northern Har-
riers, a Red-shouldered Hawk, and good numbers of 
Bald Eagles, but no large flocks of geese or blackbirds 
during the Salem County, New Jersey, Winter Raptor 
Count (with Linda Widdop and Barb Bassett). 

Linda Widdop observed six Pine Siskins at a feeder 
in Elkins Park. 

Tony Croasdale said that a birder reported having 
seen a Northern Goshawk at the exit off I-95 for Gen-
eral Pulaski Park in Port Richmond, Philadelphia. 

Dan Efroymson reported a Common Redpoll at 
Houston Meadow in Roxborough.

George Armistead noted that the results of the 
Mid-winter Bird Census were still pending, but he 
understood that more than a hundred species had 
been identified. And he said that Brian Quindlen had 
been interviewed in the news about the Mandarin 
Duck found at Ridley Park Lake, Delaware County. 
Since the duck was relatively tame, it was thought 
likely to be an escapee.

Gregg Gorton said he went with Rob Bierregaard 
and Win Shafer to see the Pacific Loon that had been 
found several days previously at Manasquan Inlet, 
Point Pleasant Beach, Monmouth County, New Jersey.

Main Program: Linda Widdop presented a talk on 
“Birding St. Paul Island (Alaska).”

February 21, 2019
Attendees: 33 members, 4 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced one new 

member — Islam Naimul.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris said he was 

pleased to announce that Sandra Keller was the 2018 
winner, having seen 303 species (302 of them in New 
Jersey). The award presentation would take place on 
March 21, and members of Bob Billings’ family were 

expected to be present for the award and a short talk 
by Sandra about her year. 

Cassinia: Matt Halley happily said that the new 
issue was in production!

Conservation: Anne Bekker asked that members 
please alert her or Holger Pflicke about any local place 
where they had conservation concerns, so the com-
mittee could then consider how it might get involved.

Communications: Linda Widdop reported that 
the Maryland Ornithological Society contacted DVOC 
to ask for information about the new club website so 
they could consider using the same web developer. 
She said that that was really a nice compliment given 
to our own Navin Sasikumar, who had developed the 
new DVOC website.

Field Trips: George Armistead provided upcom-
ing field trip information, including walks at The Dis-
covery Center, Rancocas Nature Center, and Cobbs 
Creek Environmental Center. 

Announcements: Matt Halley was pleased to share 
with the group that he had located the Type (voucher) 
Specimen of North America’s Rough-legged Hawk 
(Buteo lagopus sanctijohannis, previously called Black 
Hawk [Falco niger]), which had been collected and 
described by Alexander Wilson! Matt displayed the 
specimen and told the story of how it had been in the 
Peale Museum and then had been thought to be lost. 
But he had come across it in the Academy’s collection, 
along with a wooden stand signed by John Cassin on 
which it had apparently been mounted. Cassin (whose 
handwriting is known to Matt) had barely visibly writ-
ten that the specimen had been received from the 
Peale Museum. The momentous importance of this 
find was not lost on audience members, who crowded 
around Matt and the bird, applauded, and took many 
photos. Matt also displayed a Neotype Specimen of a 
Veery (Catharus fuscescens) that he had prepared from 
a specimen at his study site in Delaware in order to 
replace the Type Specimen (Stephens, 1817) that had 
been lost some time ago. This presentation by Matt, a 
graduate student at the Academy, was a truly remark-
able and unexpected moment in the club’s history.

Local Notes: Marty Dellwo saw the Gyrfalcon on 
Nummy Island, Cape May County, New Jersey. And 
he also saw a Horned Grebe at Heinz NWR, Phila-
delphia. He and Linda Widdop also found the Pacific 
Loon, which was still at Manasquan Inlet, Ocean 
County, New Jersey. Then, at Island Beach State Park, 
Ocean County, New Jersey, they found a Snowy Owl 
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and what appeared to be a Merlin. Finally, he added 
that a male Painted Bunting was back at a feeder on 
Dixie Line Road in Newark, New Castle County, Dela-
ware. 

Tony Croasdale recalled that Pacific Loons were 
seen on inland lakes in years past. 

Phil and Bonnie Witmer said they had two red-
phase Eastern Screech-Owls at the same time in their 
backyard during the Great Backyard Bird Count. 

Anne Bekker noted that American Woodcocks 
were displaying at that time at Bombay Hook NWR, 
Kent County, Delaware. 

Gregg Gorton said that his group had only twenty 
species of birds on the Great Backyard Bird Count 
walk at West Laurel Hill Cemetery in Bala Cynwyd, 
likely due to the strong winds. But the highlight was 
finding a Great Horned Owl being mobbed by crows 
in a Norway Spruce. A Wood Duck was also spotted 
on the Schuylkill from an overlook. The simultaneous 
walk at Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia, led by 
Navin Sasikumar, had also produced only twenty spe-
cies, so the “dueling walks” had a stand-off. 

Art McMorris reported that his son was once flying 
a radio-controlled airplane when crows had mobbed it!

Main Program: Claus Holzapfel presented “Is 
Brown the New Green? — Fusion Ecology and Con-
servation.” He gave a very illuminating presentation 
about the “fusion ecology” of native and non-native 
species in “waste places,” green urban fragments (such 
as on the campus of Rutgers-Newark), and brownfields 
(such as on Liberty Island) in New Jersey. Surprisingly, 
species diversity is higher in fusion landscapes than 
in some “restored” areas, though these studies are still 
preliminary. Mist-netting of birds at these sites had 
been part of the diversity research he and his team had 
been conducting. 

April 4, 2019
Attendees: 33 members.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

members Liam Hart and Carol Weisl.
Cassinia: Matt Halley said that the current issue 

was complete and in process, and hopefully, copies 
would be handed out at the 2020 Members Meeting 
in January. 

Conservation: Anne Bekker announced that 
Backpacks for Birders had been distributed to several 
libraries in Philadelphia and that she had finally met in 

person with JoAnn Woods, the club’s librarian contact 
for that DVOC endeavor.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information, including walks at Cape May, 
Cobbs Creek Environmental Center, The Discovery 
Center, and the Michael Huber Prairie Warbler Pre-
serve, New Jersey.

Upcoming Meeting: On April 18, Brian “BQ” 
Quindlen, “Birding with BQ in Arizona.”

Announcements: Linda Widdop asked people to 
let her know if they were interested in hosting a Sum-
mer Picnic or might wish to help with such an event. 

George Armistead said that the Delaware Birdathon 
(of the Delaware [formerly Delmarva] Ornithological 
Society) would raise funds that year in the ongoing 
effort to conserve more coastal land. In the history 
of this effort, about $400,000 had been raised, and 
more than 1200 acres had been protected. This year 
— and IF the amount raised were at least $100,000 — 
a matching donation of that amount would be made! 
The dates of the event were May 4–12. George also 
announced that he would give a talk on May 1 at the 
Geographical Society of Philadelphia entitled “Birds: 
Philly’s Innovators in Ornithology, and Odd Modern-
day Dinosaurs.” 

Gregg Gorton suggested that interested parties 
should see the Weekly Digest for a notice alerting 
DVOC members to a speaking opportunity at Wild 
Birds Unlimited in Havertown, Pennsylvania. 

Phil Witmer said he would teach a two-session 
course for Main Line School on Basic Bird Identifica-
tion at the Creutzburg Center, Harford Park, Radnor, 
Pennsylvania.

Local Notes: Linda Widdop said she still had some 
Pine Siskins coming to her feeder. 

Phil Witmer reported noticing that White-throated 
Sparrows were still present in his yard in Radnor, but 
they were not singing, so he wondered about that. 

Rob Bierregaard commented on some variables 
driving singing in songbirds, such as testosterone level. 

Jack Creighton reported that the first migrant 
hummingbirds had been reported in Pennsylvania. 

George Armistead noted that a Townsend’s Solitaire 
had been reported in Manahawkin, Ocean County, 
New Jersey. 

Rob Bierregaard had his first-of-year Eastern 
Phoebe in his yard, along with Pine and Palm War-
blers. He also noticed a pair of Wood Ducks on the 
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stretch of the creek by his house, so he built and 
installed a box for them! 

Dan Kobza said he had seen a pair of American 
Kestrels chasing a Cooper’s Hawk away at 49th Street 
and Parkside, which made him wonder about the 
presence of Kestrels in the city. 

Anne Bekker recalled seeing a Kestrel at Andorra 
Woods in the Wissahickon in 2017. 

Rob Bierregaard said that Kestrels would nest in 
nooks and openings in buildings in urban areas, such 
as in New York City. 

Marty Dellwo said he had heard Kestrels calling at 
21st and Walnut. 

Matt Halley noted a Kestrel had been found possi-
bly nesting in an abandoned station building in North 
Philly during the prior breeding census. 

Jason Weckstein remarked that he had seen a Kes-
trel from a window at the Academy that week. 

Matt Halley noted that Ruby-crowned Kinglets had 
been singing that week. 

Anne Bekker heard Winter Wrens singing. 
Bert Filemyr said he saw and heard Yellow-throated 

Warblers singing their full songs at the usual bridge 
site in the Pine Barrens, New Jersey.

Main Program: Jason Weckstein presented “New 
Specimens from Amazonia: Show and Tell.” The Asso-
ciate Curator of Birds at the Academy recounted briefly 
how he and his colleagues had obtained the many bird 
specimens that he had laid out in front of the audience. 
Slides and a good-humored tale helped his audience 
visualize some of what was involved in ornithologi-
cal field expeditions to Brazil. Then, the presenta-
tion shifted to comments on specific specimens that 
Jason picked up and expounded upon. Questions and 
discussion ensued, and the participants took close-
up looks at the dozens of specimens from dozens of 
species. The speaker emphasized the importance 
of specimen-collecting as a thoroughly and exclu-
sively scientific endeavor conducted thoughtfully and 
respectfully. Enthusiasm and amazement were evident 
throughout this very enjoyable, special presentation.

April 18, 2019
Attendees: 54 members, 16 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 

member — Leor Veleanu.
Conservation: Anne Bekker announced two pub-

lic meetings that would be held to discuss the River-

front North “Master Plan”: on April 29 at the Tacony 
Library and on May 1 at the Richmond Library. Those 
would provide the opportunity for public input, and 
she said that birders would do well to attend!

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at Bartram’s Gar-
den, Independence National Historical Park, The Dis-
covery Center, West Laurel Hill Cemetery, John Heinz 
NWR, the Michael Huber Prairie Warbler Preserve, 
and Glen Foerd on the Delaware.

Upcoming Meetings: On May 2, Andrew McGann, 
“Cellular Tracking Technologies.”

Announcements: Linda Widdop said that the 
Delaware Birdathon (of the Delaware Ornithological 
Society) would be raising funds this year in the ongo-
ing effort to conserve more coastal land, this time in 
Mispillion Harbor, a shorebird migration stopover 
area. Dates: May 4–12, 2019. 

George Armistead said that the annual Darby 
Creek Clean-up Day would be April 20, so folks should 
consider volunteering for that at the Heinz NWR and 
help to “tidy up the tidal”!

Phil Witmer said he was seeking a volunteer to take 
over his three Kestrel boxes.

Tony Croasdale said there would be two DVOC 
World Series of Birding teams this year! First, “Rid-
ing Birdy” consisting of Tony, Matt Halley, Katrina 
Raskowski, and Jeff Gordon. Second, “Sudden Stops 
and Terns,” a youth team with Victoria (Tori Bird) Sin-
dlinger as the leader. He encouraged support for these 
efforts with donated funds to go to BirdPhilly. 

Matt Halley displayed the holotype of Harris’ Hawk 
that he had newly rediscovered in the Academy’s col-
lection, and he also held up a copy of Audubon’s paint-
ing of that species. This unexpected moment was met 
with applause and shouts of congratulations. 

Dan Kobza said that The LandHealth Institute was 
recruiting high school students to serve as Philadel-
phia Watershed Stewards. 

Barb Bassett noted that the Gloucester County 
Nature Club would be holding its Bird Quest 2019 on 
Saturday, May 4, throughout Gloucester County, New 
Jersey. 

Debbie Beer sadly commented on the recent pass-
ing of both Bill Thompson III and Pete Bacinski, each 
of whom had been in his own way a major figure in 
birding. 
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Art McMorris said that the Billings Big Year Check-
list had been updated and could be found on the 
DVOC website. He said that, as usual, it was a compos-
ite of the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware lists.

Anne Bekker reported that a lecture entitled “What 
do Birds eat? — Exploring Insect Biodiversity in Birds’ 
Diets,” by Ashley Kennedy, was to take place on April 
24 in the Stewart Library, Academy of Natural Sci-
ences of Drexel University.

Local Notes: Linda Widdop mentioned that some 
Pine Siskins were still coming to her feeder, along with 
a Red-breasted Nuthatch. She had also heard a Louisi-
ana Waterthrush singing and had seen Wood Ducks at 
the Pennypack Environmental Center. 

Rob Bierregaard found his first-of-year (FOY) 
House Wren at suet. At the Discovery Center, where 
he had led a walk, he had three Horned Grebes and 
two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers. 

Anne Bekker said that her FOY hummingbird was 
at her feeder. 

George Armistead said that many Brown Thrash-
ers had been found in various places. And a black, 
male Ruff was seen at the Port Penn impoundment 
south of Delaware City, Newcastle County, Delaware. 

Gregg Gorton reported that many Broad-winged 
Hawks had flown through the Delaware Valley on a 
front. Many birders had experienced that after some 
hawks were sighted over Haverford College by Liam 
Hart, who alerted the BirdPhilly WhatsApp Group. 

Tony Croasdale added that Broadwings were seen 
over Roxborough and Wood Ducks often numbered 
around forty at Valley Green Inn in the Wissahickon. 

Jane Henderson noted that people feed the Wood 
Ducks there. 

Lynn Jackson said a Least Bittern had been calling 
at Greer’s Pond. 

Barb Bassett said she had a Solitary Sandpiper in 
Clarksboro, Gloucester County, New Jersey, on April 
14, which was quite early. 

Debbie Beer said that Frank Windfelder found a Surf 
Scoter at Heinz NWR, but it stayed only a few hours.

Marty Dellwo saw a pair of Kestrels at 22nd and 
Walnut.

Main Program: Brian “BQ” Quindlen presented 
“Birding with BQ in Arizona.” Brian provided a won-
derfully rollicking tour of Southeastern Arizona, 
where he had gone the prior July with four friends 
in search of that area’s specialties. His delightful talk 

was illustrated with his photos and a few videos, and a 
large audience very warmly received it. 

May 2, 2019
Attendees: 20 members.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 

member — Eva Marie Shahade.
Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 

field trip information about walks at The Discov-
ery Center, John Heinz NWR, Ridley Creek State 
Park, Pennypack Park, Wissahickon Park, Carpenter’s 
Woods, FDR Park, and Fisher Park.

Upcoming Meetings: On May 16, Pete Dunne and 
Kevin Karlson, “Birds of Prey: Hawks, Eagles & Fal-
cons of North America.”

Announcements: Matt Halley presented yet 
another remarkable find, this time a small, leather-
bound book by Charles Lucien Bonaparte (an Acad-
emy ornithologist during the 1800s), entitled The 
Systematic Distribution of Vertebrate Animals. The 
book had been published in Italy (in Italian and Latin) 
in 1831, and it described a method for organizing the 
types of vertebrate animals, thus becoming the first 
published work on comparative systematics. Matt 
also announced that he would be presenting/display-
ing a copy of Graceanna Lewis’ “Tree of Birds” at the 
American Ornithological Society Annual Meeting in 
Anchorage, Alaska, in June. He said that Ms. Lewis 
had been a pioneer in bird phylogenetics — so she was 
known as the “Mother” of that area of ornithological 
endeavor. She was a remarkable woman, a student of 
John Cassin here at our very own Academy, whose 
work had been praised by the likes of Thomas Huxley. 

Finally, Matt announced that the Associate Cura-
tor of Birds, Jason Weckstein, had garnered a National 
Science Foundation Grant for more than $900,000 to 
study mites found on members of the Tinamidae fam-
ily of birds (tinamous) and that birds in that family 
carry more species of bird mites than birds from any 
other bird family in the world! 

Janie Shahade announced that she had been 
accepted as a member of the ZooCREW at the Phila-
delphia Zoo, a much sought-after volunteer position 
for a high-schooler that might help lay the ground-
work for a career with animals and conservation. She 
was warmly congratulated for this accomplishment. 

Bonnie Witmer said that the Jenkins Arboretum, 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, would have its Wild 
Plant Sale in mid-May.
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Navin Sasikumar reported proudly 
that Philadelphia had done very well 
in the City Nature Challenge, ranking 
among the top twenty-five cities world-
wide among the one hundred and fifty 
that participated. Philadelphia was 22nd 
in observations (13,729), 24th in number 
of species (1,456), and 14th in number 
of observers (566)! He gave his thanks to 
everyone who participated. At that point, 
Navin was given a shout-out for his lead-
ership, along with that of Billy Brown, 
Tony Croasdale, and others involved. 
Finally, Navin noted that thirty differ-
ent partnering organizations had been 
involved in the Philly effort.

Local Notes: Debbie Beer said a Great 
Horned Owl was nesting in Delaware 
County south of the airport near the Jet 
Stream Parking lot. She added that the 
birds’ nest was located amid a colony of 
Great Blue Herons!

Katrina Rakowski noted that a Cerulean War-
bler and two Blue-winged Warblers were found near 
Independence Historic Park in Philadelphia by Leor 
Veleanu. 

Marty Dellwo again saw a pair of Kestrels at 22nd 
and Walnut and said he believes they may be nesting in 
a crevice near the edge of the roof of a building there. 

Dan Efroymson said he found a Prairie Warbler 
and a Rose-breasted Grosbeak in his yard in Roxbor-
ough. He added that Billy Brown reportedly found two 
Common Gallinules at the Southwest Water Treat-
ment Plant in Philadelphia.

Gregg Gorton noted that the only Pennsylvania 
breeding record of Black-necked Stilt had been at that 
same Water Treatment Plant roughly 25-30 years prior. 

Jack Creighton said he had gone on the walk at 
the Michael Huber Prairie Warbler Reserve in the 
Pine Barrens the prior week with Tony Croasdale and 
that they had seen Prothonotary, Hooded, and Prairie 
Warblers, as well as Scarlet Tanager. 

Matt Halley said he had found what may be a 
new species of firefly for Philadelphia, collected in 
Eastwick meadow, which was Pyractomena borealis. 
He also noted that a Louisiana Waterthrush nest had 
been found along Cresheim Creek in Wissahickon 
Valley Park.

Main Program: Andrew McGann gave a presen-
tation called “Wildlife Telemetry in the Age of the 
Fitbit and the Apple Watch: ‘Wearables’ for Wildlife.” 
Andrew drew from both his ornithological and tech-
nological backgrounds to educate attendees about the 
different forms of attachable wildlife-tracking tech-
nologies, focusing on those linking to cell towers and 
satellites. Some of his videos were quite stunning in 
showing the kinds of visual data that can be produced, 
including depictions of birds’ flight altitude, flight and 
stopover behavior, distance traveled, and precise route 
taken. His talk ended with dozens of questions from a 
fascinated audience.

May 16, 2019
Attendees: 51 members, 7 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced three 

new members — Carol Beam, Eva Preston, and Liz 
Pettit.

Picnic: George Armistead said it would take place 
on August 3 at the Guris’ home in Green Lane, Mont-
gomery County, Pennsylvania.

Conservation: Anne Bekker asked participants to 
please visit Riverfrontnorth.org to complete a survey 
on recommendations regarding the redevelopment of 
that area of Philadelphia.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at The Discovery 

LeConte's Sparrow (Ammospiza leconteii) at Croft Farm, Burlington 
County, New Jersey, photographed by Todd Fellenbaum on December 7, 
2019.
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Center, Upper Roxborough Reservoir, and Lakehurst 
Naval Air Station.

Upcoming Meetings: On June 6, Rob Fergus, “Birds 
in Mayan Civilization.”

Announcements: George Armistead congratulated 
Frank Windfelder, who had seen his 300th Philadel-
phia species on his birthday, May 12. The species was 
a Franklin’s Gull! Applause followed that announce-
ment.

Local Notes: Linda Widdop said she watched from 
Stenton Avenue in Philadelphia as crows chased a 
mature Bald Eagle.

Win Shafer noted that twelve Black-bellied Whis-
tling Ducks had been reported in Reading, Pennsyl-
vania. In addition, he said a Yellow-breasted Chat had 
been found at Rushton Farm in Willistown, Chester 
County. Finally, in Belleplain State Forest in Wood-
bine, New Jersey, forty-four singing Worm-eating 
Warblers had been found after the rain that very day! 

Tori Sindlinger reported that the World Series of 
Birding team she had led — the carbon-free DVOC 
youth team called “Sudden Stops & Terns” — had per-
egrinated around Cape Island and came in 3rd in that 
category with 111 species! Those included some Red 
Knots seen in flight. She received hearty applause.

Phil Witmer noted that the BirdPhilly World Series 
of Birding Team had truncated its planned route so 
that Matt Halley, who had sustained an injury, could 

continue to be part of the team — and 
then the team had found a Swallow-
tailed Kite!

Debbie Beer said she had found 
Hooded, Black-throated Blue, Magnolia 
Warblers, Ovenbird, and several other 
warbler species in Springfield, Delaware 
County. 

Dan Efroymson said that Holger 
Pflicke had recorded a Mourning Warbler 
at FDR Park. And in Houston Meadow 
in Roxborough, there had been an Olive-
sided Flycatcher. 

Gregg Gorton said he found a Spot-
ted Sandpiper in Shortridge Park, Wyn-
newood, Pennsylvania, for the first 
discovery of that species there since he 
began birding the park in 1993. It was the 
151st species for that site. A change in 
the habitat along the creek during stream 
restoration likely explained the presence 

of the new species there. 
Linda Rowan saw a pair of Red-tailed Hawks nest-

ing on a power pylon visible from her backyard. 
Katrina Rakowski reported that 38 species of birds 

had been found in the Independence Hall area on one 
day that past week! She added that meeting attendees 
should acknowledge all the DVOCers who had par-
ticipated in the WSB: Tony Croasdale, Matt Halley, 
Linda Widdop, Alan Crawford, and Tori Sindlinger 
(plus Katrina herself). 

George Armistead said he had been shocked by the 
number of migrant birds in the Independence Hall 
area! They had been found in the blocks extending 
from the Commodore Barry statue two blocks south 
of Independence Hall, all the way toward the river. 
George also reported two new birds for his south 
Philly yard: a male Black-throated Blue Warbler and 
a Swamp Sparrow. 

Brian Quindlen said he had had 53 species of 
birds on the nature trail at Bethel Springs Elementary 
School in Garnet Valley, Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania, where he teaches. Those birds included many 
warblers, a Bobolink, and a Veery, representing spe-
cies numbers 128 and 129 for the school!

Main Program: Kevin Karlson and Pete Dunne 
presented “Birds of Prey: Hawks, Eagles, Falcons and 
Vultures of North America.” Kevin and Pete gave a 
reprise of the talk they had given at the Annual Ban-

Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus) at the Pennypack Ecological  
Restoration Trust in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, photographed  
by Maria Pacheco on December 8, 2019.
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quet last year when only about half of the registered 
attendees had been able to attend due to the bliz-
zard. Their talk was even more delightful in the more 
intimate setting at the Academy. It was chock-full of 
world-class photographs that many of the leading rap-
tor photographers had contributed to their 2017 book 
of the same title. Kevin and Pete were good-humored 
both in the repartee between the two of them and with 
the enthralled audience. Whether one had attended 
the previous talk or not, this presentation — with 
these two great “old” and much-beloved birders — was 
a winner!

June 6, 2019
Attendees: 35 members, 8 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed three 

new members — Edwin Coyle, Vernon LaVia, and 
Bull Gervasi.

Picnic: George Armistead reminded the group 
about the upcoming picnic in August.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about a walk at The Discovery 
Center and said that thereafter would be the summer 
break. 

Upcoming Meetings: None scheduled until Sep-
tember.

Announcements: Bonnie Witmer said The Audu-
bon Climate Watch Bird Survey would be taking place 
at twelve sites in mid-June, with a focus on White-
breasted Nuthatch and Eastern Bluebird.

Local Notes: Rob Fergus reported that five White 
Pelicans had been spotted in flight by Sheryl Johnson 
during the evening of June 4 and that he and others 
were able to relocate them behind the Philadelphia 
airport along the Delaware River.

Keith Russell reported finding Kentucky Warblers 
both at Houston Meadow and along Forbidden Drive. 
He also said there had been four big flights of smaller 
shorebirds at Bucktoe Creek Preserve in Chester 
County, including turnstones and knots. And a Nel-
son’s Sparrow had been found at Pine Run Reservoir/
Dam in Bucks County. 

George Armistead noted that breeding birds at 
Andorra Nature Center (in the vicinity of the Wissa-
hickon Environmental Center, aka The Tree House) 
had in the past included Kentucky, Hooded, Blue-
winged, and Cerulean Warblers, but none of those had 
been known to breed there in some years. He mused 
about whether that was related to the deer having eaten 

the understory flora or perhaps that area had always 
been a “fringe” territory that was no longer used due 
to the shrinking populations of those species. He also 
said that at the Maryland Ornithological Society Con-
vention the past weekend, Jeff Gordon (ABA Presi-
dent) had led a group at Eastern Neck NWR and had 
found a Black Rail calling in mid-day! Later, George 
found the bird still calling (“kee kee kerr!”). He noted 
that very few Black Rails were still left in our general 
area. Finally, he said he had also seen a Mississippi Kite 
at Eastern Neck NWR.

Linda Widdop said that The Delaware Bayshore 
Surveillance Project (near The Villas in Cape May 
County) had had a high count of 100 Red Knots, 600 
Sanderlings, and 600 Semipalmated Sandpipers. Sixty-
seven photos of individual banded birds were taken! 

Marty Dellwo said there was a new trail at Penny-
pack on the Delaware, and he had found “a lot of 
Orchard Orioles there.” 

George Armistead reminded the group that it was 
a good time of year to find unusual birds that might 
wander around, as the ornithologist Dan Lane noted 
during his recent visit. Thus, he recalled that on June 
13, 2013, Alexander Zorach had found maybe the 
“craziest” Philly vagrant — a Tropical Kingbird along 
the Crescent Trail (near the Grays Ferry neighbor-
hood of Philadelphia). So, George urged everyone to 
keep their eyes peeled!

Main Program: Rob Fergus expounded on “Birds 
among the Modern & Ancient Maya” in a very rich 
talk on an unusual subject based on ethno-ornitholog-
ical research that he and a colleague had been engaged 
in for fifteen years among the Maya of the Yucatan 
Peninsula and Guatemala. He introduced listeners 
to the Mayan languages (more than thirty) and rel-
evant aspects of the Mayan culture as he detailed his 
many interactions with modern Maya regarding their 
knowledge of local avifauna. Using illustrative slides, 
he also linked some of his findings to past images and 
descriptions of birds among the ancient Maya. Rob’s 
passion and humor were evident, and he enthralled 
the audience, who responded with many questions 
and much discussion after his talk. 

September 19, 2019
Attendees: 50 members, 4 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

members — Stephanie and Mark Griffin, Peg Shaw, 
Nilesh Patel, Sarah Cleary, and Joseph Timoney, Jr.
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Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond asked that 
people save the date of November 21. The banquet 
would again be held at the Sheet Metal Workers’ Hall 
on Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia. The Bird Art Show 
was also to take place again, and Jeff Gordon, Presi-
dent of the American Birding Association, would be 
the featured speaker.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at Henry Botanic 
Garden (Gladwyne, Montgomery County), West Fair-
mount Park, the Manayunk Chimney Swift Roost, and 
The Discovery Center.

Upcoming Meetings: On October 3, Marc Schmidt, 
“Bird Song: A Framework to Study the Neurobiology 
of Courtship Behavior in Songbirds.”

Announcements: George Armistead noted the 
recent passing of two long-time members, Ron French 
and Emmerson Bowes. French was a former President 
of DVOC, and Bowes was the first DVOC webmas-
ter. Hopefully, George said, there would eventually be 
memorial notes about them in a future Cassinia. 

George Armistead said that the noted writer and 
bird artist Julie Zickefoose would be speaking about 
her new book, called Saving Jemima: Life and Love 
with a Hard-Luck Jay, at the John James Audubon 
Center, Audubon, Montgomery County, Pennsylva-
nia, next week. 

Linda Widdop said there would be a new sym-
posium for young birders (13–22 years old) called 
Frontiers in Ornithology at Ashland Nature Center, 
Hockessin, Delaware, on September 28. Our own Matt 
Halley would be one of the esteemed speakers at the 
event. 

Debbie Beer said that that year’s Big Sit event 
would take place at the Heinz Refuge on the Obser-
vation Platform beginning at 6:00 am on October 13. 
This was to be the tenth Big Sit there, the first having 
been organized by Tony Croasdale eleven years ago. 
(After a one-year gap, the event had been re-started).

George Armistead noted that attendees had brought 
five bird salvage specimens to the meeting, so anyone 
would be free to look at them where they had been 
laid out on display. They included a beautiful Least 
Bittern, a Bobolink in winter plumage, a tiny North-
ern Parula, a juvenile Gray Catbird, and a Red-bellied 
Woodpecker. 

Gregg Gorton said people should remember that 
it would not be legal to collect salvage specimens for 

any other purpose than to donate them to the Acad-
emy, which has a salvage license. He advised that any 
specimen should be placed in a zip-lock bag, frozen, 
and then brought to a meeting or taken to the Acad-
emy. The collector’s name, the date and place of col-
lection, and any theory about how the bird had died 
(e.g., “window strike”) should be written on a note in 
the bag.

Local Notes: Brian Quindlen happily reported that 
the juvenile Purple Gallinule was perhaps still linger-
ing at the Heinz Refuge, and many people had already 
seen it.

George Armistead added that that bird was the 4th 
record for Heinz and the 5th for Philadelphia and that 
two people (Rich Horwitz and Katrina Rakowski) had 
seen it before Louise Zemaitis and Michael O’Brien 
had then found it and sent out an alert.

Katrina Rakowski said she had taken a picture of 
it but did not realize it was not a Common Gallinule! 

Bonnie Witmer reported a male Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak and several American Redstarts in the Wit-
mer backyard in Radnor, Pennsylvania.  

Main Program: Barb Bassett presented “Galapagos 
Islands Voyage.” Barb took us along on her 2017 trip 
using terrific slides of the birds, the landscapes, and 
many other interesting creatures, as well as of the boat 
on which she sailed. She also showed us some fabu-
lous underwater video taken while snorkeling among 
the coral reef and rocky seascapes where the boat had 
been anchored. Her humor and ample knowledge of 
her subject matter made for a fun evening that ended 
with more than a handful of audience members excit-
edly talking about their desire to take a trip to those 
amazing islands.

October 3, 2019
Attendees: 30 members, 2 guests.
Membership: Linda Widdop announced a new 

member — Ian Schramm.
Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond reminded 

the audience about the scheduled Annual Banquet on 
November 21. 

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at Pennypack Park 
and The Discovery Center, and she mentioned the Big 
Sit at the John Heinz NWR.

Upcoming Meetings: On October 17, Cliff Hence, 
“San Diego and the Salton Sea.”
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Announcements: George Armistead said that 
a free event called Audubon + Canon Walks: Birds 
in Focus would take place on Saturday and Sunday, 
October 5 and 6, at the John James Audubon Center, 
Mill Grove, Audubon, Pennsylvania.

George also reported that on October 5, there was 
to be a Bioblitz beginning at Pier 68 on the Delaware 
River Trail behind (and south) of Walmart, Columbus 
Boulevard, Philadelphia.  

Anne Bekker requested nominations for the Rosa-
lie Edge Conservation Award so the Conservation 
Committee could consider them.

George Armistead said that the Heinz Refuge 
would be closed for two four-day periods in October 
for archery hunts that would hopefully result in the 
culling of some deer. He encouraged anyone interested 
to comment on the Heinz Facebook page.

Linda Widdop said that Barb Bassett had taken the 
lead in purchasing new DVOC hats in three styles: the 
same style purchased in the past, a trucker style, and 
a visor. She then polled the group about their prefer-
ences, which strongly favored the old and visor styles. 

Gregg Gorton asked members to send him names 
of nominees for the Witmer Stone Award for the best 
publication by a member that was unrelated to that 
person’s professional duties. 

Rob Bierregaard followed suit by requesting that 
any names of nominees for the Julian K. Potter Award 
for Field Ornithology be sent to him.

George Armistead followed up on The Frontiers 
in Ornithology event for youth birders in Hockessin, 
Delaware, the previous weekend, saying that “it went 
off very well, and there is strong interest in having a 
second such event — perhaps at the same venue.” He 
added that Matt Halley had given a “great talk” and 
had shown the group a missing type specimen of 
Empidonax flaviventris (Baird and Baird, 1843) that he 
had recently rediscovered in the Academy’s collection. 

Matt Halley then displayed the neotype specimen 
of Catharus swainsoni (Cabanis in Tschudi, 1845), 
a breeding specimen from northwestern Pennsyl-
vania that he had designated in a recent publication 
to substitute for the missing original type specimen. 
Matt mentioned his more general ongoing efforts 
to straighten out the taxonomy of the nightingale-
thrushes (Turdidae: Catharus). He said that that effort 
included updates to the common names, which he 
had suggested in another recent paper. There was a 
round of applause after his presentation, and Presi-
dent Armistead commented, “Only at DVOC do you 
get things like this!" 

Local Notes: Rob Bierregaard reported that on his 
first trip to Bartram’s Garden, he had seen a falcon-
like bird flying away toward the trees and then found a 
perched female Peregrine. 

George Armistead found that “interesting” since he 
had found a female Peregrine Falcon just north of there 
at the Newkirk Viaduct Monument about a week prior. 

Katrina Rakowski said that she had 
led another DVOC youth birding trip 
to the Heinz Refuge the day prior, as she 
does every Wednesday afternoon during 
the school year. She asked youth birders 
present at the meeting to comment on 
what they had seen.

Tori Sindlinger then said they had 
found a Scarlet Tanager, a Wood Thrush, 
and some warblers. 

George Armistead replied, “That’s 
an amazing collection of birds — cool 
beans!” Then, he added that the golf 
course at FDR Park in south Philadel-
phia would be permanently closed as of 
November 1, so it would be “open season 
for birders there.”

Main Program: Marc Schmidt spoke 
about the “Neurobiology of Courtship 

Common Gull (Larus canus, apparent kamtschatschensis), center, resting 
on the frozen Edgewood Lake at Franklin Delano Roosevelt Park in Phila-
delphia, photographed by Holger Pflicke on January 23, 2020.
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Behavior in Songbirds.” Professor Schmidt, from the 
University of Pennsylvania, gave a highly detailed 
report on the research that he and colleagues had been 
conducting to understand the relationship between 
the “song center” in the brain of the Brown-headed 
Cowbird and the copulatory behaviors that are trig-
gered in the female when the male sings his song. He 
illustrated the talk with photos and video (including 
slow-motion) of paired and unpaired birds engaged in 
behavioral interaction and explained both the hypoth-
eses and some of the findings that had come out of 
that research. His discussion of the neuroanatomy was 
clear enough that the audience could readily appreci-
ate the details of what he had presented (which he had 
warned them would include some “bird porn”), chal-
lenging though it had been at times. His talk was very 
warmly received, and not a few attendees asked ques-
tions, made comments, and lingered afterward to talk 
further with Marc.

October 17, 2019
Attendees: 23 members.
Membership: Linda Widdop announced a new 

member — Kuenhi Tsai.
Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond encour-

aged everyone to register online for the upcoming 
Banquet, if possible. She added that the ticket price 
remained just $49.50 and that new menu options 
would be available. 

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at Glen Foerd on 
the Delaware and The Discovery Center.

Upcoming Meetings: On November 7, Larry Niles 
would be giving an update on the status of the Red 
Knot.

Announcements: Bob Horton said he had free 
books for anyone who wanted one.  

Matt Halley did a “Show and Tell” about the old-
est house in Philadelphia, which the Drinker family 
owned, and though no longer extant, it was turned 
into Sportsman Depot and run by John Krider. Taxi-
dermy for bird specimens now in the Academy was 
performed there. In the book Forty Years Notes of a 
Field Ornithologist by John Krider, a specimen is men-
tioned that is the only specimen of a species ever col-
lected in Philadelphia — a Smooth-billed Ani shot 
on Petty’s Island. The PA Records committee has not 
accepted this into its records. The specimen’s label 

has many inaccuracies, e.g., “Shot on Peter’s Island in 
Delaware River opposite Kensington.” Peter’s Island is 
in the Schuylkill River. Petty’s Island is in the Delaware 
River but not near Kensington. Krider’s book states 
that the ani was shot in September in “the meadows 
below the built-up part of the city of Philadelphia….” 
Matt said he suspects someone mislabeled the speci-
men and that Krider’s account should be considered. 

Linda Widdop reported that Bert Filemyr was 
recovering nicely from recent hip surgery.

Local Notes: Linda Widdop reported a Swainson’s 
Hawk at Cape May and a Cassin’s Kingbird there.

John Lemonick said that the loop he birds at Wil-
listown Friends, Chester County, had many warblers 
and vireos and that Cape May had both Eurasian and 
American Wigeon. 

Matt Halley reported several sparrow species at 
Dixon Meadow, Montgomery County: White-crowned, 
Song, Savannah, White-throated, and Swamp; and he 
also found Sora and Virginia Rail there.  

Anne Bekker added that she also had Vesper Spar-
row, Orange-crowned Warbler, Sora, Virginia Rail, 
and Bobolinks at that site. 

Marty Dellwo reported a Merlin seen from the Big 
Sit (observation) platform at the Heinz Refuge. 

Main Program: Cliff Hence delivered a talk with 
many photos on “San Diego and the Salton Sea.” The 
Salton Sea, California’s largest inland body of water, 
became a prime birding spot in southern California, 
despite some very unusual conditions. The “sea” is 235 
feet below sea level and about ten times as salty as the 
ocean. It was created in 1905 when a 40-mile-long 
canal used to irrigate the area for agriculture flooded 
due to very heavy rains. It was estimated that 63 bil-
lion gallons of water per day poured into the dry bot-
tomland of the Imperial Valley for about 18 months. 
That became known as the Salton Sea, which is located 
right on the San Andreas Fault. This “sea” has no out-
let and has been fed with runoff from area farms for 
years, which increased the water’s salinity. Surpris-
ingly, some species of fish survived in that environ-
ment, and those have provided a food source for some 
of the more than 400 species of birds that have used 
the valley as a stopover or wintering spot. Thousands 
of White Pelicans, cormorants, Snow and Ross’s Geese, 
and various species of ducks as well as Gamble’s Quail, 
Cattle Egret, White-faced Ibis, Common Roadrunner, 
Burrowing Owl and others have visited the area each 
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year. It can be birded throughout the year, but because 
the temperatures can reach the 100s in the warmer 
parts of the year, the cooler months are the prime time 
to visit the area. The San Diego area is also a great bird-
ing area because of its proximity to the ocean. Despite 
prolific development and a large naval base, many 
natural areas still provide extensive avian diversity. 
Numerous gulls and terns, including Gull-billed, Cas-
pian, Elegant, and Least Terns, can be found, as well as 
occasional pelagic species in and around the city. Seals 
and Sea Lions also bask on the rocks and promontory 
along the coast. Cliff ’s terrific photos illustrated his 
very nice talk.

November 7, 2019
Attendees: 33 members, 5 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 

member — Rich Ziegler.
Field Trips: Barb Bassett provided upcoming field 

trip information about walks at Glen Foerd on the 
Delaware and The Discovery Center.

Upcoming Meetings: On November 21, Jeff Gor-
don, President of the American Birding Association, 
would be the featured speaker.

Announcements: Matt Halley did another “Show 
and Tell,” regaling the audience with a tale and a col-
lection of bird skulls that he had recovered from the 
museum collection after it was believed they had been 
lost. Samuel Morton amassed the collection in the 
1830s, and Matt discovered that it included a Passen-
ger Pigeon skull that had been mislabeled, which will 
now replace the supposed Passenger Pigeon skull in 
the museum collection that had also been mislabeled 
— and which was actually a Band-tailed Pigeon skull. 
Matt said that the key to his being able to correct the 
record was finding not only the skulls but also Mor-
ton’s original catalog of the collection. Matt displayed 
some of the skulls for the audience and further dis-
cussed this remarkable find after the main speaker had 
finished answering questions.

Local Notes: Bert Filemyr noted that an Anna’s 
Hummingbird continued at a private residence in the 
Westchester, Pennsylvania area. 

Barb Bassett reported an American Avocet at South 
Cape May Meadows. 

Matt Halley said he had joined Associate Curator 
Jason Weckstein and his students at South Cape May 
Meadows, where the Avocet was seen, and that they 

had also seen a Least Bittern and an immature Golden 
Eagle (overhead; apparently, the first of the season for 
the Hawk Watch).

Main Program: Larry Niles spoke about “Extinc-
tion and the Long-Distance Red Knot.” Larry gave a 
spirited overview of the long-distance form of the Red 
Knot, which migrates from the Arctic to the southern 
cone of South America along the eastern shore of that 
continent. He discussed results of tracking studies uti-
lizing geo-locators and nano-tags applied to the birds. 
He described in detail this species’ exquisite temporal 
linkage with the reproductive behavior of the Horse-
shoe Crab in the Delaware Bay and other areas on the 
East Coast. And he provided results of studies of that 
species’ and the crab’s population over the prior two 
decades. He amply made the case that the Red Knot 
was at significant risk of extinction were there to be 
further reduction in the Horseshoe Crab population, 
catastrophic weather events, or ongoing degrada-
tion of habitat (including stopover habitat along the 
South American Coast). While the talk was some-
what disheartening, Larry also provided evidence 
that when commercial fishing for the crabs is more 
tightly regulated, the Red Knot population should be 
able to respond positively to some extent. He made 
it clear that the fight to save the Red Knot must 
encompass the entire ecosystem and must address 
not only over-fishing but the unnecessary harvest-
ing for medical purposes (despite the availability of 
a synthetic replacement for the crab’s blood in medi-
cal tests). He highlighted the campaign he and sup-
porting NGOs have initiated, which has been named 
“Halt the Harvest.” There was much spirited discus-
sion afterward.

November 21, 2019
Annual Banquet. No meeting minutes.

December 5, 2019
Attendees: 47 members, 2 guests.
Nominations: Art McMorris announced the 

Slate of Nominees for 2020-2021: President – Linda 
Widdop; VP – Gregg Gorton; Secretary – Barb Bas-
sett; Treasurer – Marty Dellwo; Councilors-at-Large: 
Katrina Rakowski, Dan Efroymson (with Navin 
Sasikumar and Barb Bassett rotating off). Art asked 
for other nominations from the floor, but none were 
offered. 
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Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 
members — Tom Johnson, Owen Sindler, and Barlow 
Herbst.

Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond thanked 
everyone who helped! The participants gave her a 
round of applause for yet another excellent job.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at The Discovery 
Center, Poquessing Park North, Pennypack on the 
Delaware, and Conowingo Dam.

Upcoming Meetings: On December 19, the Annual 
Members Photo Night and Contest would be held.

Announcements: Gregg Gorton said that the 
Members’ Annual Meeting would take place on Janu-
ary 9, 2020 — one week later than usual. Per tradition, 
it would be a pot-luck affair. Bert Filemyr would again 
be giving one of his “From the Archives” presentations 
on one aspect of DVOC history. Location: The Discov-
ery Center, Fairmount Park, Philadelphia. 

Chris Walters reported that the Philadelphia Mid-
Winter Bird Census would take place on January 
11, 2020, and those members wishing to participate 
should contact Keith Russell.

Local Notes: Barb Bassett reported that a Moun-
tain Bluebird was found at Beach Plum Farm, Cape 
May. She added that in a field across from the Beanery 
at Cape May, Harris’ Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, 
and a Western-type Flycatcher (DNA analysis of its 
poop was ongoing) were found. 

Tori Sindlinger and Katrina Rakowski said that 
Tori had found a Bufflehead on the river at Woodland 
Cemetery, the first record in eBird for that site; they 
also found Wilson’s Snipe, Red-shouldered Hawk, and 
Common Gallinule at Heinz NWR.

Main Program: Roger Pasquier spoke about “Birds 
in Winter: Surviving the Most Challenging Season.” 
Roger provided a wealth of information about how 
birds adapt during the cold season, illustrated with 
images of many birds. He drew from his new book 
of the same title, which he made available for sale to 
members. 

December 19, 2019
Attendees: 40 members, 2 guests.
Nominations: Art McMorris again announced the 

Slate of Nominees for 2020–2021, and no other nomi-
nations were offered.  

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 
member — Daniel Long.

Field Trips: Barb Bassett provided upcoming field 
trip information about walks at Conowingo Dam and 
Pennypack on the Delaware.

Upcoming Meetings: January 9 would be the date 
of the Annual Members Meeting at the Discovery 
Center (pot-luck style).

Announcements: Marty Dellwo said there would 
be a social gathering at For Pete’s Sake Pub in South 
Philly after the Philadelphia Mid-Winter Bird Census 
on January 11, 2020.

George Armistead pointed out that buying gift mem-
berships would be a nice way of supporting DVOC 
and encouraging new members.

Local Notes: Tori Sindlinger and Daniel Long 
(youth birders) said they visited Cape May and saw 
the Black-chinned Hummingbird and the Painted 
Bunting, but missed the Mountain Bluebird (because 
it had reportedly been eaten!). They also found a dead 
Red-throated Loon and turkey tracks on the beach.

Frank Windfelder said that Tom Bailey had alerted 
him to a flyover Brown Pelican at Palmyra Cove 
Nature Park, New Jersey, which was very unusual at 
that time of year. 

Robert Mercer found a Fox Sparrow singing at 
Neshaminy State Park, and a Winter Wren was present 
behind the Dow Plant in Bristol, Bucks County. 

George Armistead reported that he and Jason 
Weckstein, Tom Johnson, and Matt Halley had “quite 
a gull experience” during the Christmas Bird Count 
at the landfill in the Levittown/Bristol area, Bucks 
County — with roughly 10 Iceland Gulls, including 
one juvenile glaucoides, three Glaucous Gulls, juve-
nile and adult Thayer’s (now Iceland), and hybrids of 
Lesser Black-backed × Herring (the Appledore gull) 
and Glaucous × Herring (Nelson’s gull). Finally, there 
were approximately 20,000 Herring Gulls. 

Daniel Long said he found two Rusty Blackbirds 
and a Common Gallinule at Heinz NWR on Decem-
ber 15. 

Judy Stepenaskie noted that she saw a female Per-
egrine Falcon on the steeple of St. John the Baptist 
church in Manayunk, Philadelphia, but no sign of a 
male yet. (She could discern the bird’s size compared 
to various architectural features at that site she knows 
so well.)

Todd Fellenbaum found a Eurasian Green-winged 
Teal (also called a Common Teal) at Heinz NWR, and 
he added that this subspecies had not yet been split 
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from Green-winged Teal in the US, though that had 
already occurred in the UK.

Main Program: Michael Walter hosted the Annual 
Members Photography Night and Contest. Mike took 
the audience through all the photos submitted (by 18 
people) in the six categories: birds, fauna, flora, scen-
ery, birders, and DVOC area. As usual, a cheery time 
was had by all, as the mix of interesting, beautiful, sur-
prising, and at times funny photos was brought forth, 
and the winners were announced. Birds: 1st – Marty 
Dellwo, 2nd – Brad Whitman, Honorable Mention – 
Debbie Waxler; Fauna: 1st – Barb Bassett, 2nd – Andy 
Smith; Flora: 1st – Anne Bekker, 2nd – Andy Smith; 
Scenery: 1st – Marty Dellwo, 2nd – Anne Bekker; Bird-
ers: 1st – Barb Bassett, 2nd – George Armistead; DVOC 
Area: 1st – Andy Smith, 2nd – Debbie Waxler. The Steve 
Kacir Memorial Award: (for Best in Show) went to Rob 
Hynson.

January 9, 2020
Annual Meeting at The Discovery Center, Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania.
Attendees: 40 members.
General Welcome: George Armistead, the outgo-

ing President, welcomed all to the meeting. Damien 
Ruffner, Education Manager for the Discovery Center, 
East Park Reservoir, Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, 
described the center’s mission and facilities. He invited 
members to sign up as volunteers.

While there were no new Honor-
ary Members, the names of two new 
Fellows were announced: Barbara 
Bassett for her work on Council and 
the Communications Committee, for 
her work as Facebook administrator, 
and for having replenished the DVOC 
hat inventory. Lauren Diamond was 
also named, for her work on Council, 
as a stellar Banquet Committee chair, 
and for having availed the Club of her 
amazing graphic design work.

New Officers: Art McMorris, 
Chair of the Nominating Commit-
tee, first acknowledged the rest of 
the committee: Barbara Granger, 
Anita Guris, and George Armistead. 
Then he again announced the Slate of 
Nominees for 2020-2021, all of whom 
were unanimously elected: Presi-

dent – Linda Widdop; VP – Gregg Gorton; Secretary 
– Barb Bassett; Treasurer – Marty Dellwo; Council-
ors-at-Large: Katrina Rakowski and Dan Efroymson 
(with Navin Sasikumar and Barb Bassett rotating off). 
Applause followed. 

Welcome and Comments by Linda Widdop: 
She began by saying that not until 1983 were women 
allowed to join the club, and she believed the member-
ship was roughly 65% to 35%, male to female. Regard-
ing prior female officers, she noted that Barbara Haas 
had served as Treasurer and Sandy Sherman had been 
not only the Treasurer but also the first female Presi-
dent. At that point, George interrupted her to say, “It is 
about time that we have another woman as President!” 
— which led to applause. 

Linda then chaired the rest of the meeting. She said 
that since she was neither an ornithologist nor trained 
in science, she never thought she could be a member 
of such a club, much less become the President. She 
said, “I just enjoy birding”! She attributed her join-
ing the club to influence from two members — Patty 
Rehn and Dennis Brennan. She said that the diverse 
backgrounds among the membership, the quality of 
the programs, and the fun social engagements (e.g., 
at Cherry Street Tavern after meetings) are a few of 
the things that make this club so special. She added 
that she began to volunteer for committees and other 
tasks just to help the club continue to sustain its long 

The first Seaside Sparrow (Ammodramus maritimus) for Philadelphia was dis-
covered and photographed by Chuck Homler on May 9, 2020 at Meadow Lake 
in Franklin Delano Roosevelt Park. Chest waders were required!
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tradition. Then along came Art McMor-
ris of the Nominating Committee — and 
how could she say “No” to Art when he 
proposed that she become the new presi-
dential candidate? She concluded by 
saying that she was looking forward to 
helping this prestigious club keep going 
for many years. Finally, Linda presented 
Bert Filemyr with a special award rec-
ognizing him for his work as Treasurer 
(for 12 years), his serving so admirably as 
unofficial club historian, and his service 
as a tremendous mentor for officers and 
council members.

Treasurer’s Report: As his final act, 
retiring Treasurer Bert Filemyr pre-
sented the details of the club’s financial 
status at the end of 2019. The bottom line, 
he said, was that the club was in good 
financial shape and that we should spend 
additional money supporting ornithol-
ogy since the club had the wherewithal 
to do that.

Trustee’s Report: Deferred until next meeting.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer presented the sum-

mary of new members for 2019.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris encouraged all to 

send in the number of birds they had identified within 
the DVOC area during 2019 so that the top birder 
could be identified. He reminded everyone that they 
no longer needed to sign up for the Billings Big Year 
Competition — they should just “Go Birding”!

Cassinia: Matt Halley announced that Volume 77 
was ready for publication, and he was already fielding 
manuscripts for Volume 78.

Announcements: Holger Pflicke reminded every-
one that Philadelphia’s biennial Breeding Bird Census 
was coming up. 

Presentation: Bert Filemyr began by saying that 
in prior years at the Annual Meetings, all the Christ-
mas Bird Counts from east of the Mississippi were 
reviewed, or at least it seemed that way! But now Bert 
combs the DVOC archives for some interesting facts 
to expound upon for his annual “From the Archives” 
presentation, which this year was entitled “An Inter-
esting Meeting.” Bert’s fascinating tale focused on a 
club meeting in February 1896, when Charles Kellogg, 
an American vaudeville performer who imitated bird 

songs by whistling, performed them “quite perfectly” 
for the club. 

January 23, 2020
Attendees: 40 members, 1 guest.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

member applications and new members Rachel Adler 
and Lois Bryman.

2019 Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters gave a sum-
mary account of the financial status of the Endowment 
Fund. He was pleased to report that the Endowment 
Fund is in excellent financial shape. Earnings from the 
fund are transferred to the treasurer every year. At this 
point, more is transferred out than comes in. A con-
servative investment strategy is used for all the funds, 
including the Bob Billings Big Year Competition and 
the Interns Funds.

Billings Big Year: Lists of birds that were seen in 
the DVOC area in 2019 are due by January 31. The 
total number of species is to be sent to Art McMorris 
first. The number to beat is 290. Art will contact the 
submitter if their number is the highest.

Conservation: The Migratory Bird Protection Act 
(MBTA) of 2020 was discussed. A bipartisan bill, HR 
5552, has been introduced to reaffirm America’s com-

American White Pelicans (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) at the Commodore 
Barry Bridge over the Delaware River, photographed by Damon Orsetti 
on June 5, 2020.
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mitment to conserving migratory birds and seeks to 
reverse rollbacks by the Trump administration. The 
MBTA was passed over a century ago with the goal of 
eliminating "incidental takes" by commercial activity.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information, including Barnegat Lighthouse 
State Park, January 26; Pennypack Park, February 9; 
East Laurel Hill Cemetery Great Backyard Bird Count, 
February 15; West Laurel Hill Cemetery Great Back-
yard Bird Count, February 15.

Upcoming Meetings: February 6, Scott Burnet, 
“The Chimney Swift — America’s Mystery Bird.” 

Announcements: It is with sadness that we 
announce the passing of Barbara Haas. Barbara was a 
Fellow and DEVOC of the DVOC and treasurer from 
1987 to 1996. A sympathy card was sent around the 
room to be signed. It would be given to her husband, 
Frank. Additional information is on the DVOC web-
site.

On March 7, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm, Friends of For-
sythe will be holding a symposium, “Three Billion 
Birds Gone Missing: How, Why, What Can Be Done,” 
most likely at Stockton College. Linda Widdop is look-
ing for someone to join her on the discussion panel. 
There will be an opportunity to have a table with club 
membership information. 

Doug Tallamy, author of “Nature’s Best Hope,” is 
scheduled at multiple venues in the Delaware Valley: 
West Laurel Hill on March 25; Horticultural Society 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey, Public Library on February 
18; Delaware Nature Society Hockessin, Delaware on 
February 4. 

Brian Quindlen announced that next Sunday’s NY 
Times crossword would have a bird theme.

Local Notes: Mike Zickler was birding Taylor’s Lane 
in Cinnaminson. He observed a Great Blue Heron 
capture a very large crayfish. 

On January 12, Marty Dellwo went to Barnegat 
Lighthouse State Park, Ocean County, New Jersey, 
with Linda Widdop, Barb Bassett, Mike Walter, and 
Ken Walsh to search for the Black Guillemot. At first, 
the inlet was too foggy, so they all went for breakfast. 
Fortunately, the weather cleared. Close views of Harle-
quin Ducks and an Iceland Gull were achieved. Marty 
and Barb stayed when the others had to leave. Finally, 
glimpses of the Black Guillemot were seen along the 
North jetty. Marty then drove to the Island Beach side, 

hiked in a mile to the north jetty, and was rewarded 
with close-up views. 

On January 23, Holger Pflicke found a Mew Gull 
on Edgewood Lake in FDR Park. Per eBird com-
ments, “likely ssp. kamtschatschensis. Likely first county 
record.” 

On January 17, Barb Bassett observed a Glaucous 
Gull at Bivalve in Cumberland County, New Jersey. It 
was possibly the same bird found there by Tom John-
son during the Belleplain CBC on December 22, 2019.

Main Program: Ian Gardner, “Illuminating Spar-
rows of the Northeast: Brightening a Drab Stereo-
type.” Ian took us on a tour of the sparrows in the 
Northeast. He provided pointers about identification, 
including voice and behavior.

February 6, 2020
Attendees: 25 members, 1 guest.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

member applications and new members Theresa 
O’Malley, Vin Karthik, Karyl Weber, and Steve Kapski.

Conservation: Anne Bekker discussed The Migra-
tory Bird Protection Act (MBPA) of 2020. A bipartisan 
bill, HR 5552, has been introduced to reaffirm Amer-
ica’s commitment to conserving migratory birds and 
seeks to reverse rollbacks by the Trump administra-
tion. Anne asked participants to please consider sign-
ing the petition in its support. Anne also alerted the 
club to an ongoing threat to Double-crested Cormo-
rants. There is a petition supporting their protection.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information, including Pennypack Park, Feb-
ruary 9; East Laurel Hill Cemetery Great Backyard 
Bird Count, February 15; West Laurel Hill Cemetery 
Great Backyard Bird Count, February 15; FDR Park, 
February 23; Middle Creek WMA, February 29. 

Upcoming Meetings: February 20, Ashley Ken-
nedy, “What the ‘Insect Apocalypse’ means for You, 
Your Yard & the Birds.”

Announcements: Linda Widdop is looking for 
members of the club to support her at the Friends of 
Forsythe symposium “Three Billion Birds Gone Miss-
ing: How, Why, What Can Be Done” at Stockton Col-
lege on March 7. There will be an opportunity to have 
a table with club membership information. Linda also 
mentioned the upcoming Great Backyard Bird Count, 
February 14 to 17. She reminded the group that DVOC 
has two Facebook sites: a group page (which one must 
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join) and an “advertising” page for general informa-
tion. Finally, she mentioned Cassinia, the club journal, 
so that new attendees would be aware of it. 

Bonnie and Phil Witmer will introduce the Great 
Backyard Bird Count to draw new participants at the 
Radnor Memorial Library on February 8 at 10:00 am. 
Judy Stepenaskie announced that there would be a 
Wyncote Audubon trip to Colombia in July 2020, to 
be led by George Armistead (Rockjumper Tours) and 
Robin Irizarry. Contact Robin (robin.irizarry@audu-
bon.org) or go to the Wyncote Audubon website for 
more information.

Local Notes: Dan Efroymson was surprised and 
pleased to find a White-winged Scoter in a photograph 
of Canvasback and scaup at the Naval Yard. He also 
heard the “kerwee” call of a Sora from the big board-
walk at the Heinz NWR at Tinicum. Other people 
found the bird the following day. Dan saw the linger-
ing Common Gallinule as well. 

Janie Hill and Eva Marie Shahade saw a Sora at 
Heinz, at the upper east side end of the impoundment.

Vin Karthik found a Lark Sparrow at Twining Val-
ley Park in Willow Grove, Montgomery County. He 
also had a Wilson’s Snipe at Bradford Dam in War-
rington, Bucks County. 

Rachel Adler found a Razorbill at Barnegat Light-
house Park, Ocean County, New Jersey. 

During the DVOC trip to the same site the previ-
ous weekend, Linda Widdop found five Razorbills.

Youth birders Tori Sindlinger, Janie Hill, and Dan-
iel Long were very pleased to be led on a walk by 
George Armistead at the Edwin B. Forsythe NWR in 
Atlantic and Ocean Counties, New Jersey, on January 
19. They saw a Yellow-breasted Chat, Palm Warblers, 
and a good variety of duck species. 

Scott Burnet noted that a Pink-footed Goose and a 
Greater White-fronted Goose had been present at the 
Fogelsville Quarry, Upper Macungie Park, Fogelsville, 
Bucks County. In addition, a dark morph Gyrfalcon 
has returned to the Grand Central Sanitary Landfill 
for the third year in a row. It was also seen in adjacent 
Pen Argyl, Northampton County, Pennsylvania, and 
in Alpha, Warren County, New Jersey, across the Dela-
ware southeast of Pen Argyl.

Main Program: Scott Burnet, “Chimney Swift: 
America’s Mystery Bird.” Scott presented a fascinat-
ing talk about the natural history and life cycle of 
the Chimney Swift, its anatomy and how to identify 
it, how it compares with the other three swift species 

in the US, and efforts to conserve it by use of artifi-
cial nesting towers and by public education (such as 
keeping chimney tops open during the breeding sea-
son). He passed around two nests and several eggs. 
Afterward, he responded to ample questions from the 
audience.

February 20, 2020
Attendees: 20 members.
Membership: Navin Sasikumar (for Bonnie Wit-

mer) announced new member applications and new 
members Fred Clement and Maureen Weir.

Cassinia: Matt Halley: Cassinia is currently at the 
layout designer.

Communications: Navin Sasikumar noted that 
the DVOC website was down over the past weekend 
due to the hosting provider switching servers. There 
were difficulties getting the correct IP addresses and 
an issue with a download prompt, but that all has since 
been resolved.

Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters explained that 
the Intern Fund started by Hart Rufe and managed by 
the Trustees is used to fund interns at the Ornithol-
ogy Department at the Academy of Natural Sciences. 
Jason Weckstein requested partial funding of $3000 
for the new intern, Jenna Souto. Council unanimously 
approved the request.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information: FDR Park, February 23; Middle 
Creek WMA, February 29; Rancocas Nature Center, 
March 1; Schuylkill River from Manayunk, March 7.

Upcoming Meetings: March 5, Randolph Scott 
Little, “The History of Bird Sound Recording at 
Cornell.”

Announcements: Matt Halley announced that 
Therese Catanach of the Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Drexel University has new research that supports 
the recognition of the three resident Caribbean popu-
lations of the Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) 
as species-level taxa.

Chris Walters inquired about the Wilson Journal, 
which Matt Halley said he would bring to the next 
meeting.

Local Notes: Anne Bekker saw the continuing 
Gyrfalcon in Northampton County.

Ken Walsh saw a Pink-footed Goose in Lancaster 
County, along with a Cackling Goose, three Ross’s 
Geese, and 2500 Snow Geese.
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At Barnegat in Ocean County, George Armistead 
had Ipswich Sparrows in puddles, six Razorbills, and 
an adult male King Eider.

Navin Sasikumar had an Eastern Screech-Owl in 
East Falls in a low and exposed location facing a busy 
street and a school.

Matt Halley went to Edwin B. Forsythe NWR 
with Jason Weckstein. They saw the wintering Yellow-
breasted Chat and said it really pops against the winter 
backdrop.

Art McMorris reminded everyone that Peregrine 
Falcon nesting season is starting, and he is checking 
sites for activity. At the Walt Whitman Bridge, there 
were two pairs, one on the New Jersey side and one on 
the Pennsylvania side. This is rare to have Peregrine 
Falcons nesting this close to one another. It has been 
determined that one member of one pair is an off-
spring of the other pair.

At the Great Backyard Bird Count walk at West 
Laurel Hill, Gregg Gorton found a Great Horned Owl 
(he also found one last year). He was led to the loca-
tion of the Great Horned Owl in a Blue Spruce tree 
by following the raucous calls of a group of Blue Jays 
and crows. The large group potentially scared the owl, 
which took off and was later found by fifth-grader 
Bradley.

Julia Hill said that Victoria Sindlinger and Janie 
Hill found two American Woodcocks peenting at 
Eastwick.

Maureen Weir found a Mallard × 
Muscovy Duck hybrid at Lake Galena 
in Bucks County.

Matt Halley noted that a Great 
Horned Owl has taken over a Cooper’s 
Hawk nest at Heinz. Matt is compiling 
the Breeding Bird Census in 2020 and 
would like updates on any nesting.

Main Program: Ashley Kennedy, 
“What the ‘Insect Apocalypse’ Means 
for You, Your Yard & the Birds.” Ash-
ley presented an insightful talk about 
the food preferences of nesting East-
ern Bluebirds based on research she 
conducted at Mount Cuba Center. She 
also highlighted the food preferences 
of other birds based on crowd-funded 
photos from citizen scientists and 
stressed the importance of planting 

native species of plants in your urban and suburban 
yards.

March 5, 2020
Attendees: 24 members.
Membership: Linda Widdop (for Bonnie Witmer) 

announced new member applications and new mem-
bers Jim Wright, Steve Gautier, and Laura Stokley.

Bob Billings Big Year Competition: Art McMor-
ris reported that the winner of the 2019 contest would 
be announced shortly.

Conservation: Anne Bekker requested anyone 
with expertise installing nest cameras contact her. 
There is a Graffiti Pier Public Engagement Meeting at 
Portside Art Center scheduled on March 12 to deter-
mine the future of the area. Anne urges members to 
attend and voice their opinion about keeping the open 
space along the Delaware River.

Interns Fund: Chris Walters reported that the 
DVOC would support Jenna Souto as the 2020 intern 
in the Ornithology Department for Drexel University, 
working at the Academy of Natural Sciences from 
March through September 2020.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information: Schuylkill River from Mana-
yunk, March 7.

Upcoming Meetings: March 19, Laurie Goodrich 
(Rosalie Edge Award Winner, 2019), “Eighty-Five Years 
and Counting: Discoveries about Migration & Raptors 
from Hawk Mountain.”

A group of Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks (Dendrocygna autumnalis) at 
the retention pond of the Philadelphia Mills mall, photographed by Maria 
Pacheco on June 24, 2020.
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Announcements: Linda Widdop once again 
announced that on March 7, 2:00 to 5:00 pm, Friends of 
Forsythe would be holding a symposium, “Three Billion 
Birds Gone Missing: How, Why, What Can Be Done,” 
at Stockton College (https://friendsofforsythe.org/ 
calendar/). Linda is looking for members of the club to 
come to support her. There will be an opportunity to 
have a table with club membership information.

Local Notes: There was a general discussion about 
owls in the Philadelphia area. Tony Croasdale reported 
an Eastern Screech-Owl in Philadelphia at McMichael 
Park/Mifflin school right along the sidewalk and very 
visible. Anne Bekker noted two Barred Owls calling in 
Carpenter’s Woods recently but did not know if they 
would stay around. Philadelphia has suitable Barred 
Owl habitat but no recent breeding pairs.

Gregg Gorton reported that there are Peregrine 
Falcons on the St. John the Baptist church in Mana-
yunk. 

Tony Croasdale saw at least one Peregrine Falcon 
hanging around the train bridge at 63rd and Catherine 
near Cobbs Creek Park.

Marty Dellwo reported a Ross’s Goose in Bucks 
County.

Bert Filemyr reported that Mike Rosengarten had 
a Crested Caracara fly over at Evansburg State Park in 
Pennsylvania.

Brian Quindlen reported that Nathaniel Sharp also 
saw a Crested Caracara around the same date 
in Vermont.

Linda Widdop reported that Eastern Blue-
birds are back at Fox Chase Farm in Phila-
delphia and also visible from Lorimer Park in 
Montgomery County.

Main Program: Randolph Scott Little, 
“The History of Bird Sound Recording at 
Cornell.” This presentation traced the history 
of bird sound recording from the early days 
of optical soundtracks for talkies during the 
Great Depression to the modern era of using 
smartphones and the internet. The epicen-
ter of this development in the United States, 
indeed in the world, was and is at the Labo-
ratory of Ornithology at Cornell University. 
The speaker had been directly involved in 
that activity for the past seven decades, work-
ing alongside the original principals, learn-
ing from them, and passing that knowledge 
to new generations of bird sound recordists.

September 17, 2020
Note: First-ever official meeting to be held on 

Zoom. Academy of Natural Sciences is closed due to 
COVID-19. (Meetings scheduled for March 19 through 
June 4 were canceled.)

Attendees: 77 registrants, including 13 non-mem-
bers.

General Note: Linda Widdop introduced the offi-
cers and Council. Vice President: Gregg Gorton; 
Secretary: Barb Bassett; Treasurer: Marty Dellwo; 
Editor: Matt Halley changing to Holger Pflicke; Cur-
rent Councilors: Lauren Diamond, Rob Bierregaard, 
Anne Bekker, Brian Quindlen, Katrina Rakowski, Dan 
Efroymson, George Armistead (immediate past presi-
dent).

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 
member applications and new members since May: 
Philomena Coppertino, Susan Scanlon, Kris Chira-
pongse, John Smyth, Olivia Walling, Cathy Wilkes, 
Scott Flanegin, Susan Fischer, Jean Merritt, Denise 
Barkhardt, Susan Sherman, Brittany Grabois, Dwight 
Molotsky, and Rebecca Sameroff.

Banquet: Lauren Diamond said the banquet would 
not be in person this year. The virtual affair will be 
held on November 19, with a speaker. More details 
will follow.

Cassinia: Linda Widdop stated that all members 
should have received the latest edition of the Cassinia. 

Dickcissel (Spiza americana) at Pennypack on the Delaware in Phila-
delphia, photographed by Holger Pflicke on October 13, 2020.
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Matt Halley did an excellent job. Holger Pflicke will be 
the next editor. It is not too soon to start thinking of 
the next articles.

Conservation: Anne Bekker announced that 
Council approved two proposals in August. One 
was for $500 to help remove invasives in Carpenter’s 
Woods, our first bird sanctuary and Philadelphia’s 
representative Old Growth Forest. This would help 
mitigate the dependence on herbicides. The second 
project will receive $4000 toward habitat development 
and signage for the East Falls River Landing project 
and is in partnership with Audubon Pennsylvania and 
the East Falls Development Corporation. A new boat 
launch will be built along an un-interpreted, under-
birded but heavily trafficked section of the Schuylkill 
River. Our project will present this as a bird- and 
nature-viewing opportunity, rather than just a recre-
ation site, and establish bird-friendly habitat in what 
we hope will become a continuous corridor from the 
Wissahickon canoe launch to Laurel Hill Cemetery. 
The new eBird hotspot (“Schuylkill River Trail-East 
Falls”) represents the only hotspot between the Green 
Lane Bridge, about 2 miles to the north, and “West 
River Drive” on the opposite side, about a mile to the 
south. Bird it!

It is time to think about the Rosalie Edge Award, 
which is given to a non-DVOC member who has 
made significant contributions to conservation. We 
will be presenting the award virtually this year. Please 
send Anne (anne.sarah.bekker@gmail.com) your 
nominations along with a brief write-up by Friday, 
October 9.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop: Anne Bekker lead a 
joint field trip with the Philadelphia Botanical Club. 
Eighteen socially distant participants enjoyed Nesco-
peck State Park, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, for 10 
hours. For now, DVOC is holding off any further field 
trips due to COVID-19 restrictions and will review 
what other organizations are doing.

Upcoming Meetings: October 1, Brian Quindlen, 
“The Cassatt Preserve: The Headwaters of Birding at 
the YMCA.”

Announcements: Frank Windfelder gave a shout-
out to Bert Filemyr for being the club’s treasurer for 
many years.

The Photo Contest will be held during the second 
December meeting on December 17. Get your photos 
ready now. We are looking for a coordinator and three 
judges. If interested, please contact Gregg Gorton.

Local Notes: Bert Filemyr, Marty Dellwo, Alan Mart, 
and Barb Bassett saw the Little Stint found by Yong 
Kong at Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge.

Marty Dellwo and Alan Mart saw the Masked 
Booby (appropriate for the times) on the Coast Guard 
jetty in Cape May via the Osprey and the Skimmer 
boats.

Steve Mattan had many warblers in his yard, 
including Hooded and Black-throated Blue.

Anne Bekker had a least eight Black-throated Blue 
Warblers in her yard. In Carpenter’s Woods, one of 
the Barred Owlets (one fledged on June 1; one on June 
5) has made several appearances (August 21 through 
September 5). Before that, Anne was probably the 
last to see any of them on June 24. Where have these 
birds, not known to disperse widely, been spending 
their time, undetected, with so many eyes and ears in 
and around the Wissahickon? There have since been 
a couple of reports of one of them (one of “ours”?) at 
Awbury. Stay tuned.

Jack Mahon had the usual “mudpipers” around 
Salem and Cumberland Counties’ sod farms.

Theresa O’Malley had a Dark-eyed Junco in Yeadon, 
Delaware County. A Pileated Woodpecker moved into 
her backyard in Folcroft, Delaware County.

Cecilia Deemer finally had a Brown Thrasher show 
up in her yard yesterday in Pennsauken, New Jersey.

Katrina Rakowski has a recurring Carolina Wren 
in her city yard.

Bonnie Witmer had Black-throated Blue Warbler, 
American Redstart, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, and Common Yellowthroat in her 
yard in Wayne, Chester County, Pennsylvania.

Barb Bassett and Bert Filemyr had a Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper in a mud puddle across from Kingsway HS, 
Gloucester County.

Barbara Granger has had a variety of birds at her 
birdfeeders in Wyncote, Pennsylvania, including many 
juveniles.

Ken Walsh was at Hawk Mountain on Sunday. His 
best birds were a Gray-cheeked Thrush and a female 
Golden-winged Warbler.

Alan Crawford noted that there were 747 Ameri-
can Kestrels at the Cape May Hawk Watch on Monday.

Judy Foulke has had little bird action at their feed-
ers since a Cooper’s Hawk took residence.

Today Barb Bassett saw at least 22 Caspian Terns at 
Floodgates, Logan Township, Gloucester County, New 
Jersey.
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Peter Burns had a Great Crested Flycatcher at the 
Fort Washington day-use area today.

Martin Dellwo noted there had been good birds in 
Philadelphia recently. George Armistead found some: 
Red-headed Woodpeckers, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Connecticut Warblers.

Linda Widdop had ten warbler species in her Mont-
gomery County, Pennsylvania yard: Black-throated 
Blue, Black-throated Green, Black-and-white, Bay-
breasted, Northern Parula, American Redstart, Com-
mon Yellowthroat, Tennessee, Chestnut-sided, and 
Magnolia.

Main Program: Jim Wright, “The Real James 
Bond: A True Story of Identity Theft, Avian Intrigue, 
and Ian Fleming.” Jim Wright took us through the life 
and history of the real James Bond, including his ties 
to Philadelphia. It was a fascinating tale. The book may 
be purchased online. 

October 1, 2020
Academy of Natural Sciences is closed due to 

COVID-19.  Meeting held on Zoom.
Attendees: 70 registrants, including 22 non-mem-

bers.

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced 
new member applications and new members 
Heather Bickley, Rebecca Sameroff, Dwight 
Molotsky, Brittany Grabois, Susan Sherman, 
and Denise Burkhardt.

Banquet: Lauren Diamond explained 
that year’s virtual banquet would be held on 
November 19, with speaker Peter Kaestner, 
an ornithologist whose life list is over 9,000 
species. More details are coming soon.

Bob Billings Big Year Competition: Art 
is coordinating with the Billings family for 
a future Zoom meeting to present the 2019 
award to Barb Bassett, who had 290 species 
in the DVOC area. Rules are on the website. 
Get out and go birding! There is still time in 
2020 to find more species.

Cassinia: All members should have 
received the latest edition of the Cassinia. 
Matt Halley has retired as editor. Holger 
Pflicke will be the next editor. Start thinking 
of the next articles. If you would like to join 
the biennial editorial board, contact Holger.

Conservation: Anne Bekker asked for 
nominations for the Rosalie Edge Award. 
This award is given to a non-DVOC mem-

ber who has contributed significantly to conservation. 
Send the name and a brief write-up to Anne.sarah.
bekker@gmail.com by October 9. 

The new boat launch, which is part of the East 
Falls River Landing project (partnering with Audubon 
Pennsylvania and the East Falls Development Corpo-
ration), will be worked on next fall.

Youth Birding: Katrina Rakowski said the DVOC 
Youth Birding initiative is on hold. A suggestion was 
made to add a question to the membership applica-
tion if interested in joining the Youth Birding group. 
Eventually, information will be added to the website.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop: The DVOC is holding 
off any further field trips due to COVID-19 restric-
tions.

Upcoming Meetings: October 15, Laurie Goodrich, 
“Eighty-Five Years and Counting: Discovery about 
Migration & Raptors from Hawk Mountain.”

Announcements: The Photo Contest will be held 
during the second December meeting, December 17. 
Get your photos ready now. We are looking for a coor-
dinator and three judges. If interested, please contact 
Gregg Gorton.

Gray Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis) at Van Sciver Lake, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, photographed by Mark Gallagher on October 
02, 2020.
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Jason Weckstein explained that The Academy of 
Natural Sciences is hosting its annual members night 
as a members week. See the website for further infor-
mation. If you are not a member, you can put his name 
in for the member number to register for the virtual 
and live online events.

Luc Jacobs said that Wildside Nature Tours has a 
number of free webinars that you can register for on 
their website. They are about birding and photography.

Nathaniel Sharp noted that Hog Island has a simi-
lar lecture series.

Lauren Diamond announced there would be a Big 
Sit at Exton Park on October 10 from 7:00 am to 7:00 
pm. 

Debbie Beer mentioned there would be a Big Sit 
at Heinz Refuge on October 11. Pre-registration is 
required to manage the limited capacity on the obser-
vation deck. Email debbeer1023@gmail.com if inter-
ested. 

Rob Bierregaard noted the Julian K. Potter Award 
committee is seeking nominations for this year’s 
award. The award is presented to one or more DVOC 
members at the annual banquet in recognition of out-
standing contribution to field ornithology. Previous 
winners and a link to more about Julian Potter can be 
found on the DVOC website.

Linda Widdop: The Edge, Potter, and Whitmer 
Stone Awards will be presented at the Annual Banquet.

Holly Merker (via Linda Widdop): Hawk Moun-
tain is open for visitors.

Local Notes: Marty Dellwo had a Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher and a Bay-breasted Warbler in Rittenhouse 
Square, Philadelphia.

Bonnie Witmer had Black-throated Blue Warblers, 
Black-throated Green Warblers, a Black-and-white 
Warbler, an American Redstart, a Magnolia War-
bler, and a Red-tailed Hawk with prey in their yard 
in Chester County, Pennsylvania. A Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird is still feeding on flowers there.

Sara Busch congratulated Navin Sasikumar on his 
Bioblitz results this last weekend.

Barb Bassett had a new yard bird. It was a flyover 
Black-crowned Night-Heron in Clarksboro, Glouces-
ter County, New Jersey. She also had a Black-throated 
Gray Warbler in Cape May Point, Cape May County, 
New Jersey.

Alan Crawford and Barb Bassett both missed 
the Allen’s Hummingbird in Ocean City, Cape May 
County, New Jersey.

Hudson Moore saw a Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Black-throated Green Warbler, Black-throated Blue 
Warbler, and Northern Parulas.

Ed Edge saw an Albino House Sparrow in Grays 
Ferry, Philadelphia.

Alan Crawford and Marty Dellwo said the Yellow-
green Vireo banded in the South Cape May Meadows 
was a hatch-year bird.

Linda Widdop had two good suggestions for 
migration predictions: birdcast.info from Cornell and 
Windy, a wind/weather app.

Main Program: Brian “BQ” Quindlen, “The Cassatt 
Preserve: The Headwaters of Birding at the YMCA.” 
Brian Quindlen, teacher and club member, took us 
through the amazing history of the Cassatt Preserve 
and YMCA. This is where BQ learned his love of 
birds. The Preserve is open to the public. There is 
an Environmental Education Center with bird feed-
ers and a wildlife garden. BQ showed his early years 
of birding and participation in the World Series of 
Birding.

October 15, 2020
Academy of Natural Sciences is closed due to 

COVID-19. Meeting held on Zoom.
Attendees: 69 registrants, including 22 non-mem-

bers.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

mem bers Judy and Ken Foulke (Household Member-
ship), Peter Hamner, Hudson Moore (Student), and 
Sarah Corrigan (Student).

Banquet: Linda Widdop reminded everyone for 
Lauren Diamond that this year’s virtual banquet will 
be held on November 19, with speaker Peter Kaest-
ner, an ornithologist whose life list is over 9,000. The 
details will be posted on the website soon!

Bob Billings Big Year Competition: Art McMor-
ris: The presentation of the 2019 award is tentatively 
scheduled for the November 5 meeting. Usually, it 
is presented in March but was postponed due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. Barb Bassett, the 2019 winner, 
had 290 species in the DVOC area, including four spe-
cies never before sighted during the 9-year history of 
the competition (Gyrfalcon, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, 
Cassin’s Kingbird, and Boreal Chickadee).

Conservation: Anne Bekker has received nomi-
nations for the Rosalie Edge Award, which will be 
awarded to a non-DVOC member who has made sig-
nificant contributions to conservation.
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There was a coalition event on October 7 to pro-
mote Bird Safe Philly. The first report of a bird strike 
death in Philadelphia was in 1897 when the City Hall 
Tower was completed. Anne Bekker reiterated that if 
you see the next night on BirdCast shows high migra-
tion potential, get on Next-Door, or your neighbor-
hood listserv and suggest turning off their porch lights 
and why. She was astonished at the extent to which 
everyone cooperated.

Linda Widdop said that on October 2, the Philadel-
phia Inquirer had an article on the major Center City 
bird strike, for which Linda enlisted club members to 
help Keith collect the birds that were killed by window 
strikes.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop again said the DVOC 
is holding off any further field trips due to COVID-19 
restrictions and will review what other organizations 
are doing.

Upcoming Meetings: November 5, Susan Lindee, 
“Aotearoa, New Zealand, Land of Birds.”

Announcements: Rob Bierregaard said that the 
selection committee seeks nominations for the annual 
Julian K. Potter Award. This award is presented at the 
annual banquet to one or more members of the Club 
who have made an outstanding contribution to field 
ornithology either professionally or as an amateur. All 
members are encouraged to submit nominations. 

The Witmer Stone Award Selection Committee 
seeks nominations of one or more DVOC members 
for authorship of the best publication that embod-
ies the results of ornithological research not under-
taken in the course of professional duties. This award 
was established in 1943. Send nominations to Gregg 
Gorton.

Local Notes: Lois Bryman had about ten Pine Sis-
kins on one feeder today. This was a backyard life bird 
for her in Chester County.

Anne Bekker said that Dixon Meadow has been 
hopping with sparrows, including Clay-colored Spar-
rows (8 days), high numbers of White-crowned and 
Lincoln’s Sparrows, Nelson’s Sparrows. Also seen 
were Buff-breasted Sandpiper, American Bittern, an 
Orange-crowned Warbler, and many Tennessee and 
Nashville Warblers. Other local late warblers today 
were American Redstart and Magnolia Warbler. Pine 
Siskins have been everywhere for a week plus.

Barb Bassett had a Rough-legged Hawk in Cape 
May Point as a yard bird. There were 9,182 Pine Sis-
kins at the Cape May Hawkwatch today. She also saw 

a Northern Wheatear at Edwin B. Forsythe NWR on 
October 9.

Nathaniel Sharp noted that Black Scoters are start-
ing to turn up on the inland lakes in Vermont. He had 
one this morning!

Barbara Granger has had a guest Red-breasted Nut-
hatch for a few days this past week.

Lois Bryman has had a female Purple Finch (or 
young male) at her house.

Patrick McGill had a Grasshopper Sparrow at 
Pennypack on the Delaware on October 4.

Martin Dellwo saw a flock of about 50 Pine Siskins 
at Tinicum last weekend. They are everywhere.

Anne Bekker has seen three Philadelphia Vir-
eos this fall. Two different individuals were at the 
Schuylkill Center and one at Houston Meadows.

Martin Dellwo participated in the usual Big Sit at 
Tinicum. They had a more restricted event on Sunday 
(due to COVID-19). Even so, they racked up 77 spe-
cies which is a 3-way tie for the 3rd highest count in 
11 years.

Bonnie Witmer has seen many Magnolia Warblers, 
an Eastern Towhee, Red-breasted Nuthatches, and 
many Black-throated Blue Warblers.

Vinobha Pannerselvam has seen Purple Finches 
and Pine Siskins all across Bucks County. She had a 
Pine Warbler three days in a row with full color at her 
feeder in Bucks County. A Sabine’s Gull was located at 
Green Lane Park, Montgomery County.

At Benjamin Rush State Park last weekend, Pat-
rick McGill had one White-crowned Sparrow, four 
Lincoln’s Sparrows, eight Savannah Sparrows, seven 
Bobolinks, and one Eastern Meadowlark.

Martin Dellwo found four new birds in Ritten-
house Square for the hotspot species list this past 
week: Eastern Phoebe, Blue-headed Vireo, Brown 
Creeper, and Golden-crowned Kinglet.  Also, a repeat 
of Winter Wren (recently new) and up to four Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers at once.

Main Program: Laurie Goodrich, “Eighty-Five 
Years and Counting: Discoveries about Migration & 
Raptors from Hawk Mountain.” Since 1934, Hawk 
Mountain has been monitoring raptor and songbird 
migration along the Kittatinny Ridge. Laurie high-
lighted discoveries from the long-term data, includ-
ing documenting migration timing and Golden Eagle 
flights by Maurice Broun in the early years, to the 
recent exploration of changes in migration timing and 
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numbers. Data on migration in hum-
mingbirds and other songbirds were 
also discussed.

November 5, 2020
Academy of Natural Sciences is 

closed due to COVID-19. Meeting 
held on Zoom.

Attendees: 49 registrants, in clud-
ing 10 non-members.

Membership: Barb Bassett for 
Bonnie Witmer announced new mem-
ber applications.

Banquet: Linda Widdop for Lau-
ren Diamond announced this year’s 
virtual banquet would be held on 
November 19, with speaker Peter 
Kaestner, an ornithologist whose life 
list is over 9,000.  The details are on 
the website, including for registration.

Bob Billings Big Year Competi-
tion: Normally, the award is presented 
in March but was postponed due to COVID-19 restric-
tions. Art McMorris with Liz Billings, Bob’s wife, and 
Karen Walter, Bob’s daughter, presented the 2019 Bob 
Billings Award to Barb Bassett. Barb had 290 species 
in the DVOC area, including four species never before 
sighted during the 9-year history of the competition: 
Gyrfalcon, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Cassin’s Kingbird, 
and Boreal Chickadee. She gave a short presentation 
of her year showing where she saw the species in the 
Billings area and photos of the rare birds. She donated 
the $200 prize to Bins 4 New Birders. Art reviewed the 
rules of the Billings Contest, which can be found on 
the website.

Conservation: Anne Bekker will announce the 
Rosalie Edge Award winner at the banquet on Novem-
ber 19. This is presented to a non-DVOC member 
who has contributed significantly to conservation. 
She mentioned that Matt Haley testified at the Healthy 
Outdoor Public Spaces (HOPS) Bill hearing. The 
HOPS Bill Eliminates the use of toxic herbicides on 
city-owned and used grounds. The Lights Out Coali-
tion against bird strikes met and will be asking for vol-
unteers at some point.

Field Trips: Per Linda Widdop, the DVOC is 
holding off any further field trips due to COVID-19 
restrictions and will review what other organizations 
are doing.

Upcoming Meeting: The next meeting on Novem-
ber 19 will be the Virtual Banquet.

Announcements: The deadline for the Photo Con-
test is November 30.

Local Notes: Steve Mattan had over 100 Pine Sis-
kins and an Evening Grosbeak on Halloween in their 
yard in Piney Place.

Martin Dellwo found a Dickcissel at Heinz NWR 
this morning which was a nice surprise and only his 
second in Philadelphia. He also had a Golden Eagle 
incredibly low over Houston Meadow. Then he saw 
many Golden Eagles at Hawk Mountain the next day.

Anne Bekker has observed up to three Short-eared 
Owls at Dixon Meadow, Montgomery County, since 
October 31. This afternoon, she was surprised to find a 
Dickcissel at the Schuylkill Center (Philadelphia).

Barb Bassett noted that many Evening Grosbeaks 
have flown over Cape May, and some have been seen 
at feeders. There have been Red Crossbills (type 10) as 
flybys at Coral Ave, Cape May Point. A Golden Eagle 
was seen over Cape May Point. A Vesper Sparrow was 
at the Beanery, Cape May.

Judy Foulke spent the afternoon at Pennypack 
Trust. A Red-breasted Nuthatch hung out with them 
at the bird blind. These were the best views they have 
had in several years. She also had a Pine Siskin at the 

Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) flock at Franklin Delano Roosevelt Park in Phila-
delphia, photographed by George Armistead on October 20, 2020.
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feeder in Warminster. Great Horned Owls have been 
hooting from woods near them in Warminster.

Linda Widdop saw a Dickcissel at Pennypack Trust 
last weekend.

Barbara Granger had about 20 Pine Siskins for the 
past few weeks. She noted that they move so fast that 
it was hard to get an exact count. She also had a pair 

of Evening Grosbeaks at home in Wyncote, 
which stayed for three days this past week-
end.

Main Program: Susan Lindee, “Aotearoa-
New Zealand, Land of Birds.” Dr. Susan 
Lindee had a wonderful program with photos 
by Imogen Warren. There are now 57 known 
species of extinct New Zealand birds that 
disappeared either before humans arrived 
on the islands in about 1350, before Euro-
peans arrived in 1769, or over the last 250 
years. The Polynesians who followed migrat-
ing birds to islands across the Pacific annihi-
lated all the dozen or more species of giant 
Flightless Moa. Europeans brought rats, cats, 
dogs, and European birds, presumably car-
rying diseases. Industrialization and indus-
trialized agriculture disrupted ecosystems, 
and many stunning birds disappeared. And 
yet, what can still be seen in New Zealand 
today is exceptional, unique, and remark-
able. During her trips in December 2019 and 
January 2020 with her friend Imogen she fell 
in love with the “confiding” Wrybill, which is 
the only bird in the world with a beak that is 
laterally curved and with the Kea, the world’s 
only alpine parrot, a stunning and almost 

tame creature; with dozens of surf-landing Little Blue 
Penguins; and with the unforgettable Giant Petrel, 
Fernbird, Kaka, Rifleman, and Mollymawk.  Bird life 
in New Zealand is abundant and beautiful. Today, this 
gorgeous land — more appropriately known by its 
indigenous Maori name Aotearoa — is still a remark-
able birding destination.

Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) found at Green Lane 
Reservoir by Kevin Crilley and photographed by Paul Heveran on 
December 31, 2020. Scores of area birders enjoyed this rare visitor, 
which stayed into the new year and was a Montgomery County 
first for most who saw it. 


