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Female President
The year 2020 started with DVOC members elect-

ing the second female President to the club. As the 
elected President, I hoped to preside over meetings 
at the Academy of Natural Sciences attended by an 
increasing number of attendees gathered together for 
comaraderie and study of birds and ornithology.  

Global Pandemic
That happened exactly four times, and then on 

March 17, 2020, Mayor Kenny announced the full 
shutdown of the city to non-essential workers due to 
the global Corona Virus (COVID-19) pandemic that 
was affecting thousands of people in our area. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
issued guidelines telling people to wear face masks, 
maintain six feet of distance between people and use 
hand sanitizer to slow the spread of the virus. The 
Academy of Natural Sciences shut down all opera-
tions and the club was left without a place to hold our 
meetings. The Council met and decided to cancel all 
meetings and field trips for the foreseeable future. Our 
birding community stayed home with face masks and 
hand sanitizer and waited. 

The birds did not get the message about the pan-
demic and headed north. Birders slowly began to go 
out to their local patches birding alone or in small 
“bubbles” of people from their own households. And 
an amazing thing happened — the woods were filled 
with new birders — with folks that took to the woods 
just to get out of the house and started looking at birds. 

Black Lives Matter
Then in May 2020, in the midst of the pandemic, 

the nation reacted to the death of George Floyd who 
was killed by a police officer in Minneapolis. Riots and 
demonstrations against racial injustice spawned the 
Black Lives Matter movement. And while the club was 
not directly affected by the movement, our members 
were involved in the movement in various ways. And 
then, the birding community was directly affected 

when New York Audubon member Christian Cooper, 
who is Black, asked a white female dog walker to put 
her dog on a leash. The woman called the police stat-
ing that “an African-American man is threatening my 
life.” Our membership got involved to participate in 
Black Birders Week hosting and participating in vari-
ous social media events. As club President, I issued 
a statement on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion that 
Council adopted and posted online. We took a hard 
look at our own membership demographics and con-
tinue to work toward attracting members from all 
communities. 

Thank Goodness for Social Media
Even though we were told to stay away from other 

people, we found a way to stay connected through 
various social media platforms. Club members found 
updates on the DVOC website and Facebook pages. 
Birders kept in touch and alerted each other of rare 
sightings through the BirdPhilly Telegram apps. Vari-
ous social media channels allowed for racial equality 
discussions. Club meetings resumed virtually through 
Zoom. And something interesting happened — club 
membership grew. 

Conclusion
My two years as DVOC President were certainly 

unusual. I missed meeting in person at the Academy 
of Natural Sciences, our Annual Banquet and other 
live events. And even when we can go back, we have 
learned that we should continue to stream the meet-
ings virtually so that members and birders outside of 
our area can join us for comradery and learning. We 
learned that social media really does work as a plat-
form to engage new birders. And we learned that the 
club is stronger than a pandemic and more inclusive 
than in the past. We have grown, not just in member-
ship numbers but also in our knowledge and under-
standing of how societal events impact all of us. 

Linda Widdop 
Rydal, PA

Message from the President
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Peregrine Falcons in Pennsylvania: Restoration 
of an Icon
F. Arthur McMorris

The Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) is a char-
ismatic species which never ceases to amaze and cap-
tivate those who witness its aerial prowess. Like all 
members of the genus Falco, peregrines are highly 
specialized for speed and maneuverability: with their 
narrow, pointed, swept-back wings which are rela-
tively small for their body mass, and with their long 
tail which functions as a rudder, they are designed like 
jet fighter planes. The truth, of course, is the reverse: 
fighter planes are designed like Peregrine Falcons, 
since aeronautical engineers have learned much by 
studying bird flight.

Peregrines are an apex predator, and their prey 
consists almost entirely of birds, and occasionally of 
bats as well, which they capture in mid-air, in some-
times spectacular maneuvers. A common hunting 
maneuver is to circle high above their prey and then 
go into a breathtaking power dive, or “stoop,” to strike 
their prey. Other maneuvers include tail-chasing and 
many others, depending on circumstances. Their 
prey consists of whatever is locally available and large 
enough to be worth the trouble but not too large to 
handle, from songbirds and near-passerines to ducks 
and gulls and even larger birds that significantly out-
weigh them. In urban areas, pigeons are a favorite prey, 
despite their well-known speed in the air, as attested 
by pigeon racing as a sport. Very few birds can match 
peregrines in level flight, and none can surpass their 
stoop speed, which has been clocked by radar at well 
over 200 mph (White et al. 2020).

Peregrine Falcons require high ledges for nest-
ing, open areas for foraging, and abundant avian 
prey (Ratcliffe 1993). Ledges provide protection from 
mammalian nest predators, ideally include overhead 
protection from the weather, and are often located 
near water, which helps support an abundant prey 
base. Historically, peregrines in Pennsylvania and 
elsewhere nested almost exclusively on natural cliff 
ledges (Rice 1969), but tall artificial structures such 
as bridges and buildings in otherwise suitable habitat 

are increasingly being utilized (Brauning and McMor-
ris 2012, Brauning et al. 2013, Pagel et al. 2018). No 
nesting material is required; peregrines simply scrape 
a depression in the existing substrate of gravel, dirt or 
debris, at both natural and artificial sites. Occasion-
ally, peregrines will adopt disused stick nests of other 
large species, such as Common Raven (Corvus corax), 
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) or Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo 
jamaicensis). In these cases, no nesting material is 
added and no repairs are made, even if the structure 
is deteriorating (Ratcliffe 1993; McMorris et al. 2014, 
2015, 2017; White et al. 2020).

Peregrines are a cosmopolitan species, nesting on 
all continents except Antarctica (White et al. 2020). 
Within North America, the largest numbers are found 
in the Arctic and western states with an abundance 
of natural cliffs for nesting, with lower abundance in 
the east, primarily in the Appalachians (Cade et al. 
1988). Pennsylvania is central within the Appalachian 
range (Hickey 1942). Nineteen subspecies are gener-
ally recognized (White and Boyce 1988) of which 
three occur naturally in North America: tundrius in 
the Arctic, pealei along the northern Pacific coast, and 
anatum (sometimes further divided into eastern and 
western anatum) in the rest of the continent (White et 
al. 2020). Peregrines found in Pennsylvania until the 
middle of the 20th century were of the eastern ana-
tum subspecies, which some regarded as a subspecies 
distinct from western anatum, and which Alexander 
Wilson renamed the “Duck Hawk.”

The word “peregrine” means “wanderer,” and per-
egrines indeed disperse long distances from their 
natal area, and migrate long distances. However, the 
degree to which they do so depends on circumstances. 
A young peregrine may travel over 1,000 miles from 
its natal site to establish a nesting territory, or it may 
find and claim a territory just a few miles away. And 
in the winter, when their prey base disappears, arctic-
nesting peregrines migrate thousands of miles, as far 
as the southern hemisphere, whereas those in milder 
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climates where prey remains available, such as Penn-
sylvania, generally remain at or near their nesting ter-
ritory throughout the year. Peregrines exhibit very 
high nest-site fidelity: once they have nested success-
fully at a particular location, they continue to hold and 
nest in that territory indefinitely. If one member of a 
pair dies or is defeated in a territorial battle, the survi-
vor will readily accept a new mate, even the intruder 
that just succeeded in driving off or killing their previ-
ous mate. It is often stated that peregrines mate for life, 
but the truth is that they “mate” for life with their ter-
ritory, not an individual peregrine. Within their terri-
tory, they may change their nesting location from year 
to year, such as from one ledge to another on a natural 
cliff or a bridge (Ratcliffe 1993).

There are two different populations of peregrines in 
Pennsylvania: migrants and breeders. Arctic-breeding 
birds migrate through Pennsylvania in the spring, pri-
marily April and May, and return through Pennsylva-
nia to their wintering grounds in Central and South 
America in the fall, primarily during September and 
October (McWilliams and Brauning 2000). This paper 
concerns just the breeding population.

The Peregrine Falcon is listed as a breeder in Penn-
sylvania in the early ornithological literature (Lib-
hart 1869, Warren 1890, reviewed in Brauning et al. 
2013). Historically, Pennsylvania peregrines nested 
almost exclusively on cliffs which are primarily located 
along the major river systems of the state: the Dela-
ware, Susquehanna, Juniata and their major tributar-
ies (Hickey 1942); the one exception being a pair that 
nested on the Philadelphia City Hall tower (Groskin 

1947, 1952). Breeding was confirmed in 21 of Penn-
sylvania’s 67 counties (McWilliams and Brauning 
2000). Population documentation prior to the 1950s 
was done primarily by falconers and egg collectors, or 
“oologists,” whose objectives were not actually popula-
tion monitoring per se, but rather finding nests from 
which they could take nestlings for falconry or eggs for 
their egg collections. Mid-century ornithologists such 
as Hickey (1941, 1942, 1969) and Rice (1969) meticu-
lously ferreted out information from these sources and 
authenticated it by their own on-site investigations to 
give us what we know now of the historical popula-
tion in Pennsylvania and elsewhere in North America. 
Peregrines were never a common nesting species in 
Pennsylvania: prior to the 1950s, the population in 
Pennsylvania was approximately 44 breeding pairs 
(Hickey 1941, Rice 1969, Brauning et al. 2013).

Populations of Peregrine Falcons in North Amer-
ica, Europe, and other global regions underwent an 
extreme population crash during the 1940s through 
the 1960s (Enderson 1965, Hickey 1969, Ratcliffe 
1993). Populations of other apex predators, such as 
Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Ospreys (Pan-
dion haliaetus), Brown Pelicans (Pelecanus occidenta-
lis), and some marine mammals, also crashed during 
this period, but none as severely as Peregrine Falcons, 
which were reduced to zero through much of North 
America. At first, the cause of the population decline 
was not known, and theories abounded, but the cause 
was finally identified as the chlorinated hydrocarbon 
insecticide dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane (DDT) 
and its breakdown product dichloro-diphenyl-dichlo-
roethylene (DDE) (Ratcliffe 1993). DDT had been 

F. Arthur McMorris

Peregrine Falcon aggressively defending its territory in downtown Philadelphia, July 2015. © Ed Norman 2015.
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developed during World War II and used primarily 
to control typhus in Europe and malaria in the South 
Pacific, and then was used heavily in the post-war 
period to control agricultural pests. DDT was initially 
thought to be harmless to vertebrates, but it was even-
tually learned that it had widespread metabolic effects, 
most notably interfering with calcium metabolism so 
that eggs were laid with overly thin shells that broke, 
resulting in death of the embryo (Ratcliffe 1993). The 
last successful nesting in Pennsylvania in the historical 
era occurred in 1957 (Rice 1969), and peregrines were 
extirpated as a breeding species in most of the United 
States by 1960 (Enderson 1965, Hickey 1969). By 1964, 
the Peregrine Falcon was extinct as a breeding species 
in North America east of the Rockies and south of the 
Arctic (Berger et al. 1969).

That being the case, how is it possible that Peregrine 
Falcons are present in the wild again in Pennsylvania 

and other parts of their former range? Peregrines 
were reintroduced by an extensive program of cap-
tive breeding and release. The story of the restoration 
program and population recovery is beautifully told in 
Cade and Burnham’s book, The Return of the Peregrine 
(Cade and Burnham 2003), aptly subtitled “A North 
American saga of tenacity and teamwork.” But before 
any reintroduction project could be contemplated, 
three things had to happen. 

First, once its effects on wildlife and the ecosystem 
became known, DDT was banned, which was accom-
plished in the United States in 1972 (Dunlap 1981). 
DDT has now been banned world-wide for agricul-
tural uses, although it is still used in some parts of the 
tropics for the control of insect-borne diseases such 
as malaria. Second, public attitudes had to change. 
Until relatively recently, predators were considered 
“vermin” because of their perceived destructive effects 

“Fighter plane” flight profile of a Peregrine Falcon, May 2016.  © Ed Norman 2016.
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on wildlife and on poultry and livestock on farms. 
Through better understanding, attitudes have changed 
considerably during recent decades, but this is still 
a work in progress. And third, peregrines needed to 
be afforded some form of legal protection. Although 
there are many laws protecting birds, most notably the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, falcons, hawks and 
owls were specifically excluded from protection under 
these laws because of their reputation as destructive 
“vermin.” Peregrine Falcons finally received federal 
protection in 1970 under the precursor of the Endan-
gered Species Act, and under subsequent federal, state 
and provincial laws in Pennsylvania and elsewhere, 
and were listed as Endangered federally and in most 
US states and Canadian provinces.

The method of reintroduction, captive breeding 
and release, was the brainchild of Dr. Tom Cade, an 
ornithologist and falconer at Cornell University. The 
concept was straightforward: peregrines would be 
bred in captivity and then released into the wild in 
suitable habitat. However, putting this concept into 
practice was anything but simple. Except for very rare 
“surprise” occurrences, peregrines had never bred in 
captivity, and no one even knew how to carry it out. 
Although the sport of falconry is at least 2,000 years 
old and probably twice that old, and falconers had 
literally millennia of collective experience handling 
falcons in captivity, falconers had never bred their 
falcons; they had always taken them from the wild. 
Many thought it would be impossible to captive-breed 
a species that required square miles of open sky for 
the dramatic display flights that were part of its mat-
ing ritual. Moreover, eastern anatum was extinct in the 
wild, and objections were raised to the release of other 
subspecies or of “mongrel” birds bred from multiple 
subspecies. 

In spite of these problems, the effort was successful 
in the end, but it was a long story, and it was not easy. 
The Peregrine Fund, an organization founded by Tom 
Cade at Cornell University (Cade and Temple 1977), 
gathered ornithologists, falconers, students and oth-
ers to the task, and methods of captive breeding were 
developed. Falconers’ birds that had not been exposed 
to DDT were used as breeding stock; they represented 
seven subspecies which, among them, had a combina-
tion of characters similar to eastern anatum (White et 
al. 2020).

Releases were done in suitable habitat by a falconry 
technique known as “hacking” (Sherrod et al. 1982). 
Young would be placed in a “hack box” that had bars 
that prevented the young from leaving (or predators 
from entering) until they were capable of flight, but 
which allowed the young to see, hear and smell the 
environment and generally become familiar with their 
surroundings. Playing the role of surrogate parents, 
hack box attendants would provide food, but would 
remain scrupulously out of sight to avoid acclimatiz-
ing the birds to humans. When the bars were removed, 
the young could leave the box, but would continue 
to return for food handouts for about a month until 
they had learned to forage for themselves and become 
independent (Sherrod et al. 1982).

Releases were initiated in the 1970s by the Per-
egrine Fund at historical peregrine nesting cliffs in the 
northeastern United States (Cade and Temple 1977, 
Barclay and Cade 1983, Barclay 1988, Peregrine Fund 
1992), including in Bradford and Dauphin counties in 
Pennsylvania. But the results were hugely disappoint-
ing: all of the released young succumbed to predation, 
apparently by Great Horned Owls (Bubo virginianus). 
Without the protection of experienced parents, the 
naïve young falcons were easy prey. Releases were 
then shifted to urban sites where predator pressure 
was much reduced. Tall buildings served as “artificial 
cliffs,” and the urban environment provided abundant 
prey in the form of feral pigeons and other city birds. 
In 1981, with support from the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission (PGC), the Peregrine Fund released four 
young falcons from a high rooftop of the PNB building 
next to City Hall in Philadelphia. Releases were con-
ducted at additional urban sites in the northeast, and 
also at hacking towers in salt marshes along the coast. 

This time the releases were successful. Nesting in 
Pennsylvania was first observed in 1986 on the Walt 
Whitman Bridge in Philadelphia, followed by three 
sites in each of the next three years: the Walt Whit-
man, Girard Point and Commodore Barry bridges, 
in or near Philadelphia (Brauning 1991, 1992). After 
a lapse of three decades, Peregrine Falcons were once 
again nesting in Pennsylvania. The number of nest-
ing pairs in Pennsylvania increased to six in 1990, but 
remained below ten pairs for the next decade (Fig. 1), 
raising concerns that the population was not yet large 
enough to support growth. Therefore, a third round of 
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releases was conducted from 1992 through 1997, when 
a total of 64 young birds were released by the PGC at 
buildings in Allentown, Harrisburg, Reading and Wil-
liamsport (Brauning 1998). The population increased 
modestly to 13 pairs in 2006, and then jumped to 21 
pairs in the following year and continued to climb, to 
reach 73 pairs in 2021 (McMorris and Brauning 2010, 
Brauning and McMorris 2012, McMorris et al. 2021; 
Fig. 1).

Surprisingly, as the population began to recover, 
peregrines primarily selected artificial structures, 
rather than natural cliffs, for nesting (Brauning and 
McMorris 2012). From 1986 to 2002, in a cumulative 
97 nesting attempts at 11 locations, all were on artifi-
cial structures (Brauning 2002). Cliff nesting was not 
observed in Pennsylvania until 2003, when two cliffs, 
both of which had been used by peregrines in the his-
torical era, were found to be hosting Peregrine Falcon 
pairs (Brauning 2003). Although artificial structures 
had occasionally been used even in antiquity, their use 
became the rule rather than the exception in Pennsyl-
vania (Brauning and McMorris 2012, Brauning et al. 
2013) and elsewhere in North America (Pagel et al. 
2018). The reason for this shift from natural to “arti-
ficial” cliffs is not understood, but may be related in 
part to imprinting of reintroduced young on the tall 
buildings or other artificial structures from which 
they were hacked (Tordoff et al. 1998, Wasilewski et 
al. 2009). Artificial structures in Pennsylvania consist 

mostly of bridges and buildings, with a lesser number 
of power plant smokestacks and water towers. As per-
egrines began to occupy bridges and buildings, nest 
boxes or trays containing a layer of gravel to simulate 
the natural cliff environment were placed on some tall 
structures, in an attempt to attract peregrines to rela-
tively predator-free habitat, but this practice has now 
been discontinued, although such enhancements are 
still provided occasionally if peregrines nest and fail 
repeatedly due to limitations of the site that could be 
corrected by a nest box or tray. Bridges and buildings 
that were first utilized were among the tallest in the 
state, but lower bridge and building ledges, only 60 
feet above the water or nine stories above street level, 
are increasingly being occupied — a pattern which, 
potentially, greatly increases the number of available 
nest sites (Brauning et al. 2013).

Actions to promote the population recovery were 
coordinated and managed by the PGC, which is 
responsible for all birds and mammals in the state, 
with the cooperation of many governmental and non-
governmental agencies and the assistance of hundreds 
of highly motivated and dedicated volunteers whose 
help is absolutely essential to the overall effort. Activ-
ity took many forms. At the most basic level, searches 
were conducted to find Peregrine Falcon pairs in suit-
able nesting habitat, both in urban areas and at natu-
ral cliffs, which are often quite remote. Once pairs 
were found at a site, each site was monitored to verify 

FIGURE 1. Number of Peregrine Falcon pairs in Pennsylvania by nest type, 1985-2021. Adapted from McMorris et al. 2021 
with permission.
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whether the pair was nesting, determine egg-laying 
and hatching dates, track the growth of the young, 
document whether the young reached the age where 
they could fly from the nest (“fledged,” which defines 
nesting success) and how many fledged (which deter-
mines productivity), post-fledging mortality, and dis-
persal. Protection of peregrines and their nest sites is 
critically important and takes many forms. At artifi-
cial structures, protection includes coordinating with 
structure owners and managers to minimize distur-
bance and find win-win solutions so that maintenance 
and repairs can be conducted without disrupting 
nesting. At cliffs, protection includes reducing distur-
bance by keeping the locations of nests confidential; 
and in a small number of cases, closing a portion of 
the cliff to rock and ice climbing during the nesting 
period. Placement and maintenance of nest boxes and 
trays is also occasionally warranted to promote nest-
ing success. Whenever possible, nestlings were banded 
to allow collection of data on survival and longevity 
of the young, post-fledging movements, contribution 
of young from Pennsylvania’s nests to the growth of 

the population both within and beyond Pennsylva-
nia, and related demographic data. Nest visits to band 
the young also facilitated reading bands to determine 
the identity and origin of the breeding adults; and 
included health checks and medical treatment of the 
nestlings. In some years, more than 10% of the young 
were found with potentially fatal Trichomonas infec-
tions; but were treated, survived, and fledged success-
fully (McMorris et al. 2014). “Fledge-watch squads” 
at many bridge and building sites rescued fledglings 
from potentially lethal hazards that are specific to the 
built environment, such as becoming grounded in the 
river or on streets or sidewalks. At some locations, it 
is not uncommon for every fledgling in a given year 
to be rescued at least once from life-threatening cir-
cumstances (McMorris et al. 2020). Public outreach 
also contributes importantly to the population recov-
ery. Publicity about Peregrine Falcons, during banding 
events and otherwise, engages the public with these 
charismatic birds and arouses public buy-in to protect 
peregrines, promote recovery activities, and support 
broader conservation issues.

Art McMorris and volunteer Karen Rankin-Baransky banding Peregrine Falcon nestlings at a cliff nest, June 2015.  
© Howard Eskin 2015.
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Over the 35 years since the first pair nested in the 
recovery era, Pennsylvania’s nesting population has 
increased from one pair in 1986 to 73 pairs in 2021 
(McMorris et al. 2021; Fig. 1). Over 1450 young per-
egrines fledged from Pennsylvania nests during that 
period, contributing to the growing population in 
Pennsylvania and throughout eastern North America. 
The 2021 population consisted of 22 pairs nesting on 
cliffs, 25 on bridges, 20 on buildings, three on power 
plant smokestacks (including one abandoned blast fur-
nace), two in active quarries, and one on an uncertain 
substrate (McMorris et al. 2021; Fig. 1 and 2). 

Peregrines were removed from the federal Endan-
gered Species list (de-listed) in 1999 when the popu-
lation met national recovery goals, based in part on 
the size of the recovering population in the nation as 
a whole as compared with the historical population 
(US Fish and Wildlife Service 1999). However, because 

recovery in the East was slower than in the mountain 
West and Alaska, peregrines remained on the Endan-
gered or Threatened Species lists in Pennsylvania and 
most other eastern states and provinces well into the 
21st century. Pennsylvania’s recovery goals, as detailed 
in its Peregrine Falcon management plan (Brauning et 
al. 2013), were modeled after those of the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (US Fish and Wildlife Service 1987), 
however, modified to take into account the difference 
between the recovering and historical populations 
in Pennsylvania: namely, the large increase of nest-
ing on artificial structures in the built environment. 
Young falcons fledging from artificial structures face 
increased mortality due to extra hazards encountered 
there: becoming “grounded” in the river from bridge 
nests and drowning, becoming grounded on streets 
and sidewalks, colliding with structures (especially 
glass) and vehicles, electrocution on powerlines, and 
related hazards (Brauning et al. 2013, Gahbauer et al. 

FIGURE 2. Location of Peregrine Falcon nests in Pennsylvania, 2021. Adapted from McMorris et al. 2021 with permission. 

NEST SUBSTRATE 

     Bridge          Building          Cliff          Tower          Quarry
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2015). Additionally, artificial structures are sometimes 
lost as nesting substrates, due to demolition, distur-
bance during maintenance work, etc. 

After four decades of conservation work, recovery 
of the Pennsylvania Peregrine Falcon population has 
now been achieved. At the end of the 2017 season, all 
goals for upgrading from Endangered to Threatened 
had been met for three consecutive years, and the for-
mal process for upgrading to Threatened was initiated 
in 2018 and completed in early 2019 (Pennsylvania 
Bulletin 2019). By the end of the 2021 nesting season, 
all goals for de-listing had been met for four consecu-
tive years, and the Peregrine Falcon was removed 
from the Pennsylvania state list of Endangered and 
Threatened Species in late 2021 (Pennsylvania Bulle-
tin 2021). De-listing is the formal recognition that the 
Peregrine Falcon has been restored to a secure, self-
sustaining population. De-listing is the “finish line” 
after decades of conservation work, but does not mean 
that peregrines are no longer protected or monitored: 
peregrines are still protected by state and federal laws, 
and the PGC has a 10-year program of post-delisting 
monitoring in place to ensure that the population 
remains healthy.

Peregrines now nest at sites throughout Pennsyl-
vania, as shown on the map in Fig. 2. The distribution 
across the state resembles that in the historical period, 
but for a somewhat different reason. Cliffs on which 

the historical population nested follow the major river 
systems of the state, but so do large cities, with their 
bridges and tall buildings. Peregrines now nest in 
urban areas, where they are easily accessible to bird-
ers and the general public, as well as on remote cliffs, 
where they have reestablished their historical place in 
the natural ecosystem.

The recovery of Peregrine Falcons in Pennsylvania 
and elsewhere is one of the most dramatic accomplish-
ments in wildlife conservation history. After being 
extirpated from Pennsylvania and most of their North 
American range, they are now a common sight, to the 
delight of people from all walks of life, from enthusi-
astic birders to occasional observers, and serve as an 
“entry point” to the wonders of the natural world for 
millions of people. Their recovery is a huge win: for 
the peregrines, the people who enjoy them, and the 
ecosystem as a whole.
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About once per century, Philadelphia has been 
afflicted by a deadly epidemic that drives city residents 
into their houses, or into the countryside, to limit their 
exposure. In March 2020, the city went into an emer-
gency shutdown as the deadly COVID-19 pandemic 
swept across North America and the world, claiming 
the lives of thousands and radically changing the face 
of public life. Many residents, including myself, were 
sheltering in place and/or working from home, and 
solitary walks in the city parks provided some com-
fort and distraction. With the 2020 breeding season 
underway, Philly birders donned their masks and 
honed their social distancing skills, determined not 
to let the pandemic disrupt the Philadelphia Breeding 
Bird Census (PBBC), a biennial effort to census the 
city’s bird populations and gather evidence of breed-
ing activity.

Surveys and Breeding Evidence
Following the design of previous PBBCs, volun-

teers were recruited to cover survey blocks located 
within Philadelphia’s extensive park system (Halley 
and Croasdale 2018, Pflicke 2020). As in previous 
years, the census focused on park (open) spaces and 
generally excluded densely populated urban areas. 
This time, we attempted to cover 113 blocks (Tbl. 1). 
Volunteers were recruited to count birds in their 
block(s) on any day in June, and to begin as early as 
possible, ideally before 7:30 am. When the results 
were compiled, surveys from after 7:30 am were used 
only when there were no other data for a block, and 
novel species from subsequent surveys at the same 
block were added. The primary purpose of the June 
surveys was to estimate how many individuals of each 
species were present in each block. By conducting the 
census in June, we could be confident that the major-
ity of counted birds were actually Philly breeders (i.e., 
migratory individuals had already passed northward). 
As usual, volunteers were asked to submit checklists 
into eBird.org (Cornell University, Ithaca, New York).

Obviously, many species had already begun (or 
finished!) breeding by June. Therefore, breeding evi-

dence was compiled for the entire year. I downloaded 
the eBird database containing data from all checklists 
submitted in Philadelphia County in 2020. Then, I 
discarded records lacking a breeding code, or with 
any other codes but the following: NY (nest with 
young), NE (nest with eggs), FS (carrying fecal sac), 
FY (feeding young), CF (carrying food), FL (recently 
fledged young), ON (occupied nest), NB (nest build-
ing), CN (carrying nesting material), B (Woodpecker/
Wren nest building), N (visiting probable nest site) 
or C (courtship, display or copulation). The resulting 
dataset contained 3,451 records of direct and indi-
rect breeding evidence, which I reviewed manually 
and summarized by species. Exemplary records and 
(lightly edited) comments are quoted in the following 
species accounts.

Contributors
All volunteers who submitted breeding data dur-

ing 2020, in the form of eBird checklists with breed-
ing codes, whose observations are mentioned in this 
manuscript, are listed below and hereafter referred to 
by the following alpha codes. The 32 volunteers who 
completed PBBC surveys in June 2020 are shown in 
boldface.

George Armistead (GA), Adam Bartles (AdB), 
Kevin Berkoff (KB), Debbie Beer (DB), Anne Bek-
ker (AB), J. Berner (JB), Rob Bierregaard (RB), Janice 
Bilotti (JBi), Max Blaustein (MB), Sierra Blazer (SiB), 
Joe Bloss (JoB), Bernard Brown (BB), Peter Burns 
(PB), Sara Busch (SB), William Buzzard (WB), Troy 
Bynum (TB), Brian Byrnes (BrB), Jim Carr (JC), Sher-
een Chang (SCh), Jordan Chazin (JCh), Rich Conroy 
(RC), Chloe Cerwinka (CC), Anthony Croasdale 
(TC), Angelo DelloMargio (ADM), Martin Dellwo 
(MD), Lauren Diamond (LD), Ben Dziedzic (BD), 
Elliot Dziedzic (ED), Katie Eberhart (KE), Ed Edge 
(EE), Dan Efroymson (DE), Alexander Emmart 
(AE), John Eskate (JE), Charles Fuller (CF), Sean Gal-
lagher (SG), Moed Gerveni (MoG), Manuel Gongon 
(MGo), Gregg Gorton (GG), Linda Goschke (LG), 
Julian Gottfried (JG), Mark Greenberry (MaG), Mike 
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Grubb (MiG), Susan Haidar (SH), Matthew Hal-
ley (MRH), Peter Hamner (PH), Deborah Hansen 
(DH), Andrew Harrington (AH), Liam Hart (LH), 
Michael Hartshorne (MiH), Neil Heinekamp (NH), 
Laura Herschel (LaH), Paul Heveran (PaH), Richard 
Horwitz (RH), Cliff Hence (CH), Robin Irizarry (RI), 
Ken Januski (KJ), Robert Karchnyak (RK), Marjorie 
Keefe (MK), Sandra Keller (SK), Daniel Kobza (DK), 
Peter Kurtz (PK), Aaron Laskey (AL), Daniel Long 
(DL), Jim McConnell (JMc), Brandon McCracken 
(BMc), Patrick McGill (PM), Art McMorris (FAM), 
James Molyneux (JM), Hudson Moore (HM), Dennis 
Mora (DeM), Shane Murphy (SM), Damon Orsetti 
(DO), Maria Pacheco (MP), Stephanie Petro-McClel-
lan (SPM), Holger Pflicke (HP), Elizabeth Porter 
(EP), Jennifer Pour (JP), Brian Quindlen (BQ), Wal-
ter Randall (WR), Bill Reaume (BR), Annie Reeves 
(AR), Patty Rehn (PaR), Joel Rurik (JR), Ian Russell 
(IR), Keith Russell (KeR), Navin Sasikumar (NS), 
Ian Schramm (IS), Timothy Swartz (TS), Martin 
Selzer (MSe), Win Shafer (WS), Peter Shaver (PS), 
Jennifer Sherwood (JSh), Victoria Sindlinger (VS), 
Michael Sonkowsky (MS), Judy Stepenaskie (JS), 
Rebecca Stephens (ReS), HP Stone (HPS), Mariel Tag-
gart (MT), Linda Timlin (LT), Leor Veleanu (LV), CJ 
Walsh (CJW), Elizabeth Walshe (EW), Michael Wal-
ter (MW), Sue Wenger (SW), Bernard Wilson (BW), 
Frank Windfelder (FW), Jason Weckstein (JDW), 
Adam Zahm (AZ), Rich Ziegler (RZ).

Census Results
During the June 2020 census, 32 volunteers collec-

tively surveyed 96 of 113 blocks (84%) while walking 
a cumulative distance of 195.2 miles [314 km] during 
216.1 hours of birding. We counted 17,069 individual 
birds, of 106 species. Notable events included the 
breeding of Barred Owl (Strix varia) and Pine Warbler 
(Setophaga pinus), apparently the first documented 
records in Philadelphia county for both species. 
White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) and Spotted Sand-
piper (Actinia macularius) were confirmed as breeders 
for the first time since the PBBC began in 2016 (see 
Halley and Croasdale 2018, Pflicke 2020). The appear-
ance of a small rookery of Great Blue Heron (Ardea 
herodias) at Heinz NWR, which has since grown 
to include more than two dozen nests, was another 
pleasing development in 2020. A few inexplicable 
rarities also showed up during the 2020 breeding sea-
son including a Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria 

citrea) in Wissahickon Valley Park, a Mississippi Kite 
(Ictinia mississippiensis) at Eastwick Open Space, and 
a Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) at the South-
west Philadelphia Water Treatment Plant (WTP) — all 
new species for the PBBC, but unlikely breeders. Less 
encouraging was a lack of reports of Louisiana Water-
thrush (Parkesia motacilla), which evidently did not 
breed in Philadelphia in 2020.

The ten most abundant breeding species 
account ed for 52% of all birds counted: American 
Robin (Turdus migratorius: 2,225), Gray Catbird 
(Dumetella carolinensis: 1,840), European Starling 
(Sturnus vulgaris: 1,384), Northern Cardinal 
(Cardinalis cardinalis: 680), Red-winged Blackbird 
(Agelaius phoeniceus: 662), House Sparrow (Passer 
domesticus: 646), Canada Goose (Branta canadensis: 
620), Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia: 439), Cedar 
Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum: 414), Carolina Wren 
(Thryothorus ludovicianus: 409).

The ten survey blocks with the highest number 
of species were Heinz NWR (50 species), Army 
Corps of Engineers Compound (49), Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt (FDR) Park (48), Morris Arboretum (47), 
the Houston Woods section of Wissahickon Valley 
Park (46), Schuylkill Center (45), Pennypack Park 
between Bustleton Avenue and Krewstown Road 
(48), Island Green Golf Course (44), Navy Yard (43), 
Houston Meadow (43) and Poquessing Creek Park 
north of Dunksferry Road (42). The ten survey blocks 
with the highest number of individual birds counted 
were FDR Park (754 individuals), Pennypack on the 
Delaware (609), Army Corps of Engineers Compound 
(600), Heinz NWR (513), West Fairmount Park west 
of Belmont Avenue (361), Mt. Moriah Cemetery (361), 
the area between Holme Avenue and Welsh Road 
in Pennypack Park (330), Northeast Philadelphia 
Airport (328), Navy Yard (310) and the Northeast 
Water Pollution Control Plant (300). The number 
of individuals for FDR Park may be an overestimate 
because RK divided the block into four sub-blocks, 
which he surveyed on four non-consecutive days.

In the following accounts, each species is placed 
into one of four categories that denote its breeding 
status based on all available data from 2020. Each 
account contains (1) the results of the “official” June 

(text continues on page 19)
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Table 1. Census Blocks for Philadelphia Breeding Bird Census of 2020
List of 113 census blocks, the initials of the person(s) who surveyed the block (see text for legend), the number of 
species recorded (#SPP.) and individuals regardless of species (#IND.). Blocks that were not surveyed are denoted as 
such (–).

 # BLOCK DESCRIPTION SURVEYOR(S) # SPP. # IND.

 Cobbs Creek   

 1 Morris Park (Golf Course to City Ave.) GG 34 237

 2 Haddington Woods (Market St. to Golf Course)  GG 30 154

 3 Cobbs Creek Central (Market St. to Mt. Moriah)  DE 26 52

 4 Mt. Moriah Cemetery HP 37 361

 5 Mt. Moriah Cemetery to Woodland Ave. – – –

 6 West Indian Creek Restoration Site TC 20 42

 Pennypack Park   

 7 Fox Chase Farm  – – –

 8 Pine Rd. to Verree Rd. (north side) PK 28 154

 9 Pine Rd. to Verree Rd. (south side) PK 26 111

 10 Verree Rd. to Krewstown Rd. (both sides) – – –

 11 Krewstown Rd. to Bustleton Ave. (both sides) HP 45 300

 12 Bustleton Ave. to Roosevelt Blvd. (north side) HP 35 282

 13 Bustleton Ave. to Roosevelt Blvd. (south side) HP 35 201

 14 Roosevelt Blvd. to Holme Ave. (north side) HP 24 140

 15 Roosevelt Blvd. to Holme Ave. (south side) HP 33 120

 16 Holme Ave. to Welsh South (including Sandy Run)  HP 40 330

 17 Holme Ave. to Wooden Bridge Run (north side) HP 33 270

 18 Welsh Rd. to Frankford Ave (both sides) HP 34 204

 19 Frankford Ave. to State Rd. HP 33 162

 20 Pennypack on the Delaware HP 37 609

 21 Holme Ave. to Willits Rd. – – –

 22 Welsh Rd. to Grant Woods – – –

 23 Bloomfield Ave. to Welsh Rd. (tributary) – – –

 24 Bloomfield Ave. to Bustleton Ave. (tributary) – – –

 Tacony Creek Park   

 25 Cheltenham Ave. to Roosevelt Blvd. BMc 32 240

 26 Friends Hospital (Campus and Scattergood Trail) HP 29 141

 27 Roosevelt Blvd. to I St. and Ramona BMc 31 273

 28 Juniata Park – – –

 29 Cayuga East – – –

 Wissahickon Valley Park (Roxborough Side)   

 30 Andorra (Bells Mill Rd. to Northwestern Ave.) AB 41 205

 31 Houston Meadow area AB, MS 43 183

 32 Houston Woods (Bells Mill Rd. to Summit Ave.) AB 46 275
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 # BLOCK DESCRIPTION SURVEYOR(S) # SPP. # IND.

 33 Summit Ave. to Wises Mill Rd. TC 39 155

 34 Valley Green (Wises Mill Rd. to Livezey Ln.) – – –

 35 Livezey Ln. to Kitchen’s Ln. PB, MSe 34 162

 36 Kitchen’s Ln. to Walnut Ln. PB, MSe 32 155

 37 Walnut Ln. to Lincoln Dr. DE 23 84

 38 Hermit Ln. (Lincoln Dr. to Ridge Ave.) KeR 30 129

 39 Saul High School Fields TC 26 69

 Wissahickon Valley Park (Mt. Airy Side)   

 40 Creek bend to Bells Mill Rd. – – –

 41 Bells Mill Rd. to Rex Ave.  AB, MS 42 254

 42 Rex Ave. to Valley Green Rd.  – – –

 43 Lower Cresheim (Valley Green to Livezey Ln.)  MRH 25 107

 44 Upper Cresheim (McCallum St. to Stenton Ave.)  MRH 28 136

 45 Livezey Ln. to Mt. Pleasant Ave. MRH 22 67

 46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. to Kitchen’s Ln. MRH 29 104

 47 Kitchen’s Ln. to Walnut Ln. MRH 23 63

 48 Carpenter’s Woods  AB, MS 36 136

 49 Blue Bell (Walnut Ln. to Lincoln Dr.)  MRH 33 121

 50 Thomas Mansion  ED 26 147

 51 Wissahickon Ave. to Ridge Ave. – – –

 52 Saylor Grove Stormwater Wetlands  ED 24 101

 Poquessing Creek Park   

 53 Roosevelt Blvd. to Philmont Ave. HP 30 126

 54 Benjamin Rush State Park MW 41 162

 55 Dunksferry Rd. LH 42 242

 56 Franklin Mills HP 27 85

 East Fairmount Park   

 57 East Park Reservoir/Discovery Center KeR 32 227

 58 Boxer’s Trail KeR 27 184

 59 Sedgley Woods MRH 24 90

 60 Kelly Dr./Lemon Hill HP 31 157

 61 East Laurel Hill GG 32 231

 62 Kelly Dr. north of Falls Bridge KeR 30 139

 West Fairmount Park   

 63 Car Barn Trail/Belmont Plateau RH 28 131

 64 Horticulture Center – – –

 65 Belmont West (Lakes/Mann Center) HP 41 361

 66 Ford Rd. to Neil Dr. HP 21 145

 67 Greenland Nursery MB 30 105

      (continued)



Cassinia18

The Philadelphia Breeding Bird Census of 2020

Table 1. Census Blocks for Philadelphia Breeding Bird Census of 2020 (continued)

 # BLOCK DESCRIPTION SURVEYOR(S) # SPP. # IND.

Miscellaneous   

 68 Army Corps of Engineers Compound HP, GA, PM 49 600

 69 Awbury Arboretum PM 22 87

 70 Bartram’s Garden MRH, VS 38 188

 71 Burholme Park MW, PM 30 135

 72 Byberry Woods (Somerton Woods) JE 31 75

 73 Clark Park IS 9 93

 74 Clearview Landfill (78th St. to 84th St.) – – –

 75 Cumberland St. No-man’s-land – – –

 76 Delaware River Trail AZ 26 104

 77 Eastwick Meadows (Lindbergh Blvd.) DB 21 60

 78 Eastwick Meadows (Luther Place) DB 25 112

 79 Eastwick Meadows (Eastwick Ave.) DB 33 204

 80 Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) Park1  RK 48 754

 81 Fernhill Park HP 26 141

 82 Fisher Park PM 27 140

 83 Fort Mifflin GA 37 208

 84 Fluehr Park PM 25 149

 85 General Pulaski Park PM 19 53

 86 Glen Foerd SK 40 155

 87 Hunting Park – – –

 88 Independence National Park – – –

 89 Philadelphia International Airport – – –

 90 Island Green Golf Course MW, PM 44 229

 91 Heinz NWR MRH, MoG 50 513

 92 Kaskey Park/UPenn BioPond MG 10 32

 93 Kemble Park HP 12 19

 94 Lardner’s Point MW, PM 26 107

 95 Manayunk Canal JS 26 231

 96 McMichael Park NS 17 49

 97 Morris Arboretum PB 47 288

 98 Navy Yard GA 43 310

 99 Northeast Philadelphia Airport LH 38 328

 100 Northeast Water Pollution Control Plant HP 36 305

 101 Penn Treaty Park SK 20 196

 102 Philadelphia Zoo – – –

 103 Pleasant Hill Park SK 39 275

 104 Rittenhouse Square MD 8 76
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census surveys, as delineated in Table 1, and (2) breed-
ing evidence compiled from the entire year. For spe-
cies with breeding evidence, a range of dates is given in 
the italicized heading, corresponding to the first and 
last reports. Some accounts contain citations to audio 
recordings in the Macaulay Library (ML), Cornell 
University.

Annotated Species List
Breeding status:
(*) Confirmed: Nest or offspring observed.
(^) Probable: Material or food carry observed.
(§) Likely: Abundant species, but no evidence.
(×) Unlikely: Uncommon/rare species, no evidence.

* Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) 
Census (June). A total of 620 birds were counted, of 

which 48 were juveniles. One active nest was found.
Breeding evidence (March 29–July 5). The first 

report of breeding activity was on March 29, when HP 
saw “4 birds incubating” at Philadelphia Mills Pond. 
On March 30, RZ found “2 on nests” at Heinz NWR. 
Other early nests were reported at Island Green Golf 
Course (April 5, HP: “two on nest”), Poquessing Creek 
east of Philadelphia Mills (April 5, HP: “Nest down at 
the creek not the stormwater pond of the mall”), the 
south end of Wissahickon Valley Park (April 6, BD 
and ED), Tacony Creek Park (April 12, HP: “One nest 
at the pond between the hospital and the cemetery”), 
the Saylor Grove Stormwater Wetland on Lincoln 
Dr. (April 14, BD and ED), the Delaware River Trail 
at Reed Street (April 19, PM) and Bartram’s Garden 

(April 20, IS). The first chicks of the season were seen 
by RZ at Heinz NWR on April 12, after which numer-
ous observations of goslings were reported from all 
parts of the city where water flows. The last report of a 
fledgling was made on July 5.

* Mute Swan (Cygnus olor)
Census (June). A total of 8 birds were counted, of 

which 3 were juveniles.
Breeding evidence (March 5–July 17). A pair of adults 

was seen throughout February on Meadow Lake at 
FDR Park, where HP and RK eventually noticed an 
occupied nest on March 5. The first observations of 
nestlings at this site came on April 28, when BQ 
observed “two adults with five cygnets” in the nest. By 
mid-May, only 4 cygnets were present, and by mid-
June, there were only 3 left. HP noted on July 17, that 
“3 immatures [remain] from originally 5.”

At Heinz NWR on March 19, DB found “One on 
nest in “swallow island” near eagle bench. Ugh.” On 
May 15, DB expressed her frustration once again: 
“Ugh. Nesting on north end of impoundment.” How-
ever, the nests at Heinz NWR were not successful. 
On June 20, MD noted: “Bird on nest at north end of 
impoundment. This bird seems always on the nest for 
weeks and should have young already, am wondering 
if eggs were addled.”

* Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) 
Census (June). A total of 208 birds were counted, of 

which 104 were juveniles.

 # BLOCK DESCRIPTION SURVEYOR(S) # SPP. # IND.

 105 Roxborough Reservoir AB, MS 41 197

 106 Schuylkill Center PM 45 174

 107 Southampton Woods HP 36 209

 108 Southwest Water Pollution Control Plant HP, BQ, PM 38 299

 109 Temple University MP 8 47

 110 Wissinoming Park BQ 27 100

 111 Wister Woods DE 25 89

 112 Woodlands Cemetery VS 26 186

 113 Schuylkill Community Gardens MD 10 78

1 Divided by RK into four sub-blocks, each surveyed on a different day
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Breeding evidence (April 30–August 22). The earli-
est breeding evidence was on April 30, when RZ found 
a “female on nest with eggs who took flight as I walked 
by not knowing nest was there” at Heinz NWR. On 
May 14, MRH saw a “Female w/ 6 fledglings … in Lake 
Surprise area, swimming on the Cresheim Creek,” 
near the intersection of Cresheim Road and Emlen 
Street (Mt. Airy). On May 14, DB saw a “Mom with 
12 little chicks” at Heinz NWR. For the remainder of 
the summer, there were dozens of reports of juvenile 
Wood Ducks throughout the city, with estimates of 
25–30 young at some sites. The last report came from 
the Army Corps Compound, where HP saw “3 juve-
nile” on August 22.

× American Black Duck (Anas rubripes) 
Census (June). Not detected.
Breeding evidence. None. Multiple reports of 1–3 

adults mixed in with Mallard flocks at Heinz NWR in 
June and July, and one count of 10 birds “seen well” by 
MD on July 18. On July 12, when reporting 3 birds, 
GA noted: “Scarce in summer. In mixed flock with 4 
hen-plumaged Mallards.” RZ photographed a pair on 
July 16. This species was first confirmed breeding at 
Heinz NWR in 2016 (Halley and Croasdale 2018: 10) 
but was absent from the 2018 census.

* Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
Census (June). A total of 334 birds were counted, of 

which 74 were juveniles.
Breeding evidence (March 29–July 23). The earliest 

breeding evidence was on March 29, when an anony-
mous eBirder reported a “Mother & 9 very young 
fledges” on the South Schuylkill River Trail. RZ saw 
a “pair with 12 chicks” at Heinz NWR on March 30. 
Through the end of July, there were numerous reports 
of nesting activity and juveniles, from all corners of 
the city. The last report came from Heinz NWR, where 
RZ saw fledglings on July 23.

§ Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo)
Census (June). Not detected.
Breeding evidence. None. Classified as a likely 

breeder based on the number of independent reports. 
JE saw a single bird at the Schuylkill Center on April 
12. GA photographed 3 birds including a displaying 
male at Bartram’s Garden on May 7. Except for one 
observation of two birds (GV, February 23), all reports 

from Heinz NWR between January 1 and May 18 were 
of single birds. After that there were no reports until 
GG saw a single bird on September 26. In northeast 
Philly, PK reported two individuals “At Medical Mis-
sion Sisters Property off Pine Road” (Pennypack Park) 
on January 11, and one was seen in nearby Lorimer 
Park (Montgomery Co.) on May 5. JM reported 1 in 
Benjamin Rush State Park (SP) on March 12: “Seen it 
cross Thorton Rd. (just after Woodhaven) on my way 
home from the park.”

× Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) 
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence. None. KeR observed one adult at 

the East Park Reservoir / Discovery Center on June 2.

§ Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) 
Census (June). A total of 120 adult birds were 

counted.
Breeding evidence. None. Classified as a likely 

breeder based on the number of independent reports. 
MD posed the question so many have pondered after 
his survey at Rittenhouse Square on June 13: “Has 
anyone ever seen a baby pigeon? My field guides don’t 
even show what they look like. Constant residents in 
the square, and seen flying together in pairs today.”

* Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) 
Census (June). A total of 368 birds were counted, of 

which 12 were juvenile. Five active nests were found.
Breeding evidence (February 9–August 16). The first 

report of breeding activity came from Mt. Airy, where 
MP and JG saw copulations on February 9 and March 
17, respectively. MP saw an adult carrying nesting 
material on E. Allens Lane (Mt. Airy) on February 29. 
The first occupied nest was found at Heinz NWR by 
DL, a few days before March 18: “Third time seeing 
one Mourning Dove of a pair on this nest, have seen 
pair together.” Occupied nests were regularly reported 
in March and April at multiple sites including E. 
Palmer Street (March 21, JCh), Palmer Cemetery in 
Fishtown (April 2, AE) and Saylor Grove Stormwater 
Wetland (April 4, BD and ED). At Benjamin Rush SP 
on April 25, HP found “A nest really close to trail in the 
woods in the [south] section. One bird on nest with 
mate joining briefly to provide food.” On May 1, MRH 
found an occupied nest on a treefall in the northwest 
corner of Cresheim Woods, above Emlen Street, and 
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monitored it for three weeks until it fledged. An adult 
bird was sitting on the nest during checks on April 5, 
7, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20 and 22. Finally, on May 
25, MRH wrote: “5/1 nest [occupied] w/ young! One 
nestling visible, eye open, feathered head.” On May 28, 
the nest was empty, presumably fledged. HP saw “One 
pair with two fledglings” at Pennypack Park on June 3, 
between Krewstown Road and Bustleton Avenue. MW 
and PM saw “2 [adults] nest building” at Burholme 
Park on June 6. HP saw “One juvenile, one adult car-
rying nesting material” at Southampton Woods on 
June 7. GG saw a juvenile bird at Haddington Woods 
(Cobbs Creek) on June 27. One of the last reports of 
the season was a late nest with eggs found by WB on 
Sheffield Avenue near Pennypack Park on August 9: 
“Nesting on top of air conditioner, found one egg on 
the ground below smashed, probably has more.” On 
August 16, WB noted that the “Adult left nest briefly, 
revealing one young chick. (nesting on top of my air 
conditioner window unit).”

§ Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus)
Census (June). A total of 13 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. Classified as a likely 

breeder based on the number of independent reports. 
On June 13, MD saw 1 bird at Fort Mifflin: “observed 
[one] for some time, would be totally cool to find a 
nest. No such luck. In the wooded nature trail area.” 
PM later reported 1 bird at Fort Mifflin on July 
25. Multiple reports of single birds at Heinz NWR 
between June 14 and 23. SW and JB wrote on June 23: 
“Seen, long look, perched, two toned bill, rufous feath-
ers, long tail. Sunoco pipeline crossing at watery ditch 
in willow. Also afterwards heard the same bird.” On 
June 24, NH counted 4 birds at Heinz NWR during 
a long (5 mi.) hike: “Saw one and heard 3 additional.” 
Observations of 1–2 birds continued through August. 
GG heard 2 birds calling at Morris Park on June 21. 
GA, PM and HP saw one vocalizing bird at the Army 
Corps of Engineers Compound on June 27. MB and 
CC heard 1 bird calling at Greenland Nursery in West 
Fairmount Park on June 28.

In northwest Philly, KE reported a single bird at 
389 Dawson Street on June 4. MP reported 1 bird at 
Awbury Arboretum on June 7. PM saw 1 bird “eat-
ing cherries” at Fisher Park on June 20. AB “heard [1 
bird] from [the] exclosure downhill from playground” 
at Houston Meadow on June 25, and BD and ED 

reported 1 bird there the next day. AB and MS heard 
a “singing male (nasal cooing – not one of the ‘knock-
ing’ calls)” on the Lavender Trail on June 3; and MiG 
reported 1 bird there on July 25. KB reported 1 bird 
in his backyard at Livezey Lane (Wissahickon Val-
ley Park) on June 28. JG reported 1 bird in Cresheim 
Woods (Wissahickon Valley Park) on June 29: “First 
heard singing around 12:10. Continued singing inter-
mittently for another 15 minutes, flying around woods 
between white pines and Devil’s Pool. Never seen, but 
have clear audio. First [eBird] record of this species in 
Cresheim Woods hotspot. Potentially two birds, as I 
may have heard one singing in response from nearer 
to Devil’s Pool.”

In northeast Philly, HP reported 1 bird at the NE 
end of the deer exclosure between Krewstown Road 
and Bustleton Avenue (Pennypack Park) on June 3, 
and in the same area on the opposite side of Penny-
pack Creek on June 28; 1 bird just north of Frankford 
Avenue on June 12; and another at Pennypack on the 
Delaware on June 28. PK reported 1 bird near the 
Pennypack Environmental Center on June 13. At the 
Northeast Philadelphia Airport, LH heard “Two birds 
long/dry calling in close proximity in woods along 
Decatur Rd.” on June 13. HP reported 1 bird from 
Poquessing Creek Park on June 24.

× Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus) 
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence. None. TC saw a bird “on [the] 

trail north of Wises Mill Road” (Wissahickon Valley 
Park) on June 3. MD reported a bird at Heinz NWR 
on June 7.

§ Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) 
Census (June). Not detected.
Breeding evidence. None. Classified as a likely 

breeder based on the number of independent reports. 
AH made an audio recording of a calling bird at 919 
Corinthian Avenue on July 23 (ML 251137771). BR 
reported 1 bird at Awbury Arboretum on June 3 and 
10. EW and EE reported 1 bird at Heinz NWR on June 
11. LH reported 2 birds at the corner of West Ritten-
house Street and Wayne Avenue (Germantown) on 
June 4. At FDR Park, MoG reported 1 “calling” bird on 
June 29, 2 birds on July 21 (“1 by boat house, 1 on the 
edge on Broad Street”), and 2 birds on July 27 (“Call-
ing in flight”). In July, MoG submitted multiple reports 
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of 1–3 birds calling in South Philly between West Rit-
ner and West Porter Streets, about 1–3 blocks west of 
Broad Street. MiH and LD submitted four reports of 
1 bird at 1842 McClellan Street between July 11 and 
13. GA reported 1 bird at 18th and Federal Street on 
June 8, June 17, July 2 and July 28, when he wrote: “Off 
to the south, heard calling & seen doing display dives. 
Presumably booming but could not hear that at this 
distance.”

* Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica) 
Census (June). A total of 286 birds were counted. 

Two active nesting sites were found.
Breeding evidence (June 7–June 13). On June 7, GA 

reported activity that indicated a probable nesting site 
at the Navy Yard. On June 13, at his home on Tulpe-
hocken Street (Germantown), PM wrote “I have seen 
a pair going in and out of neighbors chimney for about 
a week now. Doing this all day long which make think 
they are nesting.”

* Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus 
colubris) 

Census (June). A total of 24 birds were counted. 
One active nest was found.

Breeding evidence (May 18–August 2). At Heinz 
NWR, AdB saw an adult “picking dandelion fluff and 
carrying away a big mouthful,” apparently to line its 
nest on May 18, and PM “watched [a] female right off 
[the] big boardwalk collecting cattail down for nesting 
material” on May 23. On the Schuylkill River Trail in 
East Falls on June 3, KeR saw “A female […] gathering 
fluffy fibers from seeds of a groundsel plant at the site, 
presumably for a nest. The bird then flew across to the 
west side of the Schuylkill River.” On June 7, JE saw 
nest building activity at Somerton Woods. On July 5, 
HP photographed a “female on nest next to foot bridge 
maybe 5–6 feet above the [Pennypack] creek,” on the 
north side between Bustleton Avenue and Roosevelt 
Boulevard (Pennypack Park). An occupied nest was 
found by HP at Pennypack Park on August 2, the last 
report of breeding activity for the season.

* Common Gallinule (Gallinula galeata)
Census (June). A total of 8 birds were counted, of 

which 3 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (April 28–July 29). BQ found 

a pair on the evening of April 28 on Meadow Lake 
at FDR Park. The nest was not found, but “an adult 

bird, dark grayish-blue with red face shield, with 
three fledglings” was observed by RK on June 25, and 
MoG saw “2 adults [and] 3 young” on July 1. How-
ever, one fledgling was evidently dead by the time HP 
saw “1 adult and 2 healthy juvenile” on July 17, and 
“two healthy juveniles hanging out with the swans” on 
August 26. HP, BQ and PM also saw “1 pair in one 
lagoon, another adult in the adjacent one. No fledg-
lings…” at the Southwest Philadelphia WTP on June 
29. Also, a single bird was regularly seen from January 
to June at Heinz NWR, but there was no evidence of 
nesting.

× American Coot (Fulica americana)
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence. None. A single bird was seen by 

RK at FDR Park on June 7: “Dark gray bird, with white 
bill, spotted swimming typical coot style with head 
bobs in Meadow Lake.”

* Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus)
Census (June). A total of 20 birds were counted, of 

which 1 was juvenile.
Breeding evidence (May 4–July 21). On May 4, at 

the Frankford Arsenal Boat Launch, HP saw a “Pair 
with two fledglings, maybe more in hiding,” and on 
May 10, “one family with two chicks in the retention 
pond, one additional adult on grass.” On May 16, MP 
saw a copulating pair at Heinz NWR. On June 27, at 
the Army Corps of Engineers Compound, GA, HP 
and PM saw “10 adults and 1 chick.” At Heinz NWR, 
GA saw “3 recently fledged chicks” on July 5. This may 
have been a different brood than those reported by RZ: 
“4 young (July 11), “2 young” (July 13 and 21).

* Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) 
Census (June). A total of 14 birds were counted, of 

which 3 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (June 27). On June 27, at the 

Army Corps of Engineers Compound, GA, HP 
and PM saw “At least 9 adults (including displaying 
female), plus another adult guarding his 3 fledglings. 
One additional bird did not present with the charac-
teristic spots on underside. Looks were too brief to 
discern if adult in basic plumage or juvenile. Though 
adults usually do not molt into basic plumage until 
September. So maybe another, older juvenile? Likely 
regular breeder here. [KeR] mentioned he found nest 
on site on June 2, 2001 (15 birds total on that day).”
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× Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) 
Census (June). A total of 11 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. GA saw a flock of 8 indi-

viduals fly over Fort Mifflin on June 6. SK saw 3 indi-
viduals “heading up river” at Glen Foerd on June 7.

× Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) 
Census (June). A total of 14 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None.

× Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) 
Census (June). A total of 3 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None.

× Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) 
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence. None. HP, BQ and PM saw and 

photographed 1 bird at the Southwest Philadelphia 
WTP on June 29: “Mega surprise of the day! Bird did 
a few rounds over one of the cells and diving here and 
there. We went over for a better look and it was gone. 
All white tern with black cap and all black bill. Short 
tail.”

× Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) 
Census (June). A total of 4 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. GA saw 4 individuals at 

Fort Mifflin on June 6, “heading south along river.”

× Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax 
auritus) 

Census (June). A total of 90 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None.

* Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis)
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted, which 

was “likely juvenile. very pale and streaky,” at the 
Southwest Philadelphia WTP on June 29 (HP, BQ, 
PM).

Breeding evidence (May 18–May 27). The only site 
with breeding evidence was Heinz NWR. On May 
18, AR saw an adult “building a nest directly behind 
the Eagles bench in the marsh, right where the [spat-
terdock] meets the frags.” PM watched the pair nest 
building on May 23: “First saw one sitting in a nest 
on impoundment side south of eagle bench. Later on 
my [way] back past I was watching again and a second 
Bittern came in with a twig in its beak and it climbed 
up and tried to figure out a way to hand it off to the 

other without getting it tangled in the reeds.” HM “saw 
1 egg” in the nest on May 24, after which many observ-
ers reported the nest as occupied until May 27, when 
the nest evidently failed and reports ceased.

* Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) 
Census (June). A total of 50 adult birds were 

counted.
Breeding evidence (April 4–April 25). RZ saw an 

adult carry nesting material across the impound-
ment at Heinz NWR on April 4. On April 25, MRH 
and JDW found a small rookery with 3 occupied nests 
on “Eagle Island,” on the eastern side of the impound-
ment, facing Bartram Avenue.

× Great Egret (Ardea alba) 
Census (June). A total of 12 adult birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None.

× Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) 
Census (June). Not detected.
Breeding evidence. None. A single bird was seen 

by JS at the W. B. Saul High School fields on June 
19: “Adult in breeding plumage. First observed the 
egret flying in at approximately 8:15 am. I walked up 
towards where it landed and observed it with a group 
of cattle. It was a small white egret with an orange/red 
beak, orange feathers at the top of its head and on its 
belly, orange plumes on its back, and orange legs. It 
flew back and forth between two groups of cattle. The 
egret also foraged in the high grasses near the cattle. 
The cattle and the egret moved between several fields. 
I continued to observe the egret for approximately 1½ 
hours. I saw it fly to a group of cattle at the back of the 
field. It was hidden by a berm, and I could not see it 
when it landed. It was seen by others at 12:30 [pm] and 
throughout the afternoon.”

* Green Heron (Butorides virescens) 
Census (June). A total of 14 birds were counted, of 

which 1 was juvenile. One active nest was reported.
Breeding evidence (June 16–July 19). On June 16, 

MRH and MoG saw a fledgling at Heinz NWR. On 
June 21 in West Fairmount Park, HP wrote: “One 
adult at Concourse Lake, another at Centennial Lake 
close to what looked like a partial nest on a fallen tree 
branch in the lake. At this point last year, the nest at 
Concourse Lake held 3 fully grown fledglings.” At 
Southampton Road on July 19, HP saw “One adult and 
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immature hanging out at the stormwater ponds of the 
retirement community. It would not be totally out of 
the realm of possibilities if they bred here. One adult 
seen in June for the PBBC.”

× Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus)
Census (June). A total of 11 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. HP reported a fledgling 

at the Navy Yard on September 19, but there was no 
evidence that this bird hatched in Philadelphia.

× Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)
Census (June). A total of 66 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None.

* Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Census (June). A total of 35 birds were counted, and 

5 active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (March 28–August 22). The earli-

est report of breeding activity came from Penn Treaty 
Park, where AE saw an adult “Building a nest on the 
north corner on top of the tower of the dock next to 
Philadelphia Electric Company” on March 28. PM saw 
nest building at Glen Foerd on March 29. At Heinz 
NWR, observations of nest building and material car-
ries were reported from April 2 through April 4 (RZ, 

PM, VS) after which the nest was 
occupied until June 20, when MP 
reported “3y.” On July 19, RZ wrote: 
“Only one young at nest. Appears 
[other nestlings] have left nest.”

DE found a nest at the North-
east Water Pollution Control Plant 
on June 10: “Occupied nest at Tioga 
Marine Terminal found by [RI] a 
week or so ago seen from the plant. 
One adult feeding two young in nest, 
another adult close by.” PM reported 
a nest at General Pulaski Park on 
June 20: “2 adults with 2 chicks in 
nest — one adult flew in with a fish 
and ate part of it before flying to the 
nest where the other adult tore it 
into pieces for the chicks.” The two 
young birds were fledged by June 
26 (JCh). From the Army Corps of 
Engineers Compound on June 27, 
GA, HP and PM reported “One 

occupied nest with juvenile and adult on barge on 
Delaware River (likely not reported before). Another 
nest at the Navy Yard. These birds seem to have moved 
from the nest on the USS El Paso where activity was 
seen on 5/31 to a much smaller, new one on a differ-
ent vessel.” HP wrote from the Navy Yard on July 25: 
“Earlier in the year, it looked like this pair was setting 
up shop on the USS El Paso which holds the big old 
nest. But in June we noticed a new nest on the USNS 
Hayes. Today one adult was seen with two juveniles on 
this nest. Another adult perched on the ship next to it.” 
On August 22, DB noted “3 birds on nest” at the Navy 
Yard, and a group of birders (GA, HP, LH, PM) saw 
“One juvenile on nest on river barge at Army Corps 
area. Another one, a previously undiscovered nest, on 
a lamp post on the westernmost pier at the Navy Yard. 
Two adults around with one feeding the juvenile on 
the barge at one point.”

× Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis) 
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence. None. DB photographed a single 

bird on June 7 at Eastwick Open Space (Eastwick Ave. 
access): “Rare — Date getting late. Looked up at the right 
moment, 8:05 am, to see it fairly low overhead, flying 
roughly northeast. Distinctive shape — pointed wings, 
banded tail, gray head. Circled once as I lifted camera 

Juvenile Green Herons (Butorides virescens) on nest at Concourse Lake in West 
Fairmount Park, photographed by Holger Pflicke on June 16, 2019.
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and managed one shot before it flew into sun, and I lost 
it. About 11 minutes later, Bill Reaume saw it flying over 
Awbury Arboretum. PA state/Phila county lifer!”

* Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 
Census (June). A total of 17 birds were counted. Two 

active nests and 1 adult carrying food were reported.
Breeding evidence (February 23–July 19). At Wood-

lands Cemetery, IS saw courtship behavior on Feb-
ruary 23: “Male and female, both adults. Male was 
calling and making display flights with undertail 
coverts flared. After several displays he joined the 
female in her tree. She seemed to tolerate his proxim-
ity, and when she flew off he followed close behind. I 
wish the happy couple much success!” On March 14, 
they were “carrying sticks into a white pine and copu-
lating on a nearby oak,” and on March 18, the “Male 
[was] still at work on a nest in one of the white pines 
beside the cemetery gates.” However, on April 14, IS 
wrote: “Female in nest in oak on east side of ceme-
tery. Not in the white pine I’d seen them building in 
a couple weeks ago.” On April 17, he saw the “Female 
on nest. Male came in for a shift change,” and on April 
25, the bird was “still on nest.” On May 27, IS reported: 
“Briefly saw 1 nestling head poke above nest rim. Due 
to angle I couldn’t see if there are more. 1 adult female 
perched on nest rim.” VS visited the Woodlands nest 
site on June 14, where she made an “Exact count of 
five babies with one parent feeding. The young were 
covered overall with fuzzy white down, with dark pin 
feathers starting to come in on the wings.” Finally, on 
June 14, VS reported: “Three young birds in a nest 
high in an oak tree with an adult sitting on a branch 
just above the nest. On June 4th, five young birds were 
in the nest, presumably they didn’t all make it.”

At Heinz NWR, RZ “Observed [a] hawk leaving 
nest and then feeding near nest” on March 29, and saw 
adults at the site at during 11 visits between April 1 and 
23. PM visited (presumably) the same site on April 23, 
writing: “possible nest but haven’t seen the female sit-
ting in the nest yet. Male brings food close to nest and 
female comes flying in to get it from him. He makes 
call to get her attention.” On April 25, PM “saw male 
bringing a stick to the nest. female doesn’t seem to be 
sitting on eggs yet; nest between Haul Rd. and Pipeline 
cut. Also saw 2 flying over high together.” On April 27, 
RZ saw “one on nest.” This nest appears to have failed 
because, on May 9, WB “Watched a Cooper’s Hawk 
build a nest along the pipeline cut for about 20 mins, 

would leave and come back with nesting material.” No 
more breeding observations were reported at Heinz 
NWR after May 9.

At Poquessing Creek Park, HP wrote on March 
29: “Main reason for coming here today. New nest 
a mere 50 ft. away from the old one. Female giving 
the ‘whaaa’ call with male close by.” On April 12, HP 
saw the “Female on nest, but not incubating. Merely 
adjusting things.” On May 2, HP saw the “Female low 
on nest.” On May 30, he saw the “female on nest work-
ing on a rodent. not sure if young in nest.” On June 
7, LH saw “One adult on [presumably the same] nest, 
one flying nearby. No young visible, but hard to see 
the nest.” On June 30, LH wrote: “The nest appeared 
empty although hard to see. Still at least 1 adult hang-
ing in vicinity, looked to be carrying food. Have not 
seen any young birds associated with this nest.” How-
ever, HP visited the site on July 19 with better news: 
“Looks like we have a winner! One juvenile hanging 
out close to nest and bathing in Black Lake Run. 2nd 
year female mama repeatedly calling and molting into 
a more adult looking like plumage. Eyes getting orange 
as well. Interesting that this juvenile was missed.”

At the Schuylkill Center, PM saw a copulation on 
April 16: “heard them making chatter calls and then 
saw them both flying together at edge of White Pines 
and farm area. They landed in same tree and contin-
ued making chatter calls and then the male flew over 
to female and mated with her.” On June 13, PM revis-
ited the site and wrote: “Flying in Pine grove where I 
believe they are nesting on the back west side. Wit-
nessed the pair breed couple weeks ago. The Pine 
grove was heavily damaged in the last storm and is 
closed off so unable to check for actual nest.”

At the Navy Yard, GA saw an adult carry food on 
June 7, but no nest was found.

* Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 
Census (June). A total of 11 birds were counted, of 

which 2 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (January 8–July 12). The first 

report with breeding evidence came from Pennypack 
on the Delaware, where WB saw “both on nest” on 
January 8. Thereafter, the occupied nest was reported 
many times until April 11, when IS saw “1 adult on 
nest feeding two eaglets.” On April 28, MRH wrote: 
“At least two young in nest. One was standing up peri-
odically, stretching out its wings, and the top of the 
other’s head was visible. One of the adults was perched 
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nearby.” On May 5, HP reported that “the two eaglets 
are getting big!” On May 24, MP saw “One juvenile fly-
ing [and one] young in the nest with adult.” On June 7, 
PM saw “2 adults close to nest and 2 young practicing 
flying in the area.”

At Heinz NWR, DB saw an adult “sitting low on 
nest” on February 17. The adults were regularly seen 
occupying and coming to and from the nest until April 
2, when RZ saw the first evidence of hatching: “Two at 
nest, bringing food to nest.” There were no observa-
tions of breeding evidence in May or June. Finally, on 
July 12, GA saw “2 juvs. 3 adults.”

§ Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence (April 30). The only breeding evi-

dence was reported by DO, who saw an adult carrying 
nesting material at Heinz NWR on April 30. However, 
this bird may have been nesting in nearby Delaware 
County. Solo adults were reported by multiple observ-
ers at Heinz NWR between June 2 and July 29, and KJ 
saw 1 bird at Houston Meadow on July 14.

* Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence (March 1–July 26). The first report 

with breeding evidence was on March 1, when HP saw 
“two adults copulating, nest in the woods” in South-
ampton Woods, then continued to monitor them for 
nearly 3 months. On March 21, HP and GA found the 
“female on nest.” On May 10, HP wrote: “Nest not vis-
ible but calls of at least one fledgling heard. Two adults 
in close vicinity.” Another nest was at nearby Benjamin 
Rush SP, where HP saw “One adult super low on nest. 
Initially couldn’t make out anything, but after 15 min 
the bird moved and her mate arrived and took over 
duties” on April 25. On May 23, he saw “One big, but 
very wet juvenile on nest with both adults close by.”

Another early nest was found by RZ at Heinz NWR 
on March 4, which was regularly monitored (RZ, 
ReS, PM) until the first nestlings were reported by 
RZ on May 12. However, there were no more reports 
after May 13, probably because the nest failed. ReS 
observed a second nesting attempt at Heinz (i.e., by 
a different pair) on April 14, but this attempt was not 
monitored thereafter: “Building a nest on far side of 
NWR impoundment outskirts. Far from the trail. Can 
see it with the naked eye but binoculars work best. Saw 
it leaving the nest and flew over our heads.”

At Somerton Woods on March 29, HP saw a 
“Female on new nest. Got spooked by me walking on 
the trail. Came back after 5 min. Hope nest is not too 
close to trail with all the ATV and off-road vehicles 
here.” HP also found a nest in Poquessing Creek Park, 
just over the county line: “One on nest just 50 feet 
across creek in Bucks County.” MW and PM found a 
nest with two fully-grown nestlings at Lardner’s Point 
Park on June 6. At Tacony Creek Park, HP wrote on 
June 19: “Two adults and an immature at the edge of 
Oakland Cemetery. Did not find nest earlier in the 
year but this is likely the pair from the Friends Hos-
pital campus.” At Wissinoming Park on June 23, BQ 
saw a “Pair perched next to a nest that appears to be 
unoccupied. Two immature types nearby.” At Awbury 
Arboretum on June 24, PM wrote: “Pair from yester-
day found nest on cell tower close by with 2 juveniles 
in nest.” Fledglings were reported from Wakefield Park 
(June 28, DE) and Island Green Golf Course (July 26, 
HP: “Adult with 2 juveniles. There used to be a nest in 
the clump of tall trees on the Montco side, but thought 
that was gone. Maybe not. Or maybe they bred some-
where else close by. That pale adult has been around 
for a long time.”

* Eastern Screech-owl (Megascops asio) 
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence (June 8–June 17). LV photo-

graphed “2 adults and 4 fledglings” at 7210 Cresheim 
Road (Mt. Airy) on the morning of June 8. That eve-
ning at 8:50 pm, MRH met LV at the corner of West 
Allens Lane and Charlton Street and made audio 
recordings of the birds (Macaulay Library 242058301, 
242058361, 242058401). JG saw the same birds on 
nearby Charlton Street on June 17.

There were also many reports of this species 
during the breeding season, but evidence of breed-
ing was not obtained. MRH found 1 red phase bird 
in Cresheim Woods on March 24, “just below the 
McCallum bridge, tucked in a tree cavity about 20 m 
from the ground,” which was subsequently observed 
by many birders (JE, JG, LV, AB, MS, PS) until May 
1, after which it vanished; no breeding evidence was 
obtained. CJW heard 1 bird singing at Fitler Square 
on May 5. DeM reported 1 bird at Pennypack on the 
Delaware on May 7. Multiple birders (PM, BQ, JG) 
reported 1 bird near the Pennypack Environmental 
Center on May 9, and WB photographed a bird there 
on May 13, “Roosting in a tree just above the main 
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path along the creek. Would have never noticed it 
if it wasn’t for a Carolina Chickadee causing a com-
motion.” In Carpenter’s Woods, many birders (JG, 
LV, ED, BD, PM) reported 1 bird until May 12, after 
which there were no more reports. At the Schuylkill 
Center, many birders (PM, BQ, MT, LT, DB) reported 
and photographed a red phase bird on May 17–18. 
HP saw 1 gray morph bird at Pennypack Park on 
June 8, being “Mobbed by Jays, Wood Thrush, Bal-
timore Oriole and Catbirds. Couldn’t have cared less 
though.” AB “heard [one] calling, downhill toward 
Bells Mill” at Andorra Natural Area (Wissahickon 
Valley Park) on July 18.

* Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) 
Census (June). A total of 3 birds were counted, of 

which 1 was juvenile.
Breeding evidence (February 17–May 5). JoB pho-

tographed an adult sitting on a nest at Heinz NWR 
on February 17, which was seen and photographed by 
FW and DB on February 23 (“sitting on former Coo-
per’s Hawk nest”). This nest was occupied until March 
2, according to multiple reports, after which it appar-
ently failed. PM observed 2 fledglings at Pennypack 

Park on April 1: “Was looking for a Pileated Wood-
pecker I heard calling and saw something big mov-
ing in a tree and it was one of two baby Great-horned 
Owls and mother. The two owlets were practicing 
flying from branch to branch — not very good at it 
and were landing in some thin twigs in the tree. Not 
very steady at all. They would make little calls once in 
a while. They were annoying Mom, who was sitting 
close to them, but she flew off to the edge of the tree 
with her back to them and watched over the valley and 
creek below. Awesome experience.” PM shared the 
location of the nest with MP, who observed it on April 
3: “we found the adult close to 2 young.” HP also saw 
fledglings in Pennypack Park (between Krewstown 
Road and Holme Avenue) on April 5, which may have 
been from a different brood.

MRH located a nest in the white pine stand on 
Cresheim Creek (Wissahickon Valley Park) on April 
20: “nest w/ 1 large owlet. The nestling is standing up 
in nest — quite big. Adult perched 2 m away. The nest 
is ~20 m up in big white pine tree.” The nest was moni-
tored daily by MRH and LV and the owlet fledged on 
April 26. It was still present at the nest site on April 
28, when MRH wrote: “GHOW owlet is visible, in the 

Eastern Screech-Owl (Megascops asio) fledglings roosting in the Mt. Airy neighborhood, photographed by Leor Veleanu 
on June 8, 2020.
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nest tree, perched about 2 m from nest on branch. One 
of the adults is perched ~20 m away in different pine 
tree, about the same height. A large group of AMCR 
[American Crows] came by and harassed them — I 
recorded some of the clamor w/ my shotgun mic” (ML 
228579221). The last report of these birds was on May 
5, when MRH wrote: “Adult seen perched high in a 
white pine tree (in the big stand), and the fledgling was 
tucked in by the trunk.”

* Barred Owl (Strix varia) 
Census (June). A total of 4 birds were counted, of 

which 2 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (March 17–June 23). A nest moni-

tored in Carpenter’s Woods by many local birders 
may have been the first documented nesting of this 
species in Philadelphia County. On March 17, AB 
and MS wrote: “Over the last several days, 1 Barred 
Owl has been sitting on the same branch in the same 
large white pine within Carpenter’s Woods. Since at 
least Sunday [March 15] the second Barred Owl has 
been heard calling from across Wissahickon Ave. (I 
had presumed this was the female, possibly at nest). 
Today, for the first time, both Barred Owls have been 
in that pine within Carpenter’s Woods, all day. At 6:45 
[pm] the female flew into a nearby white oak where 
she remained until 7:20 [pm], when she flew back into 

the pine. She then flew back out almost immediately to 
a deciduous tree just across the path from their white 
pine; the male followed; they copulated. (She remained, 
he returned to his perch in the pine.).” On March 27, 
PM wrote: “Finally witnessed them mate today. Twice 
in the hour I was there. Also witness[ed] them check-
ing out a possible nest cavity close by. Fingers crossed.” 
RK reported two adults at Carpenters Woods on April 
1: “Continuing, both hooting at each other in the pines 
on private property along Wissahickon Ave.” On April 
2, JG wrote: “Exchanged hoots between two different 
conifers, then one flew into the central conifer, where 
they mated.” BW photographed an adult on May 17. 
On June 2, AB and MS wrote: “Adult female seen (pic); 
male seen later near meadow; owlet fledged the night 
before (6/1) seen; owlet #2 seen peering out of hole in 
nest snag.” On June 3, AB wrote: “1 adult (male) heard 
near meadow, adult female (pic) perched between trail 
and Sedgwick, making soft whiny calls. Thwacked on 
the head by a Wood Thrush; harassed by a second 
Wood Thrush, 2 Titmice, and 2 Blue Jays (which both 
made contact); buzzed by a Ruby-throated Humming-
bird. She barely blinked. Owlet in snag vocalized when 
Blue Jay entered/exited snag. Did not the detect owlet 
who fledged on [June 1].” JG saw “two fledglings” on 
June 21. FW saw and photographed the juveniles on 
June 23.

Barred Owl (Strix varia) youngsters enjoying each other’s company in the Carpenter’s Woods section of Wissahickon Valley 
Park, photographed by Anne Bekker on June 24, 2020.
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* Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon)
Census (June). A total of 9 birds were counted, of 

which 1 was juvenile.
Breeding evidence (June 24). During his survey of 

Poquessing Creek Park on June 24, HP observed a 
“Pair with juvenile at pond along the west end of the 
Bensalem Country Club in Bucks County. Juvenile 
determined by rusty color in the breast band. Male 
only showed up briefly, but female interacted a lot with 
juvenile though no feeding was observed. Pond looks 
pretty much dead/unhealthy. Female also headed off 
to “hunt” along creek. There is no place to dig a burrow 
along the pond but the banks of the creek are 6–8 feet 
high in this area which leaves ample room for that.”

* Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus) 
Census (June). A total of 251 birds were counted, of 

which 13 were juvenile. Eight active nests were found.
Breeding evidence (April 18–August 16). The first 

report of breeding activity (not counting cavity exca-
vation) was from Cresheim Woods (Wissahickon Val-
ley Park), where JG observed a copulation on April 18. 
An occupied nest was found in Carpenter’s Woods by 
PM on May 1. MRH monitored a nest in Cresheim 
Woods for two weeks: “RBWO — nest in dead tree 
cavity on Cresheim Rd.” (May 12); “adult left nest cav-
ity (found yesterday). The voices of the begging nest-
lings were heard after the adult flew away” (May 13); 
“adult went in nest on Cresheim Rd., nestlings heard” 
(May 16); “nest on Cresheim Rd. still active. [Adults] 
going in, nestlings audible” (May 21); “nest still active. 
Adult delivered food” (May 28). HP observed and 
photographed “One pair at nest site with female on 
nest, 7 other birds calling” at Pennypack Park on June 
3, between Krewstown Road and Bustleton Avenue. 
AB and MS saw a pair “at cavity; female seen entering 
different cavity” on the Lavender Trail (Wissahickon 
Valley Park) on June 3. Numerous observations of 
young and nesting activities were reported through-
out June. The last breeding observation of the season 
was two fledglings seen by MP at Morris Arboretum 
on August 16: “2 FL. Four were together in the same 
tree, and one of them was eating a Spotted Lanternfly!”

* Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens)
Census (June). A total of 213 birds were counted, of 

which 26 were juvenile. Two active nests were found.
Breeding evidence (April 5–July 20). There were 

several reports of courtship behavior in early April, 

including by MRH who saw a pair “chasing around 
the trunk in circles, fluttering wings, stare-down on a 
branch, etc.” in Cresheim Woods (Wissahickon Valley 
Park) on April 5. At Woodlands Cemetery, IS saw a 
pair copulating on April 18. During the rest of April 
and early May, there were several reports of birds going 
in and out of cavities presumed to contain active nests, 
including JG’s observation at Carpenter’s Woods of 
adults “repeatedly entering and exiting a cavity high in 
a forked snag.” Fledglings were first observed by SCh 
on May 25, at Cobbs Creek Park, after which many 
observations of fledglings and adults feeding young 
were reported, the last coming from Heinz NWR on 
July 20.

* Hairy Woodpecker (Leuconotopicus villosus)
Census (June). A total of 37 birds were counted, of 

which 3 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (April 29–July 12). The first 

report with breeding evidence came from Awbury 
Arboretum on April 29, when MP found an active 
nest, which was monitored until fledglings were 
observed June 7. AB and MS saw an adult “flying low 
w/ grub then [heard a] racket made by young … heard 
but couldn’t actually find cavity” on the Lavender Trail 
(Wissahickon Valley Park) on June 3. AB and MS saw 
a juvenile with its parents at Carpenter’s Woods on 
June 15. HP saw “one adult with one juv” on June 16 
in West Fairmount Park, and on June 18, “one juve-
nile and adult together” in Pennypack Park, between 
Krewstown Road and Holme Avenue. In his Mt. Airy 
backyard on June 16, JG saw “Three woodpeckers for-
aging on the pergola and the Wisteria stem. Pair of 
adults poking around first (they also eat at the plat-
form and suet feeder), and then a juvenile male with 
an orange head patch flew in, and was fed by the adult 
male.” Other reports of recently fledged young came 
from Fisher Park (June 20, PM), Wissahickon Valley 
Park between Walnut Ln. and Kitchens Ln. (July 3, 
MD) and Heinz NWR (July 12, GA), after which there 
were no more reports of breeding activity.

§ Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) 
Census (June). A total of 13 adult birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. Classified as a likely 

breeder based on the number of independent reports. 
AB and MS reported a “pair seen near Ellet entrance” 
of Carpenter’s Woods on June 2, noting that “they’ve 
been in that area for several weeks; it’s possible that 
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female seen near spring was a different bird but I can’t 
be certain.” Single birds were reported in Carpenter’s 
Woods until June 23, but none in July and there was 
no evidence of breeding. TC heard 1 bird near Summit 
Avenue (Roxborough) on June 3. AB also saw a female 
“just south of Summit Ave.” on June 6, and SB reported 
1 bird from there on June 19. MS and PB heard 1 bird 
drumming in Wissahickon Valley Park, between Wal-
nut Lane and Kitchens Lane on June 13. DE reported 
1 bird at the south end of Wissahickon Valley Park on 
June 26. LuA reported 1 bird at the north end of Wis-
sahickon Valley Park on July 12.

In Pennypack Park, PK saw a pair at the Pennypack 
Environmental Center on June 9, presumably the same 
birds reported by WB on July 17 and 20. HP heard 1 
bird calling in Pennypack Park south of Holme Avenue 
on June 13. A single bird was reported multiple times 
at Heinz NWR between June 16–24. AL saw 3 birds 
at the Wissahickon Environmental Center on June 19, 
which “Called to each other, then deep drumming. 
Difficult to spot as they moved quickly.” GG reported 
2 birds at Morris Park on June 21.

* Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus)
Census (June). A total of 183 birds were counted, 

of which 9 were juvenile. Two active nests were found.
Breeding evidence (April 7–July 11). MRH observed 

courtship behavior in Cresheim Woods on April 7: 
“Two males chasing each other and calling loudly in 
the vicinity of a dead tree with a freshly excavated 
cavity. Another bird (presumably female) was seen 
briefly at the entrance to the hole. She poked her head 
in, but did not go in. I assume there will be a nest in 
this cavity in the coming weeks.” During a visit to 
Cresheim Woods on April 9, JG wrote: “Two flickers 
flew in and one went into a deep, old-looking gash 
in a tree, with a mound of wood shavings inside.” DE 
wrote “One pair observed together excavating a hole” 
at the Cobbs Creek Environmental Center on April 16. 
Many reports of fledglings and nesting activities were 
thereafter reported, the last coming from Heinz NWR 
on July 11.

* American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
Census (June). A total of 2 adult birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (April 9–June 22). On April 9, 

BB saw a pair copulating “on TV antenna on top of a 
house near mine” in West Philadelphia. On June 22, 

BB photographed “Two fledglings on top of chimney 
in the middle of the 4900 block of Chancellor Street, 
with adult female” (West Philadelphia). The same day, 
VS wrote: “Known nest in the area, many thanks to 
[BB] for showing us around! Two adults and at least 
two young.” HP saw a single bird “flying over the 
sanitation center across Delaware Avenue” at the NE 
Water Pollution Control Plant on June 10.

* Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus)
Census (June). A total of 5 adult birds were counted. 

Two active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (February 28–July 6). The first 

report with breeding evidence came on February 28, 
when MP witnessed a copulation at Temple Univer-
sity. On March 9, TC and DE observed a pair “on 
and around the steeple tower of St. [Cyprian] church 
across 63rd Street from [Cobbs Creek Park] for about 
an hour. Presumed male seen delivering prey to pre-
sumed female. Repeated calls heard, as well as chatter-
ing vocalization when both birds were present. [TC] 
had mentioned observing a pair at various locations 
in the general area.” On March 11, at the same site, TC 
and DE saw the “Continuing pair across street at St. 
[Cyprian] tower. Both birds present off and on while 
observing in afternoon, including an observed food 
drop from presumed [male] to presumed [female].”

GA noted a bird “As usual perched up atop the 
[Tacony Palmyra] bridge” at Lardner’s Point Park on 
April 19, where DE saw “Both adults flying around 
TP bridge and area, known nest site” on May 30. MP 
saw an occupied nest at Temple University on May 11, 
which had nestlings on May 21 and 26. At the same 
site on June 4, MP saw a “Male and female around the 
hole. Male brought a prey to the hole”; and on June 9, 
“A few minutes after feeding the nestlings (7:30 pm), 
they copulated” (MP). On June 18, there were still 
“four youngsters” in the nest; on June 25, MP saw the 
“Female and 3 FL”; and on July 6, MP saw “2 FL.”

On June 27, GA, HP and PM saw one from the 
Army Corps of Engineers Compound: “Adult under 
Girard Point Bridge. Nest box appeared empty.”

Art McMorris reported the following results for 
known nest sites: 2400 Chestnut Street (2 fledg-
lings); Ben Franklin Bridge (3 fledglings); City Hall 
(4 unhatched eggs); Girard Point Bridge (nested, 
re-nested and failed); St. John the Baptist Church 
in Manayunk (4 fledglings); St. Cyprian Church (no 
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confirmed nesting); Tacony-Palmyra 
Bridge (5 unhatched eggs); Temple Uni-
versity (4 fledglings); and Walt Whit-
man Bridge (3 fledglings).

* Eastern Wood-Pewee (Contopus 
virens) 

Census (June). A total of 116 birds 
were counted. One active nest was 
found.

Breeding evidence (June 13–August 
26). HP observed “One bird building 
nest, another singing, [in] two sepa-
rate locations” in Pennypack Park on 
June 13, between the Holme Avenue 
and Welsh Road. MP also watched an 
adult building a nest at the Schuylkill 
Center on June 13. At Somerton Woods, 
JE “observed [an adult] on nest briefly. 
Pewee flew off nest before I could get a 
picture.” At Sedgley Woods on August 
26, MRH wrote: “Three birds seen 
together, presumably a family unit, foraging rela-
tively low in the forest midstory (~3 m from ground). 
One bird, presumably an immature bird, made short 
“shree” calls, plaintive and quieter than normal song.”

* Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens) 
Census (June). A total of 40 birds were counted. 

Numerous observations were made along Wissa-
hickon Creek and its side streams. One to three sing-
ing individuals were recorded at Cobbs Creek Park, 
Morris Park, Pennypack Park, Poquessing Creek Park, 
and West Fairmount Park.

Breeding evidence (June 2–July 12). The earliest 
reports with breeding evidence came from Heinz 
NWR, where RZ observed a pair building a nest on 
June 2. This site was monitored by RZ, who repeatedly 
observed a sitting adult at the nest from June 9 to June 
26, and young in the nest on June 29, after which the 
nest was evidently depredated. On July 8, RZ wrote: 
“Previously observed bird nest building at this loca-
tion and later on [June 29] observed young in the nest. 
That nest was empty today and bird was building nest 
in same tree a bit higher.” The new nest was occupied 
from July 13 to July 25 (RZ, MP) and RZ saw nestlings 
on July 28, after which there were no more reports. 
GA reported “1 recently fledged juv along Haul Rd.” 

at Heinz NWR on July 12, which was evidently from a 
different pair. AB and MS noted 1 of 8 birds carrying 
food in Houston Woods on June 12.

* Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii)
Census (June). A total of 68 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (June 7–July 26). The first report 

with breeding evidence came on June 7, when DL saw 
an adult carrying nesting material at Heinz NWR. AZ 
saw an adult carrying material on June 14, at the Del-
aware River Trail at Reed Street, noting that it was a 
“Lifer.” LH saw an adult carrying food at the Northeast 
Philadelphia Airport on June 24. SiB saw two fledg-
lings being fed at Heinz NWR on July 17. HP counted 
16 individuals at Island Green Golf Course on July 26, 
including “One carrying food, two family units of 4 
each.”

* Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe)
Census (June). A total of 16 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (May 20–July 29). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Cresheim Woods 
(Wissahickon Valley Park) on May 20, where JG saw 
“One carrying food, flicking tail, and perching on 
one branch after another in large tree before penulti-
mate house leading down Gate House Ln. Then flew 

Incubating Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) seen by Gregg Gorton, 
Molly Daly, Joel Greenberg, and Jason Weckstein in the willows along the 
edge of the impoundment at Heinz NWR, photographed by Jason D. Weck-
stein on June 23, 2019. 
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carries were seen at Fluehr Park (June 20, PM) and 
General Pulaski Park (June 20, PM). On July 28, HP 
saw “1 adult with 2 juvenile, with one being fed a drag-
onfly, [plus] 3 separate juveniles” at FDR Park. Other 
reports of fledglings came from Heinz NWR (e.g., July 
8, RZ; July 12, GA), the Horticultural Center in West 
Fairmount Park (August 8, HP) and Bartram’s Garden 
(August 14, JCh).

* White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus)
Census (June). A total of 2 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (May 12–June 2). The first record 

of breeding activity came from Heinz NWR, where JM 
found an occupied nest on May 12, which was sub-
sequently observed by MD on May 16. PM “saw one 
going to a nest on dike road” at Heinz NWR on June 
2, and a pair also seen on June 12 (DO) and June 28 
(TS) may have been the nest owners. There were sev-
eral other observations of singing birds for which no 
breeding evidence was obtained. TC reported a sing-
ing bird on June 3 on the Yellow Trail near Summit 
Avenue (Wissahickon Valley Park) that had been pres-
ent for more than 7 days. On June 8, on the north side 
of Pennypack Creek between Bustleton Avenue and 
Roosevelt Boulevard (Pennypack Park), HP captured 
an audio recording (ML 242274181) of a “Bird singing 
in appropriate habitat. Either late migrant or — dare 
I say it — on territory? Need to check back later”. HP 
returned to the site on July 5, and the bird was “still 
singing in same area seen and heard on [June 8].”

× Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo flavifrons)
Census (June). A total of 2 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None.

* Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus)
Census (June). A total of 236 birds were counted. 

Three food carries were observed.
Breeding evidence (May 5–July 3). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Pennypack Park, where 
HP saw an adult building a nest on May 5. Occupied 
nests were found by DO at FDR Park on May 15; and 
by BR at Awbury Arboretum on May 18; and by SCh 
at Cobbs Creek Park on May 30. LaH watched a pair 
feeding young in a nest at a residence on Indian Queen 
Ln. (East Falls) on June 8. PM found “one sitting on 
a nest” at Fort Mifflin on June 14. On June 16, at the 
Saylor Grove Stormwater Wetland (Wissahickon Val-
ley Park), BD and ED saw “one seen flying from across 

off somewhere. One also singing by creek.” HP found 
an occupied nest at Pennypack Park on May 24: “One 
bird on nest under bridge over Rockledge Brook.” 
MP found a nest “in the back of the [Cope] house” at 
Awbury Arboretum on June 3, where fledglings were 
observed by PM on June 21: “Nesting on porch of 
Cope House. Bird was on nest when I walked up and it 
flew to a nearby tree. There was someone on the porch 
that worked there giving out info on the park and she 
told me when she went to sweep the porch that morn-
ing there was a broken egg on the porch under the 
nest. The nest looks like it leans a little so hopefully no 
more fall out. Unable to see in the nest but like I said 
it was sitting on the nest when I arrived so hopefully 
still has a couple left.” PK saw adults feeding fledglings 
near the Pennypack Environmental Center on June 15. 
MP saw two fledglings in his backyard in Mt. Airy on 
July 1, and Ailes and Dodson saw fledglings at Heinz 
NWR on July 29.

^ Great Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus)
Census (June). A total of 93 birds were counted. 

Two food carries were observed.
Breeding evidence (May 17–July 16). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Heinz NWR, where 
BrB saw an adult carrying nesting material on May 17, 
and ADM saw a material carry on May 27. At FDR 
Park, VS saw a material carry on May 24. Another 
material carry was seen by SCh in Cobbs Creek Park 
on May 31. Adults carrying food were observed at the 
Army Corps of Engineers Compound (May 31, GA and 
HP), Wissinoming Park (June 23, BQ), Awbury Arbo-
retum (June 24, PM) and Heinz NWR (July 16, LH).

* Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus) 
Census (June). A total of 75 birds were counted. Two 

food carries and one material carry were observed.
Breeding evidence (June 5–August 14). The first 

report of breeding activity came from Heinz NWR, 
where RZ watched a pair building a nest “in dead wil-
lows across from Hoy’s pond” on June 5. Nest building 
was also observed at the Delaware River Trail at Reed 
Street (June 7, AZ) and Island Green Golf Course (June 
7, MW and PM: “1 pair carrying nesting material to 
probable nest site”). The first fledglings were observed 
by MRH and MoG on June 16 at Heinz NWR. On June 
20, HP found a nest on Southampton Road, “close to 
[Roosevelt] Blvd. with another adult perched next to 
it. 2 other adults in another corner of the site.” Food 
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Lincoln [Drive] with food. Have been consistently 
heard and seen here since May.” At Cobbs Creek Envi-
ronmental Center on June 19, DE found “A family 
group of 3 in the treetops feeding together, one sing-
ing as they flitted around. Separate males singing else-
where.” HP saw a “pair with fledgling” on Southampton 
Road in northeast Philadelphia on June 20. In late June, 
food carries were seen at Fluehr Park (June 20, PM), 
Awbury Arboretum (June 24, PM), and the Southwest 
Philadelphia WTP (June 29, BQ, HP and PM). MP saw 
a fledgling at Morris Arboretum on July 3.

* Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) 
Census (June). A total of 143 birds were counted, of 

which 1 was juvenile. One food carry was observed.
Breeding evidence (June 20–June 22). At Fisher 

Park on June 20, PM saw “one adult feeding a recently 
fledged young.” PM saw an adult carrying food at 
Awbury Arboretum on June 22.

* Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) 
Census (June). A total of 301 birds were counted, of 

which 3 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (April 5–September 9). The ear-

liest reports with breeding evidence were from the 
Saylor Grove Stormwater Wetland (Wissahickon Val-
ley Park), where BD and ED saw an adult carrying 
nesting material on April 5. Several other observations 
of nest building activities were reported from April 7 
through April 20. On Tulpehocken Street (German-
town) on April 20, PM found “two pairs nesting in a 
row of American Holly in my neighbor’s yard. They 
are constantly fly[ing] in and out.” A nest found by HP 
in West Fairmount Park on April 28 was “raided” by 
American Crows, and a second nest there led HP to 
remark on May 15: “I mean seriously. The nest was 
10 feet off the trail at eye level. Put in a little bit more 
effort in hiding.” Numerous reports of juvenile birds 
and other nesting activities continued throughout the 
summer, the last being a fledgling observed at Indian 
Queen Lane (East Falls) on September 9.

* American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) 
Census (June). A total of 81 birds were counted, of 

which 4 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (March 10–June 25). The earliest 

reports with breeding evidence were from Cresheim 
Woods (Wissahickon Valley Park), where JG saw an 
adult carrying nesting material on March 10. Nest 

building was observed on the Delaware River Trail at 
Reed Street (March 18, AZ), Weccacoe Playground 
(April 5–14, AZ) and Cobbs Creek Park (April 19, 
SCh). The nest at Weccacoe Playground was occupied 
from April 15 to April 23, after which no more reports 
were made, presumably due to failure. HP found an 
occupied nest on the Boxer’s Trail (East Fairmount 
Park) on April 28. In Carpenter’s Woods, JG reported 
a nest with young on May 6, which was presumably 
where an adult carrying food observed by AB and 
MS on June 15 was headed. At Houston Meadow, AB 
and MS heard the “begging calls of young” on June 
9, and AB saw an adult carrying food on June 17. At 
Woodland Cemetery on June 14, VS wrote: “Identi-
fication confirmed by call. A family unit of five was 
seen, with at least two young that were getting fed. The 
young birds were recognizable by their fuzzier plum-
age and fleshy corners of their beaks.” PM found a nest 
at Awbury Arboretum on June 22, “on edge of Chew 
Ave. in McNabbtown Field — both [adults] sitting at 
nest until RT Hawks started circling and they both 
went after the hawks. Saw at least 2 recently hatched 
chicks pop their heads up — they were very pink look-
ing.” The last report came on June 25, when HP visited 
Poquessing Creek Park: “While one might say that 
these are just crows, I was delighted to see a pair with 
two fledglings. I wonder if the Philly population has 
rebounded to previous levels after the crash in num-
bers in the early 21st century, presumably due to [West 
Nile] virus.”

* Fish Crow (Corvus ossifragus) 
Census (June). A total of 46 birds were counted. 

Two active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (April 7–June 7). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Penn Treaty Park, 
where AE saw a pair nest building on April 7. MD 
observed an adult carrying nesting material at the 
intersection of South 23rd Street and St. James Street 
on April 18, and Rittenhouse Square on May 1, where 
he confirmed nest building from May 15 to May 20. 
After revisiting the site on June 13, MD wrote: “…
nest was being built since early May, but recent heavy 
storms and high winds seemed to impact usage. In 
fact, I thought it was destroyed and couldn’t see it, until 
I heard the birds today. One was perched near the nest, 
but the birds flew on, so I think they’ve abandoned it. I 
will keep my eye on it.” On June 27, MD wrote: “[This 
nest] may have been abandoned after severe wind 
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storm a few weeks ago.” MW and PM found and pho-
tographed a nest with 1 nestling attended by 2 adults 
at Island Green Golf Course on June 7.

× Common Raven (Corvus corax)
Census (June). A total of 2 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. HP saw an individual 

at the NE Water Pollution Control Plant on June 10: 
“Bird sitting low on a structure at the old Richmond 
Generating Station across Delaware Ave. Croaking. 
This defunct building from the early 1900s always 
seems like a good place for a breeding pair. Nobody 
ever managed to find evidence though.” PM saw a 
“Pair [fly] over and heard croaking noise shortly after 
not far away” from Schuylkill Center on June 8.

* Carolina Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis) 
Census (June). A total of 176 birds were counted, of 

which 23 were juvenile. One active nest reported.
Breeding evidence (March 27–June 21). The earli-

est report of breeding activity came from Lemon Hill 
(East Fairmount Park), where HP saw an adult carry-
ing nesting material on March 27. Nest building was 
observed in Wissahickon Valley Park by CC and MB 
on April 4 and April 5 and in Carpenter’s Woods by JG 
on April 7. MRH observed and recorded a pair pros-
pecting a nest cavity in Cresheim Woods on April 7 
(ML 221790331): “recorded [male?] singing and call-
ing at [entrance] of possible nest cavity. I left area and 
watched from a distance. Pair arrived and one was the 
sentinel while the other examined inside the hole.” 
AB and MS saw “2 adults and 2 young (one got fed)” 
on the Lavender Trail (Wissahickon Valley Park) on 
June 3. HP saw “one adult with 2 juvenile” in Penny-
pack Park on June 18, between Krewstown Road and 
Holme Avenue. PM observed “2 pairs of adults each 
with 2 recently fledged young making lots of noise 
and being fed by parents” at Fluehr Park on June 20. 
Numerous reports of fledglings and nesting activities 
continued throughout June. The last report of a fledg-
ling was at West Fairmount Park on June 21, where HP 
saw “2 adults feeding 2 fledglings.”

* Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor)
Census (June). A total of 95 birds were counted, of 

which 14 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (June 1–July 18). MRH saw par-

ents feeding 2 fledglings near Blue Bell Park (Wissa-

hickon Valley Park) on June 1. AB and MS saw parents 
with a fledgling at Carpenter’s Woods on June 2. HP 
saw “one pair feeding four juv, plus one adult carrying 
food” at Pennypack Park on June 3, between Krews-
town Road and Bustleton Avenue. After these, many 
other observations of breeding activity (mostly fledg-
lings and food carries) were reported through the end 
of July. The final report was a fledgling observed by 
BMc at the Schuylkill Center on July 18.

* Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidop-
teryx serripennis) 

Census (June). A total of 210 birds were counted, of 
which 2 were juvenile. Three active nests were reported.

Breeding evidence (May 5–July 13). The first evi-
dence of breeding activity came from Pennypack Park, 
where HP found a “pair at nest and copulating on 
creek banks” on May 5. In Wissahickon Valley Park, 
between Walnut Lane and Kitchens Lane, PB and MSe 
reported that birds were “nesting in bridge drains.” On 
June 19, at the south end of Wissahickon Valley Park, 
IS found “1 occupied nest — saw adult fly into crevice 
below drainage pipe in stone wall along Lincoln Drive 
and heard nestlings call in response to adult’s arrival. 
Just south of foot bridge to Lincoln Drive below Henry 
Ave bridge. Saw another adult fly into a different crev-
ice, but it was too far away to hear over traffic noise 
from Lincoln Drive and I couldn’t tell if it was also an 
occupied nest.” At General Pulaski Park on June 20, 
PM found a “Pair nesting in the wall and could hear 
chicks begging for food when the adults would fly in 
to wall. Could not see the actual nest because there 
is a railing.” At Laurel Hill Cemetery on June 28, GG 
wrote: “The nest hole was a rectangular opening less 
than two feet off the ground in the outer wall of a mau-
soleum — see three photos. I noticed it after seeing an 
adult swallow seemingly appear out of nowhere as I 
moved past the mausoleum — then, when I noticed 
the opening, I stayed to watch. Just a couple of min-
utes later, I watched a parent bird enter and exit twice, 
presumably carrying a prey item(s), which I could not 
appreciate. I approached the hole between those visits 
and heard one nestling cheeping from within. I did 
not linger to listen for more, not wanting to disturb the 
birds. I then moved some distance away and observed 
the second foray into the hole by an adult.” Fledglings 
were seen at Pennypack on the Delaware (June 28, 
HP), Pennypack Park between Krewstown Road and 
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Holme Avenue (June 28, HP), the Southwest Philadel-
phia WTP (June 29, BQ, HP and PM), Cobbs Creek 
Park (June 29, SCh) and Heinz NWR (July 11–13, RZ).

× Purple Martin (Progne subis) 
Census (June). A total of 3 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. GA saw 3 individuals at 

Fort Mifflin on June 6, “heading south along river.”

* Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) 
Census (June). A total of 194 birds were counted, 

of which 9 were juvenile. Seventeen active nests were 
reported.

Breeding evidence (April 4–July 11). The first report 
of breeding activity came from Heinz NWR, where 
PM reported an occupied nest box on April 4. At 
Benjamin Rush SP on April 11, HP found “3 boxes 
occupied, one had two eggs of which one looked like 
a BHCO [Brown-headed Cowbird] egg. But lighting 
was bad. I guess we’ll see.” Numerous observations of 
nests and nesting activities were reported throughout 
the summer, from almost every corner of the city. The 
first food carry was reported on May 20 at Pennypack 
on the Delaware, and the first fledglings were reported 
on May 30 at Heinz NWR. The final report of nesting 
activity for the season was a fledgling observed by RZ 
at Heinz NWR on July 11.

§ Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia)
Census (June). A total of 46 birds were counted. 

Approximately 90 burrows in 1 breeding colony 
reported.

Breeding evidence (June 27). Classified as a likely 
breeder based on the number of burrows seen at a 
distance. GA and HP saw two flocks of 6 birds each 
at the Army Corps of Engineers Compound on May 
24, noting that “There is a lot of sand piled up across 
I-95 on Army Corp property which might make for 
some great burrows.” GA, HP and PM saw a breed-
ing colony of about 40 birds when they returned to the 
site on June 27: “Minimum count. We counted around 
90 burrows which indicates they have been here for a 
few years. KeR confirmed 15 swallows at nest holes on 
June 2, 2001.” GA, HP and LH visited again on August 
22: “[35] Minimum count. Burrows at the colony 
discovered in June are gone. Either due to the heavy 
machinery or weather related. Still good habitat for 
new burrows next year.”

* Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica)
Census (June). A total of 324 birds were counted, of 

which 34 were juvenile. Ten active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (April 28–August 24). The first 

report of breeding activity came from Heinz NWR, 
where PM found occupied nest(s) on April 28, pre-
sumably under the boardwalk. HP saw “two pairs 
nest building under Bustleton Ave. bridge” (Penny-
pack Park) on May 3, and a “few birds flying in and 
out from under Pine Rd. bridge [on May 24]. Did not 
investigate.” MRH and BQ found birds building a nest 
in the eaves of one of the mansions along the Boxer’s 
Trail (East Fairmount Park) on May 26. PM found “at 
least one active nest on light fixture hanging down 
when you first enter Fort from parking lot path” at Fort 
Mifflin on May 30. HP found “3 occupied nests under 
Bustleton Ave. bridge” at Pennypack Park on June 3, 
between Krewstown Road and Bustleton Avenue. 
PK found “3 nests under [the] Verree Rd. Bridge” 
in Pennypack Park on June 9. Numerous reports of 
young and nesting activities continued through the 
end of July, and there was one report of a fledgling 
from August 24 at the Delaware River Trail at Reed 
Street (JCh).

* White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis)
Census (June). A total of 122 birds were counted, 

of which 11 were juvenile. Two food carries were 
observed.

Breeding evidence (April 14–July 15). The first report 
of breeding activity came from Awbury Arboretum, 
where BR saw an adult carrying food on April 14. HP 
saw “Two parents entering tree cavity with food. Also 
defending it against a very inquisitive Carolina Wren” 
at Poquessing Creek east of Philadelphia Mills on 
May 4. Many observations of fledglings were reported 
between May 16 and July 15, including at Cobbs Creek 
Park (May 16, SCh), Saylor Grove Stormwater Wetland 
(May 31, BD and ED), Carpenter’s Woods (June 2–3, 
AB and MS), Wissahickon Valley Park on the Laven-
der Trail (June 3, AB and MS), Andorra Natural Area 
(June 4, AB and MS), Pennypack Park (June 3, HP; 
June 13, HP), Morris Arboretum (June 26, PB), Ben-
jamin Rush SP (June 28, MD) and Poquessing Creek 
Park (June 30, LH). The last report was of a fledgling 
seen by MK on July 15 near the Pennypack Environ-
mental Center.
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* Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila 
caerulea) 

Census (June). A total of 160 birds were 
counted, of which 2 were juvenile. Three 
active nests were reported.

Breeding evidence (April 12–August 19). 
The earliest report of breeding activity came 
from Heinz NWR, where WR and SG found 
an occupied nest on April 12. The second 
occupied nest was also found by WR and SG, 
at Bartram’s Garden on April 14. Reports of 
nesting activity at Heinz NWR continued 
regularly through April and May. IS watched 
a bird “building nest in a hackberry” at 
Woodlands Cemetery on April 22. The first 
evidence of young was at Heinz NWR on May 
30, when MP saw an adult “bringing food to 
the nest.” The same day, JG watched a “pair 
building nest ~3/4 way up tree overhanging 
little bridge. Small cup-shaped structure, 
looked as if made with lichen. A bird would 
visit every minute or two and sit inside the 
nest while spinning slowly around. No actual 
nesting material/additions seen. While not 
building nest, and after a few minutes of 
observation, birds moved to nearby trees 
while calling.” MW and PM photographed 
an adult building a nest at Island Green Golf 
Course on June 7. Nesting observations continued 
throughout the summer at multiple sites including 
Fluehr Park (June 20, PM), Awbury Arboretum (June 
24, PM) and the Southwest Philadelphia WTP (June 
29, BQ, HP and PM). The last fledgling was reported 
by LH at Fort Mifflin on August 19.

* House Wren (Troglodytes aedon)
Census (June). A total of 252 birds were counted, 

of which 5 were juvenile. Thirty-two active nests were 
reported.

Breeding evidence (April 16–August 16). There 
were numerous reports of birds prospecting cavities 
and carrying sticks from April 16 to May 10. The first 
report of an adult carrying food was from Carpen-
ter’s Woods on May 12 (JG). Nesting activities were 
reported from almost every corner of the city. The first 
report of a fledgling was also from Carpenter’s Woods, 
where AB saw a “group of 2 adults with 2 young.” 
Reports of fledglings and adults feeding young were 
common throughout the rest of the season. The last 

report was of three fledglings seen by MP at Morris 
Arboretum on August 16.

* Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris)
Census (June). A total of 18 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (May 22–August 1). The first 

report with breeding evidence was on May 22, when 
VS saw an adult carrying nesting material at Heinz 
NWR, the only site where breeding of this species 
was reported. On May 23, PM “Saw at least 5 nests 
[at Heinz NWR] — not sure if all occupied. And also 
saw 4 different individuals doing the display where it 
flies up and then descends singing.” Fledglings were 
first reported by LH on July 7 and breeding activity 
continued to be reported until early August. The last 
report came on August 1, when two independent bird-
ers (HPS, IR) saw occupied nests: “Two on nest!”

Notably, RK counted 3 individuals at FDR Park on 
June 25, which may represent a local breeding range 
expansion: “Heard only, in the reeds in the body of water 
closest to the municipal building. Breeding here now?”

Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris) carrying nesting material at Heinz 
NWR, photographed by Holly Merker on June 30, 2020.
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* Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus) 
Census (June). A total of 409 birds were counted, of 

which 12 were juvenile. Three active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (March 18–August 21). The first 

report of breeding activity came from the Delaware 
River Trail at Reed Street, where adults carrying nest-
ing material were observed from March 18 through 
March 30 (AZ, JCh, SCh). IS “saw one adult carrying 
food to [a] nest” at Heinz NWR on April 27. HP saw 
“One pair with 3 fledglings” at Cobbs Creek Envi-
ronmental Center on May 7. JG saw “5 adorable little 
fledglings perched around the orange trail leading to 
Devil’s Pool in Cresheim Woods (Wissahickon Valley 
Park) on May 8, and “4 fledgling, one begging parent 
for food” at the same site on May 10. In the upper sec-
tion of Cresheim Woods (above Emlen Street) on May 
14, MRH wrote: “I heard fledgling calls from about 20 
m away, so I went through the forest in search of the 
source. I found two CAWR parents managing a group 
of at least 3 fledglings, which were giving high pitched 
begging calls. The male was singing sporadically from 
perches about 7–10 m away from the fledglings’ shrub, 
and the female was skulking nearby giving scold-
ing ‘chatter’ calls. One of the fledglings also gave a 
scolding call, much like the adult. The fledgling’s 
calls were recorded [with] my microphone” (e.g., ML 
234575231, 234575291). HP saw “One adult feeding 
BHCO [Brown-headed Cowbird] juvenile” in Penny-
pack Park on June 18, between Krewstown Road and 
Holme Avenue. Many other observations of fledglings 
were reported throughout June, including at Houston 
Meadow (June 17, AB), Poquessing Creek Park (June 
20, HP) and FDR Park (August 21, HP: “family of 5”).

* European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
Census (June). A total of 1,384 birds were counted, 

of which 544 were juvenile. Ten active nests were 
reported.

Breeding evidence (March 26–September 13). The 
earliest report of breeding activity came from Mt. Airy, 
where MP saw an adult carrying nesting material in 
her backyard on March 26. Thereafter, nest building 
was observed regularly through April and beyond. The 
first food carry was observed by HP at Bartram’s Gar-
den on April 30: “Several birds gathering food at the 
meadow and then entering cavities in the Sycamores.” 
Reports of nesting activity of this ubiquitous species 
were too numerous to list here and died down toward 
the end of June. SK saw “Three young ones [with] 

fluffy gray, gape line” at Penn Treaty Park on June 29. 
The lack of July records was probably due to birders 
neglecting to write their observations down. MP saw 
a fledgling in Mt. Airy on August 15. The final report 
of the season came from Eyre Street (Fishtown), where 
JCh saw an adult carrying food on September 13.

* Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis)
Census (June). A total of 1,840 birds were counted, 

of which 60 were juvenile. Thirteen active nests were 
reported.

Breeding evidence (April 30–August 11). The first 
two reports with breeding evidence came on April 
30, when HP saw “One bird nest building with its 
mate standing guard. They just got here — big influx 
[of migrants] yesterday — and are already getting on 
with it” (Bartram’s Garden), and LaH saw “Two work-
ing together to pull the same piece of nesting mate-
rial from the ground” (Indian Queen Lane, East Falls). 
MRH watched an adult build a nest on the fairway of 
Hole 18 at Sedgley Woods Disc Golf Course on May 2. 
AB and MS saw two adults carrying food on the Lav-
ender Trail (Wissahickon Valley Park) on June 3. The 
first occupied nest was reported by DB on May 17 at 
the Schuylkill Center. Afterwards, numerous reports 
of juveniles and nesting activities of this ubiquitous 
species were reported through early August. The final 
report was of two fledglings seen by MP in Mt. Airy 
on August 11.

* Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum)
Census (June). A total of 3 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (May 24–July 3). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Heinz NWR, where PH 
saw an adult carrying nesting material on May 24. The 
next day, DB found a “pair [building a] nest…at old boat 
launch. In thorny tangle next to blind. Cool to see them 
bringing sticks.” VS saw and photographed a bird at 
Woodland Cemetery during her June 14 survey (“Seen, 
then heard singing as we watched”) but did not observe 
breeding activity. TB photographed a fledgling with an 
adult carrying food at Houston Meadow on July 3. 

* Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) 
Census (June). A total of 91 birds were counted, of 

which 2 were juvenile. Two food carries and one mate-
rial carry were reported.

Breeding evidence (May 5–August 19). The first 
report of breeding activity came from Pennypack on 
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the Delaware, where HP observed “one bird gather-
ing material from an old nest and taking it to new 
location” on May 5. HP saw “one pair building nest 
in SW corner” of the Frankford Arsenal Boat Launch 
on May 8. HP saw one adult with two juveniles at Mt. 
Moriah Cemetery on June 6. AB and MS saw a fam-
ily unit with “2 young seen” at Andorra Natural Area 
(Wissahickon Valley Park) on June 4, 8 and 17, and 
a “pair seen entering/exiting dense Rubus (likely nest 
site), carrying nesting material” at Houston Meadow 
on June 9 and 17. PM saw an adult carrying nesting 
material at Fort Mifflin on June 14. AB and MS saw 
a pair with one juvenile at Upper Roxborough Reser-
voir on June 17. SK saw adults carrying food at Pleas-
ant Hill Park on June 21. At Laurel Hill Cemetery on 
June 28, GG wrote: “Partially built nest about 20 ft. up 
toward end of Slippery Elm branch in clump of leaves. 
Presumably for second brood (?after loss of first??).” 
Multiple observations of fledglings were reported 
from South Philadelphia (July 3, GA), Navy Yard (July 

11, VS), Pennypack on the Delaware (July 26, MD), 
Bartram’s Garden (August 18, VS) and Delaware River 
Trail on Reed Street (August 19, AZ).

* Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis)
Census (June). A total of 7 birds were counted, of 

which 1 was juvenile.
Breeding evidence (March 14–July 4). The first 

report of breeding activity came from Pennypack 
Park, where HP saw “Birds entering one of the boxes 
with nesting material” on March 14, and regularly 
monitored the nests there throughout the season. 
HP also found “one nest with two eggs” at Benjamin 
Rush SP on April 11. LH reported an occupied nest 
at Upper Roxborough Reservoir on April 29. MGo 
found an active nest at Andorra Natural Area (Wis-
sahickon) on May 5: “Nesting in box #11 along inner 
loop of Andorra Meadow. One subject spotted carry-
ing nesting material into the box.” At the Schuylkill 
Center on June 13, PM wrote: “Male sitting in tree on 
edge of field with bluebird box. Did not see it go to 
nest and did not see female. There were a bunch of 
people standing on the trail right by nest box while 
I was there so male was not going to box.” Fledglings 
were seen at Morris Arboretum on June 26 (PB) and 
July 4 (MP).

^ Veery (Catharus fuscescens)
Census (June). A total of 48 birds were counted. 

One material carry and one food carry were reported.
Breeding evidence (June 13). On June 13, MSe and 

PB saw an adult gathering and carrying food in Wissa-
hickon Valley Park, between Walnut Lane and Kitch-
en’s Lane, and PM saw a “Pair w/ one carrying nesting 
material” at Schuylkill Center.

* Wood Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) 
Census (June). A total of 262 birds were counted, of 

which 10 were juvenile. Six active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (May 5–June 28). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Carpenter’s Woods, 
where JG saw an adult carrying nesting material on 
May 5, and where PM wrote on May 31: “One has a 
nest right above path in a Spicebush. Watched it car-
rying food to nest but couldn’t see how many babies it 
was feeding.” HP saw an adult with material on May 9 
at West Fairmount Park. AB and MS saw “1 on nest” on 
the Lavender Trail (Wissahickon Valley Park) on June 
3. HP found “2 birds on [nests, one] nest with young” 

A pair of Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) inspecting a nest 
box at Benjamin Rush State Park, photographed by Patrick 
McGill on April 29, 2020.
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at Pennypack Park on June 3, between Krewstown Rd. 
and Bustleton Ave. MW and PM found “1 nest with 2 
adults [and] 3 hatchlings” at Burholme Park on June 6. 
PM saw an adult “on nest w/ 4 newly hatched chicks” 
at Schuylkill Center on June 13. DE saw an adult feed-
ing a Brown-headed Cowbird fledgling in the south 
end of Wissahickon Valley Park on June 24. Numerous 
observations of nests, young and other breeding activ-
ities were reported in June, primarily from locations in 
Wissahickon Valley, Pennypack and West Fairmount 
Parks. The latest report with breeding evidence was “1 
adult with 2 juvenile” at Pennypack Park on June 28.

* American Robin (Turdus migratorius) 
Census (June). A total of 2,225 birds were counted, 

of which 180 were juvenile. Fifty-one active nests were 
reported.

Breeding evidence (April 6–September 15). A total 
of 349 eBird reports with breeding codes were submit-
ted for this species in 2020. The first report of breed-
ing activity came from FDR Park, where HP saw an 
adult carrying nesting material on April 6 and 8. Mate-
rial carries were observed at Heinz NWR on April 16 
(GA) and Cobbs Creek Park on April 18 (SCh). MRH 
observed two copulations on April 25 at Heinz NWR: 
“two copulations, same 2 birds, 10 sec apart. No vocal-

izations. Nest building.” On April 28, MRH found a 
“nest w/ 4 eggs in the rafters of the train platform” at 
Allen Lane Station (Mt. Airy), which he monitored for 
two weeks. By May 1, there were two occupied nests 
in the rafters. Both were occupied by adults during a 
morning check on May 12, but that evening one nest 
was suddenly empty. On May 14, the surviving nest had 
“nestlings! The largest one is just barely beginning to 
open its eyes.” AB and MS saw “5 young (2 getting fed)” 
on the Lavender Trail (Wissahickon Valley Park) on 
June 3. After his survey at Mt. Moriah cemetery on June 
6, HP wrote: “11 juvenile, 5 carrying food, 5 carrying 
nesting material, 5 singing, 4 calling, 43 seen.” Reports 
of fledglings and nesting activities were common until 
mid-August. The last breeding activity reported was 
a fledgling observed by VS at “Red Square” (3 Logan 
Square Plaza, Center City) on September 15.

* Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) 
Census (June). A total of 414 birds were counted, of 

which 3 were juvenile. Eight active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (May 25–July 14). The earliest 

report of breeding activity came from Pennypack on 
the Delaware, where PM “watched one breaking off a 
twig and fly off with it” on May 25. On May 26, PaR 
and SK saw “a pair nest building” at Heinz NWR. 

On May 27, BR reported nest building at 
Awbury Arboretum. On June 6, HP saw 
“one pair nest building” at Mt. Moriah Cem-
etery, and MW and PM saw “1 [bird] build-
ing nest” at Benjamin Rush SP. On June 7, 
MW and PM saw an adult carrying material 
at Island Green Golf Course. AB and MS 
saw a fledgling at Upper Roxborough Res-
ervoir on June 8. HP saw two separate pairs 
building nests in Pennypack Park on June 8, 
on the north side between Bustleton Avenue 
and Roosevelt Boulevard. At the Schuylkill 
Center on June 8, PM “saw at least one pair 
collecting nesting material and bringing 
it to a nest in the meadow. They collected 
honeysuckle blossoms at least twice while 
watching them and carried them to the nest. 
Others were in the area but not seen collect-
ing nesting material.” On June 9, AB and MS 
saw a copulating pair at Houston Meadow. 
HP and DE saw “one pair at nest, one addi-
tional bird building nest” at the NE Water 
Pollution Control Plant on June 10. PM saw 

Incubating Wood Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) at Burholme Park, 
photographed by Patrick McGill on June 6, 2020.
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“at least one pair collecting nesting material” at Fort 
Mifflin on June 14. ReS “observed building nest with 
materials in tree in the parking lot where the median 
starts” at Heinz NWR on June 16. The last report was 
of a fledgling seen by PaH at Heinz NWR on July 14.

* House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)
Census (June). A total of 414 birds were counted, 

of which 3 were juvenile. Fifteen active nests were 
reported.

Breeding evidence (March 3–August 8). The earliest 
report of breeding activity came from Weccacoe Play-
ground, were AZ saw an adult carrying material on 
March 3, and an occupied nest on March 27. Through-
out April there were many reports of material carries 
and occupied nests. On April 30 at Bartram’s Garden, 
HP saw “One female feeding two fledglings. Another 
female gathering nesting material.” Regular reports of 
fledglings and other nest activity continued for the rest 
of the summer, with the last report occurring in Mt. 
Airy on August 8 (MP). 

* House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus)
Census (June). A total of 231 birds were counted, of 

which 20 were juvenile. One food carry was reported.
Breeding evidence (April 14–August 31). The first 

report of breeding activity came from the Boxer’s Trail 
(East Fairmount Park), where PM saw an adult carry-
ing nesting material on April 14. In his backyard on 
Tulpehocken Street (Germantown), PM watched a 
pair “Nesting in the same Blue Spruce as the Mourn-
ing Doves” on April 20 and 21. MP also reported a nest 
at Heinz NWR on April 25. The first fledglings were 
seen by LaH at Indian Queen Ln. (East Falls) on April 
30. HP saw a group of 36 birds at the NE Water Pol-
lution Control Plant on June 10: “Likely conservative 
count. One pair with 3 fledglings with male feeding 
one, another pair with 2 juv. In addition four males 
and 23 female-type birds seen.” Numerous reports of 
young and nesting activities continued throughout the 
summer. The last report was of a fledgling seen in Mt. 
Airy by MP on August 31.

* American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis) 
Census (June). A total of 223 birds were counted, of 

which 1 was juvenile.
Breeding evidence (June 16–September 18). The 

first report of breeding activity came from the Say-

lor Grove Stormwater Wetland (Wissahickon Valley 
Park), where BD and ED saw an adult carrying nesting 
material on June 16. Fledglings was seen at the North-
east Philadelphia Airport on June 24 (LH), and Mor-
ris Arboretum on June 26 (PB). Adults feeding young 
were seen at Carpenter’s Woods (September 6, LV and 
MP) and Bartram’s Garden (September 18, VS).

* Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina)
Census (June). A total of 132 birds were counted, of 

which 15 were juvenile. One active nest was reported.
Breeding evidence (April 29–August 2). The first 

report of breeding activity came from FDR Park on 
April 29, where BQ and HP saw “One pair copulating 
with a Field Sparrow watching. Creep.” IS wrote “One 
Chipping Sparrow seen building a nest in a low branch 
of the corktree by the cemetery entrance” at Wood-
lands Cemetery on April 30, and the same nest was 
occupied during subsequent visits on May 13 and 21. 
HP saw adults nest building at Cobbs Creek Park on 
May 7, and SCh found an occupied nest. On Greene 
Street (Mt. Airy) on May 28, JG saw “what appeared 
to be courtship feeding. Heard begging calls and saw 
one adult sparrow feeding another, low in a line of 
conifers in someone’s yard off Greene.” VS saw “Three 
young seen getting fed” and an adult feeding a cowbird 
fledgling at Woodland Cemetery on June 14. Fledg-
lings were observed at many sites in June, including in 
West Fairmount Park (June 10, RH), Schuylkill Center 
Spring Lane fields (June 20, JS), Awbury Arboretum 
(June 21, PM), Lemon Hill (June 22, HP), Walnut Ln. 
Golf Course (June 26, DE), Fernhill Park (June 26, 
HP), Kemble Park (June 26, HP), Laurel Hill Cem-
etery (June 28, GG) and Andorra Natural Area (June 
29, AB and MS). The last report of the season came 
from Pennypack Park near the Environmental Center, 
where HP saw an “adult with 2 juveniles” on August 2.

* Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla) 
Census (June). A total of 32 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (June 7–July 26). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Island Green Golf 
Course, where MW and PM counted 20 individuals 
and found “2 separate pairs in nest” on June 7. Fledg-
lings were seen by AB and MS at Houston Meadow 
(“2 young seen”) and Andorra Natural Area (“3 young 
seen”) on June 15 and 29, respectively. The last report 
was of a fledgling seen by HP at Island Green Golf 
Course on July 26.



No. 78 (2019–2020) 41

Matthew R. Halley

* Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 
Census (June). A total of 439 birds were counted, of 

which 30 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (April 6–August 26). The first 

report of breeding activity came from the Saylor 
Grove Stormwater Wetland (Wissahickon Valley 
Park), where ED and BD saw an adult carrying nest-
ing material on April 6. PM observed a copulation at 
the same site on April 11. MRH saw a copulation at 
Heinz NWR on April 25: “The female crouched with 
fluttering wings, and the male mounted from above/
behind. There was no vocalization preceding or after 
the copulation.” At Cobbs Creek Park, SCh found a 
nest with eggs on May 1, which hatched by May 10 and 
fledged by May 24. JG saw a fledgling on Greene Street 
on May 16: “One fledgling: stubby tail and fine streaks, 
perching on a plant close to the ground and making 
high call notes before hopping away.” After his survey 
at Mt. Moriah cemetery on June 6, HP wrote: “One 
juvenile each seen at two different locations with one 
adult around carrying food for one.” HP observed an 
adult feeding a Brown-headed Cowbird fledgling on 
June 13 at Pennypack Park, between Holme Avenue 
and Welsh Road. Many other observations of breeding 
evidence were reported through the end of July. The 
only August report was from Sedgley Woods, where 
MRH saw “two hatch year birds” with an adult on 
August 26.

^ Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana)
Census (June). A total of 6 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (June 7). At Eastwick Open Space 

(Eastwick Ave. access) on June 7, DB wrote: “Saw one 
in reeds — potentially recent fledgling. It wasn’t very 
alert, but maybe it thought it was hidden.”

* Eastern Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) 
Census (June). A total of 40 birds were counted, of 

which 2 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (June 7–June 15). HP saw a “pair 

with 2 juv” at Southampton Woods on June 7, and AB 
and MS saw at least one fledgling at Houston Meadow 
on June 15.

× Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens) 
Census (June). A total of 1 bird was counted.
Breeding evidence. None. DB found a singing male 

at Eastwick Meadows (Lindbergh Avenue access) on 

June 14: “Heard distinctive spit, gurgle, churring song. 
Recorded clearly and close. Near ‘Woodcock’ circle. 
Waist-high poison ivy and mugwort, no trails.”

* Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna)
Census (June). Not detected.
Breeding evidence (July 26). HP photographed a 

“Juvenile with streaked breast and only a hint of yel-
low on the lower chest. Maybe a bird from the NE air-
port?” at Island Green Golf Course on July 26.

* Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius)
Census (June). A total of 71 birds were counted, of 

which 4 were juvenile. Four active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (May 14–July 21). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Heinz NWR, where 
GA saw an adult building a nest on May 14. At the Saul 
High School fields, DE saw an adult carrying material 
on May 16, and JS observed a female “[bringing] nest-
ing material to the nest and sitting in the nest” on May 
18. On June 6, at Mt. Moriah cemetery, HP saw “One 
female on nest, which was quite a ways from any of 
the male so maybe different pair.” MW and PM found 
1 occupied nest at Island Green Golf Course on June 
7. At Andorra Meadow on June 17, AB wrote: “female 
carries grub into nest in spruce and carries out fecal 
sac, male singing in spruce.” Many other observations 
of breeding activities were reported over the next 3 
months. The last report was a single fledgling seen by 
RZ at Heinz NWR on July 21.

* Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbula) 
Census (June). A total of 225 birds were counted, of 

which 9 were juvenile. Ten active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (May 4–July 18). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Tacony Creek Park 
on May 4, where BMc saw a young male “carrying 
nesting material, appeared to be weaving it together 
in the very beginnings of a nest. Right over the trail, 
near Crescentville Ave. trail entrance, right next to 
section of trail with handrails on either side.” This is 
presumably the occupied nest reported at the same 
site by BMc on May 16. On the Delaware River Trail 
on May 10, AZ saw an adult “Building a nest hang-
ing at the end of a lower branch of a tree overhanging 
the trail immediately south of Reed Street. Tree is on 
the west side of the trail. Seemed a very strange place 
to build, especially with thin white fibrous material. 
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Researched afterwards, sounds typical!” At Bartram’s 
Garden on May 12, IS saw a pair “Copulating while 
female held nest material. Then she flew off with the 
material in her bill.” At Laurel Hill Cemetery on June 
28, GG wrote: “Nest in huge, old Sycamore, very nicely 
round in shape, suspended from 3 small, downward-
drooping branches near end of large branch extend-
ing approx. 35 ft. out from one of the tree’s trunks, 
and 35–40 ft. off the road surface below. The female 
fed 4 mouths (protruding above the rim of the nest) 
with a large, smooth, yellowish caterpillar (Cloudless 
Sulphur?) which she would place in one mouth, then 
pull it back out and place it in the next mouth, then 
repeat this with 4 mouths, as the size of the caterpillar 
got smaller & smaller...each nestling taking a portion.” 
Numerous other observations were made throughout 
the city, mostly through the end of June, including 
nests, nesting activities and immature birds. The final 
report was of a fledgling seen by MD at Heinz NWR 
on July 18.

* Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) 
Census (June). A total of 662 birds were counted, 

of which 41 were juvenile. Four active nests were 
reported.

Breeding evidence (May 20–August 23). At Heinz 
NWR, JBi found “2 nests in the reeds” on May 20, and 
PM “saw a female feeding a fledgling [on June 2] — 
cute little thing had some feathers sticking up on its 
head.” RZ saw “1 young near nest” on June 4, “2 on 
nest” on June 14, and “4 young seen” on June 17. BR 
saw “Several recently fledged birds in main field” on 
June 7 at Awbury Arboretum. On June 21, in West 
Fairmount Park, HP wrote: “3 fledglings, Pair with 2 
fledglings, Pair feeding one fledgling, female with 2 
fledglings, 4 singing including one in the tiny wetland 
in front of the Mann Center, 3 additional male seen.” 
Many other reports of breeding activity came from 
around the city, the last being HP’s observation of a 
fledgling at Pennypack on the Delaware on August 23.

* Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) 
Census (June). A total of 191 birds were counted, of 

which 17 were juvenile.
Breeding evidence (March 19–July 29). Many obser-

vations of courtship displays and counter-singing 
males were reported between March 19 and May 14. 
The first observation of fledglings came from Poquess-
ing Creek Park, where HP saw “one juvenile being 

fed by SOSP [Song Sparrow]” on May 30. A total of 
32 observations of cowbird fledglings were reported 
between May 30 and July 29. Confirmed host species 
included Song Sparrow (5 observations), Common 
Yellowthroat (5), Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher (2), Wood 
Thrush (2), American Robin (1), Chipping Sparrow 
(1), Yellow Warbler (1), House Finch (1) and Carolina 
Wren (1).

* Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula)
Census (June). A total of 332 birds were counted, 

of which 29 were juvenile. Eight food carries and two 
material carries were reported.

Breeding evidence (March 29–July 19). The first 
report of breeding activity came from the South 
Schuylkill River Trail (near Fitler Square), where JR 
saw an adult carrying nesting material on March 29. 
AZ saw adults carrying material at the Delaware River 
Trail at Reed Street on March 30 and April 7. Material 
carries were also observed by DeM at Old Farm Road 
(Pennypack Park) on April 19, and HP at the Frankford 
Arsenal Boat Launch on May 10. At Cresheim Woods 
(Wissahickon Valley Park) on May 21, JG wrote: “I 
first saw the bird standing above the creek on a hill 
looking down, after a hiker walking along the creek 
pushed the bird up a-ways. It had several long, wet-
looking worms and such-like in its beak. I watched it 
walk along the edge of the creek, and in the middle 
of the creek, jumping/flapping from stone to stone, 
investigating the water and mud for more morsels. It 
kept moving slowly up the creek until it disappeared 
around a large, fallen tree.” AB and MS saw an adult 
“fly-by with grub” on the Lavender Trail (Wissahickon 
Valley Park) on June 3. Many other reports came in 
from around the city, including juveniles at Northeast 
Philadelphia Airport (June 13, LH), Fort Mifflin (June 
12, MD), Upper Roxborough Reservoir (June 17, AB), 
Tacony Creek Park (June 18, BMc), Poquessing Creek 
Park (June 20, HP), Fluehr Park (June 20, PM) and 
General Pulaski Park (June 20, PM). The last report 
was on July 19, when PM observed adults “feeding 
immature birds” at Fort Mifflin.

× Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla) 
Census (June). A total of 7 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. AB heard a singing bird 

on June 6 on the Roxborough side of the Wissahickon 
Valley Park, between Bells Mill Road and Summit 
Avenue.
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× Louisiana Waterthrush (Parkesia motacilla)
Census (June).  Not detected.
Breeding evidence. None.

× Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora cyanoptera) 
Census (June). One bird was counted.
Breeding evidence. None. SK reported a single bird 

from Pleasant Hill Park on June 21: “Heard only. Twice. 
Fairly close. The “Bee-buzz.” It was at the boarded-up 
brick building by the tidal cove. I gave this some time, 
but never saw. It probably flew further on.”

× Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea)
Census (June). Not detected.
Breeding evidence. None. A single adult was “seen 

and heard well [and photographed by CH] along creek 
just south of the Kitchens Lane bridge” on June 22 in 
Wissahickon Valley Park.

* Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) 
Census (June). A total of 192 birds were counted. 

One food carry was reported.
Breeding evidence (May 30–August 9). The first 

report with breeding evidence came from Poquess-
ing Creek Park, where HP saw “one female carrying 
nesting material” on May 30. A nest was found by 
SM on June 4 at Houston Meadow, where AB and MS 
observed food carries and fledglings on June 9, 15 and 
17. DB saw “1 male carrying an insect” at Eastwick 
Open Space on June 7. JE saw an adult carrying food 
at Somerton Woods on June 20. Several other obser-
vations of fledged young were reported through early 
August. The final report was of a fledgling seen by MP 
at Morris Arboretum on August 9.

* American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla)
Census (June). A total of 21 birds were counted. Two 

food carries were reported.
Breeding evidence (May 21). BMc “found and 

recorded location of [a] nest” on May 21 at Tacony 
Creek Park. AB reported 3 birds on June 6 in Wissa-
hickon Valley Park, between Bells Mill Road and Sum-
mit Avenue (Roxborough side).

× Northern Parula (Setophaga americana) 
Census (June). A total of 5 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. Singing individuals were 

reported from Pennypack and Wissahickon Valley 
Parks. AB reported 2 birds on June 6 in Wissahickon 

Valley Park, between Bells Mill Road and Summit 
Avenue (Roxborough side), and made audio record-
ings of one: “1 seen (and recorded) between covered 
bridge and dam; a second (singing) recorded south of 
Bells Mill” (ML 246758321).

* Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) 
Census (June). A total of 183 birds were counted. 

Two active nests were reported.
Breeding evidence (May 2–July 17). The first report 

of breeding activity came from Heinz NWR, where 
PH saw an adult nest building on May 2, and MD and 
PaR saw nesting building on May 3. HP saw “multiple 
pairs with one female carrying nesting material” at Mt. 
Moriah Cemetery on May 7. VS saw nesting building 
at Bartram’s Garden on May 7. At Pennypack on the 
Delaware on May 25, PM wrote: “one nesting pair con-
firmed near bench looking at marsh.” There were mul-
tiple reports of nest building and occupied nests from 
these and other sites throughout May to July. Food 
carries were first observed at Heinz NWR on June 2, 
when PM “saw at least 4 carrying food while on dike 
trail.” The first fledglings were reported in Pennypack 
Park on June 16. HP, BQ and PM saw an adult Yellow 
Warbler feeding cowbird fledgling at the Southwest 
Philadelphia WTP on June 29. The final report of a 
fledgling came from Heinz NWR on July 17.

* Pine Warbler (Setophaga pinus)
Census (June). A total of 3 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (June 14). On June 14, near the 

Pennypack Environmental Center, HP saw an “Adult 
male feeding one fledgling making high pitched beg-
ging calls. Fledgling already moving around a lot but 
still somewhat insecure. Female not seen.” This may be 
the first documented breeding evidence for this spe-
cies in Philadelphia County. Lone singing males have 
occasionally been heard during the breeding season in 
past years, usually in the Wissahickon, but no breeding 
evidence was obtained. HP also heard one “Singing in 
[the] pine stand along Winchester Ave.” on June 8 in 
Pennypack Park, on the north side between Bustleton 
Avenue and Roosevelt Boulevard.

§ Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea)
Census (June). A total of 3 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence. None. Classified as a likely 

breeder based on the number of independent reports. 
JP reported a single bird at FDR on June 2. AB and MS 
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reported 4 birds on the Lavender Trail 
(Wissahickon Valley Park) on June 3. 
At Heinz NWR, DL saw one female 
on June 7, and two females on July 5; 
and AB reported a single bird on the 
Wetlands Loop Trail. GG heard two 
singing birds in Haddington Woods 
(Cobbs Creek Park) on June 27. A 
single bird was reported several times 
between June 12 and 25 in the south 
end of Wissahickon Valley Park (ED, 
BD, KeR, DE, WS). KeR reported a 
singing bird in the Hermit Lane Pine 
Woods (June 5) and another on the 
Wissahickon Bike Trail between For-
bidden Drive and Henry Avenue (June 
17). ED and BD reported two birds on 
the Orange Trail, below Blue Bell Park 
(June 7). Two birds in Wissahickon 
Valley Park (Mt. Airy side), between 
Walnut Lane and Kitchens Lane, were 
first detected by WS on June 29, then 
confirmed by MD on July 3. KJ reported two birds 
between Valley Green and Kitchens Lane (Roxborough 
side) on June 29. One singing male was reported by AB 
and MS in Carpenters Woods on June 2, “near bridge,” 
which had been present more than a week.

* Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis)
Census (June). A total of 680 birds were counted, 

of which 36 were juvenile. Two active nests were 
reported.

Breeding evidence (March 18–September 18). The 
first report of breeding activity was on March 18, 
when AZ saw an adult carrying nesting material on 
the Delaware River Trail at Reed Street. Other early 
reports of nest building activities came from Saylor 
Grove Stormwater Wetland (April 5, BD and ED) and 
Kaskey Park/UPenn BioPond (April 21, IS). Courtship 
feeding was observed at Carpenter’s Woods (April 25, 
JG). The first food carry was observed on April 29 at 
Carpenter’s Woods. On May 1, MRH gently flushed 
an adult from a nest containing “1E in dense tree/
shrubs on [west] side of forest” in Cresheim Woods, 
above Emlen Street (Wissahickon Valley Park). This 
nest was found empty on May 4. In the same vicinity, 
MRH found a new nest with 1 egg on May 7, which 
was not monitored. AB and MS saw a “pair and two 

fledglings” on the Lavender Trail (Wissahickon Valley 
Park) on June 3. HP saw “one pair with fledgling” at 
Pennypack Park on June 3, between Krewstown Road 
and Bustleton Avenue. On June 7, at Glen Foerd, SK 
wrote: “One female was carrying twigs. And another 
female elsewhere carrying a leaf.” Numerous reports of 
juvenile birds were made throughout the summer. The 
last reports came from East Falls, where SPM “Saw 
mother feed [a] juvenile seeds” on September 17, and 
then saw the fledgling again on September 18.

* Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea)
Census (June). A total of 6 birds were counted.
Breeding evidence (August 9–August 30). LH pho-

tographed a “Silent female quickly perched in woods 
along Decatur Rd.” at the Northeast Philadelphia 
Airport on June 13. GA, HP and PM saw and pho-
tographed 2 males and 1 female at the Army Corps 
of Engineers Compound on June 27, but did not see 
any evidence of breeding. HP saw an “Adult male sing-
ing at Fire Academy then flew into the shooting range” 
at Pennypack on the Delaware on June 28, where LM 
photographed a first-year male on July 23. HP found 
an “agitated pair” at Island Green Golf Course on 
July 26: “keeping hopes alive that they might breed 
again after 2018. That year I stumbled upon a juvenile 

Female Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea) feeding fledgling at the former 
Island Green golf course, photographed by Holger Pflicke on August 9, 2020.
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around the same time (7/28). Will check again in two 
weeks when any juveniles should be out and about.”

Finally, on August 9, HP wrote: “After last year’s 
unsuccessful attempt we have another juvenile this 
year. Parents were foolishly announcing their presence 
with “pink” calls, so I investigated. The juvenile was 
first seen sitting low in a brush. Then mama showed 
up with some food and he/she needed to fly up into 
the tree to get it.” At Pennypack on the Delaware on 
August 23, HP also saw “One adult and subadult male 
(briefly singing in flight) plus three female-type birds 
of which one was carrying food. There was a never-
ending stream of “pink” calls at the bridge over the 
Pennypack. Need to come back to investigate age of 
the female-type birds, but food carrying indicates suc-
cessful breeding. Is the subadult male the offspring 
from last year?” MP confirmed the sighting at POD on 
August 30: “All together and two FL [fledglings] were 
following the female.”

On August 30 at the Tacony Boat Launch, HP 
wrote: “Arrived before sunrise to see if the pair from 
a week ago was still here. Was greeted by some harsh 
“pink” calls coming from some bushes/small trees. 
Soon enough the adult male and female appeared. I 
was lucky enough to watch the female catch a mantis, 
take it apart, eat maybe a third of it and then carry the 

rest back to the bushes were the birds appeared from at 
the start. Even without this location being monitored 
over June/July I would consider this enough evidence 
that these birds are not migrants, but a territorial pair 
that actually might have bred here. Based on my expe-
rience with the very few breeding attempts since 2018, 
it is not unusual for juveniles to be attended by their 
parents in August when others might already migrate.”

* Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea)
Census (June). A total of 79 birds were counted. 

One active nest was reported.
Breeding evidence (June 15–July 25). The earli-

est report of breeding activity came from FDR Park, 
where RK saw an adult female “bringing food to likely 
nesting site” on June 15. At Houston Meadow on June 
17, AB saw a “Pair flying into and out of brambles, 
young heard…but didn’t find nest.” In the final report, 
HP saw “3 together, pair with suspected juvenile” at 
the Army Corps of Engineers Compound on July 25.
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Common Ravens and Peregrine Falcons in Bucks  
County: Old Rivals in a New Location
Karen Rankin-Baransky

Common Ravens (Corvus corax) and Peregrine 
Falcons (Falco peregrinus) are both large, charismatic 
birds; each species is near or at the top of their respec-
tive families (Corvidae and Falconidae) in both size 
and personality. One never forgets the otherworldly 
sounds of a raven croaking as he flies swiftly by, 
beating the largest of passerine wings, nor the thrill 
of seeing an agile peregrine cutting through the air 
diagonally, folding in his pointed wings — the fastest 
of all — in pursuit of prey. These species are also well 
known for their dramatic interactions with each other, 
since they share habitat preferences and compete for 
nest sites in areas where they both occur.  Accounts of 
these skirmishes have appeared in the scientific litera-
ture for over half a century (Radis 2014, Ratcliffe 1962 
and 1993, Trently 1998). While the majority of these 
interactions do not result in any physical injuries, 
their battles can be quite aggressive, and occasionally 
result in the displacement or death of one or the other 
(Brambilla et al. 2004, Ratcliffe 1993). Despite their 
animosity, ravens and peregrines often nest in close 
proximity to each other, establishing breeding territo-
ries that overlap (Sergio et al. 2004, White and Cade 
1971). Since they occupy and maintain the same nest-
ing territories over time, conflicts between resident 
pairs of ravens and peregrines may persist from year 
to year, especially during the breeding season. 

In 2015, an observation of an intense battle between 
a pair of peregrines and a pair of ravens led to the dis-
covery of a Peregrine Falcon nest along the Delaware 
River in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. This was a his-
torical cliff-nest site (Bucks County #1; BC#1) that 
had been vacant for many decades (Rice 1969). Pre-
viously, peregrines had never competed for nest sites 
with ravens at BC#1, which, at the time, represented 
just the seventh confirmed natural cliff-nesting site for 
peregrines recovering in Pennsylvania (McMorris et 
al. 2016). Witnessing their signature aggression at the 
onset of the breeding season raised a few questions. 
Would the ravens’ presence interfere with the per-
egrines’ ability to successfully reoccupy this nesting 

territory? Would the ravens displace the peregrines, 
or would the peregrines drive the ravens away? Would 
there be intense competition for nest sites? Would they 
predate each other’s young? Or would they become 
accustomed to one another and declare a truce? This 
paper describes the history of both species at BC#1, 
and summarizes three years (2015–2017) of data on 
nest-site selection and interspecific behavior to illus-
trate the evolving relationship between a pair of Per-
egrine Falcons returning to a historical cliff-nesting 
site, where a pair of Common Ravens had recently 
established a new residence. 

Historically, ravens were uncommon in Pennsylva-
nia; in the late 1800s to early 1900s, their population 
was limited to undeveloped mountainous regions of 
Sullivan, Elk, Centre, Cameron, Lycoming, Clinton, 
and Clearfield Counties (Warren 1890). Despite their 
remote habitats and an extreme wariness of humans, 
their small numbers declined over time due to egg 
collecting (a popular Victorian pastime), habitat loss 
from expanding human development, and indiscrimi-
nate killing as they were considered “vermin” (Harlow 
1922). In just the past few decades, however, ravens 
have become increasingly tolerant of human activity 
and development, expanding their range across the 
Commonwealth, and nesting in non-remote areas 
where they had not previously occurred (McWilliams 
and Brauning 2000, Radis 2014).  

On May 7, 2012, two adult ravens were seen at 
BC#1 (E. Boenzli, pers. comm.). By the end of the 
month, a family group of two adults with at least four 
fledged young (begging for food) was observed on 
the cliffs, although it is possible they may have nested 
elsewhere (A. Mirabella, pers. comm.). Nesting may 
have occurred in 2013, however, no data was reported. 
In 2014, a raven pair built a large stick nest on a plat-
form attached to an industrial building in New Jersey, 
directly across the river from the cliffs, and success-
fully fledged at least two young (E. Boenzli, pers. 
comm.). In June 2014, the list of raven predators at 
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BC#1 (Great Horned Owls, Bald Eagles, Red-tailed 
Hawks, American Crows, and Fish Crows) increased 
by one, when a lone first-year male Peregrine Falcon 
appeared. According to one of the first reported sight-
ings, the peregrine was seen perched on a railing next 
to the ravens’ nest, “driving the adults crazy” (A. Mira-
bella, pers. comm.).

Unlike ravens, peregrines have a long history at 
BC#1; we know that resident pairs occupied these 
shale cliffs from at least 1887 to 1950 (Rice 1969, War-
ren 1890), although their presence there surely runs 
back much deeper in time. What we do know about 
peregrines at BC#1 is mostly revealed through the 
written record of human impacts on these birds at this 
location. Like ravens, peregrines were indiscriminately 
shot as “vermin,” and peregrine eggs were perhaps the 
most highly coveted by Victorian oologists. It was not 
uncommon for collectors to wipe out an entire year’s 
reproductive effort, taking not only the first clutch of 
peregrine eggs from an eyrie, but then returning to the 
same eyrie and removing the second clutch as well, 

year after year (Warren 1890). Some egg 
collectors amassed large collections of 
peregrine eggs, a portion of which have 
been donated to museums (Kiff 1979). 
The Western Foundation of Vertebrate 
Zoology in California currently holds 
nine different sets of eggs from this BC#1 
location, collected from 1892 to 1943, 
and seven of those sets were donated by 
one collector from Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania (collections.wfvz.org). Eggs 
that were in museums, collected before 
the DDT era, would be used to establish 
the connection between DDT and the 
extinction of Falco peregrinus anatum in 
the eastern United States (Hickey 1969, 
Ratcliffe 1993, McMorris 2022).  

Egg collecting fell out of favor in the 
early 1900s, but around the same time 
the sport of falconry became popular 
in the United States. In the earliest days, 
falconers would obtain birds by remov-
ing nestlings from peregrine eyries 
before fledging, and BC#1 was a cov-
eted collecting spot (Rice 1969, Frock 
1976). We know that at least ten eyasses 

were taken for falconry between 1937 and 1943 (Rice 
1969 and unpublished data, collections.wfvz.org). 
However, falconers were notoriously secretive about 
the locations they frequented to acquire birds for the 
sport (K. Carnie, pers. comm.), and it is quite pos-
sible that young falcons were collected before 1937 
(Frock 1976). Nonetheless, the data collected by the 
late falconer Jim Rice who kept records of both egg 
and nestling collecting at all the known eyries across 
Pennsylvania (Rice 1969), played an enormous role in 
describing the decline of falcon productivity in Penn-
sylvania, when scientists were studying their popula-
tion crash (Hickey 1969). Rice’s data indicate that the 
last year adult peregrines were seen at BC#1 was 1950, 
but the last successful nesting occurred in 1945 when 
one falcon fledged. 

The young male peregrine seen at BC#1 in 2014 took 
a liking to the classic peregrine cliff habitat and contin-
ued to be sighted, alone, by birdwatchers throughout 
the year until a female joined him in late winter 2015. 
As was the case with the single male Peregrine Falcon, 

The adult male peregrine at BC#1 was originally banded as a nestling 
(band number 67/AP, black over green) by Art McMorris on June 13, 
2013, at a power plant in Northampton County, Pennsylvania. © Ed  
Norman 2015.
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the initial sighting of the pair occurred in proximity 
to the raven pair, during a more hostile interaction I 
observed on February 27. Their argument traversed 
state lines, as the two very vocal pairs of birds chased 
each other back and forth across the river. Amidst the 
chasing, the peregrines would occasionally dive-bomb 
the ravens from above, and the ravens would barrel 
roll sideways to get out of the way. Near the end, one 
of the ravens engaged in a back-and-forth tussle with 
both peregrines on a 200-foot high ledge near the top 
of the cliff face, and a cacophony of “kak-kak-kak-
kak-kaks!!” and “Croak-croak-BRONKS!!” filled the 
air throughout. The dispute finally ended thirty-one 
minutes later, with the raven pair on the New Jersey 
side of the river, and the peregrines soaring above the 
cliffs on the Pennsylvania side. Not knowing much 
about either species at the time, but thinking I had 
seen something rare, I reported the sighting to eBird.org 
(Cornell Lab of Ornithology). Shortly afterward, Art 
McMorris (then the Peregrine Falcon Coordinator 
for the Pennsylvania Game Commission) contacted 
me about the observation, and we met at BC#1 in 
early March, where both pairs of birds were still pres-
ent. Upon learning the significance of the peregrines 
returning to BC#1, I agreed to follow their progress — 
monitoring their breeding behavior so that Art could 
band any offspring, while keeping an eye on any other 
interactions between the peregrines and the ravens. 
Observations would be made from a fixed position 

below the cliffs at BC#1 to prevent disturbance. My 
data collection stretched into three successive seasons, 
as we witnessed the peregrines’ triumphant return to 
this historical peregrine cliff habitat (total observation 
time = 166.7 hours in 2015, 161.2 hours in 2016, and 
173.3 hours in 2017: Figs. 1a –1c).  

In 2015, the ravens nested in the same location as 
in 2014, on the industrial building on the New Jer-
sey side of the Delaware River. At least two raven 
chicks were noted in the nest, but there may have 
been more; the distance and lack of access made it 
difficult to ascertain. Raven fledging was not directly 
observed that year. Young were present on their nest 
site on June 6, but were gone the next day, and kept 
a very low profile after that. The next raven observa-
tions were on June 10 and 26, when the raven young 
were heard (but not seen) across the river, upstream 
from their nest site. An adult raven was heard in the 
distance on July 21. On October 5, two ravens flew 
over the nesting cliff and were chased across the river 
to New Jersey by the adult male peregrine. When the 
peregrine returned to the BC#1 side, four additional 
ravens were flying over the nesting cliff, and he chased 
them across the river as well. Considering the time of 
year, it is unknown if all of the ravens were related. It is 
also unknown if the same individual adult ravens per-
sisted through the three years of study. I did observe 
raven interlopers, but these birds were always driven 

off by the residents.  

The same year, the falcons chose 
to nest on a ledge on the BC#1 cliffs; 
their initial nesting attempt failed after 
only a week of incubation on April 
22, but the second nesting attempt on 
a different nest ledge was successful. 
Two nestlings — one male and one 
female — were banded on June 30 and 
both successfully fledged on July 23. 
The adult female peregrine was not 
banded, but photographer Ed Norman 
was able to capture the band num-
ber (67/AP, black over green) on the 
adult male peregrine, who had been 
banded by Art McMorris on June 13, 
2013, in a nest box on a power plant 
in Northampton County, Pennsylva-
nia. Photographs confirmed the 67/AP 

Art McMorris prepares to band one of the three Peregrine Falcon nestlings  
(held by Karen Rankin-Baransky) reared at BC#1 in 2016. © Ed Norman 
2016.
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band on the resident male for all three years of the 
study. Though the female peregrine was not banded, I 
believe she was the same individual throughout due to 
her physical features and behavior.

I observed seventeen aggressive interactions 
be tween peregrines and ravens during 2015 (Tbl. 1); 
with ten attacks occurring during the peregrines’ 
courtship, four during incubation (30 days), zero 
during the nestling period (45 days) and three while 
the fledglings were still close to home and learning 
from their parents (time varies; a few weeks or more) 
(Fig. 2). Although the instigator of the first interac-
tion is unknown, the peregrines were the first aggres-
sor in the subsequent sixteen interactions, and in all 
the interactions I observed over three years. Once 

attacked, the ravens readily returned the aggression, 
sometimes turning the tables and chasing after the 
falcons, and they certainly may have started a conflict 
with the falcons when I was not present. I did, how-
ever, observe ravens instigating attacks on other birds 
at BC#1, albeit few (Tbl. 2). 

In 2016, the ravens surprised everyone by build-
ing their stick nest (which they sometimes line with 
deer fur) approximately thirty feet directly below the 
peregrines’ successful 2015 nest ledge, where the per-
egrines nested once again. This was the first recorded 
nest for ravens directly on the cliffs at BC#1. Despite 
their extremely close proximity, with the peregrines 
incubating eggs from April 3 to May 7 right above 
them, the ravens successfully fledged five young on 

Table 1. Interspecific Interactions Instigated by Peregrine Falcons

SPECIES  2015 2016 2017

Common Raven (C. corax) 17 12 8

Vultures (C. aura and C. atratus) 18 15 13

Bald Eagle (H. leucocephalus) 12 1 7

Osprey (P. haliaetus) 2 4 2

Red-tailed Hawk (B. jamaicensis) 6 4 1

Broad-winged Hawk (B. platypterus) 0 1 2

Sharp-shinned Hawk (A. striatus) 1 0 0

American Crow (C. brachyrhynchos) 0 1 0

Blue Jay (C. cristatta) 0 1 1

Canada Goose (B. canadensis) 1 0 0

Total   57 39 34

Table 2. Interspecific Interactions Instigated by Common Ravens

SPECIES  2015 2016 2017

American Crow (C. brachyrhynchos) 2 0 0

Vultures (C. aura and C. atratus) 0 0 2

Bald Eagle (H. leucocephalus) 1 1 1

Osprey (P. haliaetus) 1 0 0

Red-tailed Hawk (B. jamaicensis) 0 1 4

Total   4 2 7
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May 12. Three peregrine nestlings were banded on 
June 1 (two males and one female), with one fledg-
ing on June 16 and two on June 17. Despite their 
close quarters in 2016, we saw a reduction in the per-
egrines’ aggressive attacks on the ravens, from seven-
teen in 2015 to twelve (Tbl. 1). Only two of the attacks 
occurred during the peregrines’ courtship period, 

while six occurred during incubation, three occurred 
during the nestling period (representing three differ-
ent attacks on one day), and one occurred after fledg-
ing (Fig. 2).

There were two interesting changes in the peregrines’ 
behavior while their rivals were nesting below them. 

FIGURE 1a. Number of interactions (n=17) between nesting pairs of Peregrine Falcons and Common Ravens observed in 2015.

FIGURE 1b. Number of interactions (n=12) between nesting pairs of Peregrine Falcons and Common Ravens observed in 2016.
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One involved the “nest exchange,” which is when the 
male delivers food to the incubating female; she leaves 
the nest to eat, and the male takes her place incubat-
ing the eggs. In the previous year’s nest exchanges, the 
female would see the male flying toward the cliffs and 
fly off the nest to meet him; food was exchanged mid-
air, with the female then flying off to eat in another 

location, and the male might circle around a few times 
before taking the female’s place and continuing incu-
bation. In 2016, nest exchanges happened on the nest 
ledge itself; the male delivered food directly to the 
incubating female, she would grab it and fly off, and 
then the male would immediately settle onto the eggs. 
Additionally, the male peregrine changed his nest 

FIGURE 2. Number of interactions between nesting pairs of Peregrine Falcons and Common Ravens observed per stage of the  
peregrines’ nesting cycle in 2015–2017.

FIGURE 1c. Number of interactions (n=8) between nesting pairs of Peregrine Falcons and Common Ravens observed in 2017.
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guarding position, so that he was physically closer to 
their nest ledge, from his usual post in 2015.  

In 2017, the ravens nested on the BC#1 cliffs again, 
moving away from the peregrine nest ledge, which 
remained the same. They did not go far, nesting on the 
cliff that is just upstream and adjacent to the peregrine 
nesting cliff, but they nested on the far side of the cliff, 
tucked into a gully such that neither the peregrines nor 
the ravens could physically see each other from their 
respective nests. The ravens fledged five chicks starting 
May 11. Three peregrine nestlings (two males and one 
female) were banded on May 26, with one fledging on 
June 12 and the other two on June 13. We saw another 
decrease in aggressive interactions, with only eight 
attacks observed, four during courtship, one during 
incubation, and three after fledging (Fig. 2). 

Peregrines showed aggression toward a variety of 
species during the observation period (Tbl. 1), some 
of which nest in the area (Bald Eagles, Ospreys, Red-
tailed Hawks), but aside from vultures (n=46), which 
are grouped together and occur in greater numbers, 
ravens (n=37) were most often the targets. And while 
the attacks on other species all occurred during intru-

sion of the peregrine nesting territory, ravens were the 
only species that were occasionally targeted beyond 
the area of the nesting cliff. For instance, the three 
attacks on the ravens during the peregrines’ 2016 
nestling stage occurred when the ravens were forag-
ing with their fledglings at the industrial site across the 
river. Seemingly unprovoked, the adult male peregrine 
left his guard post and flew across the river to dive 
bomb one of the adult ravens repeatedly. After a few 
minutes, he returned to his post, but moments later, 
the adult female peregrine flew across the river and 
also repeatedly attacked an adult raven. She returned 
to the nesting cliff, but five minutes later, flew off to 
chase an adult raven that was crossing the river about 
a quarter mile upstream. Of course, the falcons also 
perch and hunt from many areas at the industrial site 
across the river, so they may consider it “their terri-
tory,” but in general, they never pursued other species 
across the river, unless they were attempting to land at 
the industrial site and another bird (usually a vulture) 
was sitting in one of their preferred spots.

So, why do peregrines and ravens nest near one 
another, in spite of their well-known hostility? They 
are both charismatic birds that exhibit strong nest site 

Common Ravens and Peregrine Falcons in Bucks County: Old Rivals in a New Location

A newly fledged Peregrine Falcon gets ready to take flight. © Ed Norman 2016.
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fidelity and vigorously defend their territories, which 
may reciprocally benefit each species. The ravens 
would likely benefit from the peregrines’ aggression 
toward other intruders (Ratcliffe 1993, White and 
Cade 1971). One study in Italy also suggests that pere-
grines are more productive when they nest near ravens 
(Sergio et al. 2004). Since ravens nest before pere-
grines, they could certainly avoid them, but the ravens’ 
presence may indicate good habitat for peregrines 
and provide an “early warning system” regarding 
predators mentioned earlier that also target peregrine 
young. However, a separate study in Northern Italy 
and Southern Switzerland found that the presence of 
ravens depressed the breeding success of peregrines, 
and wiped it out completely if there were also ice 
climbers present (Brambilla et al. 2004). The cliffs at 
BC#1 also have ice climbers in the winter months, but 
there are restrictions near the peregrine nesting area, 
which began in late 2015 (and have started on Febru-
ary 1 of each year since then). In Pennsylvania, there 
were eight cliff nests in 2015 and 2016, and nine in 
2017, representing a total of twenty-five possible nest-
ing opportunities, of which fifteen succeeded. While 
ravens were observed and noted incidentally at each 
of these cliff habitats, data regarding their interactions 
with and proximity to falcons at these sites are incom-
plete, so it is unknown whether the ravens played any 
role in the ten cliff nest failures (F.A. McMorris, pers. 
comm.).

On the cliffs in BC#1, it seems as if the ravens sought 
proximity to the peregrines. After nesting across the 
river in 2014 and 2015 (which was their first experi-
ence competing with peregrines at this location), they 
chose to nest right under their beaks (within 30 feet) in 
2016. There are other reports in the literature of ravens 
and peregrines successfully nesting within 16-50 feet 
of one another (Ratcliffe 1993, White and Cade 1971). 
Certainly, there are a variety of factors influencing the 
location that the ravens choose to build a nest each 
year, but it was nonetheless surprising to see them so 
close.  In 2017, the ravens moved a little farther away, 
nesting on the adjacent cliff. 

The peregrines raised their young from the same 
nest ledge throughout, and there was a decrease in the 
aggressive interactions between the two species from 
year to year. The first-time nesting peregrines may 
have been overly aggressive as they were introduc-

ing themselves to their competitors, and perhaps they 
engaged in fewer altercations once they gained experi-
ence. The timing of the falcons’ nesting cycle and the 
location of the ravens’ nest may have also contributed 
to the equation. In 2016, the highest number of inter-
actions occurred while the falcons were incubating 
eggs and the ravens were directly below them — easy 
targets during the falcon nest exchange, particularly as 
the male was exiting the nest ledge when the female 
returned. The lowest number of interactions occurred 
in 2017 when the nests were close, but the birds could 
not physically see one another. This type of nesting 
scenario has been noted to increase the falcons’ and 
ravens’ tolerance for one another in other locations 
(Ratcliffe 1993).

This study site mirrors the history and ecologi-
cal trajectory of both species in Pennsylvania. While 
their paths have been very different, both populations 
are now thriving across the Commonwealth, afford-
ing the ravens a chance to settle at BC#1 while giv-
ing the peregrines a chance to return after such a long 
absence. The cliffs are excellent habitat for both spe-
cies, and despite their mutual animosity, they have 
both managed to prosper and fledge young here. It has 
been an extraordinary experience to see the relation-
ship between these two competitors evolving over the 
years, back and forth across the river, as they defend 
their new nesting territories, and to hear the young 
falcon and young raven voices, brightly echoing off 
the shale cliff walls.
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The “Self-Portrait” of John James Audubon Is a Copy
Matthew R. Halley

For more than a decade, I have been conducting an 
expansive investigation of the life and works of John 
James Audubon (1785–1851), the famous painter and 
ornithologist. My goal is not to reshuffle century-old 
anecdotes, as many biographers have done, but to 
locate novel primary sources — lost specimens, letters, 
diaries, etc. — that expand and reframe our under-
standing of Audubon’s art, science, and pseudoscience 
(e.g., Halley 2015, 2016, 2018a–c, 2019a, 2020a–b, 
2022). One of the most mysterious artifacts known to 
Audubon scholars is an oil painting purported to be 
his self-portrait (Fig. 1). Privately-owned, the painting 
is framed with a placard that reads:

John James Audubon, painted by  
himself about the year 1822

How well established are the claims in this inscrip-
tion? How do we know that Audubon was the cre-
ator and subject of this painting? Are there primary 
sources that shed light on these questions? Here, after 
many years of investigation, I summarize what I have 
learned about this obscure topic. As usual, with Audu-
bon, there is more than meets the eye.

A Review of the Evidence
The first claim — that Audubon is the subject of the 

portrait — is easily established through provenance. 
The existence of the portrait was revealed in the 1880s, 
after its owner Mrs. E. C. (Johnson) Walker brought it 
to the attention of Robert W. Shufeldt (1850–1934), an 
ornithologist who was briefly the husband of Audu-
bon’s granddaughter Florence. Shufeldt (1886) pub-
lished an account of his interactions with Walker and 
a poor-quality reproduction of the portrait. According 
to Walker’s account, Lucy Audubon was her childhood 
tutor from 1827 to 1830, at the “Beech Grove” planta-
tion managed by her father, William Garret Johnson, 
in West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana. The oil painting 
was one of several items that Lucy reportedly left in 
the Johnson’s home when she departed:

There was a portfolio of quite a number and 
variety of [prints of] birds left with my father 

by Mrs. Audubon, but they have been given to 
different members of our family. [My father] left 
a half-finished portrait of [Audubon’s] wife and 
two sons, a portrait of [Audubon] himself in oil 
colors, taken by himself with the aid of a mir-
ror and a life size American Eagle.” (Walker in 
Shufeldt 1886)

Walker’s story is largely corroborated by an inde-
pendent source, which was apparently unknown to 
Shufeldt. More than 30 years before Walker came forth 
with the self-portrait, Thorpe (1851) visited Beech 
Grove and published the following descriptive account:

In the hospitable mansion of [William Garret 
Johnson], in the parish of West Feliciana [Loui-
siana], if one will look into the parlor, they will 
see over the piano a cabinet-sized portrait [of 
the ornithologist], remarkable for a bright eye 
and intellectual look … Opposite hangs ‘a proof 

FIGURE 1. Monochrome print of the oil painting pur-
ported to be the self-portrait of John James Audubon 
(1785–1851). Original work in private collection. Repro-
duced courtesy of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Drexel University (ANSP Archive Collection 457).
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impression’ of ‘the bird of Washington,’ a trib-
ute of a grateful heart to an old friend1 … in the 
family holding these pleasing mementos, the 
‘Audubons’ lived for many years … Here it was 
that the wife of the great naturalist bid him go 
forward with his work, and not only cheered him 
on, but threw the acquirements of her own indus-
try into the glory of the future. (Thorpe 1851)

With the provenance of the painting now estab-
lished, we may feel confident that the clean-shaven 
subject of the oil painting is indeed Audubon. How-
ever, other than the testimony of Walker, what evidence 
is there that the oil painting is Audubon’s self-portrait? 
There is only one mention of a self-portrait in “pri-
mary” sources, to my knowledge (see Halley 2022, for 
issues related to Audubon’s diaries). On July 26, 1824, 
after a nostalgic visit to Mill Grove, Audubon wrote 
in his diary: “Gave Mr. Haines my portrait, drawn by 
myself, on condition that he should have it copied in 
case of my death before making another, and send it 
[i.e., the copy] to my wife” (Buchanan 1868: 87–88). 
This passage refers to Reuben Haines III (1786–1831), 
the Corresponding Secretary of the Academy of Natu-
ral Sciences of Philadelphia (ANSP), who was one of 
three ANSP members who nominated Audubon for 
membership in 1824 (Halley 2015, 2018c).

For several years, I have suspected that the painting 
in question is the copy mentioned in Audubon’s diary 
transcript, not the original. Historians have merely 
assumed that it was Audubon’s self-portrait, based on 
Walker’s testimony, and that it was created in 1822/23, 
because that is when Audubon painted oil portraits of 
his sons, Victor and John, and of a local family, the 
Flukers (Arthur 1937, McDermott 1958, Peck 2020). 
However, “a glance at [the oil portrait of Audubon] in 
comparison with the portraits of [his sons] and [the] 
Fluker boys shows such an advance in skill that it 
could not have been done at this early date” (McDer-
mott 1958). This anomaly may simply be evidence that 
the oil painting was not painted by Audubon at all, but 
by an unidentified portraitist in Philadelphia, com-
missioned by Reuben Haines.

New Evidence from Wyck
Fortuitously, I served (twice) as the resident care-

taker of Wyck, the ancestral home of Reuben Haines 
in Germantown, Philadelphia, and have been study-
ing the Haines family papers for more than a decade. 
My persistent search for information was finally 
gratified in 2018, when I found an unpublished letter 
dated 1897, from Francis Cope Haines (1857–1918), a 
grandson of Reuben, in response to an inquiry made 
by William Henry Wetherill (1838–1927), a descen-
dent of the Wetherill family who purchased the Audu-
bon homestead at Mill Grove in 1813 (Ford 1964). 
The letter contains the testimony of Reuben’s young-
est daughter, Jane Reuben Haines (1832–1911), who 
recalled that an “unfinished sketch” portrait of Audu-
bon was at Wyck during her childhood. Although 
interested in birds, Jane was not a subscriber to The 
Auk, journal of the American Ornithologists’ Union 
(AOU), where Shufeldt’s (1886) reproduction of the 
oil portrait was published. Indeed, it seems likely that 
her memory of Audubon’s self-portrait was untainted 
by outside influences and based entirely on her own 
experience. The following is extracted from Francis’s 
letter (Wyck Association Collection, American Philo-
sophical Society [APS] Library Mss.Ms.Coll.52):

Germantown Phila. March 3d 1897

    Dear sir: Since acknowledging the receipt of 
your letter of 26th ultimo I have inquired of my 
Aunts Mrs. Hannah H. Bacon and Miss Jane 
R. Haines what knowledge or recollection they 
have of the portrait of Audubon of which you 
wrote. These ladies are the only surviving chil-
dren of my grandfather Reuben Haines of Ger-
mantown. Neither of them has any recollection 
of any full-length portrait of Audubon being in 
the possession of the family.
    Miss J. R. Haines who occupies [Wyck] the 
old homestead S.W. Corner of Germantown 
Ave. and W. Walnut Lane has however a child-
ish recollection of a portrait of Audubon in 
either watercolor or black + white which only 
extended to below the shoulders and was appar-

1.Thorpe’s (1851) account confirms that the “life size American Eagle” mentioned by Walker was a double-elephant folio print 
(likely uncolored) of the Bird of Washington, which I have argued was an invented and fraudulent species, based on a partially 
plagiarized painting and reinforced with fabricated data (Halley 2020b).



No. 78 (2019–2020) 57

Matthew R. Halley

ently an unfinished sketch for it was never 
framed but simply fastened inside a bookcase 
door. She has no knowledge of what has become 
of the sketch-portrait. From her description it 
seems somewhat similar to the portrait by 
Henry Inman the painter. She has a very strong 
and vivid memory of more than sixty years, but 
she was born near the time of my grandfather’s 
death in 1831.
    Her sister, Mrs. Bacon, although several years 
older has no recollection of any portrait at all 
of Audubon, not even the one Miss Haines 
remembers. Her memory is not naturally as 
strong and retentive as that of her younger sister 
and she never had the same interest in ornithol-
ogy which Miss Haines has in a popular way 
and would therefore not be so apt to remem-
ber incidents connected with Audubon. So far 
as myself is concerned I have no recollection 
of my father telling us of such a portrait as you 
speak of and I think he would have done so if it 
had remained in our family after my grandfa-
ther’s death,2 for he took much general interest 
in birds and encouraged us, his sons, to observe 
and study them in our boyhood and he was also 
very active in the management and develop-
ment of the Academy of Natural Sciences. He 
was born in 1820 and was somewhat over four 
years of age at the time of the visit to Audubon’s 
home on the Perkiomen Creek.3 I would suggest 
the probability of this portrait having been pre-
sented to the Acad. of Natural Sciences some-
time prior to or shortly after my grandfather’s 
death and would recommend a search being 
made in the Minutes of the Academy from 1824 
to about 1835.4

On the second floor of Wyck, in the “Museum room,” 
stands a large wooden cabinet where Reuben kept his 
fossil collection and other natural curiosities. This 

is the same cabinet in which I rediscovered the lost 
holotype of Baculites ovatus Say, 1820, after nearly two 
centuries (Halley 2019b). Where else would Reuben 
have kept Audubon’s self-portrait, but in this cabinet, 
his own private shrine to natural history? Jane remem-
bered that it was “never framed but simply fastened 
inside a bookcase door.” A close inspection of the door 
reveals four tiny pinholes on the inside surface (Fig. 2).

According to Shufeldt (1886), the canvas of the 
oil painting is tacked to a handmade wooden frame 

FIGURE 2. Inside surface of the door of Reuben Haines’s 
fossil cabinet at Wyck. Four small pinholes in the door, 
indicated by black arrows, form a vertical rectangle with 
the dimensions 21.5 × 19 cm (length/width ratio = 0.88). 
The white paper adhered to the door is younger than the 
pinholes, because one of the holes is partially covered by 
the paper in the lower left. Other than the absence of the 
items that once hung here, the cabinet and its contents are 
thought to have been virtually undisturbed since Reuben’s 
death in 1831 (see Halley 2019b). Photograph by Cara 
Caputo. Reproduced courtesy of the Wyck Association.

2. Reuben Haines died suddenly in October 1831 (Halley 2018c). It is plausible that the portrait hung in the cabinet during 
the 1830s, long enough to impress upon Jane’s memory, but was removed by 1840 or so.

3. Reuben and his wife Jane hosted Audubon overnight at Wyck on July 25, 1824, then took him in their carriage to Mill Grove 
the following day (Halley 2015, 2018c). This was the occasion when Audubon gave his self-portrait to Haines, on condition 
that he have it copied. Mill Grove is situated on the Perkiomen Creek near its confluence with the Schuylkill River, exactly 17 
miles (27.4 km) from Wyck following the route they most likely traveled (i.e., Germantown Ave., to Ridge Rd., to Egypt Rd.).

4. No such record or painting has been located at the ANSP.
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with the dimensions 31 × 26 cm (length/width ratio 
= 0.84). This is approximately 44% larger and slightly 
narrower than the pinhole dimensions (Fig. 2), exactly 
what we would expect to find if the copyist chose to 
work on a canvas that was slightly larger than the orig-
inal. The copyist would not have needed to resize the 
image because Audubon’s figure does not take up the 
entire canvas and his jacket is extended to the elbow. 
If the image was cropped to “below the shoulders,” as 
Jane remembered, the figure would fit neatly within 
the pinhole dimensions.

Conclusions and Reflections
In summary, the primary record supports the copy 

theory. There is no primary evidence whatsoever that 
the oil painting was “painted by [Audubon] himself 
about the year 1822,” as the inscription on the frame 
claims, only Walker’s testimony about events that she 
and her father did not witness. An eyewitness account 
by Reuben Haines’s daughter describes an unfinished 
“sketch” portrait at Wyck in the 1830s, and her story is 
corroborated by physical evidence in the form of pin-
holes with the appropriate dimensions in the door of 
Reuben’s natural history cabinet. Furthermore, there is 
no reason to suspect that “honest Quaker Haines,” as 
Audubon called him to Thomas Sully in August 1824 
(Herrick 1917: 339), failed to complete his task. Audu-
bon had requested that Haines commission a “copy” 
(i.e., an oil portrait), based on an original self-portrait 
that may have been executed in pastels or watercolor, 
and to have the copy sent to Lucy in Louisiana. This 
neatly explains how the oil portrait ended up in the 
Johnson’s house in West Feliciana, Louisiana, where 
Lucy was employed from 1827–1830, and why Lucy 
was apparently willing to give it away — because it was 
a copy, probably with little sentimental value.

Audubon’s original self-portrait, which served as 
the source material for the oil portrait copy, is still 
missing and may have been destroyed. I have thor-
oughly searched the Wyck house, including combing 
through the pages of books in the library, hoping to 
find it tucked in, but to no avail. Wyck is a mysteri-
ous place, and the portrait could still turn up there, but 
that would surprise me. It was probably removed by 
1840, late enough to have impressed on Jane’s memory 
but early enough for no memory to have formed in 
the next generation of the Haines family. If the self-
portrait does exist, I suspect that it is preserved in a 
public archive somewhere, filed under an anonymous 
label (e.g., “portrait of unidentified man”), thus escap-
ing the notice of scholars. If so, to find it, we will need 
a strong search image and a fair dose of luck.

Therefore, I implore you, dear reader, to be on the 
lookout for the lost self-portrait of John James Audu-
bon! It was probably not executed with oil paints, 
but instead with pastels (“black + white”), Audubon’s 
favored medium for portraits (Peck 2020), or perhaps 
watercolors, on a piece of paper approximately 22 × 20 
cm, with pinholes in the corners.
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Birds as Ecological Indicators at the University of  
Pennsylvania
Chloe Cerwinka

Birds are ubiquitous, intricately connected to 
habitat, sensitive to environmental changes and their 
presence can indicate ecosystem function. Positioned 
within the Atlantic Flyway, a critical bird migration 
route, Philadelphia sustains hundreds of species of 
migrating and resident birds every year, supporting 
at least 104 species in the winter (Russell 2019), 42 
breeding species in the summer (Halley and Croasdale 
2018), and 300 species through migration (U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service 2002). Situated in the heart of the 
city, the University of Pennsylvania (Penn) provides 
important stop-over habitat for migrating birds as well 
as foraging and nesting habitat for resident birds. Dur-
ing migration and breeding seasons in 2018 and 2019, 
I conducted 24 replicable point-count surveys and 
area searches at representative habitat typologies on 
Penn’s campus to determine comprehensive baseline 
diversity, abundance, and behavior data. Systematic 
data collection resulted in 67 species from 30 families, 
with a total of 3,061 observations of birds recorded 
(an additional 16 species were observed as incidentals 
in between survey points but are not included in the 
following data analysis). As the university’s Landscape 
Planner, I play a pivotal role in furthering sustainabil-
ity goals and influencing landscape ecology, plant-
ings, monitoring, and management on campus. This 
research establishes quantitative data that can inform 
landscape standards and define best practices.

Survey Sites and Data Collection
Penn, a private institution of higher learning, has 

been located on the West Philadelphia campus since 
1871. A campus arboretum and a large urban forest, 
with 18.8% tree canopy coverage (representing trees 
8' high and taller, O’Neil Dunne 2019), it encompasses 
about 300 acres of land (extending from 30th Street 
to 40th Street, east to west, and Chestnut Street to the 
Schuylkill River, north to south). It includes about  
100 acres of open space, over 6,200 trees and multiple 
urban parks, gardens, green roofs, and green stormwa-
ter infrastructure. Today’s campus is built on a legacy 
of long-term open space planning that began burying 

trolleys underground and pedestrianizing streets in 
the 1950s and created a holistic vision for the campus 
landscape in the 1970s (Center for Environmental 
Design 1977). Within its core campus, Penn increased 
canopy coverage from 8.7% in 1970 to 20.5% in 2012, 
representing trees and shrubs based on aerial photo 
interpretation (Roman et al. 2017). Using 2018 light 
detection and ranging (LiDAR)-derived data that cap-
tured trees 8' high and taller, the same core campus 
area increased to 23.94% canopy coverage (O’Neil 
Dunne 2019). Penn continues its ambitious greening 
goals through curation and management of “a diverse 
collection of trees, focused on preserving and sustain-
ing the urban forest for the well-being of the commu-
nity, environmental benefits, research, and educational 
opportunities” (Penn Campus Arboretum).  

Penn works to address climate change and fur-
ther sustainability goals across the entire university, 
emphasizing the importance of environmental sus-
tainability, ecological landscapes and bird-friendly 
design (CAP 2.0 2014, CSAP 3.0 2019). The Climate 
and Sustainability Action Plan (CSAP) 3.0 prioritized 
ecological landscapes, recommending the implemen-
tation of Penn’s Ecological Landscape Stewardship Plan 
(ELSP 2018), guidelines that “will build on landscape 
best practices and will articulate improved ecologi-
cal design and management of landscape and open 
space across campus” (CSAP 3.0 2019). At the same 
time, Penn has developed almost 50 acres over the 
last decade and plans to continue expanding and re-
developing its urban campus (Penn 2006, 2013, 2018). 
Potential future development includes a new South 
Street parking garage with an athletic field on the roof, 
to be constructed in Penn Park, adjacent to the South 
Street Bridge (Penn 2018). Penn is poised to develop 
spaces thoughtfully and intentionally, limiting eco-
logical damage in the process. 

Kaskey Memorial Park, otherwise known as the 
BioPond, Penn’s original botanic garden, has been 
reduced by adjacent development from its original 
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five acres to three. A longtime birder provided a bird 
list containing 85 bird species based on 30 years of 
informal observations (Jeffrey Faust, pers. comm.). 
There were 39 species documented historically in the 
BioPond that were not documented during recent sys-
tematic bird counts, though 25 were documented in 
recent eBird sightings (eBird 2022). This list includes 
species that are uncommon in our region, such as the 
Yellow-throated Vireo, White-crowned Sparrow, and 
Savannah Sparrow and others are still common in the 
region but happened to not be observed during our 
data collection, such as the Baltimore Oriole, House 
Wren, Eastern Towhee, and Wood Thrush. Many of 
the birds historically observed in the BioPond could be 
encouraged to return to the garden through continued 
minor adjustments to landscape management prac-
tices. While attracting birds to Penn’s landscape, bird-
friendly guidelines should continue to be implemented.

Many birds are in danger of extinction as a result 
of multiple human-induced causes. A recent study 
analyzed widespread bird monitoring networks over 
50 years and found substantial declines that indicate 
a net loss of nearly three billion birds (29%) since 
1970 (Rosenberg et al. 2019). Researchers estimate 
that building collisions kill between 365 and 988 
million birds annually in the United States (Loss et 
al. 2014). Migrating birds are attracted to building 
lights and cannot recognize glass as a barrier, often 
dying from collisions. While bird window strikes have 
been documented in Philadelphia since the late 1890s 
(Frank 2015, Baily 1900), threats only have increased 
over time and many of the same species continue to 
be killed: “Species such as the White-throated Spar-
row, Ovenbird, and Common Yellowthroat appear 
consistently on top 10 lists from urban areas” (Shep-
pard 2011). These same species and others were docu-
mented as the most frequent bird strikes at Penn from 

April 2018 to October 2019 (followed by the number 
found dead in parentheses): Ovenbird (13), Common 
Yellowthroat (12), Gray Catbird (8), White-throated 
Sparrow (5), Mourning Dove (4), Black-and-white 
Warbler (4), and Song Sparrow (4). Ninety bird strikes 
comprising thirty species were recovered, likely a sig-
nificant undercount of actual species killed (Penn Bird 
Strikes 2019). Blackpoll Warblers, listed as endangered 
in Pennsylvania by the Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion, were found dead three times on campus.  

I chose sites representative of four different habitat 
typologies with diverse characteristics (Tbl. 1, Fig. 1) 
that included a total of nine survey plot points: 

BioPond (Kaskey Park): 3-acre mature, diverse 
woodland comprised of native and non-native trees, 
shrubs, and perennials, dating back to 1897; 74.8% 
canopy cover, with a 0.09 acre man-made pond, 0.23 
acre impervious surfaces with approximately 0.18 acre 
permeable paths, 0.25 acre mowed lawn and 0.04 acre 
rain garden on the western edge of the parcel (2 plot 
points). 

College Green (Blanche Levy Park): 4.25-acre 
mature urban forest comprised of native and non-
native trees dominated by Prunus × yedoensis, Acer 
saccharum, Ulmus parvifolia, Platanus × hispanica, 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica, and Acer rubrum, contain-
ing the oldest known tree on campus and a central 
open lawn, dating back to the 1890s; 70.69% canopy 
cover, 1.54 acres mowed lawn, 0.85 acre impervious 
surfaces, with shrub and herbaceous layers at edges 
(2 plot points). 

Shoemaker Green: 2.75-acre urban park com-
prised of native trees, shrubs, and perennials, domi-
nated by Quercus phellos, Magnolia virginiana, and 

Table 1. Vegetation Characteristics at Each Site

SITE AREA # OF TREE # OF TREES % CANOPY AVG. CANOPY AVG. SHRUB 
  (ACRES) SPECIES  COVER HEIGHT (m) HEIGHT (m)

 BioPond 3.00 105 257 74.80 8.8 3.6

 College Green 4.25 77 325 70.69 8.8 2.8

 Shoemaker Green 2.75 18 111 45.29 9.8 1.4

 Penn Park 24.00 48 668 13.40 8.3 1.2
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A

B

FIGURE 1. Photographs of survey sites and species supported at those sites. Species photos courtesy of Joe Durrance.  
Row A: Green Heron at BioPond, 4/28/2019. Row B: American Kestrel at Penn Park, 6/15/2019. Row C: Common  
Yellowthroat at Shoemaker Green (rain garden), 5/1/2018. Row D: Magnolia Warbler at College Green, 9/10/2019.

C

D
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Cornus florida “Cherokee Chief, ” containing a central 
open lawn, surrounded by plantings of trees, shrubs, 
and herbaceous plants, constructed in 2012; 45.29% 
canopy cover, a 0.11 acre rain garden, 0.70 acre mowed 
lawn, and 1 acre impervious surfaces (1 plot point). 

Penn Park: 24-acre urban park comprised of native 
trees and grasses, dominated by Celtis occidentalis, 
Platanus × hispanica, Quercus palustris, Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides, Liquidambar styraciflua, Quercus 
bicolor, and Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis, con-
structed in 2011; 13.4% canopy cover, 7.43 acres of 
sports fields, 5 acres of mowed turf grass, 1.88 acres 
impervious surfaces, 0.26 acre orchard and 6 acres of 
native grasses (4 plot points).  

These nine plot points allowed coverage over the 
entirety of each parcel, considering density or open-
ness of plantings, noise pollution, overall size of par-
cel, and unique features. I examined how each site 
supports bird species as a lens to improve landscape 
management. Therefore, I consolidated the nine plot 
points into four larger areas (BioPond, College Green, 
Shoemaker Green and Penn Park) for purposes of data 
analysis. Tree and shrub data was downloaded from 
Penn’s tree database BG-Base/ BG-Map/ Penn Plant 
Explorer. The tree data accessed was comprehensive, 
whereas the shrub data was incomplete but still offered 
a general description. Canopy coverage numbers rep-
resent trees 8' high and taller (O’Neil Dunne 2019). 
Any smaller tree, including most trees and shrubs 
within the Penn Park Orchard, were not captured.  

During 2018 and 2019, I conducted twenty-four 
replicable systematic bird surveys during spring 
migration, breeding season, and fall migration in 
order to estimate the diversity and abundance of spe-
cies on Penn’s campus. In spring and summer, I used 
the unlimited distance, single observer point count 
method, the most common method of bird moni-
toring, while in fall, I conducted area searches, since 
fewer birds are vocalizing (Ralph et al. 1993). I col-
lected bird data approximately every two to three 
weeks, beginning around sunrise and continuing for 
about three hours with at least one knowledgeable 
research assistant. One person recorded the bird data 
and each person used binoculars and listened for bird 
songs or calls in order to locate birds throughout the 
data collection period. I used a Bird Point Count Data 

Sheet recording weather conditions, location, bird 
species, behaviors seen and/or heard and applicable 
notes during a 10-minute period from a specific plot 
point. Sometimes, we were only able to identify the 
bird to the order or genus level, but not down to spe-
cies. Occasionally, no birds were observed during a 
point count. Observations do not equate to the num-
ber of individual birds, since we rarely knew whether 
we saw the same birds across multiple bird counts on 
different days. Flyovers, birds observed flying high 
overhead, were not interacting with the landscape and 
were therefore excluded. This data provides a snap-
shot of what species were observed on Penn’s campus 
during the survey periods and is not a comprehensive 
census.  

Total Species Richness
We documented 67 species from 30 families dur-

ing systematic sightings, with a total of 3,061 observa-
tions, of which 2,837 were identified to species. The 
survey sites contained both overlapping and unique 
species and supported the following species totals: 45 
in the BioPond, 40 in Penn Park, 39 in College Green, 
and 29 in Shoemaker Green. The ten most abundant 
species across the entire survey period were (in order 
of decreasing abundance): House Sparrow, European 
Starling, American Robin, Rock Pigeon, Chimney 
Swift, American Goldfinch, Gray Catbird, Northern 
Mockingbird, Mourning Dove, and Northern Cardinal. 

Species richness followed similar trends at each 
site with peaks during migration seasons; the BioPond 
supported the most species during fall migration, 
while Penn Park supported high numbers throughout 
the year (Fig. 2). Fourteen species (20%) were docu-
mented at all four sites during the course of my study, 
including American Goldfinch, American Robin, Car-
olina Wren, Chimney Swift, Common Yellowthroat, 
European Starling, Gray Catbird, House Finch, House 
Sparrow, Mourning Dove, Northern Cardinal, North-
ern Mockingbird, Rock Pigeon, and White-throated 
Sparrow (Tbl. 2). Generally, the most detected birds 
were found at all sites. Common Yellowthroats and 
White-throated Sparrows were found in all four habi-
tat types across the study sites in lower numbers but 
were equally as adaptable as the more common species. 
All of the study sites support many species, and every 
effort should be made to continue planting and manag-

(text continues on page 66)
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Table 2. Bird Species Observed
All bird species observed during systematic bird counts, arranged in taxonomic order, highlighting migration 
status, breeding status (on campus), foraging guild, conservation score, and locations observed. Asterisks indicate 
Pennsylvania Species of Greatest Conservation Need (Pennsylvania Game Commission and Pennsylvania Fish & Boat 
Commission 2015). Data gathered during point count surveys used in conjunction with literature review to determine 
migration status in the Delaware Valley region, breeding status (on campus), and foraging guild (Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology 2019). Conservation scores range from 0 to 20, with 0 representing low conservation concern and 20 
representing high conservation concern (The North American Bird Conservation Initiative 2016).

Migration Status Legend:  R–Resident  •  M–Migrant  •  MB–Migrant Breeder  •  W–Wintering  •  I–Introduced

Breeding Status Legend:  C–Confirmed  •  Pr–Probable  •  Po–Possible  •  U–Unlikely

Foraging Guild Legend:  ADB–Aerial Diving: Birds  •  ADF–Aerial Diving: Fish  •  ADSA–Aerial Diving: Small  
Animals  •  AFB–Aerial Foraging: Birds  •  AFI–Aerial Foraging: Insects  •  BFI–Bark Foraging: Insects •   
DO–Dabbling: Omnivore  •  FI–Flycatching: Insects  •  FGF–Foliage Gleaning: Fruits  •  FGI–Foliage Gleaning:  
Insects  •  FGS–Foliage Gleaning: Seeds  •  GFI–Ground Foraging: Insects  •  GFO–Ground Foraging: Omnivore  • 
GFS–Ground Foraging: Seeds  •  HN–Hovering: Nectar  •  SC–Soaring: Carrion  •  SSA–Soaring: Small Animals  •  
SF–Stalking: Fish

Mallard R C DO 7       •

Mourning Dove R C GFS 7 • • • •

Rock Pigeon I Po GFS 0 • • • •

Chimney Swift* MB Po AFI 12 • • • •

Ruby-throated  MB Pr HN 8   •   • 
Hummingbird

Green Heron MB Pr SF 11       •

Turkey Vulture R U SC 5       •

Cooper’s Hawk R Pr AFB 7 •   • •

Red-tailed Hawk R Pr SSA 6 • • •  

Belted Kingfisher R U ADF 10 •      

Downy Woodpecker R Pr BFI 7     • •

Hairy Woodpecker R Pr BFI 6     •  

Northern Flicker R Pr GFI 9 • •    

Yellow-bellied M U BFI 7 •   • • 
Sapsucker

American Kestrel* R C ADSA 11 • •    

Merlin M U AFB 7 •      

Peregrine Falcon R Po ADB 10 • •    

Eastern Kingbird MB C FI 11 •     •

Eastern Phoebe MB Pr FI 8 •     •

Eastern Wood-Pewee MB Pr FI 10       •

Red-eyed Vireo MB Po FGI 6 •      
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American Crow R Pr GFO 6   •    

Blue Jay R Pr GFO 8 •      

Fish Crow R C GFO 10 • • •  

Carolina Chickadee R Pr FGI 9 •  • •

Barn Swallow MB Pr AFI 8 •      

Tree Swallow MB Pr AFI 10 •      

Golden-crowned Kinglet M U FGI 8     • •

Ruby-crowned Kinglet M U FGI 6     • •

White-breasted Nuthatch R Po BFI 6     • •

Brown Creeper* M U BFI 8   •   •

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher MB U FGI 7     • •

Carolina Wren R C GFI 7 • • • •

European Starling I C GFI 0 • • • •

Brown Thrasher MB U GFO 11       •

Gray Catbird* R C GFI 8 • • • •

Northern Mockingbird R C GFO 8 • • • •

American Robin R C GFI 5 • • • •

Hermit Thrush M U GFI 6     • •

Swainson’s Thrush* M U FGI 10       •

Cedar Waxwing R C FGF 6 • • •  

House Sparrow I C GFO 0 • • • •

American Goldfinch R C FGS 6 • • • •

House Finch R C GFS 6 • • • •

Chipping Sparrow MB Pr GFS 8 •     •

Dark-eyed Junco W U GFS 8 •   • •

Song Sparrow R Pr GFI 8 • •   •

White-throated Sparrow* W U GFS 9 • • • •

Brown-headed Cowbird R Pr GFS 7 •      

Common Grackle R Po GFO 9 • • •  

Red-winged Blackbird R Pr GFI 8 •      

American Redstart MB Pr FGI 11   • • •

Black-and-white  MB U BFI 11 •   • • 
Warbler*

Blackpoll Warbler* M U FGI 11       •

Black-throated Blue  M U FGI 9       • 
Warbler*

(continued)
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ing diverse habitats within Penn’s existing open space 
in order to keep supporting these declining birds. 

Twenty-four species (35%) were only documented 
at one site during the course of my study with Penn 
Park and the BioPond supporting the highest num-
bers of unique species (Tbl. 3). This is not surprising 
as Penn Park provides wide open space with extensive 
native meadows and young trees lining the edge, while 
the BioPond contains mature trees, dense understory 
creating structural complexity, and a water source. 
The Green Heron, the sole species in the stalking fish 
foraging guild, takes advantage of the BioPond’s spe-
cialized habitat characteristics, hunting for fish in the 
shallow pond (Fig. 1, Tbl. 3). Both sites provide sig-
nificant wildlife value for birds in the region during 
breeding and migration.

Birds that eat insects and occur in forests, mature 
woods, open woodlands, and woodland edges were 
more likely to be detected only in the BioPond and 
College Green. Those species included the Downy 
Woodpecker, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, White-breasted Nuthatch, Blue-gray Gnat-

catcher, Hermit Thrush, Blue-winged Warbler, and 
Chestnut-sided Warbler. Birds that occur in open areas 
with cliffs or grasslands were more likely to be detected 
only in Penn Park and Shoemaker Green, such as the 
Peregrine Falcon (seen perched on top of the adjacent 
222.5 m tall FMC Tower) and American Kestrel. Birds 
that occur in grasslands, forests and their edges, and 
open woodlands were more likely to be detected only in 
the BioPond and Penn Park, such as the Eastern King-
bird, Eastern Phoebe, and Chipping Sparrow. 

Penn’s campus supported 28 residents, 18 migratory 
breeders, 15 migrants, 3 wintering, and 3 introduced 
species (Fig. 3, Tbl. 2, Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
2019). Of these 67 species, 22% were confirmed breed-
ers on-site (Tbl. 4), 19% were probable, 21% were pos-
sible and 37% were unlikely. In order to confirm the 
breeding status of birds observed on campus (Tbl. 2), 
I searched my data in order to obtain direct evidence: 
ON-On Nest, CN-Constructing Nest, BY-Begging 
Young, FY-Feeding Young, PB-Pair Bonding, YOY-
Young of Year, FT-Food Transfer, HY-Hatch Year, 
NM-Nest Material. I also searched for the following 
words in the Notes entry in order to obtain indirect 

Birds as Ecological Indicators at the University of Pennsylvania

Black-throated Green  M U FGI 9   •     
Warbler*

Blue-winged Warbler* MB U FGI 13     • •

Chestnut-sided Warbler M U FGI 12     • •

Common Yellowthroat MB Pr FGI 9 • • • •

Golden-winged Warbler* M U FGI 16     •  

Magnolia Warbler M U FGI 8     •  

Northern Parula M U FGI 8   • • •

Ovenbird MB U GFI 9   • • •

Palm Warbler M U GFI 11     •  

Yellow Warbler MB Po FGI 8 •      

Yellow-rumped Warbler W U FGI 6 •   • •

Northern Cardinal R C GFS 5 • • • •

Table 2. Bird Species Observed (continued)
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evidence of confirmed breeding, including: parent, 
family, YOY, young, HY, hatch, juvenile, baby, babies, 
mom, nest, pair, male, female. Without additional 
evidence, most of the birds found on campus dur-
ing June or July were deemed probable breeders. For 
example, Chipping Sparrows were observed and heard 
in Penn Park during June and July and were therefore 
considered probable breeders on-site. In addition, 
Common Yellowthroats are migrant breeders that are 

likely breeding on-site at the BioPond. Before and after 
breeding season, we observed some species known 
to breed in the region that may be breeding on-site. 
These possible breeders included the Peregrine Fal-
con, White-breasted Nuthatch, Common Grackle, 
Cooper’s Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Hairy Woodpecker, 
and Blue Jay. Many factors encourage birds to breed 
on-site; additional food, water, shelter and nesting 
boxes, as appropriate, should be provided.

Table 3. Bird Species Unique to Survey Sites

PENN PARK BIOPOND COLLEGE GREEN SHOEMAKER GREEN

Belted Kingfisher Mallard Hairy Woodpecker American Crow

Merlin Green Heron Golden-winged Black-throated Green 
   Warbler Warbler

Red-eyed Vireo Turkey Vulture Magnolia Warbler  

Blue Jay Eastern Wood-Pewee Palm Warbler 

Barn Swallow Brown Thrasher  

Tree Swallow Swainson's Thrush  

Brown-headed Cowbird Blackpoll Warbler  

Red-winged Blackbird Black-throated Blue 
  Warbler

Yellow Warbler   

FIGURE 2. Species richness across study sites, throughout the year.
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Foraging Guilds
Birds are grouped into foraging guilds that describe 

feeding behavior based on their major foods, substrate, 
and technique (Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2019). 
Penn’s campus supports bird species that encompass 
eighteen foraging guilds (Fig. 4, Tbl. 2), however, most 
birds fall into five main guilds, as follows:  

•  28% Foliage Gleaning Insectivore 
•  15% Ground Foraging Insectivore
•  12% Ground Foraging Seed Eater 
•  10% Ground Foraging Omnivore
•  9% Bark Foraging Insectivore

Each habitat supports different species richness, 
illustrating important details about Penn’s landscape 
function. Figure 4 shows the composition of forag-
ing guilds at each of the survey sites. The largest guild, 
foliage gleaning insectivores, includes many species 
that have been designated by the state as Pennsylvania 

Species of Greatest Conservation Need. These birds, 
which are mostly migratory, are primarily warbler spe-
cies, along with kinglets and chickadees. These were 
detected mainly in the BioPond and College Green, as 
a result of the diversity of tree species and the presence 
of significant mature trees as well as ample upper and 
lower canopy structure. Of the birds in this guild, only 
Common Yellowthroat was found at all four sites and 
several species were only found at one site. As ground 
and lower-canopy foliage gleaning insectivores, Com-
mon Yellowthroats have access to diverse habitat 
structures on campus. They were frequently observed 
foraging on the ground within the dense shrub layer 
in Shoemaker Green’s rain garden (Fig. 1), the thick 
shrub and herbaceous layer in Penn Park’s orchard, 
the dense native perennials and shrubs in the Bio-
Pond, and in the tree canopy in College Green. In con-
trast, the Magnolia Warbler was only found in College 
Green, a mature urban forest with ample foliage where 

FIGURE 3. Migration status of bird species found at survey sites.
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Table 4. Breeding Bird Species at Survey Sites

 PENN PARK SHOEMAKER GREEN  COLLEGE GREEN BIOPOND

Mallard     •

Mourning Dove  •   

American Kestrel   •  

Eastern Kingbird  •   

Fish Crow  • •  

Carolina Wren  •   

European Starling  • • • 

Gray Catbird  • • • •

Northern Mockingbird  •   

American Robin  • • • •

Cedar Waxwing  •   

House Sparrow  •  • •

American Goldfinch    • 

House Finch  • • • 

Northern Cardinal     •

FIGURE 4. Bird species foraging guilds for survey sites.  

Soaring: carrion
Aerial diving: fish

Dabbling: omnivore
Stalking: fish

Hovering: nectar
Aerial diving: small animals

Aerial diving: birds
Foliage gleaning: fruits
Soaring: small animals

Aerial foraging: birds
Foliage gleaning: seeds

Flycatching: insects
Aerial foraging: insects

Bark foraging: insects
Ground foraging: omnivore

Ground foraging: seeds
Ground foraging: insects
Foliage gleaning: insects
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migrating species can glean insects (Fig. 1). Members 
of the ground foraging insectivore guild rely on inver-
tebrate diversity and abundance, and include mostly 
residents and some of the most widespread birds 
found on campus. The most common species, such 
as American Robin or European Starling, will forage 
on open lawn. Many of the inconspicuous ground for-
aging insectivore species, such as the Ovenbird, were 
found in leaf litter within Shoemaker Green’s rain gar-
den, Memorial Garden on the northwest edge of Col-
lege Green, and throughout the entire BioPond. 

Most of the members of the ground foraging seed 
eater guild were found at all four sites. This includes 
many common species, such as Mourning Dove, Rock 
Pigeon, House Finch, and Northern Cardinal but also 
less common ones like the Chipping Sparrow, and 
wintering species such as White-throated Sparrows 
and Dark-eyed Juncos. One of the most adaptable of 
all foraging guilds, these birds rely on seeds of grasses 
and other plants, buds, fruits, and trash. Another 
extremely adaptable foraging guild, ground forag-
ing omnivores, encompasses many species that are 
prevalent in urban settings. The guild includes mostly 
common birds such as the Northern Mockingbird and 
House Sparrow. Finally, the bark foraging insectivores 
guild, encompassing White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown 
Creeper, Black-and-white Warbler, and woodpeckers, 
can be mainly found in the BioPond and College Green, 
which provide ample mature trees with furrowed bark. 

Due to their reliance on large open areas for catch-
ing insects on the wing, Penn Park supported the 
most aerial foraging insectivores (Chimney Swift, 
Tree Swallow, and Barn Swallow) of any site. As the 
fifth-most abundant bird found on campus, Chimney 
Swifts were often seen flying between 20 to 100 meters 
high, and within groups of up to twenty individual 
birds. Birds in the flycatching insectivore guild, such 
as Eastern Wood-Pewee, Eastern Phoebe and Eastern 
Kingbird, were detected mainly in the BioPond and 
Penn Park, where they had access to abundant insects 
which were likely supported by the diversity of plant 
species in those landscapes.

Conservation Values
Penn’s campus supports many species in need of 

conservation. Determining each species’ conservation 
needs is a complex and evolving process; therefore, I 

consulted multiple conservation assessments to get a 
broader understanding of the birds observed. All bird 
species native to North America have conservation 
scores based on their level of vulnerability, related to 
population size and trend, distribution and threats 
(The North American Bird Conservation Initiative 
2016). Scores vary from zero to 20 with birds of low 
conservation concern scoring from zero to eight, birds 
of moderate conservation concern scoring from nine 
to 13 and birds of high conservation concern scoring 
from 14 to 20. I assigned zero to introduced or inva-
sive species (Tbl. 2). Of the birds detected, only the 
Golden-winged Warbler has a status of high conser-
vation concern, while there is moderate conservation 
concern for 37% of the species and low conservation 
concern for 62%. However, 36% of species of low con-
cern have a score of eight, which puts them close to 
levels of moderate concern. Twelve species observed 
on Penn’s campus are listed as Pennsylvania Species 
of Greatest Conservation Need, while the Blackpoll 
Warbler is considered Endangered (Tbl. 2, Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission and Pennsylvania Fish & Boat 
Commission 2015). Each site supported many species 
of moderate to high conservation concern with the 
BioPond leading the way with 16 species. While the 
BioPond has been an established and mature land-
scape that birds have flocked to for over 100 years, 
Penn Park has existed for just over a decade. But with 
13 species of concern it still demonstrates that eco-
logically designed immature landscapes can support 
diverse bird species. Penn Park was created to provide 
athletic fields to the university community, and yet as 
a unique landscape typology it just as successfully fills 
a crucial gap within the city’s open space network. For 
example, an American Kestrel pair were confirmed 
breeding in the adjacent Shoemaker Green and reg-
ularly observed hunting in the open fields of Penn 
Park, demonstrating the importance of diverse habi-
tats, in this case one for nesting and one for foraging. 
American Kestrels are in decline; they are of moderate 
conservation concern nationwide, and are a Pennsyl-
vania Species of Greatest Conservation Need (Penn-
sylvania Game Commission and Pennsylvania Fish & 
Boat Commission 2015). Generally, North American 
Falconidae populations are increasing (Rosenberg et 
al. 2019), however, American Kestrel numbers have 
been decreasing, showing widespread losses over 
many years. This decline is due mainly to habitat loss; 
agricultural fields and open space are being rampantly 



No. 78 (2019–2020) 71

Chloe Cerwinka

developed: “Negative influences on populations are 
strongest in areas from which kestrels migrate near 
dense human populations along the Atlantic Coast” 
(Farmer and Smith 2009). Penn Park’s 24 acres of 
open space provide a unique urban habitat to species 
of concern and should be preserved for conservation 
purposes.   

A recent study highlighted steep declines across 
many families of North American birds (Rosenberg 
et al. 2019) and Penn’s campus supported 15 of those 
21 declining North American bird families, com-
prising 67 species. In addition, 40% of insect species 
are at risk of extinction, due mainly to habitat loss, 
agro-chemical pollutants, invasive species and climate 
change (Sánchez-Bayo et al. 2019). Penn is providing 
critical habitat in a largely hostile environment for 
species that are in broad decline. Fifteen species of 
New World warblers (Parulidae), that have declined 
37.60% from 1970 to 2017 (Rosenberg et al. 2019), 
were observed across the survey sites (Tbl. 5), dem-
onstrating the importance of Penn’s campus to the 
survival of migrants. Using landscape management 
techniques that support, as opposed to suppress, 
insect presence and diversity can have important ben-
efits for birds.

Architectural Strategies and Landscape 
Planning 

There are many strategies that designers, planners 
and policy makers can undertake to improve the long-
term health and viability of bird populations in the city. 
Glass that contains a 2" high × 4" wide pattern (the “2 × 
4 rule”) has been shown to be effective in reducing bird 
window collisions (Sheppard 2015). Energy-efficient 
buildings can provide important bird-friendly co-ben-
efits, since many energy-reduction strategies are also 
bird-friendly (Sheppard 2015). Philadelphia’s recently 
developed Lights Out initiative recommends turning 
off lights at night, offering a potential strategy for cities 
to help birds safely migrate through large metropolitan 
areas along major flyways (Bird Safe Philly 2022). Penn 
has begun encouraging buildings to participate in this 
initiative through a Lights Out pilot program. Multi-
ple campus buildings contain bird-friendly design ele-
ments, while new building designers are encouraged to 
follow Penn’s recently established Bird-Friendly Design 
Guidelines (Bird-Friendly Penn 2022). 

In addition to reducing any obvious threats to 
birds, one can create ecologically rich landscapes and 
enhance habitat for birds through planning, design 
and ecological management strategies. Utilizing native 

Table 5. New World Warblers Found at Survey Sites

COLLEGE GREEN BIOPOND SHOEMAKER GREEN PENN PARK

American Redstart American Redstart American Redstart Black-and-white  
   Warbler

Black-and-white Black-and-white Black-throated Green Common   
Warbler Warbler Warbler Yellowthroat

Blue-winged Warbler Blackpoll Warbler Common Yellowthroat Yellow Warbler

Chestnut-sided Black-throated Blue Northern Parula Yellow-rumped 
Warbler Warbler  Warbler

Common Yellowthroat Blue-winged Warbler Ovenbird 

Golden-winged Chestnut-sided   
Warbler Warbler

Magnolia Warbler Common Yellowthroat  

Northern Parula Northern Parula  

Ovenbird Ovenbird  

Palm Warbler Yellow-rumped Warbler  

Yellow-rumped Warbler   
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plants with high protein value for birds (Seewagen 
2010), increasing hedgerow density along corridors 
(Gottschalk et al. 2010), minimizing pesticide and 
herbicide use, decreasing unnecessary turfgrass while 
improving turfgrass maintenance regimens (Aron-
son et al. 2017), and letting leaves lay in situ all will 
enhance the ecological value of the campus.  Recently, 
efforts have been made to minimize hardwood mulch 
and increase leaf litter in the campus landscape. An 
essential part of the food web, leaf litter sustains inver-
tebrates that in turn provide an essential protein source 
for many birds. In Australia, leaving leaf litter in land-
scapes increased the diversity of bird species by over 
30% (Stagoll et al. 2010). Even though not all birds 
regularly eat insects, over 96% of land birds require 
insects for raising nestlings (Narango et al. 2017). A 
leaf litter pilot study analyzed nutrient exchange in 
various mulches to inform landscape management 
on campus (Buckner et al. 2020). Letting leaves lay on 
the ground can conflict with campus landscape aes-
thetic expectations, so strategies should be taken to 
gain buy-in from appropriate stakeholders and impact 
institutional policy when possible. Additional quan-
titative studies can help make the case for potential 
future policy changes. Choosing appropriate pilot sites 
where leaves are considered acceptable is one way to 
increase leaf litter and in turn insect abundance. This 
and other small improvements in landscape quality 
and management can have lasting effects on birds.

A relevant study revealed that “groups of well 
placed small habitat patches can, together, be sufficient 
to attract birds in intensively developed areas” (Ander-
sson and Bodin 2009). They emphasize the need to 
look at a larger network, but assert that by under-
standing habitat requirements of target species, one 
can evaluate thresholds, patches and possible barriers 
for connectivity. Wooded streets remain critical links 
for many bird species to travel from one habitat frag-
ment to another in big cities (Fernández-Juricic 2000). 
Hence, effective street tree management should con-
tinue to be prioritized at Penn. Comprehensive studies 
on stopover habitat in New York City “indicate that 
small and highly disturbed habitats that may otherwise 
be of little significance to wildlife have the potential to 
be valuable stopover sites for migrating birds” (Seewa-
gen 2010). Development should minimize impervious 
cover, plant and preserve native trees and shrubs and 
create access to fresh water in order to restore native 

bird communities (Melles et al. 2003). Urban habitat 
islands and access to water can have a positive impact 
on biodiversity, particularly if there are regional con-
nections to parkland and/or forest. Additionally, 
high-quality and structurally complex habitats often 
support more critical interactions amongst species: 
“Habitat structure is one of the fundamental environ-
mental factors that contribute to the survival of avian 
fauna in urban gradients determining the availability 
of food and nest-sites” (Magudu and Downs 2015). 
Continuing to increase the diversity and complexity 
of its shrub layer, particularly through habitat corri-
dors, will provide critical refuge to birds on campus. 
Monitoring the landscape to understand what strate-
gies are effective can inform future practices (Camp-
bell, 2013). Buildings and landscapes should mitigate 
threats while protecting and enhancing habitat patches 
to positively impact bird species richness.

Future Outlook
North American birds, whose species richness can 

indicate the health of a broader ecosystem, are in steep 
decline. As cities become more developed and habitats 
more fragmented, urban landscapes need to contrib-
ute to biodiversity. Situated along the Schuylkill River 
and Atlantic Flyway, Penn is part of a broader region 
of green space in Philadelphia and beyond and should 
continue to play an essential role in improving the 
ecological health of the area: “Natural habitat must not 
be viewed as an expendable luxury but as a crucial sys-
tem that fosters human health and supports all life on 
the planet” (Fitzpatrick and Marra 2019). Penn’s urban 
forest is a sanctuary for birds, consisting of habitat 
patches that each play a vital role in conserving biodi-
versity (Aronson et al. 2017). These fragments include 
woodlands, urban parks, gardens, green roofs and 
transportation corridors, such as railroad tracks and 
streets planted with trees. The BioPond supports the 
highest species richness at Penn, likely due to its age 
and diverse naturalized landscape strata. Penn Park 
and College Green support nearly the same number of 
species, and Shoemaker Green a considerable number 
of species as well. The University has demonstrated a 
strong desire to create higher functioning and more 
bio-diverse landscapes and should continue to priori-
tize thoughtful development in partnership with open 
space preservation and ecological landscape design 
and management.  
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Enhancing bird-friendly design guidelines and 
improving campus habitat and management strate-
gies incrementally could have a broad impact on land-
scape connectivity and bird species richness: “Cues 
to human care, expressions of neatness and tended 
nature, are inclusive symbols by which ecologically 
rich landscapes can be presented to people and can 
enter vernacular culture” (Nassauer 1995). Landscapes 
can provide beauty and ecological function at the 
same time, thus drawing people in and shifting their 
aesthetic expectations. Bird-friendly buildings can 
meet aesthetic and environmental needs together and 
will likely become commonplace as more municipali-
ties enact guidelines. Minimizing risks at glass facades 
by utilizing the 2x4 rule, limiting artificial light and 
monitoring buildings for bird collisions remain essen-

tial strategies to protect birds. These efforts should 
be expanded, by bringing awareness to the issue and 
continuing to encourage following design guidelines 
to reduce bird window collisions.  Future monitoring 
studies are recommended in order to quantify trends 
linking campus environmental health with bird spe-
cies richness and promote enhanced design guide-
lines. Establishing and maintaining resilient cities will 
be critical for the long-term health of birds and people.  
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Few places in the United States have an older and 
more venerable history of ornithology than Chester 
County, Pennsylvania. More than a century ago, the 
county’s bird knowledge was summarized by Burns 
(1919), who listed many of its noteworthy contribu-
tors. However, most of the listed names are now forgot-
ten or poorly known by the hundreds of birders who 
call Chester County home, including myself. Here, 
I review and expose primary sources that (barely) 
illuminate the activities of one such person, J.[ohn] 
Hoopes Matlack (1832–1916), an oölogist (egg collec-
tor) known to his friends and colleagues as “Hoopes.” 
The following facts about Matlack and his egg collec-
tion are admittedly modest, but at least provide a brief 
sketch of his life and a starting point for historians of 
ornithology.

Matlack was born on September 28, 1832, near 
West Chester, the son of Isaiah Matlack (1790–1833), 
a tavern keeper, and Phebe Hoopes (1794–1875). He 
was a member of the Fame Fire Company in West 
Chester, where he served as Secretary (Fig. 1; Anon. 
1899: 67), and a veteran of the Civil War, having mus-
tered with the local militia (Tenth Regiment, Com-
pany F) between September 10 and 16, 1862, when 
the rebel army threatened to invade southern Pennsyl-
vania after the second battle of Bull Run (Futhey and 
Cope 1881: xxxi). Fortunately, after a Union victory at 
Antietam on September 17, the threat of invasion hav-
ing passed, Matlack’s unit was discharged and he never 
saw battle. A few years after the war, Matlack’s interest 
in ornithology blossomed and he remained an active 
student of birds for the rest of his life. By the time he 
died, at the age of 83 years on January 1, 1916, he was 
widely known in Chester County and beyond as a col-
lector of birds’ eggs and nests. Matlack was buried at 
the Goshen Friends Burial Ground (814 N. Chester 
Rd., West Chester), beneath a modest headstone.

The Matlack Collection
Besides a brief mention by Burns (1919), who 

acknowledged him as an oölogical collector, and Wick-

ersham (1878), who wrote, “J. Hoopes Matlack, the rec-
ognized oologist of our county, with a most complete 
collection….”, there are few available details about his 
contributions. Some anecdotes can be gleaned from 
the writings of Benjamin H. Warren (1858–1926), 
another native of Chester County, who was employed 
as an ornithologist for the Pennsylvania State Board 
of Agriculture, and who occasionally related informa-
tion received from Matlack. For example, he wrote 
that “Mr. J. Hoopes Matlack thinks he has found the 
nest of serripennis [Northern Rough-winged Swallow, 
Stelgidopteryx serripennis] in Chester County” (War-
ren 1880); and “Mr. J. Hoopes Matlack informs me 
that some few years ago he found the nest and eggs of 
[Fish Crow, Corvus ossifragus] along the Brandywine 

Some Primary Sources Relating to the Oölogical 
Collection of J. Hoopes Matlack (1832–1916)
Matthew R. Halley

FIGURE 1. Photographic portrait of J. Hoopes Matlack in 
his Fame Fire Company uniform, taken in 1900 by Thomas 
W. Traylor. Chester County History Center, West Chester, 
PA (coll. DN42, Box 2, Portrait 45).
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creek, some two or three miles from the borough of 
West Chester” (Warren 1890: 204); and “Mr. J. Hoopes 
Matlack, of West Chester, informs me he found a pair 
[of Sharp-shinned Hawk, Accipiter striatus] breeding 
in an old crow’s nest; such sites, however, [as Thomas] 
Gentry advises us, are rarely chosen” (Warren 1890: 
121).

A search for extant specimens from Matlack’s 
collection (via VertNet.org and iDigBio.org) yields 
a few interesting items. Three egg sets, formerly in 
the collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia (ANSP), are now preserved in the West-
ern Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology (WFVZ) in 
Camarillo, CA. The most notable of these is a beau-
tiful clutch of Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) eggs, 
collected at Black Horse Hill, Parkesburg, Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, on May 20, 1885 (Fig. 2, WFVZ 
118019). This species had been practically eradicated 
from Chester County by the 1880s, as explained by 
Burns (1919: 48):

Rare resident. The wooded hills on either side 
of the Chester valley were famous hunting 
grounds for this king of game birds up to about 
1880. I have a specimen [i.e., study skin] (No. 

160, coll. F. L. B.) taken Nov. 23, 1889, almost 
the last individual of this once abundant species 
at Berwyn. Ladd took a set of 12 eggs, May 9, 
1886 [now WFVZ 131686].

To my knowledge, the specimens collected by Mat-
lack and Samuel Bragg Ladd (1858–1931), another 
prolific oölogist from our region (see Palmer 1944: 
687), are the only extant eggs of Ruffed Grouse from 
Chester County. There is also an egg-less data card for 
a clutch collected in April 1905, by Wilmer Woodward 
(WFVZ 206387), which may be the last evidence of 
this species breeding in the county. Sadly, given the 
modern state of habitat fragmentation and develop-
ment, it seems unlikely that the Ruffed Grouse will 
ever be restored to its list of breeding birds.

For a time, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
the Kentucky Warbler (Geothlypis formosa) was also a 
common breeder in Chester County (and neighboring 
Delaware County), where it is now rare. A lone male 
is still occasionally detected, “cheerily” singing in the 
undergrowth of the Piedmont forest (e.g., my own 
records at Warwick County Park on June 13, 2018, 
eBird S46570146; and from May to June 2011 in New 
Castle County, Delaware, Halley 2012), but it is now 
hard to imagine the situation that led Norris (1890) 
to write:

Another year’s collecting leads me to think that 
my assertion, that the Kentucky Warbler prob-
ably bred more commonly in these two counties 
[i.e., Chester and Delaware] than anywhere else 
[in Pennsylvania], was correct.

Burns (1919: 100) noted that Kentucky Warblers 
were “formerly quite rare” (i.e., before the late 19th- 
century boom). By the mid-20th century, presumably 
because of the succession of the forest understory, 
they had become rare again. Thanks to specimens col-
lected by Matlack and others, this transient phenom-
enon was documented. A set of four eggs collected at 
Milltown (East Goshen Township) on May 20, 1880, 
is now preserved at the Florida Museum (UF 55782); 
and a data card (without eggs) records a clutch col-
lected by Matlack at Milltown on June 2, 1883 (WFVZ 
224915). Norris (1892) also described two more Ken-
tucky Warbler nests and eggs that were collected by 
Matlack in southeastern Pennsylvania:

FIGURE 2. A clutch of Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) 
eggs collected by J. Hoopes Matlack on May 20, 1885 at 
Black Horse Hill, Parkesburg, Chester County, Pennsylva-
nia (WFVZ 118019). Photo by René Corado, reproduced 
courtesy of the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology.
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Set III. June 19, 1883. Delaware County, Penn. 
Collected by J. Hoopes Matlack. Nest of dried 
grasses and beech leaves, on the ground, in 
thicket of young underwood. Four eggs, fresh. 
White, spotted and speckled with chestnut 
and lavender-gray: [length] .77 × [width] .56; 
.79 × .57; .78 × .56; .75 × .56. / Set VI. June 9, 
1883. Collected by J. Hoopes Matlack. Nest on 
ground, in thicket of young underwood. Com-
posed of dry grass and beech leaves. Four eggs, 
fresh. Glossy, light creamy white. Heavily spot-
ted, especially at the larger ends, with chestnut 
and lavender-gray: [length] .79 × [width] .59; 
.77 × .59; .77 × .58; .78 × .56. 

A single egg of the Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes 
migratorius), now extinct, which was formerly in Mat-
lack’s collection, is preserved at the Museum of Com-
parative Zoology, Harvard University (MCZ 359596, 
Fig. 3). This specimen was not collected in Pennsylva-
nia, but is notable because of its rarity and local prove-
nance. A note that accompanies the specimen, written 
by Robert Pennell Sharples (1854–1927), also of West 
Chester, reads: “This egg is from the collection of J. 
Hoopes Matlack, of West Chester, Pa. who vouches 
for its authenticity. He obtained [it] in exchange from 
John Krider, of Phila. in 1876” (Fig. 4). Krider (1813–
1886) was a gunsmith and ornithologist who operated 
a popular sporting goods store in Philadelphia dur-

ing the mid-19th century. In one of Matlack’s ledgers, 
now preserved in the Delaware Museum of Nature 
& Science (DMNH, formerly Delaware Museum of 

FIGURE 3. An egg of the Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes mi-
gratorius) formerly in the collection of J. Hoopes Matlack, 
which was collected in Columbia County, New York during 
the summer of 1876 (MCZ 359596). Photo by Jeremiah 
Trimble, reproduced courtesy of the Museum of Compara-
tive Zoology, Harvard University.

FIGURE 4. Data card accompanying the Passenger Pigeon 
(Ectopistes migratorius) egg depicted in Fig. 3 (MCZ 
359596), which was formerly in the collection of J. Hoopes 
Matlack.

FIGURE 5. Scanned page from ledger recording eggs 
“Bought by J. H. Matlack” between 1872 and 1877, which 
documents his purchase of two eggs of the “Wild Pigeon” 
(i.e., the now-extinct Passenger Pigeon, Ectopistes migra-
torius). The first egg was bought on October 29, 1875. The 
second was bought on May 11, 1876. Both were apparently 
acquired from John Krider of Philadelphia, with whom 
Matlack had a running account (see “Krider Differ[ence]” 
written above the heading “May 11 1876”). The letters on 
the right side of the ledger were apparently a shorthand (as 
yet undeciphered) used by Matlack to record data about 
each transaction. Image reproduced courtesy of the Dela-
ware Museum of Nature & Science.
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Natural History), is a listing of two “Wild Pigeon” eggs 
“bought by J. H. Matlack” (Fig. 5). Krider evidently 
acquired MCZ 359596, which bears the set mark “448 
JL,” from Frank Haak Lattin, proprietor of F. H. Lattin 
& Co. (Albion, New York).

Besides those just described, the only other extant 
specimens from Matlack’s collection, to my knowledge, 
are a clutch of House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) eggs, 
collected at West Chester on June 1, 1883 (Fig. 6, 
WFVZ 122056), and a clutch of Ovenbird (Seiurus 
aurocapilla) eggs, collected at Westtown on June 4, 
1885 (Fig. 7, WFVZ 132609). Thankfully, these spe-
cies are still common in Chester County during the 
summer. I remain hopeful that more of Matlack’s 
specimens will eventually turn up. However, for now, 
our knowledge of his collection is limited to the few 
specimens and anecdotes described here, and some 
novel primary sources that I recently located in the 
DMNH Archives.

Field Diary and Ledgers
In 2021, while perusing the contents of the DMNH 

Archives, my attention was drawn to three small brown 
pamphlets with neat and flowery penmanship, which 
had been misplaced among papers of an unrelated col-
lection. To my knowledge, these are the only written 
primary sources relating to Matlack’s collection. One 
pamphlet is a short diary written in 1868, at the time 
Matlack initiated his egg collecting activities, and the 
other two are ledgers prepared about 1876, by which 
time his collection had grown to a considerable size. 
Unfortunately, the ledgers are largely devoid of data, 
other than containing a tally of his collection (i.e., 
how many eggs, of which species) and transactional 
information (which eggs were bought and sold, and 
to whom). However, the brief diary gives some dates 
and locations for his personal collecting effort. These 
are genuine, previously unknown breeding records for 
Chester County, from a time when such records are 
exceedingly scarce.

“In the Spring of 1868, I began to make a collec-
tion of Bird’s Eggs,” Matlack wrote, “The following are 
notes that I have taken as to the time and place of find-
ing” (Fig. 8). Below, I have transcribed the contents of 
this quaint document (Table 1). By the end of 1868, 
Matlack’s collection had grown to include “175 eggs, 
and 51 Varieties including snake, [snapping turtle] & 
guinea [hen].” He tallied the entire collection, which 
not only included eggs he collected near West Chester 
(i.e., those documented in the diary), but also those 
given to him as gifts or acquired through trades. The 
latter category included four eggs of the Great Crested 
Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus) and one of the Killdeer 

FIGURE 6. A clutch of House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) 
eggs collected by J. Hoopes Matlack on June 1, 1883 in West 
Chester, Chester County, Pennsylvania (WFVZ 122056). 
Photo by René Corado, reproduced courtesy of the Western 
Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology.

FIGURE 7. A clutch of Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla) 
eggs collected by J. Hoopes Matlack on June 4, 1885 in 
Westtown, Chester County, Pennsylvania (WFVZ 132609). 
Photo by René Corado, reproduced courtesy of the Western 
Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology.
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Table 1. Matlack’s Field Diary of 1868
Transcript of J. Hoopes Matlack’s diary containing information about eggs collected in the vicinity of West Chester, Penn-
sylvania during the spring and summer of 1868. Matlack’s original identifications are provided in the first column (JHM 
ID), followed by my own scientific identifications (MRH ID), the date of collection (DATE), and Matlack’s verbatim notes 
(NOTES). The entries appear in chronological order according to the first date of collection, as in the original diary.

JHM ID MRH ID DATE NOTES

Field Sparrow or Chippee Spizella pusilla May 4 Found Field Sparrows nest on the ground, in  
   Woods at head of Eachus’ dam.
  May 27 Found a nest on left-side of R. Road below   
   Moulders.
  June 26 Found nest in Matlacks Woods.
  Aug 1 Found nest in Ruthers Nursery.

Screech Owl Megascops asio May 8 Found a nest in a hollow tree in Everhearts  
   Woods. 4 eggs.

Thrush Toxostoma rufum? May 11 Found a nest in Ruthers Nursery on pine tree. 
   Found nest of the Bird until July 4th.

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia May 11 Found a nest in pine tree in Ruthers Nursery.  
   Found nest of this Bird with fresh eggs in until 
   Aug.

Robin Turdus migratorius May 11 Found a nest in Ruthers Nursery. Found nest  
   of this Bird with fresh eggs in until July 1.

Lark Sturnella magna May 12 Found a nest on the ground in corner of Field, 
   near Spring Grove Hotel.

Crow Black Bird Quiscalus quiscula May 14 Found a nest in Pine Tree in Park, got one egg. 
   One week after got 3 more out of same nest.

Flicker Colaptes auratus May 16 Found a nest in dead limb of apple tree in Darus’  
   Orchard. 5 eggs.

Cat Bird Dumetella carolinensis May 18 Found a nest in bushes near Eachus’ dam. Found  
   nest of this Bird with fresh Eggs until July 4.

Turtle Dove Zenaida macroura May 19 Found nest in Pine tree O. G. Y. containing 2 eggs

Swamp Black Bird Agelaius phoeniceus May 22 Found a nest in Tussock in Field back of Wyers’  
   School. Found nests of this bird until July 4.

Wood Robin Hylocichla mustelina May 25 Found nest in Dog-wood tree in thicket north of  
   Barrens. Found nests of this bird with fresh eggs  
   until July 1.

Pewee Sayornis phoebe May 25 Found nest in Old House on Dr. Woods farm.  
   Found nests until July 1.

Yellow Breasted Chat Icteria virens May 25 Found a nest in a Cedar tree in thicket north of  
   Barrens.
  June 8 Found nest in Beech Bush in thicket near Mouders 
  June 15 Found nest about 20 yards from the above nest.

Hair Chippee Spizella passerina May 26 Found a nest in Maple tree in Fair Grounds.
  June 14 Found nest in park.

Cow Bunting Molothrus ater May 26 Found 1 in Black Birds nest.
   1 in Yellow Warblers nest.
   1 in Yellow Chat’s nest.

(continued)
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Table 1. Matlack’s Field Diary of 1868 (continued)

JHM ID MRH ID DATE NOTES
Cow Bunting (continued) Molothrus ater May 26 1 in Chippee nest.
   2 in Vireo nest.
   1 in Mocking birds nest.
   1 in Indigo birds nest.
   Found fresh eggs of this bird until July 1.

Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia June 4 Found a nest in Maple tree in Fair Grounds.
  June 6 Found nest in little Apple tree in Nursery.
  July 1 Found nest on Maple Tree in Nursery.

Red-Headed Melanerpes June 8 Found nest in a hole in an Oak Tree in   
Woodpecker erythrocephalus  Everheart’s Woods. 5 eggs.

King Birds Tyrannus tyrannus June 8 Found nest in Gum tree, below Garrets Barn.
  June 12 Found nest in White Walnut tree, Milltown.

Orchard Oriel Icterus spurius June 9 Found a nest in small tree below Beaumonts  
   Dam, Milltown. 5 eggs.

Blue Bird Sialia sialis June 13 Found nest in an apple tree in our orchard.
  July 13 Found nest in apple tree in W. M. Orchard. Both  
   2nd crop.

Red Eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus June 13 Found nest in B. Hickmans Queen Apple tree.
  June 15 Found nest in Garretts Woods.
  July 2 Found nest in woods on Barrens.

White Eyed Vireo Vireo griseus June 15 Found a nest in a little Hazel nut bush in   
   Garretts thicket.

Woods Pewee Contopus virens June 16 Found nest in Oak Tree near Fork of   
   Brandywine.
  June 17 Found nest in White Walnut tree, Milltown.
  June 29 Found nest in Maple Tree opposite to   
   Henderson’s old place.
  July 8 Found nest in Kirk Yard.
  July 16 Found nest in Park.

Chimney Bird Chaetura pelagica June 17 Found nest in Dr. Woods old house, 4 eggs.
  July 17 Found three more eggs in same nest.

Unknown (Tanager) unidentified June 29 Found a nest in bush on North side of Garretts 
 (probably not Piranga sp.)  woods. 1 egg.

Indigo Bird Passerina cyanea June 29 Found nest in Garretts woods.

Night Hawks Chordeiles minor June 30 Found 2 nest on Barrens, containing 2 eggs each.
  July 3 Found nest with one egg.

Yellow Billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus June 22 Found a nest in hedge near the Park.
  July 17 Found nest in Oak Tree in Garretts Woods.

Black Billed Cuckoo Coccyzus July 8 Found a nest in Nursery in Two small trees. 2  
 erythropthalmus  eggs.

Green-crested Fly-catcher Empidonax sp. July 11 Found nest in small tree near Linnell on Penns.  
   R. R. 1 egg male

Goldfinch Spinus tristis July 27 Found nest in Maple Tree in R. N. 5 eggs.
  Aug 7 Found nest. 5 eggs.
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(Charadrius vociferus), among others. As the collect-
ing dates and localities of those specimens (and their 
donors) are unknown, I have omitted that list of spe-
cies here. By the end of 1869, his collection included 
74 species; by the end of 1870, it included 81 species; 
and by the end of 1871, it was comprised of 85 species.

A drawing on the final page and inside back cover 
of one of the ledgers indicates that Matlack was plan-
ning the construction of a unique wooden case to 
house his egg collection (Fig. 9). Whether this case, 
which as planned was 18 inches long and 13¾ inches 
deep, with multiple levels and 59 “departments,” was 
actually constructed, I do not know. However, the 
blueprints are entertaining to see and give us a fair 
idea of how dedicated Matlack was to his oölogical 
hobby.

FIGURE 8. Scan of the first page of J. Hoopes Matlack’s field diary (1868), in which he documented the inception of his 
oölogical collection. Image reproduced courtesy of the Delaware Museum of Nature & Science.

FIGURE 9. Scan of the final page and inside back cover of  
J. Hoopes Matlack’s field diary (1868), where he drew plans 
for a wooden cabinet for his oölogical collection. Image repro-
duced courtesy of the Delaware Museum of Nature & Science.
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Primary Sources
Delaware Museum of Nature & Science (DMNH) Archives, Wilmington, DE.
Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology (WFVZ), Camarillo, CA.
Florida Museum (UF), Department of Natural History, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL.
Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ), Ornithology Department, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 
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A Glimpse of the W. L. Hartman 
Collection

Finally, it is worth noting that, in the same ledger, 
Matlack also tallied the species and eggs in another 
lost collection, that of his friend “Dr. Levingstone Hart-
man,” also of West Chester, who Burns (1919: 19) listed 
as “Dr. W(illiam) L(ivingstone) Hartman.” Even less is 
known about Hartman’s collection, now, than Matlack’s. 
Based on the entries in Matlack’s ledger, Hartman’s col-
lection was much larger than his own, being comprised 
of 470 eggs of 116 species, including specimens from 
distant breeders like Common Eider (Somateria mollis-
sima), Leach’s Storm Petrel (Oceanodroma leucorhoa), 
and Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula arctica). Undoubtedly 
many of the specimens in Hartman’s collection were 
collected in Chester County and elsewhere in Pennsyl-
vania. However, unfortunately, Matlack’s ledger sum-

mary of his friend’s collection contains no data other 
than the number of eggs per species. According to 
Warren (1890: 184), Hartman had collected the eggs of 
some rare Pennsylvania breeders including Red Cross-
bill (Loxia curvirostra) near Pittston, in Luzerne County. 
Only time will tell whether more data (or specimens) 
from the lost Hartman collection can be located. Until 
then, the Matlack ledger offers us a tantalizing glimpse 
of an important chapter of Chester County’s ornitho-
logical history, now faded from memory.
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Pacific-Slope Flycatcher at Palmyra Cove
On October 26, 2019, Matt Jewell and I were birding at 

Palmyra Cove Nature Park (NP), Burlington County, New 
Jersey. The park sits along the Delaware River just south of 
the Tacony-Palmyra Bridge. We were joined in the morn-
ing by Terry Lodge. In the afternoon I saw a “yellow-bel-
lied” Empidonax flycatcher low in a tangle. I quickly alerted 
Matt and Terry. All of us had brief but unsatisfactory looks. 
Terry was able to snap a couple of photos. The bird disap-
peared and we were unable to find it again despite consid-
erable searching. When we examined the photos that Terry 
took, the head and the wings of the bird were blocked by 
branches and foliage so an ID could not be determined.

Two weeks later on November 9, I returned to the park 
and was birding with Jim Schill. We had a very good day 
and as we were heading back to the parking lot we saw 
a few small passerines ahead of us along the path. We 
quickly spotted a “yellow-bellied” Empidonax  perched on 
some Japanese knotweed. Jim quickly got his camera out 
and snapped multiple photos. We both observed the bird 
for a few minutes with binoculars and also a scope before 
it moved off into the woods. After discussion and photo examination we both concluded the bird was either a 
Pacific-slope or Cordilleran Flycatcher, and alerted others. Luckily the bird remained in the general area and was 
refound and seen by many other birders over the next several weeks until mid-December. 

Audio recordings and examination of hundreds of photos proved the bird to be a Pacific-slope Flycatcher, the 
first fully documented record of that species for New Jersey. The only prior “record” for the state was a Western 
Flycatcher seen at Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) on November 16, 1981. Western Flycatcher was split 
into Pacific-slope and Cordilleran Flycatcher by the American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) in 1989 and it was 
never determined which of the two species the Forsythe NWR bird was. On reflection, the Empidonax  flycatcher 
seen by Matt, Terry, and me on October 26 was probably the same bird but there is no way to conclusively prove 
that. All in all, the Pacific-slope Flycatcher remained at Palmyra Cove NP from November 9 to December 14 — a 
total of 36 days. 

Tom Bailey 
Tabernacle, NJ

Long-Staying Harris’s Sparrow in Bucks County
On November 23, 2019, I was sitting at my desk which faces a window to my backyard where I have bird feed-

ers. I saw a bird out there which was on the larger side for a sparrow with a very dark head. Luckily, he stayed 
around long enough for me to get a picture of him and with my Merlin App determined it was a Harris’s Sparrow. 
I did not look much further before posting it on a PA Birds Facebook page asking for a confirmation of the iden-
tity. I got a flurry of interest saying it was a very rare sighting and that the bird should not be in Pennsylvania. That 

Pacific-slope Flycatcher. Photo by Jim Schill.
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made me very happy, and I was excited that he was a 
daily visitor in my yard up until just about Mother’s 
Day of 2020. What a wonderful pandemic visitor! He 
was a little bit of sunshine in the dreary days of lock-
downs. He was always alone and a very quick ground 
feeder. He generally chased other birds away from his 
space. Once spring came, he loved to sing! After the 
holiday I always put my cut Christmas tree in the yard 
to give the birds cover and although I could not tell 
where he roosted for the evening he must not have 
gone far, because I never saw him fly away, and quite 
often he would be seen coming back out from under 
the Christmas tree. 

I received a few requests from people wanting to 
come see him and agreed to only a few because people 
would have to come in my house or in my backyard to 
view him. I started some really nice relationships that 

way with some really nice birdwatchers and I learned a lot from these folks! I was especially happy when later 
in the spring a priest from my church who is a huge birdwatching fan was able to stop by. As per his predictable 
ways, Mr. Harris, as we affectionately called him, came out and strutted his stuff right below the window for him! 
I must say, out of a handful of visitors I invited, I only had one who did not get a glimpse of this wonderful little 
fellow. I hope he flew up, way up, north and found a lovely mate. The following winter I was hoping to see him 
again, but he did not return.

Anne Edwards 
Bensalem, PA

Lifer Snow Buntings in Sussex, Delaware
On January 22, 2020, I spent a day birding in Delaware trying to tick off several species for my Billings Big 

Year list. It was quite interesting having chosen what became the beginning of the pandemic for my first big 
year, but that is another story. A target species 
that I was especially excited to find was the 
Snow Bunting. While not as rare as the Black-
headed Gull that I picked up on the same trip, 
Snow Buntings have always charmed me and I 
had never seen them before. So, I made a stop 
at Fowler Beach where the buntings had been 
reported on eBird with fair consistency. 

It was not an especially easy search. There 
was a biting wind and I had a difficult walk 
over a length of dry sand. Even worse, though 
there had been plenty of birds along the road 
to the beach, several stretches of the beach 
and bay were almost entirely devoid of avian 
life. With such barren sights, it can be easy 
to despair of ever finding your target. Still, I Snow Buntings. Photo by Victoria Sindlinger.

Harris's Sparrow. Photo by Anne Edwards.
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scontinued on and finally saw a flock of small pale birds fly up from the sand, birds that I knew in my heart could 
only be Snow Buntings. 

They were surprisingly elusive at first, as the birds, so visible in flight, would vanish the instant they landed. 
Before too long, however, I found them foraging on the sand along with several Horned Larks nearby. The birds 
were calm enough in my presence that I could approach close enough for satisfying looks. This was when the 
magic really began. 

As I was standing there, the larks and buntings flew up again, this time over and around me. The Snow Bun-
tings looked like a gentle snowfall with each flake as a beautiful bird. The Horned Larks were calling in flight, and, 
though simple, their sounds were so beautiful and musical to me. The experience reminded me of a line from a 
favorite classical song: “Hör’ wie in blauen Lüften: Das Chor der Lerchen singt” — listen, in the blue sky the choir 
of larks is singing. To me, this line has evoked an image of a sublime, and perhaps rather unattainable, moment 
in a European meadow with birds skylarking above me. Yet here I was, experiencing it on a beach in Delaware in 
January. I later wrote my own line to capture the outing in a poem about especially beautiful birding experiences: 
“I have seen a snowstorm of sand-feathered buntings.” 

Victoria Sindlinger (age 15 at the time of this experience)
Philadelphia, PA

Clapper Rail Along the Delaware River in Philadelphia
During the early months of the COVID-

19 outbreak in 2020, I had the luxury to 
spend my days away from the workplace. I 
used much of that freedom birding the east 
tree line of Weccacoe playground, snapping 
blurry photographs of migrating warblers 
from the safety and comfort of my deck chair. 
Other times, I was to be found along the west 
bank of the Delaware River, skulking in the 
fields of my favorite and most-frequented 
birding patch.

The Delaware River Trail south of Wash-
ington Avenue is a paved path along the 
riverbank, meandering through swaths of 
undeveloped plots, both public and private. 
On eBird, the ‘Delaware River Trail–Reed St.’ 
hotspot is typically used as a catchall location 
to encompass that stretch of trail from the Washington Avenue Green south to Pier 68, both formerly abandoned 
landings recently converted into public spaces. Between these parks lie eight derelict piers, claimed now by sumac 
and phlox, by milkweed and dogwood, and by soggy remains of vagrant camps. Maritime sounds are supplanted 
by river-flanked expressways and eastbound flights banking south for westward approaches. It was upon a con-
crete outcrop of one said pier that I garnered my look at the Clapper Rail on the morning of April 19.

Emerging onto the outcrop from a tunneled path through dense foliage, my attention was drawn immediately 
southeast towards a pair of Canada Geese squawking on the river. Having watched an interloper goose shooed 
away, I then scanned toward the shore and saw another bird in the water (8:25 am). I recall exclaiming to myself, 

Clapper Rail. Photo by Adam Zahm.
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“Merganser!” after glimpsing the rail’s beak, as it quickly, if not frantically, swam toward the river’s edge away 
from the commotion. I took my first photograph of the bird and then laid face down on the slab in hopes of 
not scaring it further. Once out of the water, the bird was very clearly a rail, with its long thin beak and huge 
unwebbed feet.

The riverbank at this location is a levee wall of varying height above the waterline depending on the tide. For-
tunately for the rail, the water was low enough that morning to expose a ledge running parallel to the river that 
formed a series of cubbies with adjoining vertical pillars. The bird exited the water up onto the ledge, giving me 
the opportunity to take a number of additional photographs. An early morning, mid-spring sun provided suit-
able lighting of what would be a darkened recess by midday. It became evident the bird did not wish to reenter 
the water. Instead, it studied the adjacent muddy logs forming the ledge, at one point fluttering to a new perch. 
The rail spent five minutes in these cubbies before finally hopping back into water and disappearing downstream 
under the adjacent pier (8:30 am).

Regrettably, I did not appreciate the significance of this sighting for several hours. Despite my inexperience, I 
knew this bird was a King, Clapper, or Virginia Rail (thanks in large part to my participation in Fantasy Birding, 
a wonderful experience that served as the inspiration for me to begin birding and one that I continue to enjoy 
today). This fact alone would have alerted a more seasoned birder to their extraordinarily good fortune. Indeed, 
the sighting remains the only rail to be reported at this hotspot, which currently ranks sixth in Philadelphia 
County for species diversity at 192 according to eBird. In hindsight, I should have followed the rail, keeping it in 
view while posting the sighting so that others may have gotten a look. Instead, I ventured off to find other birds, 
continuing my outing until almost noon. It was then that I reviewed my photographs and concluded it was a 
Clapper Rail.

Although extremely rare, a sighting of this species in Philadelphia is not unprecedented. Birds — likely dis-
oriented and exhausted migrants — were found in various corners of the city in 1956, twice in 1958, 1993, and 
2013. In 2002, another individual was seen approximately 20 miles to the northeast in Bristol, Pennsylvania. The 
remainder of observations occur well downriver, to the south of Wilmington, Delaware where the river begins its 
transition into the Delaware Bay. Analogous observations have been made on the Hudson north of Manhattan: at 
Ossining in 1925, at the Great Vly Wildlife Management Area near Catskill, New York in 2015 (100 miles upriver 
from Hudson Bay), and most recently at Inwood Hill Park in 2019.

The odds of this particular bird being spotted were certainly improved due to the time I was able to spend in 
the area that spring. Let’s hope it does not take another deadly pandemic to produce Philadelphia County’s next 
Clapper Rail sighting. Let’s also hope this rail made its way to friendlier waters, away from our polluted waterway 
full of floating plastic patches, away from territorial geese and the clattering of my mechanical shutter.

Adam Zahm
Salt Lake City, UT

Vermilion Flycatcher at John Heinz NWR
Fall 2020 was an interesting time for birding, particularly at John Heinz NWR, where Hurricane Isaias had 

recently caused severe flooding and closed areas around the impoundment for several weeks. I picked up birding 
during quarantine times in the summer of 2020. It was a perfect solo hobby; ravenously getting bird photos on 
my own and then studying possibilities at home if I did not recognize the species. On Friday, October 9, I came 
across a group of people with binoculars at Heinz, and having never birded with anyone else before, asked if I 
could join in. 
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Nearing the elevated platform, a woman pointed 
out a bright reddish-orange bird all the way across the 
“first horseshoe.” The leader speculated that it could 
be a tanager. We all admired it from a distance, and 
before long, the bird worked its way into the center 
of the horseshoe. It perched and hunted, perched and 
hunted, until finally I was able to get a relatively clear 
picture. I could see that the small bill and wing bars 
ruled out a tanager and tried to convince the group 
that it could be something else. Vermilion Flycatcher? 
Someone responded, “Can’t be, that’s a western spe-
cies.” It went out of sight, the group walked on, and I 
had to take a virtual work meeting at the bench over-
looking the impoundment. 

I truly did not know the species at this stage, but I 
was convinced that it was something unique and my 
heart was thumping! The only reason Vermilion Flycatcher came to mind was that I had seen one in a recent 
Twitter post by @qthetrackcoach — one of the first birders that I followed after Black Birder’s Week and the events 
surrounding Christian Cooper. I scrambled to get an ID online during my meeting and the great community at 
reddit.com/r/whatsthisbird quickly agreed: juvenile male Vermilion Flycatcher. I did my best to sound the alarm 
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and eBird. Sadly, it was not refound. Other juvenile male Vermilion Flycatcher 
reports were seen out of range in Michigan (September 28), in Cape May, New Jersey (October 23), and in Que-
bec, Canada (October 22). This Vermilion Flycatcher represents the second Pennsylvania record (the first one 
being in Tioga County 1991) and the first Philadelphia County record.

In the end, I am grateful I got my camera on it or else it almost certainly would have been lost to memory or 
assumed a misidentification. It was a real treat to see. I am also grateful that it introduced me to DVOC and the 
Philadelphia birding community. If it turns out my birding peak came a couple of months into the hobby, I will 
still be more than happy!

Daniel Kalamarides
Philadelphia, PA

A Touch-and-Go Sabine’s Gull at Green Lane Reservoir
October 10, 2020, was a warm autumn day with plenty of sun and high clouds. A mild southwest breeze added 

to the late summer feel. I stopped at my local Green Lane Reservoir after school, around 1:30 pm. It felt like a 
“birdy” afternoon, with migrant ducks and a few shorebirds taking advantage of the shallow water. A swarm of 
several hundred Tree Swallows swooped to catch insects in the adjoining fields. Barely 15 minutes in, though, I 
was called away on a sudden errand and had to leave. I was less than thrilled, but little did I know that this errand 
would result in one of my all-time favorite birding experiences.

I returned to the reservoir after 4:00 pm with binoculars and scope, but no camera (“just a quick scan," I 
thought). The action began before I even reached the parking lot. Four gulls sailed in from the west, heading 
towards me. One was a lot smaller than the rest, an odd sight in early October. I stopped the car to take a quick 
look, and my heart dropped. “It’s a Sabine’s Gull!” I shouted, pulling into the lot and springing out of my seat. The 
striking pattern of white and black triangles in its wings was simply amazing to see. The bird slowly circled down, 

Vermilion Flycatcher. Photo by Daniel Kalamarides.
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landing far out on the reservoir with the Lesser Black-backed Gulls. In the time it took to run to the shore and set 
up my scope, the bird had dipped for a drink and taken off again. This time it flew towards me, and for a few time-
less moments I enjoyed this graceful flier in all its glory, glowing in the afternoon sun. In only a minute or two, the 
bird took one more loop around the water, then set its course straight southwest and flapped steadily out of sight. 
I was shaking with excitement and contacted as many birders as I could, but this Arctic traveler never returned.

Reflecting on this great day afterward, I realized that we know so little about the lives and travels of some of 
our migrant species. What was it about this day that made this juvenile Sabine’s Gull drop out of the sky for a 
moment’s rest? Was it tired of fighting a headwind, or simply thirsty for a drink of water? Moments like these are 
part of why birding is so fascinating. If I had not stopped by the reservoir at this exact time, I would have entirely 
missed this special traveler. Every spring through fall, try visiting your local water body more often, even when it 
does not seem like birds are on the move. Who knows what you will find: the sky’s the limit.

Paul Heveran
Upper Hanover Township, PA

Short-Eared Owl on the Deck
In November 2020, with our children out of the house, my wife and I decided to downsize.  Our house sold 

in a few days and we had not found somewhere to go, so we rented a 4th floor apartment in the center of Paoli, 
Pennsylvania. With the coming of winter, I was lamenting the loss of my bird feeders (apartments have rules).

On the morning of November 21, I awoke to my wife and youngest daughter talking in the family room. As I 
came into the room, my daughter said, “Dad, there’s an owl on the deck.”  Knowing my daughter is not a birder, 
I was taking this lightly. So I looked out on the deck and there was an owl perched on the top of a chair next to 

the window of our bedroom. So my mind went into 
“birder mode." Our apartment was right across the 
street from the wooded Airdrie Forest Preserve, so 
seeing an owl would not be that surprising. But this 
was not a Screech Owl. It was way too large. It was not 
a Barred Owl. Not chunky enough. And it was not a 
Great Horned Owl. Suddenly my mind had to do a 
reset. What other owl could be perched on a 4th floor 
deck of an apartment building in Paoli? So I walked 
up to the window in our bedroom and was literally 
one foot from the owl. It turned its head to look at 
me. OMG, a Short-eared Owl! A medium sized owl 
with yellow eyes, black triangular eye patches, small 
ear tufts, and an overall buffy appearance.

Short-eared Owls are medium sized owls that 
breed across Canada and the northwestern United 
States. They vacate most of their breeding range 
in Canada and winter in most of the United States 
except New Mexico, Arizona, and the southeastern 
United States. They are typically found in wide open 
grasslands, fields, or marshes. They are usually seen 
flying low over fields hunting for small rodents.Short-eared Owl. Photo by Jeff Wahl.
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A Short-eared Owl is seen every few years in Chester County, usually in wide open areas in the western 
or northern part of the county. Sightings in the last 15 years have occurred at Doe Run, Exton Park, Struble 
Lake, Bucktoe Creek Preserve, and recently at the Bryn Coed Preserve. 

After letting the local birders get photos, and waiting a few hours, I shooed the owl off. It banked around 
the building and headed west. Not only was this an enjoyable sighting, but it was a very unusual location for 
a Short-eared Owl. Presumably the owl migrated in overnight and took a rest on our deck before finding 
suitable habitat. 

Jeff Wahl
Paoli, PA

First Record of Tundra Bean-Goose (Anser serrirostris) in  
Pennsylvania

Early in the morning of December 16, 2020, 
after about an hour of scanning through nearly a 
thousand Canada Geese roosting on Springton 
Reservoir near Media, Delaware County, Pennsyl-
vania, I noticed a mostly brownish goose mixed in 
with the flock about halfway out in the reservoir. At 
that distance in the mist and poor light, I noticed it 
had a thick brown neck, brown head, white flank 
stripe, and a dark bill with a pale saddle. At over a 
quarter mile away, the coloration and bill pattern 
looked good for Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachy-
rhynchus), so I texted out the sighting to the local 
birding chat groups. After a short minute or two the 
bird flew with Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) as 
I was setting up to try and digiscope some photos. 
I observed the bird flying mostly directly towards 
me, then the flock veered to my left and disap-
peared behind a line of trees as they headed south. 

Fortunately, about an hour later Jason Horn 
was able to relocate the bird foraging on the ath-
letic fields of the nearby Springfield Lake Middle 
School and immediately see the obvious orange legs and bill markings, conclusively identifying the bird as 
a Bean-Goose. The bird then flew to a nearby subdivision and was feeding with Canada Geese in backyard 
lawns. Dozens of birders were able to quickly converge on the bird in that neighborhood and later back at the 
middle school and obtained many photographs until the bird flew off into a snowstorm at 2:51 pm.

Based on photographs, this individual bird appears to have been the same Tundra Bean-Goose observed 
earlier in the fall (November 8–22) in Gatineau County, Quebec and just east of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
That bird had been initially identified as a Taiga Bean-Goose (A. fabalis), but later accepted as a Tundra Bean-
Goose by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. Based on the opinion of experts consulted by that committee, 
the bird was identified as a member of the rossica subspecies, which breeds in northern Russia and Siberia and 
winters in western and central Europe (Riley et al. 2020). 

Tundra Bean-Goose. Photo by Kevin Berkoff. 
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The next morning (December 17), a few birders were able to see the Bean-Goose again with Canada Geese on 
Springton Reservoir, but it flew out at 8:45 am, not to be seen again all day. Early the following morning (Decem-
ber 18), it was found roosting on nearby Crum Creek Reservoir and observed for over an hour before flying out 
at 8:47 am. Unlike the previous day, the bird was relocated with a foraging Canada Goose flock later in the day. 
Barry Marsh and David Fleischmann found it at 11:03 am a few miles away on the snow-covered Springfield 
Country Club golf course.  

For the next two days it was seen early in the morning on Crum Creek Reservoir, then relocated mid-morn-
ings on the golf course where hundreds of birders were able to see it throughout the day. Then on December 20, 
the bird flew northeast from Springfield Country Club about 10:24 am. It was seen briefly at nearby Halderman 
Field Park, but after 11:00 am it spent the rest of the morning and afternoon at Rolling Green Golf Course.

Sadly for those who did not chase the bird over the weekend, the bird was not relocated on Monday morning 
(December 21) by the dozens of birders looking for it at Crum Creek Reservoir at dawn or the nearby golf courses 
throughout the day. The saga of Pennsylvania’s first Tundra Bean-Goose appeared to be over.

Then on the afternoon of January 9, 2021, Linda Goschke photographed the bird floating on the Schuylkill 
River in Philadelphia, less than ten miles from where it had disappeared. Hundreds of additional birders were 
able to enjoy sightings of this bird as it drifted around Fairmount Park and the Schuylkill River in West Phila-
delphia for over two weeks. It was frequently seen having aggressive encounters with nearby Canada Geese, and 
was given the appellation “Mean Bean” on the local BirdPhilly Chatter group on WhatsApp. Mean Bean was last 
reported on January 31, and was subsequently accepted as a Pennsylvania first state record by the Pennsylvania 
Ornithological Records Committee (record 107-01-2020).

Amazingly, what appears to be the same individual Tundra Bean-Goose was seen on March 14–16, 2021, on 
Saratoga Lake, Saratoga, New York. This bird was accepted by the New York State Avian Records Committee in 
the Fall of 2021 (Gary Chapin, pers. comm.).

While this wandering individual bird represents the first verified record for the northeastern United States, 
there is at least one previous record for the eastern United States, a bird shot by hunters in Arkansas on January 
25, 2018 (Arkansas Rare Birds Database). Surprisingly, on the heels of this first Pennsylvania record, a second 
individual Tundra Bean-Goose with different bill markings was photographed on May 2, 2021, at Big Island on 
the Conejohela Flats, Susquehanna River, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

With a scattering of previous and subsequent records in the Canadian Maritimes and Prairie Provinces and 
along the West Coast, individual Tundra Bean-Geese might show up occasionally in wintering Canada Goose 
flocks anywhere in North America. Tundra Bean-Goose is closely related to the Taiga Bean-Goose, with a recent 
study suggesting they should be considered a single species (Ottenburghs et al. 2020). Separating the two in 
the field can be challenging (AEWA European Goose Management Platform, Foley 2021). In addition, as I dis-
covered with my initial sighting, observers in the eastern United States need to be more aware of the potential 
vagrancy of this species, and greater care needs to be taken in separating distant or quickly seen brown-necked 
geese from the closely-related and more expected Pink-footed Goose.
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The Remarkable Allen’s Hummingbird
On December 9, 2020, a chilly winter morning in Springfield, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, I was walking 

through the kitchen when my eye caught a flash of hummingbird zipping past my window. I hurried into the back 
sunroom where sure enough, the tiny bird had landed on my nectar feeder. Fortunately, my partner Adrian Binns 
was keeping the feeder fresh, as I had totally forgotten about it for the past months. We knew it was a Selasphorous 
species, but could not tell if it was a Rufous or Allen’s Hummingbird. Either way, we were delighted to host this 
rare winter visitor, and invited local birders to come see it in our backyard. She/he came to the nectar feeder once 
or twice an hour that day and the next — consistently enough to call Sandy Lockerman, a licensed hummingbird 
bander. Sandy and her husband Gary drove from Harrisburg on December 11, and were able to quickly catch and 
place a tiny, uniquely-numbered, silver band on the bird’s leg. Sandy confirmed it was a mature, female Allen’s 
Hummingbird — only the 6th record for the species in Pennsylvania.

We called her “Allena” and welcomed birders from around the region to see her (with mask-wearing and 
social-distancing protocols in place, during the extraordinary circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic). For 
many, it was a life bird, or life-state bird, and we were delighted that she stayed active in our small suburban yard, 
sunning herself in several small deciduous trees in between visits to the nectar feeder. I believe she spent each 

night tucked into a dense cluster of yew, pine, and 
holly trees in our property border hedgerow. 

On December 16, nor’easter “Gail” landed in 
our region, with freezing rain starting at mid-day, 
continuing overnight and ending with 3 inches 
of wet snow at dawn. I breathed a sigh of relief 
to see Allena at 7:04 am the next morning, right 
on schedule, buzzing around the nectar feeder. A 
plastic umbrella-hood kept the nectar holes open, 
and Allena seemed unfazed by the freezing temps. 
In an extraordinary twist for the local birding 
community, December 16 was also the morning 
that Rob Fergus and Jason Horn found a Tundra 
Bean-Goose at the nearby Springton Reservoir 
and Springton Lake Middle School — only the 
second-ever record in the eastern US. That is the 
subject of another article, but I mention it because 
its presence influenced the number of people who 
saw the Allen’s Hummingbird in my yard. Hun-
dreds of birders flocked as quickly as possible to Allen's Hummingbird. Photo by Peter DeStefano. 
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my little corner of Delaware County to see the Bean-Goose, and an Allen’s Hummingbird, another east coast 
rarity, was an extra treat!

Both the Bean-Goose and the Allen’s Hummingbird made it through the snowstorm, delighting hundreds of 
visitors for several more days. On Saturday, December 19, 2020, I waited till 7:05 am to see Allena, before heading 
out to cover my usual section of the Glenolden Christmas Bird Count. While I was out birding, 129 people visited 
my house to see and photograph the Allen’s Hummingbird; she was a popular side attraction to the star Tundra 
Bean-Goose, less than 5 miles away.

As it happened, December 19, 2020, was the last day that Allena was sighted in my Delaware County backyard. 
More than 330 birders from 13 states had come to see her over the 11 days in my yard, including some people who 
tried unsuccessfully on Sunday, too. Allen’s Hummingbird was an exciting new addition to the 99th Glenolden 
Christmas Bird Count. However, this remarkable story does not end here.

On January 6, 2021, birder Peter DeStefano stepped out of his urban row home in East Falls, Philadelphia, 
and noticed a hummingbird zipping high into a spruce tree across the street. He put his camera up fast, and got 
photos of a Selasphorous that looked very similar to the one that spent 11 days in Delaware County. Philly birders 
came running, and soon there were several pictures that showed a band on its right leg. Pete set up feeders on 
his back deck, but this hummingbird appeared infrequently, did not initially come to feeders, and was only seen 
high in the spruce tree. Meanwhile, brief daily sightings provided more photos to compare “Pete’s bird” to Allena, 
of which there were many photos. Field marks aligned, and two digits of the leg band matched Allena’s leg band. 
Finally, Pete’s hummingbird decided to visit his backyard patio feeder with some frequency, providing potential 
opportunity for capture. I connected Pete to Sandy Lockerman, and on January 13, she drove to Philadelphia, and 
was able to capture and confirm that the bird was the same Allen’s Hummingbird that spent 11 days in Delaware 
County, about 10 miles away. Allena ultimately spent 15 days in Philadelphia, from January 6 to 22, 2021, seen 
and enjoyed by more than 100 birders.

Sandy Lockerman is one of 200 federally-licensed hummingbird banders in the United States, with decades 
of banding and field experience. She has banded many Rufous Hummingbirds, but only a handful of Allen’s. 
Individual recaptures are rare, and add important data to ongoing hummingbird research. Thanks to Sandy’s 
expertise, we learned that Allena’s weight increased slightly from December to January (from 3.04 to 3.31 grams), 
and she seemed healthy and active. 

There are seven known records of Allen’s Hummingbird in Pennsylvania, counting as separate, Philadelphia 
and Delaware County sightings of the same individual. In 2018, Sandy banded an Allen’s in Harrisburg, Dauphin 
County. Another bird spent weeks in Pipersville, Bucks County, in late 2012 through early 2013. In 2012, Scott 
Weidensaul banded an Allen’s Hummingbird in Lansdale, Montgomery County. There are species reports in 2009 
and 2010 from Lancaster County. By contrast, Rufous Hummingbirds are a much more common winter vagrant 
in Pennsylvania - probably more common than we know. Photos are available on this blog, by my partner Adrian 
Binns: https://wildsidenaturetours.com/notes-from-the-wilds/extraordinary-winter-rarities/

The 2020–2021 winter season was extraordinary in many ways — not only for the global COVID-19 pan-
demic, but Pennsylvania’s 6th Allen’s Hummingbird, and a Tundra Bean-Goose! It was even more incredible that 
both of these birds were relocated about 10 days later, 10 miles away, within a few miles of each other.  They must 
have known that the metro-Philly birding community is awesome!

Debbie Beer
Springfield, PA
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Brood Parasitism
In the spring of 2021, I heard an 

enormous voice’s complicated buzzy 
song full of chips and tweets. When 
I eventually found the bird, I discov-
ered that it was a little Song Sparrow 
singing atop a tree. His mate, who I 
called Melody, often visited the seeds I 
put out on the ground. This pair soon 
nested nearby and came around quite 
often. On July 6 and during the next 
few days, I saw three Brown-headed 
Cowbirds. While they were around 
my house, I remember them hopping 
around in the trees looking at me, 
not suspecting a thing. One cowbird 
stayed behind and I named it Vex for 
its annoying habit of chirping in the 
same tree for hours a day. Whenever I got too close, Vex would hop to the next tree and do the same thing. 

A month and a half later, I saw another cowbird who I named Vex Jr. In hindsight, this was probably an unre-
lated cowbird to Vex, as Vex was probably a fledgling. This “Vex Jr.” acted just like Vex; chirped like crazy and 
hopped around on the floor (it was not a strong flier yet). Its foster mom was often seen close to it and she would 
always stare me down whenever I got too close. On August 22, out of my window and at my bird feeder, I saw 
her feeding it. I was amazed at the size difference and how such a big cowbird, probably twice the size of the Song 
Sparrow, can survive and how the Song Sparrow did not notice at all. Vex Jr. and its foster mom did this several 
times and I eventually managed to take a few pictures. A week or so later, a few cowbirds stopped by. That was the 
last day I ever saw Vex Jr., but I have seen Melody and her mate plenty since.

Ethan Kang (age 13 at the time of this experience)
Garnet Valley, PA

Song sparrow "foster parent" feeding a young Brown-headed Cowbird. Photo 
by Ethan Kang.
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Note: This essay is about Barb, but so many of the 
things she did were done with me. However, she was 
often the driving force behind many of these things 
not a dutiful wife following her husband’s lead. We 
were a co-equal team.

She was born Barbara McClure (no middle name) 
on June 12, 1939, in Philadelphia to Raymond McClure 
and Rose Floyd McClure. She was an only child.

When she was in kindergarten, the elementary 
school principal sent a letter to her parents about 
possibly skipping a grade and going directly into 
second grade from kindergarten. Here is a portion 
of that letter...

We believe it is wise that Barbara be promoted 
into second grade for these reasons: Barbara 
reads very well and is so far in advance in this 
subject that it isn’t possible to keep her profit-
ably busy [I love that phrase!] in grade 1: she is 
large for her age and seems mature enough to 
be associated with children in grade 2.

On the other hand, we have hesitated because 
of certain personal traits which we do not feel 
should be accentuated.

Barbara has a pretty good opinion of herself 
[REALLY?], which if it is emphasized, we feel 
will make her unpopular with the children with 
whom she is associated. We do not want this 
change into another grade to affect her this way. 
She is too sweet and pleasant a little girl for this 
to happen.

Yeah, we do not want those sweet and pleasant girls 
to get too uppity! That was a different time....

When we attended her 50th high school reunion in 
2006, one of the photos they had on display was their 
first grade class. She wasn’t in it....

She graduated Sharon Hill High School in 1956. 
In 1957, she had a waterskiing accident that crushed 
several disks in her back. Over the next ten years, she 
underwent five surgeries — the first one to fix the 
disks, the other four to remove scar tissue that kept 
building up at the surgical site.

It was during her recuperation from one of these 
surgeries that friends of her family put up a bird feeder 
outside her bedroom window and gave her a field 
guide (Robbins) and binoculars. She studied the field 
guide (and the few birds that came to the feeder) and 
read other bird books (most notably the National Geo-
graphic Society two-volume set — Water, Prey, and 
Game Birds of North America and Song and Garden 
Birds of North America). She made copious notes in 
the margins of her field guide. After recovery, those 
same friends took her out on a couple of birding field 
trips to nearby spots. This was the extent of her birding 
— she did not really pursue it. So she was book-smart 
about birds, but had no field experience to speak of.

She graduated from Ursinus College in 1960, then 
traveled to Europe from September 1962 to December 
1964, living and working in Luxembourg, Switzerland, 
Germany, and Austria (she worked at the Innsbruck 
Winter Olympics from January to February 1964). 
Unfortunately, she was not birding at that time.

After working other jobs (Eastern Airlines and 
Wyeth Laboratories), she returned to college and got a 
Master’s Degree in Audiology from Kent State Univer-
sity in 1971. She was at Kent State during the student 
massacre and knew one of the students who got killed.

After getting her degree, she accepted a job at Geis-
inger Medical Center in Danville and moved into half 
of a duplex in Riverside (just across the river from 
Danville). The other half of that duplex was occupied 
by me.

We met and, after a couple of weeks, she asked 
me where I disappeared to every weekend. I told her 

Obituaries
Barbara Haas 
1939–2020
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Hawk Mountain Sanctuary (HMS) to watch hawks. 
She said “I’m interested in birds....”

I asked her if she would like to come along the fol-
lowing weekend, and — amazingly — she said yes!

That was our first date.

On the drive down to the mountain, I discovered 
that she was intelligent, knowledgeable (there is a dif-
ference!), her sense of humor matched mine, as did 
her politics (we were both fiscal conservatives and 
social liberals at the time).

What more could I ask for?

When we got to the North Lookout (early Novem-
ber) the wind was blowing strongly out of the north-
west — an ideal migration day. Not being an outdoorsy 
person, her wardrobe was not up to the cold conditions 
we experienced that day (The following week, we went 
shopping together to get her some real clothes!). How-
ever, a hawk-watching friend of mine, Doug Cook, 
just happened to have an extra down-filled jacket in 
his backpack and graciously lent it to her. And to top it 
off he lit up his little burner and brewed some hot tea 
for her spiked with something a little extra.

We had five eagles that day — four Bald and one 
Golden — plus a bunch of Red-tails, etc., and she was 

hooked. She quickly got to love the birding commu-
nity. First hawkwatchers and then the wider group of 
birders. And the feeling was mutual from them. 

She was hooked (and I on her) and we started 
going out birding together every chance we got. Not 
just locally, but up and down the east coast and a 
memorable trip to northern California in November 
1972 (her first western trip).

That was our first major birding trip together.

In November 1972, she was slated to go to an audi-
ologists’ convention in San Francisco. At the last min-
ute, her boss could not go and offered his plane ticket 
to Barb, who asked me if I wanted to go with her. 

I did!

So I got on the plane as Frank Derossi — this was 
long before the TSA!

We got to San Francisco, rented a Ford Pinto for 
$99 for a week, went to the convention hotel, she reg-
istered for the conference, and then we went birding 
for five days!

There are two memorable moments from that trip. 
We were south of Sacramento, driving down the coast 
after dark, looking for a place to spend the night. We 
got to some small town but did not see any motels. We 
spotted a patrol car and asked the cop if there were any 
motels nearby. He gave us directions and we quickly 
found the place. It was a series of little cabins or bun-
galows. The proprietor, a young lanky man, checked us 
in and directed us to our cabin. After getting our stuff 
inside, I turned to Barb and said “Doesn’t he remind 
you of Anthony Perkins?” She immediately shoved 
a chair up under the door knob and did not take a 
shower that night!

True story. For those of you who might not get the 
reference, watch the movie Psycho.

Earlier in the trip, we were down on a rocky beach. 
She had gone ahead of me around an outcropping and 
I heard her yell to me “What bird is all black with a 
large bright orange bill?” I yelled back — in my best 
know-it-all voice — “There ain’t no such bird!” I then 
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rounded the outcropping to see a Black Oystercatcher 
which is all black with a large bright orange bill.

She never let me forget that!

She rapidly became as avid a birder as I was. After 
attending the founding conference of the Hawk Migra-
tion Association of North America in 1974, we pur-
chased 20 acres on Little Mountain (Northumberland 
County) and built a 35-foot tall hawkwatching tower 
to record the hawk migration there. We manned that 
location for 15 years. It never was a prime location, 
but it was fun.

We married in November 1974 and moved to Rid-
ley Creek State Park in Delaware County, where I was 
the new Park Manager. Barb accepted an audiologist 
position at the Elwyn Institute.

Having been regulars (and official counters) at 
Hawk Mountain for years, we were missed when we 
started hawkwatching at Little Mountain. One week-
end, our friends at HMS concocted a scheme to send 
us letters applying for membership in the Ha-Ba 
Hawkwatching Association, including twenty-five 
cents annual dues! We received around thirty of them 
(including one from James Bond — not the spy, but 
the ornithologist who lived next door to Ian Fleming 
and whose name was used for the fictional character).

In 1975, Barb suggested that we hold a picnic for 
them as a thank-you for their friendship and to keep 
in touch. We also invited other birders that we knew. 
This became an annual event and the invitee list grew 
as we met new birders from near and far. The atten-
dance approached 100 with birders coming from as far 
away as Texas. We hosted that picnic until 1989 when 
we moved to Narvon and no longer had the room for 
such a gathering.

In November 1982, the Delaware Valley Ornitho-
logical Club (DVOC) voted to permit women to join 
their organization. We had not joined because of the 
male-only rule. However, once the rule was changed, 
we both joined in 1983 and became very active mem-
bers.

In 1984, a fellow DVOCer, Ed Fingerhood, sug-
gested to us (knowing our interest in all things Penn-
sylvania ornithological) that Pennsylvania should do a 
Breeding Bird Atlas (BBA). We subsequently met with 
Frank Gill of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural 
Sciences and the Pennsylvania BBA was begun.

In 1985 we decided to do a Big Year in Pennsylva-
nia in 1986. We decided to do it on the model that Jim 
Vardaman had used in 1979 to do a North American 
Big Year (see Call Collect, ask for BIRDMAN, St. Mar-
tin’s Press, 1980). He sent out a monthly newsletter to 
birders all around the country keeping them apprised 
of what he had seen so far and encouraging them 
to call if they found something he had not yet seen. 
Hence, we started sending out a one-page newsletter 
to birders all across the state. We ended up with 288 
species, which was a record at the time. This was all 
before the internet!

More importantly, we established a mailing list 
of Pennsylvania birders and discovered how easy it 
was to create a publication (albeit just one page) on a 
computer. Barb suggested that we create a state-wide 
birding publication. We contacted the birders on the 
list and asked if they would subscribe to such a thing. 
The overwhelming response was positive, so Penn-
sylvania Birds was born. The first issue was mailed in 
June 1987. The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology 
(PSO) was formed in 1989 and adopted Pennsylvania 
Birds as their official journal. We edited and published 
it until 2000 and then turned it over to the PSO.

In 1987, Barb was elected Treasurer of the DVOC 
(the first female to hold that position) and contin-
ued until 1996. We were awarded the Witmer Stone 
Award from the DVOC in 1988, elected a Fellows of 
the DVOC in 1989, and awarded the DEVOC in 1996.

In April 1989 she was a founding member and 
Secretary of the Pennsylvania Ornithological Records 
Committee and served several years.

In October 1989 I accepted the position of Com-
puter Guru (not the official title!) for the Bureau of 
State Parks in Harrisburg. We moved to Narvon from 
where I commuted to Harrisburg and Barb commuted 
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back to Delaware County. Barb quickly tired of that 
and instead opened her own hearing aid business. 

She was often approached by fellow birders ask-
ing about help with hearing loss. The most common 
hearing loss is high frequencies which are critical for 
birding. At an audiologists’ convention, she was intro-
duced to a new piece of hearing aid technology called 
the K-Amp. Unlike most hearing aids, this receiver 
emphasized higher frequencies. Most hearing aids are 
aimed at moderate frequencies for speech recognition. 
So, she got one of the hearing aid manufacturers that 
she worked with to create a custom hearing aid using 
that technology. She called it The Birder. She sold 
this to many birders all across the country until they 
stopped making the K-amp and switched to digital 
technology in the mid-2010s.

In 1991, we co-edited the second edition of A 
Guide to the Birds of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 
(Lancaster County Bird Club 1991). And in 2005, 
co-edited the second edition of Annotated List of the 
Birds of Pennsylvania (Pennsylvania Biological Survey, 
Ornithological Technical Committee 2005).

When a Hoary Redpoll visited our feeders in March 
1994 and birders flocked to our house to see it, Barb 
suggested putting out a box for donations for bird 
conservation. We raised over $300 which we donated 
to the Nature Conservancy. Likewise, when the Black-
backed Oriole showed up in 2017 (about 20 minutes 
from where we live), Barb suggested to the homeown-
ers, Tom and Linda Binder, that they also put out a 

donation box. They raised over $1500 which was also 
donated to conservation organizations.

We were awarded the Earl Poole Award from the 
PSO in 2001.

We conducted numerous Breeding Bird Surveys, 
Christmas Bird Counts, Migration Counts, Big Days, 
Big Years, Roundups, and BBA blocks over the years.

We traveled extensively around the country and Barb 
had an ABA life list of 724 and a Pennsylvania list of 393.

Since 2005, we have traveled annually to Adak, 
Alaska, adding many new records for the island, 
including the first North American record of Eurasian 
Sparrowhawk.

She was very gregarious and could strike up a 
conversation with anyone. In addition to birding, she 
loved playing golf, following the Phillies and Eagles, 
and doing the New York Times crossword puzzle.

She was diagnosed with late-stage ovarian cancer 
in early November and died two months later.

The Pennsylvania birding community owes much 
to her efforts.

She will be missed.

Frank Haas
Narvon, PA

When Bill Stewart died in November 2019, he 
left a legacy of conservation behind and a footprint 
of shoes quite large to fill. Bill was a DVOC Mem-
ber, who won the Rosalie Edge Award in 2014 for his 
mark on conservation initiatives in Delaware. But 
Bill made his biggest mark on the Delaware Orni-
thological Society (DOS), where he wore many hats 
through years of dedication, including as President. 
Bill had an unrivaled drive to make things happen 
in conservation and education. His departure has left 

a hole in our community, but his light shines forth 
through the examples he set of what it is to be a stew-
ard and give birds and birders a voice through action 
and advocacy. 

Bill was a native Delawarean, and proud of the 
First State and all it had to offer people and birds. He 
graduated from West Chester University with a degree 
in Education starting his lifelong work as an educator. 
Specializing in Physical Education, he taught in many 

Bill Stewart — Stewardship, Legacy & Legend 
1952–2019
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schools, and held an early career as a professional 
gymnastics coach, where he led many gymnasts into 
competitions at the national and international level. In 
1986, he started a career with Hunt Country Furni-
ture, and rose to the role of Executive Vice President, 
where he focused on marketing, development, and 
room design. These talents would later be an invalu-
able asset to the birding communities he served. 

Bill credits the fostering of his love and passion for 
birds with the gift of a field guide, given to him by his 
former father-in-law, an avid naturalist. The answer “If 
you look for them” in response to his question “I can 
see all of these birds?!” after flipping through the col-
orful guide and seeing warblers, orioles, and tanagers, 
sent him on a quest not only to see these birds but to 
save them. 

One of Bill’s first major DOS projects was as a key 
member of the steering committee for the develop-
ment of the Delaware Birding Trail, which helped put 
the state “on the map” for birds! 

It was not long until he was appointed Conserva-
tion Chair of DOS (2006). In this role, he was respon-
sible for developing and implementing many of the 
signature programs of the Society, notably the annual 
Delaware Bird-A-Thon. Begun in 2007, the Delaware 
Bird-A-Thon has raised over half a million dollars 
for Delaware bayshore habitat preservation and pro-
tected nearly 2,000 acres and counting for migratory 
shorebirds and other coastal species of concern. The 
concept of a bird-a-thon was not new, but Bill’s vision 
for it in Delaware was innovative in several ways. The 
Delaware Bird-A-Thon was the first to focus the com-

petition on fundraising, rather than just the 
number of birds seen, and one of the first to 
adopt a mission that could reach contribu-
tors from outside of the state and region. 

Bill initiated the DOS funding relation-
ship with DuPont Clear Into the Future 
(CITF), a lead sponsor of the Bird-A-Thon 
during its early years. In addition, he spear-
headed a partnership with DuPont CITF 
(and later, Delmarva Power and other spon-
sors) to install and maintain the Wilm-
ington Peregrine Falcon Webcam, which 
provides a very popular and educational 
live feed of the Wilmington Peregrine Fal-
con nest box and has greatly raised the 
profile of DOS in the City of Wilmington 
and beyond. Bill also conceived, funded, 
and implemented another signature urban 
program, the Lights Out! Wilmington cam-
paign in 2011, applying for and receiving a 
State Greenhouse Gas Reduction Grant to 
get this project, aimed at reducing mortal-
ity to night migrating songbirds, off the 
ground.

Bill was also an active promoter of the 
Duck Stamp. He served on the Board for the 
Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp 
and spurred DOS to contribute significant Bill Stewart

Bill Stewart — Stewardship, Legacy & Legend (continued)
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funding in 2009 to a successful nationwide marketing 
campaign designed to encourage birders to purchase 
duck stamps, thereby extending the reach of this pow-
erful wetland conservation program. For his efforts, 
Bill was awarded the 2010 Conservation Champion 
Award from the USFWS and the 2010 Citizen’s Award 
from the US Department of Interior. 

Bill had a passion for education, as well as con-
servation. He was active as a leader for the Delaware 
Dunlins Youth Birders Club of DOS, and he regularly 
inspired youth and adult birders alike on field trips that 
he ran for DOS and for the American Birding Asso-
ciation (ABA). Days prior to his death, he secured a 
grant for DOS from the Chemours Foundation which 
facilitated a 5-year funding of multiple conservation 
initiatives, including a revitalized youth birding pro-
gram (now called Delaware Red Knot Youth Birders 
in his honor). 

In 2013, Bill stepped down as Chair of the DOS 
Conservation Committee to assume the role of Vice 
President (2013–2015), and then President (2015–
2017) of the Society. Bill Stewart’s leadership has been 
essential to redefining the conservation role of DOS 
over the past decade, and through his marketing savvy, 
his infectious enthusiasm, and his tenacious dedica-
tion, he helped position the Society to make an even 
greater difference for birds in the future. In recogni-
tion of his many accomplishments, Bill was elected a 
Fellow of DOS in 2009, and received the DOS Conser-
vation Award in 2014. 

From 2012 to 2018, Bill worked for the ABA, 
serving first as the Director of Partnerships and 
Marketing, then as Director of Conservation and 
Community, where he pursued innovative and collab-
orative approaches to bird education and bird conser-
vation. While at the ABA, Bill led the Young Birder of 
the Year program as well as the Spark Bird Project. He 
was the founder and Director of the ABA’s Camp Avo-
cet (recently renamed Camp Delaware Bay) based in 
Lewes, which brought together two dozen teen birders 
from around the US and abroad. Under Bill’s direc-
tion, Camp Avocet was a six-day experience of birding 
and conservation education along the Delmarva Pen-
insula, featuring his beloved Delaware as the crown 
jewel and home base. 

In 2011, Bill founded Red Knot Outfitters Birding 
Guides, a Delaware-based custom tour company that 
specializes in education-based birding tours. Through 
this company, Bill was able to share the significance of 
Delaware as critical habitat for migratory and nesting 
birds along the eastern seaboard in a more intimate 
and focused “Bill Stewart” way. Red Knot Outfitters 
has worked with hundreds of school students and 
adults each year, in all three Delaware counties. 

Bill was extremely proud of his last professional 
endeavor as a co-founder and Chairman of the highly 
successful Frontiers in Ornithology: A Symposium for 
Youth, held in late September 2019. The mission of the 
symposium was to provide middle school through col-
lege students with exposure to cutting-edge technolo-
gies being used in avian research and study, careers in 
ornithology and conservation, and advice on how to 
pursue that focus and take their passion for birds to 
a higher level. Registration for the event was sold out 
in 2019 and drew students and presenters from across 
the United States. At the time of his death, Bill was 
helping plan the 2020 Frontiers in Ornithology sympo-
sium (which did not occur due to the pandemic).

In addition to a wide circle of friends that loved 
him dearly, Bill left behind five children and four 
grandchildren. His life partner was Kim Steininger, 
with whom he shared the joy and love of birds, bird-
ing, and conservation initiatives. 

With his easy, humble nature and infectious enthu-
siasm, Bill Stewart had a special gift for making people 
feel welcome in the birding community. At the same 
time, his focus on conservation and personal responsi-
bility for the well-being of the birds we all enjoy meant 
that he could also encourage new birders to imme-
diately feel that they had a central role in conserva-
tion. He ran meetings, field trips, and programs with 
a strong sense of purpose, and he recruited all of us to 
his causes easily, leading by example with his Hercu-
lean work ethic. Bill was at the very heart of Delaware’s 
birding community, and the greater Delaware Valley 
community of conservation and the future of avian 
science. 

Holly Merker (with Matthew Sarver)
Downingtown, PA
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Alfred Tatem Driscoll, called “T” or “Al," was 
born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on October 14, 
1936. He died at age 85 on November 26, 2021. He is 
survived by his wife Ann and four children. Al grew 
up in Haddonfield, New Jersey and graduated from 
Moorestown Friends School where he was introduced 
to birding (then birdwatching) by one of the faculty. 
After high school, he attended the University of Maine 
(Orono), where he majored in Engineering Physics 
and minored in Electrical Engineering. In 1960, he 
joined the US Air Force serving on numerous bases 
around the world and in the United States, includ-
ing Thailand, Vietnam, Germany, Spain, California, 
Florida, and Alaska as an aircraft maintenance officer 
and finally squadron commander. One of his favorite 
assignments during his time in the Air Force involved 
accident investigation of aircraft bird strikes. He 
retired with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 1982. 

An avid birder with an impressive American Bird-
ing Association North America life list (837 at his 
last count), he traveled extensively throughout North 
America in search of rare birds. Although passionate 
about adding rare birds to his North American list, 
the lifelong friends he made along the way were even 
more significant to Al. He served as the president of 
the San Bernardino California Audubon Society and 
was active in the Fort Walton Beach Florida Area 
Audubon Society. After retiring from the Air Force, 
he spent a portion of each year working for Attours (a 
company created by Lawrence Balch in 1979 to assist 
birders desiring to bird on the most remote Aleutian 
Island, Attu; the tour group size grew to 50-80 partici-
pants — the maximum that could be handled at the 
primitive abandoned military facilities available). Al’s 
job assignment was to make it possible for the bird-
ers to stay in the abandoned military facilities with at 
least a modicum of comfort. He participated in the 
annual hawk-banding in Cape May, New Jersey for 
many years, as well as other birding and conservation 
efforts. Al and Ann hosted the Moorestown, New Jer-
sey Christmas Count wrap-up at their home for many 
years. They had a summer cottage called “The Boul-
ders” on beautiful Lake Onawa in northern Maine. 
Many birding and other friends enjoyed their superb 

hospitality and rich birding at and around “The Boul-
ders." Each July Al did a loon count on Lake Onawa 
for the Maine Audubon Society.

In 1984 Al joined the Delaware Valley Ornithologi-
cal Club (DVOC) and became a life member and fellow. 
DVOC is where our paths crossed; we became friends. 
For the next 37 years, I had the privilege of accompa-
nying him on many of his quests for ABA rarities — a 
greater than 3000-mile trek in March 1999 for a Com-
mon Redshank at the appropriately named Happy 
Adventure, Newfoundland, a Green-breasted Mango 
in December 2000 in Concord, North Carolina, and a 
Great Black Hawk in January 2019 in Portland, Maine 
come to mind. And then there was the Loggerhead 
Kingbird in March 2007 at Fort Zachary Taylor State 
Park in Key West, Florida. Ann joined Al, my wife, 
and me for this seven-day Florida birding trip but the 
main focus was to be the kingbird that was reported 
as “very reliable” meaning essentially present and seen 
every day. On March 24 we spent the entire day at the 
Fort looking for the bird and dipped (Brit birding term 
for ne’er seen nor heard) and headed north. On March 
26 we were at the Comfort Inn in Lantana, Florida. 
The next morning (March 27) Al arose before the 
rest of us as was usual, no doubt because of his many 
years of military service. He went to the guest com-
puters in the lobby and discovered that the kingbird 
was present again that morning at the Fort. He then 
awakened the rest of us to share this exciting news (I 
remember my first thought “Oh God, why do motels 
provide lobby computers for their guests”). So, it was 
a lightning-fast breakfast and we were again heading 
to Key West. Rather than another day of failure we 
located the bird about ten minutes after our arrival at 
the Fort, spent twenty minutes enjoying superb views, 
then reboarded the rental car bou nd for Lantana so we 
could catch a noon flight home the next day.

In addition to local birding, Al, Tom Bailey, and I 
along with other DVOCers made annual regular bird-
ing trips to birding hotspots in the United States — 
Arizona, Texas, California, Oregon, Colorado, and 
Minnesota/North Dakota. Al and I enjoyed many 
pelagic trips together out of New Jersey, North Caro-

Alfred Tatem Driscoll 
1936–2021
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lina, and Monterey, California. Ann joined two bird-
ing trips — to Puerto Rico (2002) and Belize (March 
2005) where she was able to study wild orchids and 
other tropical plants in their native habitat.

At this point, I digress to the USCG LORSTA-
ATTU hat that Al always wore.  It was a rare event to 
see Al without the hat. I looked through at least a hun-
dred photos of Al on birding trips and found a scant 

few where he was not wearing the hat. 
Sometimes he took it off at meals; other 
times he did not. 

Presumably, Al took the hat off for 
showers but who knows because he 
certainly wore it in the hot tub he con-
structed on Attu. How many ATTU hats 
did Al own? Were they ever washed? 
How did they last so long? All legitimate 
yet unanswered questions. Finally, look 
at the photo below taken in 2009 at Salt 
Creek Falls, Oregon — a rarity rivaling 
many of the birds on Al’s North Ameri-
can List and perhaps one of a kind. 
Blasphemy! Al in a different hat, tan not 
blue; on closer inspection a DVOC hat. 
Yikes! Can Armageddon be far off?

Al, thanks for the memories and years 
of friendship and generosity that you gave 
freely to all who were fortunate enough to 
know you. One could ask no more.

Donald Jones
Southampton, NJ

Editor’s note: We were saddened to learn that Don-
ald Jones passed away on Thursday, November 24, 
2022, as this volume of Cassinia was being prepared 
for printing. His obituary will appear in the next vol-
ume of Cassinia.

Al Driscoll not wearing his trademark ATTU hat.

Barbara Granger Jaffe 
1942–2021

In 2014, not long after I joined the DVOC, I 
received an email from Dr. Barbara Granger, Associate 
Editor of Cassinia, offering “many thanks for stepping 
forward to help with the editing” of the new issue (vol. 
74/75). That email marked the beginning of a genuine 
friendship of six years, during which we collaborated 
to produce two more issues (vols. 76 and 77). Bar-
bara also became a trusted mentor and writing coach, 
informally reviewing some of my manuscripts before 
I submitted them for publication. She was a wealth of 
knowledge, had an eagle’s eye, and a knack for eradi-

cating unnecessary commas. “I am but an editor/con-
sultant in your life and you can take my guidance or 
not,” she wrote after one critique, “I just give you my 
best based on my own experiences.”

Barbara was not one to boast, but her experiences 
were extensive and included dozens of research-
based publications and presentations, and more than 
a decade on the Editorial Board of Psychiatric Reha-
bilitation Journal. She was born on August 9, 1942 in 
Brockton, Massachusetts, and relocated to the Phila-
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delphia area soon after high school. Barbara earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Social Science and Women’s Stud-
ies in 1972, and a master’s degree in City Planning in 
1974, both from the University of Pennsylvania. Her 
passion for learning began early in life and she never 
lost it.

In 1978, she married Robert Jaffe, who was her con-
stant companion in life. When she mentioned Robert 
in our conversations, which was often, Barbara would 
sparkle. It was beautiful to see how much she loved 
him and the family they created. Once, in February 
2018, a few days before I was scheduled to give a talk 
about my research, Barbara reached out to me with 
an (unnecessary) apology: “Hi Matt … I’ll miss your 
presentation as I’ve got a hot valentine’s date with my 
sweetheart of 40+ years.” Barbara and Robert raised 
their daughter, Nicole, in Germantown and northeast 

Philadelphia, and Nicole’s children, Laith and Zayd, 
were the pride and joy of Barbara’s final years.

From 1985 to 2008, Barbara worked at Triad 
Associates, Matrix Research Institute, and the Matrix 
Center at Horizon House, and taught courses at Bryn 
Mawr College and La Salle, Temple, and Antioch Uni-
versities. Somehow, she also found time to complete 
a doctorate in Social Work & Social Research at Bryn 
Mawr College, with a dissertation entitled “Process 
and Participation in Needs Assessment: Approaches 
to Defining the Housing Needs of People with Physi-
cal Disabilities” (1997). In 2009, she joined the DVOC 
and soon became a Life Member and Fellow, in recog-
nition of her service as Chair of the Banquet Commit-
tee and Associate Editor of Cassinia. 

Her emails were written in a charming stream of 
consciousness, punctuated more often with ellipses 
(…) than periods. This was true even in her final 
days, when she reached out to family and friends with 
sad news of her cancer diagnosis. Even then, she was 
thinking about her loved ones — all the people who 
had touched her over the years, and who she had 
touched. “Dear Matt,” she wrote in September 2020, 
“please know that the time we shared together was 
much appreciated and that I have enjoyed being part 
of your life through DVOC. You are a kind and loving 
person and I wish you a long healthy life full of love. 
[This is] not a happy time, but [I am grateful for] the 
time to reach out and touch those who have enriched 
my life in some precious way.” The same day, in an 
email informing DVOC officers that she was stepping 
down from her various roles, Barbara wrote: “… each 
day I contemplate all of the wonderful people who 
have shared their lives with me and enriched my pres-
ence on this fragile planet.”

Our friend, Barbara Granger, passed away on Feb-
ruary 6, 2021 at the age of 78.

Matthew R. Halley
Landenberg, PA

Barbara Granger Jaffe

Barbara Granger Jaffe (continued)
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January 3, 2019
Annual Meeting at the Discovery Center, Philadel-

phia, Pennsylvania.
Attendees: 57 members.
Opening Remarks: George Armistead talked 

about the history of the East Park Reservoir and 
how the Discovery Center came to be. Linda Wid-
dop traced the location of the Annual Meeting over 
the years from the Academy of Natural Sciences to 
the Jenkins Arboretum to the Discovery Center. She 
worked with Damien Ruffner of the Discovery Center 
to secure the location in exchange for DVOC mem-
bers leading field trips at the Center.

Elections: Barbara Granger (for Art McMorris) 
announced the slate of nominees: George Armistead, 
President; Linda Widdop, Vice President; Gregg Gor-
ton, Secretary. Nominees for Council positions: Anne 
Bekker and Brian Quindlen (since Holly Merker and 
Jason Weckstein were rotating off). A vote was called, 
and all nominees were approved.

Fellows: Nominees to be new Fellows were 
announced: Anne Bekker, Holger Pflicke, Katrina 
Rakowski. A vote was called, and all nominees were 
approved.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information, including one at Barnegat Light 
and Sharks Inlet, January 5, 2019. She asked members 
to contact her about field trips outside Philadelphia. 
Tony Croasdale asked members to reach out to him if 
they wished to lead a walk in Philadelphia.

Billings Big Year: Martin Dellwo (for Art McMor-
ris) reminded members who participated in the 
Billings competition in 2018 to submit their lists by 
January 31. He noted the recent rule change: there 
would no longer be any need to sign up to compete in 
2019 and thereafter.

Annual Treasurer’s Report: Bert Filemyr said the 
club’s financial health was good.

Announcements: Tony Croasdale reported that 
his sister’s company, Mayfair Travel, is launching an 
ecotourism subsidiary named On The Wing, and one 
of its first trips is a special opportunity to visit the 

Galapagos Islands, followed by an optional tour to the 
Maquipucuna Reserve in the cloud forests of main-
land Ecuador. 

Local Notes: Matt Halley found a second-year 
Hermit Thrush in the Wissahickon, which he was able 
to age by the retained juvenile feathers (outer coverts). 

Peter Burns reported his first Pileated Woodpecker 
of the year at Fort Washington State Park.

Tony Croasdale had his first Pileated Woodpecker 
at his new house in Mt. Airy, along with Bald Eagle 
and Common Raven. 

Linda Widdop found a new yard bird — Pileated 
Woodpecker. 

Rob Bierregaard noted that a Pileated Woodpecker 
he found at his house had brought his yard list to 107 
species. (And thus concluded the Pileated Wood-
pecker reports!)

Rick Mellon said that no fewer than 86 Bald Eagles 
were found during the Southern Bucks County Christ-
mas Bird Count (CBC). 

Anne Bekker found Hermit Thrush, Eastern 
Phoebe, and Gray Catbird at Carpenter’s Woods. 

Holly Merker, eBird Reviewer for Pennsylvania, said 
low numbers of chickadees and titmice had been seen 
that winter. She asked members to watch those species 
and report any sightings or lack thereof to eBird. 

Peter Burns said he had also noticed low numbers 
of chickadees and titmice. 

Keith Russell noted that titmice and chickadees 
used to be migratory, so this apparent decline could be 
related to a change in available food.

Matt Halley said many White-breasted Nuthatches 
killed by collisions with glass had been tallied that year 
in Center City, especially around skyscrapers. 

Rob Bierregaard mused that Junco numbers seemed 
low.

Main Program: Bert Filemyr gave one of his “From 
the Archives” presentations about an aspect of DVOC 
history. He began giving those about six years ago 
when a decision was made to no longer have the seem-
ingly endless parade of CBC reports read at Annual 
Meetings, especially since those data were more read-
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ily available online. Bert’s program “Stone, Potter, and 
Edge” looked back on the lives of the people for whom 
three of the DVOC awards had been named.

Side note: Tony Croasdale presented Bert with a 
DVOC DeLorean car model since Bert typically used 
an image of such a vehicle as his “time machine” to 
“take” him and the audience back to the date to which 
his presentation would be pegged.

January 17, 2019
Attendees: 26 members, 1 guest.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris reminded every-

one to hand in their list of birds from last year by 
January 31. He reminded the group that all members 
are eligible to compete for the prize, so long as they 
remained in good standing for the entire year in which 
they were competing. He urged members to partici-
pate in this fun event, which required only that they: 

(1) GO BIRDING!
(2) At the end of the year, they would only need to 

send in their checklist. The member who saw the most 
birds in the DVOC area that year would win $200.00 
and bragging rights.

Membership: Gregg Gorton (for Bonnie Witmer) 
announced new members — Maya Langer, James and 
Candace Fritz, and Bernard Foy. He then read Bonnie’s 
report on membership for 2018: The club accepted 

thirty new members, of which half were women. Four 
memberships were “household” (for two people), one 
member was in high school, two were in college, two 
were graduate students, and two were retirees. Twelve 
described themselves as beginning birders and nine as 
long-time birders. Eleven were from Philadelphia, 17 
from elsewhere in Pennsylvania, and two from Dela-
ware. Bonnie felt hopeful that the club could continue 
to expand and become increasingly diverse in every 
respect.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided information 
about two upcoming field trips at West Laurel Hill 
Cemetery, Bala Cynwyd, Montgomery County, and 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia.

Upcoming Meetings: On February 7, Rick Radis, 
“Return of the Raven.”

Announcements: Bert Filemyr congratulated club 
member and this past year’s Rosalie Edge Award win-
ner, Laurie Goodrich, who was selected to be the Sar-
kis Acopian Director of Conservation Science at the 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary. 

Gregg Gorton said that “The Pennypack Ecological 
Restoration Trust” would be holding a lecture the fol-
lowing Tuesday on the story of the Ivory-billed Wood-
pecker at Chipola River Wildlife Management Area in 
the Florida panhandle. Professor Fredrik Bryntesson 
of Bryn Athyn College will present some fascinating 

new historical research on the efforts to con-
serve and re-find the Ivory-billed Woodpecker 
at that site. 

Debbie Beer informed the group that Bill 
Thompson III of Bird Watchers’ Digest and the 
American Birding Expo — known to many of 
us — had been diagnosed with stage IV pan-
creatic cancer and was undergoing chemo-
therapy. 

Mike Walter wanted all to know that if they 
were to go birding in the harbor area at the 
Naval Yard (bounded by Broad Street, Consti-
tution, and Langley Avenues), security officers 
might tell them to leave, as had happened to 
him recently. But he said it appeared okay to 
observe birds on the river at the end of Broad 
Street, which is where birders typically go.

Local Notes: Rob Bierregaard said that 
he and Art McMorris had found a Common 
Raven in the Army Corps of Engineers area east 
of the airport during the Mid-winter Count. 

Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) at Houston Meadow in the 
Wissahickon Valley Park in Philadelphia, photographed by Maria 
Pacheco on February 2, 2019.
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Marty Dellwo had two ravens at the Northeast 
Water Treatment Plant, two Cape May Warblers, a 
Nashville Warbler, three or four Orange-crowned 
Warblers, a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and an Eastern 
Phoebe, all during the Mid-winter Count. And he 
said that Jason Horn had possibly found an Audubon’s 
form of Yellow-rumped Warbler three days prior. 
There was also a Red-necked Grebe at Glen Foerd on 
the Delaware during the Mid-winter Census, which he 
believed would be a new species for that count. Finally, 
at Avalon, New Jersey, two weeks prior, there was a 
huge movement of Razorbills, and even three Dove-
kies were seen from the 8th Street Jetty. 

Barb Bassett reported that Tom Reed (counter at 
the Sea Watch in Avalon, at the mouth of Townsend’s 
Inlet at 7th St. and 1st Avenue) tallied 10,600 (!) Razor-
bills, some Common Murres, and a Thick-billed Murre. 

Kelly Johnson mentioned that she saw a Red-
shouldered Hawk at Westchester University.  

Debbie Beer said that three Northern Saw-whet 
Owls were seen at the Heinz Refuge and a Snowy Owl 
was at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware.

Maya Langford saw a first-cycle Iceland Gull at 
Barnegat Lighthouse, along with three Northern Gan-
nets, a Razorbill, and some Harlequin Ducks and 
Common Eiders. 

Linda Widdop noted that she finally had Pine Sis-
kins at her feeder in Rydal, Pennsylvania. 

Win Shafer said he saw a White-winged 
Scoter on the River at the Navy Yard. 

Bert Filemyr added that a Black Phoebe 
was found near the Delaware Water Gap, north 
of Dingman’s Ferry in northeastern Sussex 
County, Pennsylvania.

Main Program: Aidan Place, a young birder 
from Pittsburgh, gave an excellent presentation 
on his experiences in Israel competing in the 
“Champions of the Flyway.”

February 7, 2019
Attendees: 27 members, 3 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced 

new members — Matt Hardy, Janie Hill, and 
Kevin Berkoff.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided 
upcoming field trip information, including 
walks at West Laurel Hill Cemetery, Laurel 
Hill Cemetery, The Discovery Center, and the 
Rancocas Nature Center.

Trustee’s Report: Chris Walters reported that the 
Trustees of the Investment Fund were Hart Rufe, 
Paul Guris, and Chris himself. He said the Fund has 
always been invested relatively conservatively in a 
Vanguard Index Fund and bond funds. It continued 
to grow, earning more than $19,000 in 2018. Roughly 
one-third of that money was given to the Treasurer for 
club operations, and the rest was reinvested, as per the 
routine that had been followed successfully since the 
Fund was established roughly fifty years prior. All life 
membership monies are directed into the Fund, which 
was how it was established originally. He added that 
the Fund had finally reached a tipping point at which 
enough money was being generated (in the form of 
dividends and capital gains) that some can now be 
retained in the Fund (if the financial markets are doing 
relatively well) even after money had been disbursed 
annually.  

Upcoming Meetings: On February 21, Claus Hol-
zapfel, “Is Brown the New Green? — Fusion Ecology 
and Conservation.”

Announcements: Gregg Gorton said that the 
Haverford Arboretum approached the DVOC about 
the possibility of members leading a series of bird 
walks there.

Tony Croasdale reported that on Friday, March 8, 
at the Cobbs Creek Environmental Center, 700 Cobbs 

Sedge Wren (Cistothorus stellaris) at the former Island Green golf 
course in Philadelphia, photographed by George Armistead on 
October 6, 2019.
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Creek Parkway, a photography exhibit would feature 
member Navin Sasikumar’s nature photos.

George Armistead happily informed the group that 
the gavel had been found (after having been missing 
for months)!

Art McMorris noted with sadness that Tom Cade, 
the father of Peregrine Falcon restoration in the U.S., 
had died not long before at 91 years of age. He founded 
the Peregrine Fund after moving from Cornell Univer-
sity to Idaho in 1970. His efforts and those of the staff 
at the Peregrine Fund had led to similar raptor restora-
tion efforts in many places around the world. 

Local Notes: Marty Dellwo saw two Northern Har-
riers, a Red-shouldered Hawk, and good numbers of 
Bald Eagles, but no large flocks of geese or blackbirds 
during the Salem County, New Jersey, Winter Raptor 
Count (with Linda Widdop and Barb Bassett). 

Linda Widdop observed six Pine Siskins at a feeder 
in Elkins Park. 

Tony Croasdale said that a birder reported having 
seen a Northern Goshawk at the exit off I-95 for Gen-
eral Pulaski Park in Port Richmond, Philadelphia. 

Dan Efroymson reported a Common Redpoll at 
Houston Meadow in Roxborough.

George Armistead noted that the results of the 
Mid-winter Bird Census were still pending, but he 
understood that more than a hundred species had 
been identified. And he said that Brian Quindlen had 
been interviewed in the news about the Mandarin 
Duck found at Ridley Park Lake, Delaware County. 
Since the duck was relatively tame, it was thought 
likely to be an escapee.

Gregg Gorton said he went with Rob Bierregaard 
and Win Shafer to see the Pacific Loon that had been 
found several days previously at Manasquan Inlet, 
Point Pleasant Beach, Monmouth County, New Jersey.

Main Program: Linda Widdop presented a talk on 
“Birding St. Paul Island (Alaska).”

February 21, 2019
Attendees: 33 members, 4 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced one new 

member — Islam Naimul.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris said he was 

pleased to announce that Sandra Keller was the 2018 
winner, having seen 303 species (302 of them in New 
Jersey). The award presentation would take place on 
March 21, and members of Bob Billings’ family were 

expected to be present for the award and a short talk 
by Sandra about her year. 

Cassinia: Matt Halley happily said that the new 
issue was in production!

Conservation: Anne Bekker asked that members 
please alert her or Holger Pflicke about any local place 
where they had conservation concerns, so the com-
mittee could then consider how it might get involved.

Communications: Linda Widdop reported that 
the Maryland Ornithological Society contacted DVOC 
to ask for information about the new club website so 
they could consider using the same web developer. 
She said that that was really a nice compliment given 
to our own Navin Sasikumar, who had developed the 
new DVOC website.

Field Trips: George Armistead provided upcom-
ing field trip information, including walks at The Dis-
covery Center, Rancocas Nature Center, and Cobbs 
Creek Environmental Center. 

Announcements: Matt Halley was pleased to share 
with the group that he had located the Type (voucher) 
Specimen of North America’s Rough-legged Hawk 
(Buteo lagopus sanctijohannis, previously called Black 
Hawk [Falco niger]), which had been collected and 
described by Alexander Wilson! Matt displayed the 
specimen and told the story of how it had been in the 
Peale Museum and then had been thought to be lost. 
But he had come across it in the Academy’s collection, 
along with a wooden stand signed by John Cassin on 
which it had apparently been mounted. Cassin (whose 
handwriting is known to Matt) had barely visibly writ-
ten that the specimen had been received from the 
Peale Museum. The momentous importance of this 
find was not lost on audience members, who crowded 
around Matt and the bird, applauded, and took many 
photos. Matt also displayed a Neotype Specimen of a 
Veery (Catharus fuscescens) that he had prepared from 
a specimen at his study site in Delaware in order to 
replace the Type Specimen (Stephens, 1817) that had 
been lost some time ago. This presentation by Matt, a 
graduate student at the Academy, was a truly remark-
able and unexpected moment in the club’s history.

Local Notes: Marty Dellwo saw the Gyrfalcon on 
Nummy Island, Cape May County, New Jersey. And 
he also saw a Horned Grebe at Heinz NWR, Phila-
delphia. He and Linda Widdop also found the Pacific 
Loon, which was still at Manasquan Inlet, Ocean 
County, New Jersey. Then, at Island Beach State Park, 
Ocean County, New Jersey, they found a Snowy Owl 
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and what appeared to be a Merlin. Finally, he added 
that a male Painted Bunting was back at a feeder on 
Dixie Line Road in Newark, New Castle County, Dela-
ware. 

Tony Croasdale recalled that Pacific Loons were 
seen on inland lakes in years past. 

Phil and Bonnie Witmer said they had two red-
phase Eastern Screech-Owls at the same time in their 
backyard during the Great Backyard Bird Count. 

Anne Bekker noted that American Woodcocks 
were displaying at that time at Bombay Hook NWR, 
Kent County, Delaware. 

Gregg Gorton said that his group had only twenty 
species of birds on the Great Backyard Bird Count 
walk at West Laurel Hill Cemetery in Bala Cynwyd, 
likely due to the strong winds. But the highlight was 
finding a Great Horned Owl being mobbed by crows 
in a Norway Spruce. A Wood Duck was also spotted 
on the Schuylkill from an overlook. The simultaneous 
walk at Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia, led by 
Navin Sasikumar, had also produced only twenty spe-
cies, so the “dueling walks” had a stand-off. 

Art McMorris reported that his son was once flying 
a radio-controlled airplane when crows had mobbed it!

Main Program: Claus Holzapfel presented “Is 
Brown the New Green? — Fusion Ecology and Con-
servation.” He gave a very illuminating presentation 
about the “fusion ecology” of native and non-native 
species in “waste places,” green urban fragments (such 
as on the campus of Rutgers-Newark), and brownfields 
(such as on Liberty Island) in New Jersey. Surprisingly, 
species diversity is higher in fusion landscapes than 
in some “restored” areas, though these studies are still 
preliminary. Mist-netting of birds at these sites had 
been part of the diversity research he and his team had 
been conducting. 

April 4, 2019
Attendees: 33 members.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

members Liam Hart and Carol Weisl.
Cassinia: Matt Halley said that the current issue 

was complete and in process, and hopefully, copies 
would be handed out at the 2020 Members Meeting 
in January. 

Conservation: Anne Bekker announced that 
Backpacks for Birders had been distributed to several 
libraries in Philadelphia and that she had finally met in 

person with JoAnn Woods, the club’s librarian contact 
for that DVOC endeavor.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information, including walks at Cape May, 
Cobbs Creek Environmental Center, The Discovery 
Center, and the Michael Huber Prairie Warbler Pre-
serve, New Jersey.

Upcoming Meeting: On April 18, Brian “BQ” 
Quindlen, “Birding with BQ in Arizona.”

Announcements: Linda Widdop asked people to 
let her know if they were interested in hosting a Sum-
mer Picnic or might wish to help with such an event. 

George Armistead said that the Delaware Birdathon 
(of the Delaware [formerly Delmarva] Ornithological 
Society) would raise funds that year in the ongoing 
effort to conserve more coastal land. In the history 
of this effort, about $400,000 had been raised, and 
more than 1200 acres had been protected. This year 
— and IF the amount raised were at least $100,000 — 
a matching donation of that amount would be made! 
The dates of the event were May 4–12. George also 
announced that he would give a talk on May 1 at the 
Geographical Society of Philadelphia entitled “Birds: 
Philly’s Innovators in Ornithology, and Odd Modern-
day Dinosaurs.” 

Gregg Gorton suggested that interested parties 
should see the Weekly Digest for a notice alerting 
DVOC members to a speaking opportunity at Wild 
Birds Unlimited in Havertown, Pennsylvania. 

Phil Witmer said he would teach a two-session 
course for Main Line School on Basic Bird Identifica-
tion at the Creutzburg Center, Harford Park, Radnor, 
Pennsylvania.

Local Notes: Linda Widdop said she still had some 
Pine Siskins coming to her feeder. 

Phil Witmer reported noticing that White-throated 
Sparrows were still present in his yard in Radnor, but 
they were not singing, so he wondered about that. 

Rob Bierregaard commented on some variables 
driving singing in songbirds, such as testosterone level. 

Jack Creighton reported that the first migrant 
hummingbirds had been reported in Pennsylvania. 

George Armistead noted that a Townsend’s Solitaire 
had been reported in Manahawkin, Ocean County, 
New Jersey. 

Rob Bierregaard had his first-of-year Eastern 
Phoebe in his yard, along with Pine and Palm War-
blers. He also noticed a pair of Wood Ducks on the 
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stretch of the creek by his house, so he built and 
installed a box for them! 

Dan Kobza said he had seen a pair of American 
Kestrels chasing a Cooper’s Hawk away at 49th Street 
and Parkside, which made him wonder about the 
presence of Kestrels in the city. 

Anne Bekker recalled seeing a Kestrel at Andorra 
Woods in the Wissahickon in 2017. 

Rob Bierregaard said that Kestrels would nest in 
nooks and openings in buildings in urban areas, such 
as in New York City. 

Marty Dellwo said he had heard Kestrels calling at 
21st and Walnut. 

Matt Halley noted a Kestrel had been found possi-
bly nesting in an abandoned station building in North 
Philly during the prior breeding census. 

Jason Weckstein remarked that he had seen a Kes-
trel from a window at the Academy that week. 

Matt Halley noted that Ruby-crowned Kinglets had 
been singing that week. 

Anne Bekker heard Winter Wrens singing. 
Bert Filemyr said he saw and heard Yellow-throated 

Warblers singing their full songs at the usual bridge 
site in the Pine Barrens, New Jersey.

Main Program: Jason Weckstein presented “New 
Specimens from Amazonia: Show and Tell.” The Asso-
ciate Curator of Birds at the Academy recounted briefly 
how he and his colleagues had obtained the many bird 
specimens that he had laid out in front of the audience. 
Slides and a good-humored tale helped his audience 
visualize some of what was involved in ornithologi-
cal field expeditions to Brazil. Then, the presenta-
tion shifted to comments on specific specimens that 
Jason picked up and expounded upon. Questions and 
discussion ensued, and the participants took close-
up looks at the dozens of specimens from dozens of 
species. The speaker emphasized the importance 
of specimen-collecting as a thoroughly and exclu-
sively scientific endeavor conducted thoughtfully and 
respectfully. Enthusiasm and amazement were evident 
throughout this very enjoyable, special presentation.

April 18, 2019
Attendees: 54 members, 16 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 

member — Leor Veleanu.
Conservation: Anne Bekker announced two pub-

lic meetings that would be held to discuss the River-

front North “Master Plan”: on April 29 at the Tacony 
Library and on May 1 at the Richmond Library. Those 
would provide the opportunity for public input, and 
she said that birders would do well to attend!

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at Bartram’s Gar-
den, Independence National Historical Park, The Dis-
covery Center, West Laurel Hill Cemetery, John Heinz 
NWR, the Michael Huber Prairie Warbler Preserve, 
and Glen Foerd on the Delaware.

Upcoming Meetings: On May 2, Andrew McGann, 
“Cellular Tracking Technologies.”

Announcements: Linda Widdop said that the 
Delaware Birdathon (of the Delaware Ornithological 
Society) would be raising funds this year in the ongo-
ing effort to conserve more coastal land, this time in 
Mispillion Harbor, a shorebird migration stopover 
area. Dates: May 4–12, 2019. 

George Armistead said that the annual Darby 
Creek Clean-up Day would be April 20, so folks should 
consider volunteering for that at the Heinz NWR and 
help to “tidy up the tidal”!

Phil Witmer said he was seeking a volunteer to take 
over his three Kestrel boxes.

Tony Croasdale said there would be two DVOC 
World Series of Birding teams this year! First, “Rid-
ing Birdy” consisting of Tony, Matt Halley, Katrina 
Raskowski, and Jeff Gordon. Second, “Sudden Stops 
and Terns,” a youth team with Victoria (Tori Bird) Sin-
dlinger as the leader. He encouraged support for these 
efforts with donated funds to go to BirdPhilly. 

Matt Halley displayed the holotype of Harris’ Hawk 
that he had newly rediscovered in the Academy’s col-
lection, and he also held up a copy of Audubon’s paint-
ing of that species. This unexpected moment was met 
with applause and shouts of congratulations. 

Dan Kobza said that The LandHealth Institute was 
recruiting high school students to serve as Philadel-
phia Watershed Stewards. 

Barb Bassett noted that the Gloucester County 
Nature Club would be holding its Bird Quest 2019 on 
Saturday, May 4, throughout Gloucester County, New 
Jersey. 

Debbie Beer sadly commented on the recent pass-
ing of both Bill Thompson III and Pete Bacinski, each 
of whom had been in his own way a major figure in 
birding. 
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Art McMorris said that the Billings Big Year Check-
list had been updated and could be found on the 
DVOC website. He said that, as usual, it was a compos-
ite of the Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware lists.

Anne Bekker reported that a lecture entitled “What 
do Birds eat? — Exploring Insect Biodiversity in Birds’ 
Diets,” by Ashley Kennedy, was to take place on April 
24 in the Stewart Library, Academy of Natural Sci-
ences of Drexel University.

Local Notes: Linda Widdop mentioned that some 
Pine Siskins were still coming to her feeder, along with 
a Red-breasted Nuthatch. She had also heard a Louisi-
ana Waterthrush singing and had seen Wood Ducks at 
the Pennypack Environmental Center. 

Rob Bierregaard found his first-of-year (FOY) 
House Wren at suet. At the Discovery Center, where 
he had led a walk, he had three Horned Grebes and 
two Blue-gray Gnatcatchers. 

Anne Bekker said that her FOY hummingbird was 
at her feeder. 

George Armistead said that many Brown Thrash-
ers had been found in various places. And a black, 
male Ruff was seen at the Port Penn impoundment 
south of Delaware City, Newcastle County, Delaware. 

Gregg Gorton reported that many Broad-winged 
Hawks had flown through the Delaware Valley on a 
front. Many birders had experienced that after some 
hawks were sighted over Haverford College by Liam 
Hart, who alerted the BirdPhilly WhatsApp Group. 

Tony Croasdale added that Broadwings were seen 
over Roxborough and Wood Ducks often numbered 
around forty at Valley Green Inn in the Wissahickon. 

Jane Henderson noted that people feed the Wood 
Ducks there. 

Lynn Jackson said a Least Bittern had been calling 
at Greer’s Pond. 

Barb Bassett said she had a Solitary Sandpiper in 
Clarksboro, Gloucester County, New Jersey, on April 
14, which was quite early. 

Debbie Beer said that Frank Windfelder found a Surf 
Scoter at Heinz NWR, but it stayed only a few hours.

Marty Dellwo saw a pair of Kestrels at 22nd and 
Walnut.

Main Program: Brian “BQ” Quindlen presented 
“Birding with BQ in Arizona.” Brian provided a won-
derfully rollicking tour of Southeastern Arizona, 
where he had gone the prior July with four friends 
in search of that area’s specialties. His delightful talk 

was illustrated with his photos and a few videos, and a 
large audience very warmly received it. 

May 2, 2019
Attendees: 20 members.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 

member — Eva Marie Shahade.
Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 

field trip information about walks at The Discov-
ery Center, John Heinz NWR, Ridley Creek State 
Park, Pennypack Park, Wissahickon Park, Carpenter’s 
Woods, FDR Park, and Fisher Park.

Upcoming Meetings: On May 16, Pete Dunne and 
Kevin Karlson, “Birds of Prey: Hawks, Eagles & Fal-
cons of North America.”

Announcements: Matt Halley presented yet 
another remarkable find, this time a small, leather-
bound book by Charles Lucien Bonaparte (an Acad-
emy ornithologist during the 1800s), entitled The 
Systematic Distribution of Vertebrate Animals. The 
book had been published in Italy (in Italian and Latin) 
in 1831, and it described a method for organizing the 
types of vertebrate animals, thus becoming the first 
published work on comparative systematics. Matt 
also announced that he would be presenting/display-
ing a copy of Graceanna Lewis’ “Tree of Birds” at the 
American Ornithological Society Annual Meeting in 
Anchorage, Alaska, in June. He said that Ms. Lewis 
had been a pioneer in bird phylogenetics — so she was 
known as the “Mother” of that area of ornithological 
endeavor. She was a remarkable woman, a student of 
John Cassin here at our very own Academy, whose 
work had been praised by the likes of Thomas Huxley. 

Finally, Matt announced that the Associate Cura-
tor of Birds, Jason Weckstein, had garnered a National 
Science Foundation Grant for more than $900,000 to 
study mites found on members of the Tinamidae fam-
ily of birds (tinamous) and that birds in that family 
carry more species of bird mites than birds from any 
other bird family in the world! 

Janie Shahade announced that she had been 
accepted as a member of the ZooCREW at the Phila-
delphia Zoo, a much sought-after volunteer position 
for a high-schooler that might help lay the ground-
work for a career with animals and conservation. She 
was warmly congratulated for this accomplishment. 

Bonnie Witmer said that the Jenkins Arboretum, 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, would have its Wild 
Plant Sale in mid-May.
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Navin Sasikumar reported proudly 
that Philadelphia had done very well 
in the City Nature Challenge, ranking 
among the top twenty-five cities world-
wide among the one hundred and fifty 
that participated. Philadelphia was 22nd 
in observations (13,729), 24th in number 
of species (1,456), and 14th in number 
of observers (566)! He gave his thanks to 
everyone who participated. At that point, 
Navin was given a shout-out for his lead-
ership, along with that of Billy Brown, 
Tony Croasdale, and others involved. 
Finally, Navin noted that thirty differ-
ent partnering organizations had been 
involved in the Philly effort.

Local Notes: Debbie Beer said a Great 
Horned Owl was nesting in Delaware 
County south of the airport near the Jet 
Stream Parking lot. She added that the 
birds’ nest was located amid a colony of 
Great Blue Herons!

Katrina Rakowski noted that a Cerulean War-
bler and two Blue-winged Warblers were found near 
Independence Historic Park in Philadelphia by Leor 
Veleanu. 

Marty Dellwo again saw a pair of Kestrels at 22nd 
and Walnut and said he believes they may be nesting in 
a crevice near the edge of the roof of a building there. 

Dan Efroymson said he found a Prairie Warbler 
and a Rose-breasted Grosbeak in his yard in Roxbor-
ough. He added that Billy Brown reportedly found two 
Common Gallinules at the Southwest Water Treat-
ment Plant in Philadelphia.

Gregg Gorton noted that the only Pennsylvania 
breeding record of Black-necked Stilt had been at that 
same Water Treatment Plant roughly 25-30 years prior. 

Jack Creighton said he had gone on the walk at 
the Michael Huber Prairie Warbler Reserve in the 
Pine Barrens the prior week with Tony Croasdale and 
that they had seen Prothonotary, Hooded, and Prairie 
Warblers, as well as Scarlet Tanager. 

Matt Halley said he had found what may be a 
new species of firefly for Philadelphia, collected in 
Eastwick meadow, which was Pyractomena borealis. 
He also noted that a Louisiana Waterthrush nest had 
been found along Cresheim Creek in Wissahickon 
Valley Park.

Main Program: Andrew McGann gave a presen-
tation called “Wildlife Telemetry in the Age of the 
Fitbit and the Apple Watch: ‘Wearables’ for Wildlife.” 
Andrew drew from both his ornithological and tech-
nological backgrounds to educate attendees about the 
different forms of attachable wildlife-tracking tech-
nologies, focusing on those linking to cell towers and 
satellites. Some of his videos were quite stunning in 
showing the kinds of visual data that can be produced, 
including depictions of birds’ flight altitude, flight and 
stopover behavior, distance traveled, and precise route 
taken. His talk ended with dozens of questions from a 
fascinated audience.

May 16, 2019
Attendees: 51 members, 7 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced three 

new members — Carol Beam, Eva Preston, and Liz 
Pettit.

Picnic: George Armistead said it would take place 
on August 3 at the Guris’ home in Green Lane, Mont-
gomery County, Pennsylvania.

Conservation: Anne Bekker asked participants to 
please visit Riverfrontnorth.org to complete a survey 
on recommendations regarding the redevelopment of 
that area of Philadelphia.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at The Discovery 

LeConte's Sparrow (Ammospiza leconteii) at Croft Farm, Burlington 
County, New Jersey, photographed by Todd Fellenbaum on December 7, 
2019.
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Center, Upper Roxborough Reservoir, and Lakehurst 
Naval Air Station.

Upcoming Meetings: On June 6, Rob Fergus, “Birds 
in Mayan Civilization.”

Announcements: George Armistead congratulated 
Frank Windfelder, who had seen his 300th Philadel-
phia species on his birthday, May 12. The species was 
a Franklin’s Gull! Applause followed that announce-
ment.

Local Notes: Linda Widdop said she watched from 
Stenton Avenue in Philadelphia as crows chased a 
mature Bald Eagle.

Win Shafer noted that twelve Black-bellied Whis-
tling Ducks had been reported in Reading, Pennsyl-
vania. In addition, he said a Yellow-breasted Chat had 
been found at Rushton Farm in Willistown, Chester 
County. Finally, in Belleplain State Forest in Wood-
bine, New Jersey, forty-four singing Worm-eating 
Warblers had been found after the rain that very day! 

Tori Sindlinger reported that the World Series of 
Birding team she had led — the carbon-free DVOC 
youth team called “Sudden Stops & Terns” — had per-
egrinated around Cape Island and came in 3rd in that 
category with 111 species! Those included some Red 
Knots seen in flight. She received hearty applause.

Phil Witmer noted that the BirdPhilly World Series 
of Birding Team had truncated its planned route so 
that Matt Halley, who had sustained an injury, could 

continue to be part of the team — and 
then the team had found a Swallow-
tailed Kite!

Debbie Beer said she had found 
Hooded, Black-throated Blue, Magnolia 
Warblers, Ovenbird, and several other 
warbler species in Springfield, Delaware 
County. 

Dan Efroymson said that Holger 
Pflicke had recorded a Mourning Warbler 
at FDR Park. And in Houston Meadow 
in Roxborough, there had been an Olive-
sided Flycatcher. 

Gregg Gorton said he found a Spot-
ted Sandpiper in Shortridge Park, Wyn-
newood, Pennsylvania, for the first 
discovery of that species there since he 
began birding the park in 1993. It was the 
151st species for that site. A change in 
the habitat along the creek during stream 
restoration likely explained the presence 

of the new species there. 
Linda Rowan saw a pair of Red-tailed Hawks nest-

ing on a power pylon visible from her backyard. 
Katrina Rakowski reported that 38 species of birds 

had been found in the Independence Hall area on one 
day that past week! She added that meeting attendees 
should acknowledge all the DVOCers who had par-
ticipated in the WSB: Tony Croasdale, Matt Halley, 
Linda Widdop, Alan Crawford, and Tori Sindlinger 
(plus Katrina herself). 

George Armistead said he had been shocked by the 
number of migrant birds in the Independence Hall 
area! They had been found in the blocks extending 
from the Commodore Barry statue two blocks south 
of Independence Hall, all the way toward the river. 
George also reported two new birds for his south 
Philly yard: a male Black-throated Blue Warbler and 
a Swamp Sparrow. 

Brian Quindlen said he had had 53 species of 
birds on the nature trail at Bethel Springs Elementary 
School in Garnet Valley, Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania, where he teaches. Those birds included many 
warblers, a Bobolink, and a Veery, representing spe-
cies numbers 128 and 129 for the school!

Main Program: Kevin Karlson and Pete Dunne 
presented “Birds of Prey: Hawks, Eagles, Falcons and 
Vultures of North America.” Kevin and Pete gave a 
reprise of the talk they had given at the Annual Ban-

Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus) at the Pennypack Ecological  
Restoration Trust in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, photographed  
by Maria Pacheco on December 8, 2019.
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quet last year when only about half of the registered 
attendees had been able to attend due to the bliz-
zard. Their talk was even more delightful in the more 
intimate setting at the Academy. It was chock-full of 
world-class photographs that many of the leading rap-
tor photographers had contributed to their 2017 book 
of the same title. Kevin and Pete were good-humored 
both in the repartee between the two of them and with 
the enthralled audience. Whether one had attended 
the previous talk or not, this presentation — with 
these two great “old” and much-beloved birders — was 
a winner!

June 6, 2019
Attendees: 35 members, 8 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer welcomed three 

new members — Edwin Coyle, Vernon LaVia, and 
Bull Gervasi.

Picnic: George Armistead reminded the group 
about the upcoming picnic in August.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about a walk at The Discovery 
Center and said that thereafter would be the summer 
break. 

Upcoming Meetings: None scheduled until Sep-
tember.

Announcements: Bonnie Witmer said The Audu-
bon Climate Watch Bird Survey would be taking place 
at twelve sites in mid-June, with a focus on White-
breasted Nuthatch and Eastern Bluebird.

Local Notes: Rob Fergus reported that five White 
Pelicans had been spotted in flight by Sheryl Johnson 
during the evening of June 4 and that he and others 
were able to relocate them behind the Philadelphia 
airport along the Delaware River.

Keith Russell reported finding Kentucky Warblers 
both at Houston Meadow and along Forbidden Drive. 
He also said there had been four big flights of smaller 
shorebirds at Bucktoe Creek Preserve in Chester 
County, including turnstones and knots. And a Nel-
son’s Sparrow had been found at Pine Run Reservoir/
Dam in Bucks County. 

George Armistead noted that breeding birds at 
Andorra Nature Center (in the vicinity of the Wissa-
hickon Environmental Center, aka The Tree House) 
had in the past included Kentucky, Hooded, Blue-
winged, and Cerulean Warblers, but none of those had 
been known to breed there in some years. He mused 
about whether that was related to the deer having eaten 

the understory flora or perhaps that area had always 
been a “fringe” territory that was no longer used due 
to the shrinking populations of those species. He also 
said that at the Maryland Ornithological Society Con-
vention the past weekend, Jeff Gordon (ABA Presi-
dent) had led a group at Eastern Neck NWR and had 
found a Black Rail calling in mid-day! Later, George 
found the bird still calling (“kee kee kerr!”). He noted 
that very few Black Rails were still left in our general 
area. Finally, he said he had also seen a Mississippi Kite 
at Eastern Neck NWR.

Linda Widdop said that The Delaware Bayshore 
Surveillance Project (near The Villas in Cape May 
County) had had a high count of 100 Red Knots, 600 
Sanderlings, and 600 Semipalmated Sandpipers. Sixty-
seven photos of individual banded birds were taken! 

Marty Dellwo said there was a new trail at Penny-
pack on the Delaware, and he had found “a lot of 
Orchard Orioles there.” 

George Armistead reminded the group that it was 
a good time of year to find unusual birds that might 
wander around, as the ornithologist Dan Lane noted 
during his recent visit. Thus, he recalled that on June 
13, 2013, Alexander Zorach had found maybe the 
“craziest” Philly vagrant — a Tropical Kingbird along 
the Crescent Trail (near the Grays Ferry neighbor-
hood of Philadelphia). So, George urged everyone to 
keep their eyes peeled!

Main Program: Rob Fergus expounded on “Birds 
among the Modern & Ancient Maya” in a very rich 
talk on an unusual subject based on ethno-ornitholog-
ical research that he and a colleague had been engaged 
in for fifteen years among the Maya of the Yucatan 
Peninsula and Guatemala. He introduced listeners 
to the Mayan languages (more than thirty) and rel-
evant aspects of the Mayan culture as he detailed his 
many interactions with modern Maya regarding their 
knowledge of local avifauna. Using illustrative slides, 
he also linked some of his findings to past images and 
descriptions of birds among the ancient Maya. Rob’s 
passion and humor were evident, and he enthralled 
the audience, who responded with many questions 
and much discussion after his talk. 

September 19, 2019
Attendees: 50 members, 4 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

members — Stephanie and Mark Griffin, Peg Shaw, 
Nilesh Patel, Sarah Cleary, and Joseph Timoney, Jr.
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Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond asked that 
people save the date of November 21. The banquet 
would again be held at the Sheet Metal Workers’ Hall 
on Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia. The Bird Art Show 
was also to take place again, and Jeff Gordon, Presi-
dent of the American Birding Association, would be 
the featured speaker.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at Henry Botanic 
Garden (Gladwyne, Montgomery County), West Fair-
mount Park, the Manayunk Chimney Swift Roost, and 
The Discovery Center.

Upcoming Meetings: On October 3, Marc Schmidt, 
“Bird Song: A Framework to Study the Neurobiology 
of Courtship Behavior in Songbirds.”

Announcements: George Armistead noted the 
recent passing of two long-time members, Ron French 
and Emmerson Bowes. French was a former President 
of DVOC, and Bowes was the first DVOC webmas-
ter. Hopefully, George said, there would eventually be 
memorial notes about them in a future Cassinia. 

George Armistead said that the noted writer and 
bird artist Julie Zickefoose would be speaking about 
her new book, called Saving Jemima: Life and Love 
with a Hard-Luck Jay, at the John James Audubon 
Center, Audubon, Montgomery County, Pennsylva-
nia, next week. 

Linda Widdop said there would be a new sym-
posium for young birders (13–22 years old) called 
Frontiers in Ornithology at Ashland Nature Center, 
Hockessin, Delaware, on September 28. Our own Matt 
Halley would be one of the esteemed speakers at the 
event. 

Debbie Beer said that that year’s Big Sit event 
would take place at the Heinz Refuge on the Obser-
vation Platform beginning at 6:00 am on October 13. 
This was to be the tenth Big Sit there, the first having 
been organized by Tony Croasdale eleven years ago. 
(After a one-year gap, the event had been re-started).

George Armistead noted that attendees had brought 
five bird salvage specimens to the meeting, so anyone 
would be free to look at them where they had been 
laid out on display. They included a beautiful Least 
Bittern, a Bobolink in winter plumage, a tiny North-
ern Parula, a juvenile Gray Catbird, and a Red-bellied 
Woodpecker. 

Gregg Gorton said people should remember that 
it would not be legal to collect salvage specimens for 

any other purpose than to donate them to the Acad-
emy, which has a salvage license. He advised that any 
specimen should be placed in a zip-lock bag, frozen, 
and then brought to a meeting or taken to the Acad-
emy. The collector’s name, the date and place of col-
lection, and any theory about how the bird had died 
(e.g., “window strike”) should be written on a note in 
the bag.

Local Notes: Brian Quindlen happily reported that 
the juvenile Purple Gallinule was perhaps still linger-
ing at the Heinz Refuge, and many people had already 
seen it.

George Armistead added that that bird was the 4th 
record for Heinz and the 5th for Philadelphia and that 
two people (Rich Horwitz and Katrina Rakowski) had 
seen it before Louise Zemaitis and Michael O’Brien 
had then found it and sent out an alert.

Katrina Rakowski said she had taken a picture of 
it but did not realize it was not a Common Gallinule! 

Bonnie Witmer reported a male Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak and several American Redstarts in the Wit-
mer backyard in Radnor, Pennsylvania.  

Main Program: Barb Bassett presented “Galapagos 
Islands Voyage.” Barb took us along on her 2017 trip 
using terrific slides of the birds, the landscapes, and 
many other interesting creatures, as well as of the boat 
on which she sailed. She also showed us some fabu-
lous underwater video taken while snorkeling among 
the coral reef and rocky seascapes where the boat had 
been anchored. Her humor and ample knowledge of 
her subject matter made for a fun evening that ended 
with more than a handful of audience members excit-
edly talking about their desire to take a trip to those 
amazing islands.

October 3, 2019
Attendees: 30 members, 2 guests.
Membership: Linda Widdop announced a new 

member — Ian Schramm.
Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond reminded 

the audience about the scheduled Annual Banquet on 
November 21. 

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at Pennypack Park 
and The Discovery Center, and she mentioned the Big 
Sit at the John Heinz NWR.

Upcoming Meetings: On October 17, Cliff Hence, 
“San Diego and the Salton Sea.”
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Announcements: George Armistead said that 
a free event called Audubon + Canon Walks: Birds 
in Focus would take place on Saturday and Sunday, 
October 5 and 6, at the John James Audubon Center, 
Mill Grove, Audubon, Pennsylvania.

George also reported that on October 5, there was 
to be a Bioblitz beginning at Pier 68 on the Delaware 
River Trail behind (and south) of Walmart, Columbus 
Boulevard, Philadelphia.  

Anne Bekker requested nominations for the Rosa-
lie Edge Conservation Award so the Conservation 
Committee could consider them.

George Armistead said that the Heinz Refuge 
would be closed for two four-day periods in October 
for archery hunts that would hopefully result in the 
culling of some deer. He encouraged anyone interested 
to comment on the Heinz Facebook page.

Linda Widdop said that Barb Bassett had taken the 
lead in purchasing new DVOC hats in three styles: the 
same style purchased in the past, a trucker style, and 
a visor. She then polled the group about their prefer-
ences, which strongly favored the old and visor styles. 

Gregg Gorton asked members to send him names 
of nominees for the Witmer Stone Award for the best 
publication by a member that was unrelated to that 
person’s professional duties. 

Rob Bierregaard followed suit by requesting that 
any names of nominees for the Julian K. Potter Award 
for Field Ornithology be sent to him.

George Armistead followed up on The Frontiers 
in Ornithology event for youth birders in Hockessin, 
Delaware, the previous weekend, saying that “it went 
off very well, and there is strong interest in having a 
second such event — perhaps at the same venue.” He 
added that Matt Halley had given a “great talk” and 
had shown the group a missing type specimen of 
Empidonax flaviventris (Baird and Baird, 1843) that he 
had recently rediscovered in the Academy’s collection. 

Matt Halley then displayed the neotype specimen 
of Catharus swainsoni (Cabanis in Tschudi, 1845), 
a breeding specimen from northwestern Pennsyl-
vania that he had designated in a recent publication 
to substitute for the missing original type specimen. 
Matt mentioned his more general ongoing efforts 
to straighten out the taxonomy of the nightingale-
thrushes (Turdidae: Catharus). He said that that effort 
included updates to the common names, which he 
had suggested in another recent paper. There was a 
round of applause after his presentation, and Presi-
dent Armistead commented, “Only at DVOC do you 
get things like this!" 

Local Notes: Rob Bierregaard reported that on his 
first trip to Bartram’s Garden, he had seen a falcon-
like bird flying away toward the trees and then found a 
perched female Peregrine. 

George Armistead found that “interesting” since he 
had found a female Peregrine Falcon just north of there 
at the Newkirk Viaduct Monument about a week prior. 

Katrina Rakowski said that she had 
led another DVOC youth birding trip 
to the Heinz Refuge the day prior, as she 
does every Wednesday afternoon during 
the school year. She asked youth birders 
present at the meeting to comment on 
what they had seen.

Tori Sindlinger then said they had 
found a Scarlet Tanager, a Wood Thrush, 
and some warblers. 

George Armistead replied, “That’s 
an amazing collection of birds — cool 
beans!” Then, he added that the golf 
course at FDR Park in south Philadel-
phia would be permanently closed as of 
November 1, so it would be “open season 
for birders there.”

Main Program: Marc Schmidt spoke 
about the “Neurobiology of Courtship 

Common Gull (Larus canus, apparent kamtschatschensis), center, resting 
on the frozen Edgewood Lake at Franklin Delano Roosevelt Park in Phila-
delphia, photographed by Holger Pflicke on January 23, 2020.
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Behavior in Songbirds.” Professor Schmidt, from the 
University of Pennsylvania, gave a highly detailed 
report on the research that he and colleagues had been 
conducting to understand the relationship between 
the “song center” in the brain of the Brown-headed 
Cowbird and the copulatory behaviors that are trig-
gered in the female when the male sings his song. He 
illustrated the talk with photos and video (including 
slow-motion) of paired and unpaired birds engaged in 
behavioral interaction and explained both the hypoth-
eses and some of the findings that had come out of 
that research. His discussion of the neuroanatomy was 
clear enough that the audience could readily appreci-
ate the details of what he had presented (which he had 
warned them would include some “bird porn”), chal-
lenging though it had been at times. His talk was very 
warmly received, and not a few attendees asked ques-
tions, made comments, and lingered afterward to talk 
further with Marc.

October 17, 2019
Attendees: 23 members.
Membership: Linda Widdop announced a new 

member — Kuenhi Tsai.
Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond encour-

aged everyone to register online for the upcoming 
Banquet, if possible. She added that the ticket price 
remained just $49.50 and that new menu options 
would be available. 

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at Glen Foerd on 
the Delaware and The Discovery Center.

Upcoming Meetings: On November 7, Larry Niles 
would be giving an update on the status of the Red 
Knot.

Announcements: Bob Horton said he had free 
books for anyone who wanted one.  

Matt Halley did a “Show and Tell” about the old-
est house in Philadelphia, which the Drinker family 
owned, and though no longer extant, it was turned 
into Sportsman Depot and run by John Krider. Taxi-
dermy for bird specimens now in the Academy was 
performed there. In the book Forty Years Notes of a 
Field Ornithologist by John Krider, a specimen is men-
tioned that is the only specimen of a species ever col-
lected in Philadelphia — a Smooth-billed Ani shot 
on Petty’s Island. The PA Records committee has not 
accepted this into its records. The specimen’s label 

has many inaccuracies, e.g., “Shot on Peter’s Island in 
Delaware River opposite Kensington.” Peter’s Island is 
in the Schuylkill River. Petty’s Island is in the Delaware 
River but not near Kensington. Krider’s book states 
that the ani was shot in September in “the meadows 
below the built-up part of the city of Philadelphia….” 
Matt said he suspects someone mislabeled the speci-
men and that Krider’s account should be considered. 

Linda Widdop reported that Bert Filemyr was 
recovering nicely from recent hip surgery.

Local Notes: Linda Widdop reported a Swainson’s 
Hawk at Cape May and a Cassin’s Kingbird there.

John Lemonick said that the loop he birds at Wil-
listown Friends, Chester County, had many warblers 
and vireos and that Cape May had both Eurasian and 
American Wigeon. 

Matt Halley reported several sparrow species at 
Dixon Meadow, Montgomery County: White-crowned, 
Song, Savannah, White-throated, and Swamp; and he 
also found Sora and Virginia Rail there.  

Anne Bekker added that she also had Vesper Spar-
row, Orange-crowned Warbler, Sora, Virginia Rail, 
and Bobolinks at that site. 

Marty Dellwo reported a Merlin seen from the Big 
Sit (observation) platform at the Heinz Refuge. 

Main Program: Cliff Hence delivered a talk with 
many photos on “San Diego and the Salton Sea.” The 
Salton Sea, California’s largest inland body of water, 
became a prime birding spot in southern California, 
despite some very unusual conditions. The “sea” is 235 
feet below sea level and about ten times as salty as the 
ocean. It was created in 1905 when a 40-mile-long 
canal used to irrigate the area for agriculture flooded 
due to very heavy rains. It was estimated that 63 bil-
lion gallons of water per day poured into the dry bot-
tomland of the Imperial Valley for about 18 months. 
That became known as the Salton Sea, which is located 
right on the San Andreas Fault. This “sea” has no out-
let and has been fed with runoff from area farms for 
years, which increased the water’s salinity. Surpris-
ingly, some species of fish survived in that environ-
ment, and those have provided a food source for some 
of the more than 400 species of birds that have used 
the valley as a stopover or wintering spot. Thousands 
of White Pelicans, cormorants, Snow and Ross’s Geese, 
and various species of ducks as well as Gamble’s Quail, 
Cattle Egret, White-faced Ibis, Common Roadrunner, 
Burrowing Owl and others have visited the area each 
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year. It can be birded throughout the year, but because 
the temperatures can reach the 100s in the warmer 
parts of the year, the cooler months are the prime time 
to visit the area. The San Diego area is also a great bird-
ing area because of its proximity to the ocean. Despite 
prolific development and a large naval base, many 
natural areas still provide extensive avian diversity. 
Numerous gulls and terns, including Gull-billed, Cas-
pian, Elegant, and Least Terns, can be found, as well as 
occasional pelagic species in and around the city. Seals 
and Sea Lions also bask on the rocks and promontory 
along the coast. Cliff ’s terrific photos illustrated his 
very nice talk.

November 7, 2019
Attendees: 33 members, 5 guests.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 

member — Rich Ziegler.
Field Trips: Barb Bassett provided upcoming field 

trip information about walks at Glen Foerd on the 
Delaware and The Discovery Center.

Upcoming Meetings: On November 21, Jeff Gor-
don, President of the American Birding Association, 
would be the featured speaker.

Announcements: Matt Halley did another “Show 
and Tell,” regaling the audience with a tale and a col-
lection of bird skulls that he had recovered from the 
museum collection after it was believed they had been 
lost. Samuel Morton amassed the collection in the 
1830s, and Matt discovered that it included a Passen-
ger Pigeon skull that had been mislabeled, which will 
now replace the supposed Passenger Pigeon skull in 
the museum collection that had also been mislabeled 
— and which was actually a Band-tailed Pigeon skull. 
Matt said that the key to his being able to correct the 
record was finding not only the skulls but also Mor-
ton’s original catalog of the collection. Matt displayed 
some of the skulls for the audience and further dis-
cussed this remarkable find after the main speaker had 
finished answering questions.

Local Notes: Bert Filemyr noted that an Anna’s 
Hummingbird continued at a private residence in the 
Westchester, Pennsylvania area. 

Barb Bassett reported an American Avocet at South 
Cape May Meadows. 

Matt Halley said he had joined Associate Curator 
Jason Weckstein and his students at South Cape May 
Meadows, where the Avocet was seen, and that they 

had also seen a Least Bittern and an immature Golden 
Eagle (overhead; apparently, the first of the season for 
the Hawk Watch).

Main Program: Larry Niles spoke about “Extinc-
tion and the Long-Distance Red Knot.” Larry gave a 
spirited overview of the long-distance form of the Red 
Knot, which migrates from the Arctic to the southern 
cone of South America along the eastern shore of that 
continent. He discussed results of tracking studies uti-
lizing geo-locators and nano-tags applied to the birds. 
He described in detail this species’ exquisite temporal 
linkage with the reproductive behavior of the Horse-
shoe Crab in the Delaware Bay and other areas on the 
East Coast. And he provided results of studies of that 
species’ and the crab’s population over the prior two 
decades. He amply made the case that the Red Knot 
was at significant risk of extinction were there to be 
further reduction in the Horseshoe Crab population, 
catastrophic weather events, or ongoing degrada-
tion of habitat (including stopover habitat along the 
South American Coast). While the talk was some-
what disheartening, Larry also provided evidence 
that when commercial fishing for the crabs is more 
tightly regulated, the Red Knot population should be 
able to respond positively to some extent. He made 
it clear that the fight to save the Red Knot must 
encompass the entire ecosystem and must address 
not only over-fishing but the unnecessary harvest-
ing for medical purposes (despite the availability of 
a synthetic replacement for the crab’s blood in medi-
cal tests). He highlighted the campaign he and sup-
porting NGOs have initiated, which has been named 
“Halt the Harvest.” There was much spirited discus-
sion afterward.

November 21, 2019
Annual Banquet. No meeting minutes.

December 5, 2019
Attendees: 47 members, 2 guests.
Nominations: Art McMorris announced the 

Slate of Nominees for 2020-2021: President – Linda 
Widdop; VP – Gregg Gorton; Secretary – Barb Bas-
sett; Treasurer – Marty Dellwo; Councilors-at-Large: 
Katrina Rakowski, Dan Efroymson (with Navin 
Sasikumar and Barb Bassett rotating off). Art asked 
for other nominations from the floor, but none were 
offered. 
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Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 
members — Tom Johnson, Owen Sindler, and Barlow 
Herbst.

Banquet Committee: Lauren Diamond thanked 
everyone who helped! The participants gave her a 
round of applause for yet another excellent job.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information about walks at The Discovery 
Center, Poquessing Park North, Pennypack on the 
Delaware, and Conowingo Dam.

Upcoming Meetings: On December 19, the Annual 
Members Photo Night and Contest would be held.

Announcements: Gregg Gorton said that the 
Members’ Annual Meeting would take place on Janu-
ary 9, 2020 — one week later than usual. Per tradition, 
it would be a pot-luck affair. Bert Filemyr would again 
be giving one of his “From the Archives” presentations 
on one aspect of DVOC history. Location: The Discov-
ery Center, Fairmount Park, Philadelphia. 

Chris Walters reported that the Philadelphia Mid-
Winter Bird Census would take place on January 
11, 2020, and those members wishing to participate 
should contact Keith Russell.

Local Notes: Barb Bassett reported that a Moun-
tain Bluebird was found at Beach Plum Farm, Cape 
May. She added that in a field across from the Beanery 
at Cape May, Harris’ Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, 
and a Western-type Flycatcher (DNA analysis of its 
poop was ongoing) were found. 

Tori Sindlinger and Katrina Rakowski said that 
Tori had found a Bufflehead on the river at Woodland 
Cemetery, the first record in eBird for that site; they 
also found Wilson’s Snipe, Red-shouldered Hawk, and 
Common Gallinule at Heinz NWR.

Main Program: Roger Pasquier spoke about “Birds 
in Winter: Surviving the Most Challenging Season.” 
Roger provided a wealth of information about how 
birds adapt during the cold season, illustrated with 
images of many birds. He drew from his new book 
of the same title, which he made available for sale to 
members. 

December 19, 2019
Attendees: 40 members, 2 guests.
Nominations: Art McMorris again announced the 

Slate of Nominees for 2020–2021, and no other nomi-
nations were offered.  

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced a new 
member — Daniel Long.

Field Trips: Barb Bassett provided upcoming field 
trip information about walks at Conowingo Dam and 
Pennypack on the Delaware.

Upcoming Meetings: January 9 would be the date 
of the Annual Members Meeting at the Discovery 
Center (pot-luck style).

Announcements: Marty Dellwo said there would 
be a social gathering at For Pete’s Sake Pub in South 
Philly after the Philadelphia Mid-Winter Bird Census 
on January 11, 2020.

George Armistead pointed out that buying gift mem-
berships would be a nice way of supporting DVOC 
and encouraging new members.

Local Notes: Tori Sindlinger and Daniel Long 
(youth birders) said they visited Cape May and saw 
the Black-chinned Hummingbird and the Painted 
Bunting, but missed the Mountain Bluebird (because 
it had reportedly been eaten!). They also found a dead 
Red-throated Loon and turkey tracks on the beach.

Frank Windfelder said that Tom Bailey had alerted 
him to a flyover Brown Pelican at Palmyra Cove 
Nature Park, New Jersey, which was very unusual at 
that time of year. 

Robert Mercer found a Fox Sparrow singing at 
Neshaminy State Park, and a Winter Wren was present 
behind the Dow Plant in Bristol, Bucks County. 

George Armistead reported that he and Jason 
Weckstein, Tom Johnson, and Matt Halley had “quite 
a gull experience” during the Christmas Bird Count 
at the landfill in the Levittown/Bristol area, Bucks 
County — with roughly 10 Iceland Gulls, including 
one juvenile glaucoides, three Glaucous Gulls, juve-
nile and adult Thayer’s (now Iceland), and hybrids of 
Lesser Black-backed × Herring (the Appledore gull) 
and Glaucous × Herring (Nelson’s gull). Finally, there 
were approximately 20,000 Herring Gulls. 

Daniel Long said he found two Rusty Blackbirds 
and a Common Gallinule at Heinz NWR on Decem-
ber 15. 

Judy Stepenaskie noted that she saw a female Per-
egrine Falcon on the steeple of St. John the Baptist 
church in Manayunk, Philadelphia, but no sign of a 
male yet. (She could discern the bird’s size compared 
to various architectural features at that site she knows 
so well.)

Todd Fellenbaum found a Eurasian Green-winged 
Teal (also called a Common Teal) at Heinz NWR, and 
he added that this subspecies had not yet been split 
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from Green-winged Teal in the US, though that had 
already occurred in the UK.

Main Program: Michael Walter hosted the Annual 
Members Photography Night and Contest. Mike took 
the audience through all the photos submitted (by 18 
people) in the six categories: birds, fauna, flora, scen-
ery, birders, and DVOC area. As usual, a cheery time 
was had by all, as the mix of interesting, beautiful, sur-
prising, and at times funny photos was brought forth, 
and the winners were announced. Birds: 1st – Marty 
Dellwo, 2nd – Brad Whitman, Honorable Mention – 
Debbie Waxler; Fauna: 1st – Barb Bassett, 2nd – Andy 
Smith; Flora: 1st – Anne Bekker, 2nd – Andy Smith; 
Scenery: 1st – Marty Dellwo, 2nd – Anne Bekker; Bird-
ers: 1st – Barb Bassett, 2nd – George Armistead; DVOC 
Area: 1st – Andy Smith, 2nd – Debbie Waxler. The Steve 
Kacir Memorial Award: (for Best in Show) went to Rob 
Hynson.

January 9, 2020
Annual Meeting at The Discovery Center, Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania.
Attendees: 40 members.
General Welcome: George Armistead, the outgo-

ing President, welcomed all to the meeting. Damien 
Ruffner, Education Manager for the Discovery Center, 
East Park Reservoir, Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, 
described the center’s mission and facilities. He invited 
members to sign up as volunteers.

While there were no new Honor-
ary Members, the names of two new 
Fellows were announced: Barbara 
Bassett for her work on Council and 
the Communications Committee, for 
her work as Facebook administrator, 
and for having replenished the DVOC 
hat inventory. Lauren Diamond was 
also named, for her work on Council, 
as a stellar Banquet Committee chair, 
and for having availed the Club of her 
amazing graphic design work.

New Officers: Art McMorris, 
Chair of the Nominating Commit-
tee, first acknowledged the rest of 
the committee: Barbara Granger, 
Anita Guris, and George Armistead. 
Then he again announced the Slate of 
Nominees for 2020-2021, all of whom 
were unanimously elected: Presi-

dent – Linda Widdop; VP – Gregg Gorton; Secretary 
– Barb Bassett; Treasurer – Marty Dellwo; Council-
ors-at-Large: Katrina Rakowski and Dan Efroymson 
(with Navin Sasikumar and Barb Bassett rotating off). 
Applause followed. 

Welcome and Comments by Linda Widdop: 
She began by saying that not until 1983 were women 
allowed to join the club, and she believed the member-
ship was roughly 65% to 35%, male to female. Regard-
ing prior female officers, she noted that Barbara Haas 
had served as Treasurer and Sandy Sherman had been 
not only the Treasurer but also the first female Presi-
dent. At that point, George interrupted her to say, “It is 
about time that we have another woman as President!” 
— which led to applause. 

Linda then chaired the rest of the meeting. She said 
that since she was neither an ornithologist nor trained 
in science, she never thought she could be a member 
of such a club, much less become the President. She 
said, “I just enjoy birding”! She attributed her join-
ing the club to influence from two members — Patty 
Rehn and Dennis Brennan. She said that the diverse 
backgrounds among the membership, the quality of 
the programs, and the fun social engagements (e.g., 
at Cherry Street Tavern after meetings) are a few of 
the things that make this club so special. She added 
that she began to volunteer for committees and other 
tasks just to help the club continue to sustain its long 

The first Seaside Sparrow (Ammodramus maritimus) for Philadelphia was dis-
covered and photographed by Chuck Homler on May 9, 2020 at Meadow Lake 
in Franklin Delano Roosevelt Park. Chest waders were required!
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tradition. Then along came Art McMor-
ris of the Nominating Committee — and 
how could she say “No” to Art when he 
proposed that she become the new presi-
dential candidate? She concluded by 
saying that she was looking forward to 
helping this prestigious club keep going 
for many years. Finally, Linda presented 
Bert Filemyr with a special award rec-
ognizing him for his work as Treasurer 
(for 12 years), his serving so admirably as 
unofficial club historian, and his service 
as a tremendous mentor for officers and 
council members.

Treasurer’s Report: As his final act, 
retiring Treasurer Bert Filemyr pre-
sented the details of the club’s financial 
status at the end of 2019. The bottom line, 
he said, was that the club was in good 
financial shape and that we should spend 
additional money supporting ornithol-
ogy since the club had the wherewithal 
to do that.

Trustee’s Report: Deferred until next meeting.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer presented the sum-

mary of new members for 2019.
Billings Big Year: Art McMorris encouraged all to 

send in the number of birds they had identified within 
the DVOC area during 2019 so that the top birder 
could be identified. He reminded everyone that they 
no longer needed to sign up for the Billings Big Year 
Competition — they should just “Go Birding”!

Cassinia: Matt Halley announced that Volume 77 
was ready for publication, and he was already fielding 
manuscripts for Volume 78.

Announcements: Holger Pflicke reminded every-
one that Philadelphia’s biennial Breeding Bird Census 
was coming up. 

Presentation: Bert Filemyr began by saying that 
in prior years at the Annual Meetings, all the Christ-
mas Bird Counts from east of the Mississippi were 
reviewed, or at least it seemed that way! But now Bert 
combs the DVOC archives for some interesting facts 
to expound upon for his annual “From the Archives” 
presentation, which this year was entitled “An Inter-
esting Meeting.” Bert’s fascinating tale focused on a 
club meeting in February 1896, when Charles Kellogg, 
an American vaudeville performer who imitated bird 

songs by whistling, performed them “quite perfectly” 
for the club. 

January 23, 2020
Attendees: 40 members, 1 guest.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

member applications and new members Rachel Adler 
and Lois Bryman.

2019 Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters gave a sum-
mary account of the financial status of the Endowment 
Fund. He was pleased to report that the Endowment 
Fund is in excellent financial shape. Earnings from the 
fund are transferred to the treasurer every year. At this 
point, more is transferred out than comes in. A con-
servative investment strategy is used for all the funds, 
including the Bob Billings Big Year Competition and 
the Interns Funds.

Billings Big Year: Lists of birds that were seen in 
the DVOC area in 2019 are due by January 31. The 
total number of species is to be sent to Art McMorris 
first. The number to beat is 290. Art will contact the 
submitter if their number is the highest.

Conservation: The Migratory Bird Protection Act 
(MBTA) of 2020 was discussed. A bipartisan bill, HR 
5552, has been introduced to reaffirm America’s com-

American White Pelicans (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) at the Commodore 
Barry Bridge over the Delaware River, photographed by Damon Orsetti 
on June 5, 2020.
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mitment to conserving migratory birds and seeks to 
reverse rollbacks by the Trump administration. The 
MBTA was passed over a century ago with the goal of 
eliminating "incidental takes" by commercial activity.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information, including Barnegat Lighthouse 
State Park, January 26; Pennypack Park, February 9; 
East Laurel Hill Cemetery Great Backyard Bird Count, 
February 15; West Laurel Hill Cemetery Great Back-
yard Bird Count, February 15.

Upcoming Meetings: February 6, Scott Burnet, 
“The Chimney Swift — America’s Mystery Bird.” 

Announcements: It is with sadness that we 
announce the passing of Barbara Haas. Barbara was a 
Fellow and DEVOC of the DVOC and treasurer from 
1987 to 1996. A sympathy card was sent around the 
room to be signed. It would be given to her husband, 
Frank. Additional information is on the DVOC web-
site.

On March 7, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm, Friends of For-
sythe will be holding a symposium, “Three Billion 
Birds Gone Missing: How, Why, What Can Be Done,” 
most likely at Stockton College. Linda Widdop is look-
ing for someone to join her on the discussion panel. 
There will be an opportunity to have a table with club 
membership information. 

Doug Tallamy, author of “Nature’s Best Hope,” is 
scheduled at multiple venues in the Delaware Valley: 
West Laurel Hill on March 25; Horticultural Society 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey, Public Library on February 
18; Delaware Nature Society Hockessin, Delaware on 
February 4. 

Brian Quindlen announced that next Sunday’s NY 
Times crossword would have a bird theme.

Local Notes: Mike Zickler was birding Taylor’s Lane 
in Cinnaminson. He observed a Great Blue Heron 
capture a very large crayfish. 

On January 12, Marty Dellwo went to Barnegat 
Lighthouse State Park, Ocean County, New Jersey, 
with Linda Widdop, Barb Bassett, Mike Walter, and 
Ken Walsh to search for the Black Guillemot. At first, 
the inlet was too foggy, so they all went for breakfast. 
Fortunately, the weather cleared. Close views of Harle-
quin Ducks and an Iceland Gull were achieved. Marty 
and Barb stayed when the others had to leave. Finally, 
glimpses of the Black Guillemot were seen along the 
North jetty. Marty then drove to the Island Beach side, 

hiked in a mile to the north jetty, and was rewarded 
with close-up views. 

On January 23, Holger Pflicke found a Mew Gull 
on Edgewood Lake in FDR Park. Per eBird com-
ments, “likely ssp. kamtschatschensis. Likely first county 
record.” 

On January 17, Barb Bassett observed a Glaucous 
Gull at Bivalve in Cumberland County, New Jersey. It 
was possibly the same bird found there by Tom John-
son during the Belleplain CBC on December 22, 2019.

Main Program: Ian Gardner, “Illuminating Spar-
rows of the Northeast: Brightening a Drab Stereo-
type.” Ian took us on a tour of the sparrows in the 
Northeast. He provided pointers about identification, 
including voice and behavior.

February 6, 2020
Attendees: 25 members, 1 guest.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

member applications and new members Theresa 
O’Malley, Vin Karthik, Karyl Weber, and Steve Kapski.

Conservation: Anne Bekker discussed The Migra-
tory Bird Protection Act (MBPA) of 2020. A bipartisan 
bill, HR 5552, has been introduced to reaffirm Amer-
ica’s commitment to conserving migratory birds and 
seeks to reverse rollbacks by the Trump administra-
tion. Anne asked participants to please consider sign-
ing the petition in its support. Anne also alerted the 
club to an ongoing threat to Double-crested Cormo-
rants. There is a petition supporting their protection.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information, including Pennypack Park, Feb-
ruary 9; East Laurel Hill Cemetery Great Backyard 
Bird Count, February 15; West Laurel Hill Cemetery 
Great Backyard Bird Count, February 15; FDR Park, 
February 23; Middle Creek WMA, February 29. 

Upcoming Meetings: February 20, Ashley Ken-
nedy, “What the ‘Insect Apocalypse’ means for You, 
Your Yard & the Birds.”

Announcements: Linda Widdop is looking for 
members of the club to support her at the Friends of 
Forsythe symposium “Three Billion Birds Gone Miss-
ing: How, Why, What Can Be Done” at Stockton Col-
lege on March 7. There will be an opportunity to have 
a table with club membership information. Linda also 
mentioned the upcoming Great Backyard Bird Count, 
February 14 to 17. She reminded the group that DVOC 
has two Facebook sites: a group page (which one must 
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join) and an “advertising” page for general informa-
tion. Finally, she mentioned Cassinia, the club journal, 
so that new attendees would be aware of it. 

Bonnie and Phil Witmer will introduce the Great 
Backyard Bird Count to draw new participants at the 
Radnor Memorial Library on February 8 at 10:00 am. 
Judy Stepenaskie announced that there would be a 
Wyncote Audubon trip to Colombia in July 2020, to 
be led by George Armistead (Rockjumper Tours) and 
Robin Irizarry. Contact Robin (robin.irizarry@audu-
bon.org) or go to the Wyncote Audubon website for 
more information.

Local Notes: Dan Efroymson was surprised and 
pleased to find a White-winged Scoter in a photograph 
of Canvasback and scaup at the Naval Yard. He also 
heard the “kerwee” call of a Sora from the big board-
walk at the Heinz NWR at Tinicum. Other people 
found the bird the following day. Dan saw the linger-
ing Common Gallinule as well. 

Janie Hill and Eva Marie Shahade saw a Sora at 
Heinz, at the upper east side end of the impoundment.

Vin Karthik found a Lark Sparrow at Twining Val-
ley Park in Willow Grove, Montgomery County. He 
also had a Wilson’s Snipe at Bradford Dam in War-
rington, Bucks County. 

Rachel Adler found a Razorbill at Barnegat Light-
house Park, Ocean County, New Jersey. 

During the DVOC trip to the same site the previ-
ous weekend, Linda Widdop found five Razorbills.

Youth birders Tori Sindlinger, Janie Hill, and Dan-
iel Long were very pleased to be led on a walk by 
George Armistead at the Edwin B. Forsythe NWR in 
Atlantic and Ocean Counties, New Jersey, on January 
19. They saw a Yellow-breasted Chat, Palm Warblers, 
and a good variety of duck species. 

Scott Burnet noted that a Pink-footed Goose and a 
Greater White-fronted Goose had been present at the 
Fogelsville Quarry, Upper Macungie Park, Fogelsville, 
Bucks County. In addition, a dark morph Gyrfalcon 
has returned to the Grand Central Sanitary Landfill 
for the third year in a row. It was also seen in adjacent 
Pen Argyl, Northampton County, Pennsylvania, and 
in Alpha, Warren County, New Jersey, across the Dela-
ware southeast of Pen Argyl.

Main Program: Scott Burnet, “Chimney Swift: 
America’s Mystery Bird.” Scott presented a fascinat-
ing talk about the natural history and life cycle of 
the Chimney Swift, its anatomy and how to identify 
it, how it compares with the other three swift species 

in the US, and efforts to conserve it by use of artifi-
cial nesting towers and by public education (such as 
keeping chimney tops open during the breeding sea-
son). He passed around two nests and several eggs. 
Afterward, he responded to ample questions from the 
audience.

February 20, 2020
Attendees: 20 members.
Membership: Navin Sasikumar (for Bonnie Wit-

mer) announced new member applications and new 
members Fred Clement and Maureen Weir.

Cassinia: Matt Halley: Cassinia is currently at the 
layout designer.

Communications: Navin Sasikumar noted that 
the DVOC website was down over the past weekend 
due to the hosting provider switching servers. There 
were difficulties getting the correct IP addresses and 
an issue with a download prompt, but that all has since 
been resolved.

Trustees’ Report: Chris Walters explained that 
the Intern Fund started by Hart Rufe and managed by 
the Trustees is used to fund interns at the Ornithol-
ogy Department at the Academy of Natural Sciences. 
Jason Weckstein requested partial funding of $3000 
for the new intern, Jenna Souto. Council unanimously 
approved the request.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information: FDR Park, February 23; Middle 
Creek WMA, February 29; Rancocas Nature Center, 
March 1; Schuylkill River from Manayunk, March 7.

Upcoming Meetings: March 5, Randolph Scott 
Little, “The History of Bird Sound Recording at 
Cornell.”

Announcements: Matt Halley announced that 
Therese Catanach of the Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Drexel University has new research that supports 
the recognition of the three resident Caribbean popu-
lations of the Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) 
as species-level taxa.

Chris Walters inquired about the Wilson Journal, 
which Matt Halley said he would bring to the next 
meeting.

Local Notes: Anne Bekker saw the continuing 
Gyrfalcon in Northampton County.

Ken Walsh saw a Pink-footed Goose in Lancaster 
County, along with a Cackling Goose, three Ross’s 
Geese, and 2500 Snow Geese.
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At Barnegat in Ocean County, George Armistead 
had Ipswich Sparrows in puddles, six Razorbills, and 
an adult male King Eider.

Navin Sasikumar had an Eastern Screech-Owl in 
East Falls in a low and exposed location facing a busy 
street and a school.

Matt Halley went to Edwin B. Forsythe NWR 
with Jason Weckstein. They saw the wintering Yellow-
breasted Chat and said it really pops against the winter 
backdrop.

Art McMorris reminded everyone that Peregrine 
Falcon nesting season is starting, and he is checking 
sites for activity. At the Walt Whitman Bridge, there 
were two pairs, one on the New Jersey side and one on 
the Pennsylvania side. This is rare to have Peregrine 
Falcons nesting this close to one another. It has been 
determined that one member of one pair is an off-
spring of the other pair.

At the Great Backyard Bird Count walk at West 
Laurel Hill, Gregg Gorton found a Great Horned Owl 
(he also found one last year). He was led to the loca-
tion of the Great Horned Owl in a Blue Spruce tree 
by following the raucous calls of a group of Blue Jays 
and crows. The large group potentially scared the owl, 
which took off and was later found by fifth-grader 
Bradley.

Julia Hill said that Victoria Sindlinger and Janie 
Hill found two American Woodcocks peenting at 
Eastwick.

Maureen Weir found a Mallard × 
Muscovy Duck hybrid at Lake Galena 
in Bucks County.

Matt Halley noted that a Great 
Horned Owl has taken over a Cooper’s 
Hawk nest at Heinz. Matt is compiling 
the Breeding Bird Census in 2020 and 
would like updates on any nesting.

Main Program: Ashley Kennedy, 
“What the ‘Insect Apocalypse’ Means 
for You, Your Yard & the Birds.” Ash-
ley presented an insightful talk about 
the food preferences of nesting East-
ern Bluebirds based on research she 
conducted at Mount Cuba Center. She 
also highlighted the food preferences 
of other birds based on crowd-funded 
photos from citizen scientists and 
stressed the importance of planting 

native species of plants in your urban and suburban 
yards.

March 5, 2020
Attendees: 24 members.
Membership: Linda Widdop (for Bonnie Witmer) 

announced new member applications and new mem-
bers Jim Wright, Steve Gautier, and Laura Stokley.

Bob Billings Big Year Competition: Art McMor-
ris reported that the winner of the 2019 contest would 
be announced shortly.

Conservation: Anne Bekker requested anyone 
with expertise installing nest cameras contact her. 
There is a Graffiti Pier Public Engagement Meeting at 
Portside Art Center scheduled on March 12 to deter-
mine the future of the area. Anne urges members to 
attend and voice their opinion about keeping the open 
space along the Delaware River.

Interns Fund: Chris Walters reported that the 
DVOC would support Jenna Souto as the 2020 intern 
in the Ornithology Department for Drexel University, 
working at the Academy of Natural Sciences from 
March through September 2020.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop provided upcoming 
field trip information: Schuylkill River from Mana-
yunk, March 7.

Upcoming Meetings: March 19, Laurie Goodrich 
(Rosalie Edge Award Winner, 2019), “Eighty-Five Years 
and Counting: Discoveries about Migration & Raptors 
from Hawk Mountain.”

A group of Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks (Dendrocygna autumnalis) at 
the retention pond of the Philadelphia Mills mall, photographed by Maria 
Pacheco on June 24, 2020.
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Announcements: Linda Widdop once again 
announced that on March 7, 2:00 to 5:00 pm, Friends of 
Forsythe would be holding a symposium, “Three Billion 
Birds Gone Missing: How, Why, What Can Be Done,” 
at Stockton College (https://friendsofforsythe.org/ 
calendar/). Linda is looking for members of the club to 
come to support her. There will be an opportunity to 
have a table with club membership information.

Local Notes: There was a general discussion about 
owls in the Philadelphia area. Tony Croasdale reported 
an Eastern Screech-Owl in Philadelphia at McMichael 
Park/Mifflin school right along the sidewalk and very 
visible. Anne Bekker noted two Barred Owls calling in 
Carpenter’s Woods recently but did not know if they 
would stay around. Philadelphia has suitable Barred 
Owl habitat but no recent breeding pairs.

Gregg Gorton reported that there are Peregrine 
Falcons on the St. John the Baptist church in Mana-
yunk. 

Tony Croasdale saw at least one Peregrine Falcon 
hanging around the train bridge at 63rd and Catherine 
near Cobbs Creek Park.

Marty Dellwo reported a Ross’s Goose in Bucks 
County.

Bert Filemyr reported that Mike Rosengarten had 
a Crested Caracara fly over at Evansburg State Park in 
Pennsylvania.

Brian Quindlen reported that Nathaniel Sharp also 
saw a Crested Caracara around the same date 
in Vermont.

Linda Widdop reported that Eastern Blue-
birds are back at Fox Chase Farm in Phila-
delphia and also visible from Lorimer Park in 
Montgomery County.

Main Program: Randolph Scott Little, 
“The History of Bird Sound Recording at 
Cornell.” This presentation traced the history 
of bird sound recording from the early days 
of optical soundtracks for talkies during the 
Great Depression to the modern era of using 
smartphones and the internet. The epicen-
ter of this development in the United States, 
indeed in the world, was and is at the Labo-
ratory of Ornithology at Cornell University. 
The speaker had been directly involved in 
that activity for the past seven decades, work-
ing alongside the original principals, learn-
ing from them, and passing that knowledge 
to new generations of bird sound recordists.

September 17, 2020
Note: First-ever official meeting to be held on 

Zoom. Academy of Natural Sciences is closed due to 
COVID-19. (Meetings scheduled for March 19 through 
June 4 were canceled.)

Attendees: 77 registrants, including 13 non-mem-
bers.

General Note: Linda Widdop introduced the offi-
cers and Council. Vice President: Gregg Gorton; 
Secretary: Barb Bassett; Treasurer: Marty Dellwo; 
Editor: Matt Halley changing to Holger Pflicke; Cur-
rent Councilors: Lauren Diamond, Rob Bierregaard, 
Anne Bekker, Brian Quindlen, Katrina Rakowski, Dan 
Efroymson, George Armistead (immediate past presi-
dent).

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 
member applications and new members since May: 
Philomena Coppertino, Susan Scanlon, Kris Chira-
pongse, John Smyth, Olivia Walling, Cathy Wilkes, 
Scott Flanegin, Susan Fischer, Jean Merritt, Denise 
Barkhardt, Susan Sherman, Brittany Grabois, Dwight 
Molotsky, and Rebecca Sameroff.

Banquet: Lauren Diamond said the banquet would 
not be in person this year. The virtual affair will be 
held on November 19, with a speaker. More details 
will follow.

Cassinia: Linda Widdop stated that all members 
should have received the latest edition of the Cassinia. 

Dickcissel (Spiza americana) at Pennypack on the Delaware in Phila-
delphia, photographed by Holger Pflicke on October 13, 2020.
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Matt Halley did an excellent job. Holger Pflicke will be 
the next editor. It is not too soon to start thinking of 
the next articles.

Conservation: Anne Bekker announced that 
Council approved two proposals in August. One 
was for $500 to help remove invasives in Carpenter’s 
Woods, our first bird sanctuary and Philadelphia’s 
representative Old Growth Forest. This would help 
mitigate the dependence on herbicides. The second 
project will receive $4000 toward habitat development 
and signage for the East Falls River Landing project 
and is in partnership with Audubon Pennsylvania and 
the East Falls Development Corporation. A new boat 
launch will be built along an un-interpreted, under-
birded but heavily trafficked section of the Schuylkill 
River. Our project will present this as a bird- and 
nature-viewing opportunity, rather than just a recre-
ation site, and establish bird-friendly habitat in what 
we hope will become a continuous corridor from the 
Wissahickon canoe launch to Laurel Hill Cemetery. 
The new eBird hotspot (“Schuylkill River Trail-East 
Falls”) represents the only hotspot between the Green 
Lane Bridge, about 2 miles to the north, and “West 
River Drive” on the opposite side, about a mile to the 
south. Bird it!

It is time to think about the Rosalie Edge Award, 
which is given to a non-DVOC member who has 
made significant contributions to conservation. We 
will be presenting the award virtually this year. Please 
send Anne (anne.sarah.bekker@gmail.com) your 
nominations along with a brief write-up by Friday, 
October 9.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop: Anne Bekker lead a 
joint field trip with the Philadelphia Botanical Club. 
Eighteen socially distant participants enjoyed Nesco-
peck State Park, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, for 10 
hours. For now, DVOC is holding off any further field 
trips due to COVID-19 restrictions and will review 
what other organizations are doing.

Upcoming Meetings: October 1, Brian Quindlen, 
“The Cassatt Preserve: The Headwaters of Birding at 
the YMCA.”

Announcements: Frank Windfelder gave a shout-
out to Bert Filemyr for being the club’s treasurer for 
many years.

The Photo Contest will be held during the second 
December meeting on December 17. Get your photos 
ready now. We are looking for a coordinator and three 
judges. If interested, please contact Gregg Gorton.

Local Notes: Bert Filemyr, Marty Dellwo, Alan Mart, 
and Barb Bassett saw the Little Stint found by Yong 
Kong at Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge.

Marty Dellwo and Alan Mart saw the Masked 
Booby (appropriate for the times) on the Coast Guard 
jetty in Cape May via the Osprey and the Skimmer 
boats.

Steve Mattan had many warblers in his yard, 
including Hooded and Black-throated Blue.

Anne Bekker had a least eight Black-throated Blue 
Warblers in her yard. In Carpenter’s Woods, one of 
the Barred Owlets (one fledged on June 1; one on June 
5) has made several appearances (August 21 through 
September 5). Before that, Anne was probably the 
last to see any of them on June 24. Where have these 
birds, not known to disperse widely, been spending 
their time, undetected, with so many eyes and ears in 
and around the Wissahickon? There have since been 
a couple of reports of one of them (one of “ours”?) at 
Awbury. Stay tuned.

Jack Mahon had the usual “mudpipers” around 
Salem and Cumberland Counties’ sod farms.

Theresa O’Malley had a Dark-eyed Junco in Yeadon, 
Delaware County. A Pileated Woodpecker moved into 
her backyard in Folcroft, Delaware County.

Cecilia Deemer finally had a Brown Thrasher show 
up in her yard yesterday in Pennsauken, New Jersey.

Katrina Rakowski has a recurring Carolina Wren 
in her city yard.

Bonnie Witmer had Black-throated Blue Warbler, 
American Redstart, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, and Common Yellowthroat in her 
yard in Wayne, Chester County, Pennsylvania.

Barb Bassett and Bert Filemyr had a Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper in a mud puddle across from Kingsway HS, 
Gloucester County.

Barbara Granger has had a variety of birds at her 
birdfeeders in Wyncote, Pennsylvania, including many 
juveniles.

Ken Walsh was at Hawk Mountain on Sunday. His 
best birds were a Gray-cheeked Thrush and a female 
Golden-winged Warbler.

Alan Crawford noted that there were 747 Ameri-
can Kestrels at the Cape May Hawk Watch on Monday.

Judy Foulke has had little bird action at their feed-
ers since a Cooper’s Hawk took residence.

Today Barb Bassett saw at least 22 Caspian Terns at 
Floodgates, Logan Township, Gloucester County, New 
Jersey.
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Peter Burns had a Great Crested Flycatcher at the 
Fort Washington day-use area today.

Martin Dellwo noted there had been good birds in 
Philadelphia recently. George Armistead found some: 
Red-headed Woodpeckers, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Connecticut Warblers.

Linda Widdop had ten warbler species in her Mont-
gomery County, Pennsylvania yard: Black-throated 
Blue, Black-throated Green, Black-and-white, Bay-
breasted, Northern Parula, American Redstart, Com-
mon Yellowthroat, Tennessee, Chestnut-sided, and 
Magnolia.

Main Program: Jim Wright, “The Real James 
Bond: A True Story of Identity Theft, Avian Intrigue, 
and Ian Fleming.” Jim Wright took us through the life 
and history of the real James Bond, including his ties 
to Philadelphia. It was a fascinating tale. The book may 
be purchased online. 

October 1, 2020
Academy of Natural Sciences is closed due to 

COVID-19.  Meeting held on Zoom.
Attendees: 70 registrants, including 22 non-mem-

bers.

Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced 
new member applications and new members 
Heather Bickley, Rebecca Sameroff, Dwight 
Molotsky, Brittany Grabois, Susan Sherman, 
and Denise Burkhardt.

Banquet: Lauren Diamond explained 
that year’s virtual banquet would be held on 
November 19, with speaker Peter Kaestner, 
an ornithologist whose life list is over 9,000 
species. More details are coming soon.

Bob Billings Big Year Competition: Art 
is coordinating with the Billings family for 
a future Zoom meeting to present the 2019 
award to Barb Bassett, who had 290 species 
in the DVOC area. Rules are on the website. 
Get out and go birding! There is still time in 
2020 to find more species.

Cassinia: All members should have 
received the latest edition of the Cassinia. 
Matt Halley has retired as editor. Holger 
Pflicke will be the next editor. Start thinking 
of the next articles. If you would like to join 
the biennial editorial board, contact Holger.

Conservation: Anne Bekker asked for 
nominations for the Rosalie Edge Award. 
This award is given to a non-DVOC mem-

ber who has contributed significantly to conservation. 
Send the name and a brief write-up to Anne.sarah.
bekker@gmail.com by October 9. 

The new boat launch, which is part of the East 
Falls River Landing project (partnering with Audubon 
Pennsylvania and the East Falls Development Corpo-
ration), will be worked on next fall.

Youth Birding: Katrina Rakowski said the DVOC 
Youth Birding initiative is on hold. A suggestion was 
made to add a question to the membership applica-
tion if interested in joining the Youth Birding group. 
Eventually, information will be added to the website.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop: The DVOC is holding 
off any further field trips due to COVID-19 restric-
tions.

Upcoming Meetings: October 15, Laurie Goodrich, 
“Eighty-Five Years and Counting: Discovery about 
Migration & Raptors from Hawk Mountain.”

Announcements: The Photo Contest will be held 
during the second December meeting, December 17. 
Get your photos ready now. We are looking for a coor-
dinator and three judges. If interested, please contact 
Gregg Gorton.

Gray Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis) at Van Sciver Lake, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, photographed by Mark Gallagher on October 
02, 2020.
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Jason Weckstein explained that The Academy of 
Natural Sciences is hosting its annual members night 
as a members week. See the website for further infor-
mation. If you are not a member, you can put his name 
in for the member number to register for the virtual 
and live online events.

Luc Jacobs said that Wildside Nature Tours has a 
number of free webinars that you can register for on 
their website. They are about birding and photography.

Nathaniel Sharp noted that Hog Island has a simi-
lar lecture series.

Lauren Diamond announced there would be a Big 
Sit at Exton Park on October 10 from 7:00 am to 7:00 
pm. 

Debbie Beer mentioned there would be a Big Sit 
at Heinz Refuge on October 11. Pre-registration is 
required to manage the limited capacity on the obser-
vation deck. Email debbeer1023@gmail.com if inter-
ested. 

Rob Bierregaard noted the Julian K. Potter Award 
committee is seeking nominations for this year’s 
award. The award is presented to one or more DVOC 
members at the annual banquet in recognition of out-
standing contribution to field ornithology. Previous 
winners and a link to more about Julian Potter can be 
found on the DVOC website.

Linda Widdop: The Edge, Potter, and Whitmer 
Stone Awards will be presented at the Annual Banquet.

Holly Merker (via Linda Widdop): Hawk Moun-
tain is open for visitors.

Local Notes: Marty Dellwo had a Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher and a Bay-breasted Warbler in Rittenhouse 
Square, Philadelphia.

Bonnie Witmer had Black-throated Blue Warblers, 
Black-throated Green Warblers, a Black-and-white 
Warbler, an American Redstart, a Magnolia War-
bler, and a Red-tailed Hawk with prey in their yard 
in Chester County, Pennsylvania. A Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird is still feeding on flowers there.

Sara Busch congratulated Navin Sasikumar on his 
Bioblitz results this last weekend.

Barb Bassett had a new yard bird. It was a flyover 
Black-crowned Night-Heron in Clarksboro, Glouces-
ter County, New Jersey. She also had a Black-throated 
Gray Warbler in Cape May Point, Cape May County, 
New Jersey.

Alan Crawford and Barb Bassett both missed 
the Allen’s Hummingbird in Ocean City, Cape May 
County, New Jersey.

Hudson Moore saw a Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Black-throated Green Warbler, Black-throated Blue 
Warbler, and Northern Parulas.

Ed Edge saw an Albino House Sparrow in Grays 
Ferry, Philadelphia.

Alan Crawford and Marty Dellwo said the Yellow-
green Vireo banded in the South Cape May Meadows 
was a hatch-year bird.

Linda Widdop had two good suggestions for 
migration predictions: birdcast.info from Cornell and 
Windy, a wind/weather app.

Main Program: Brian “BQ” Quindlen, “The Cassatt 
Preserve: The Headwaters of Birding at the YMCA.” 
Brian Quindlen, teacher and club member, took us 
through the amazing history of the Cassatt Preserve 
and YMCA. This is where BQ learned his love of 
birds. The Preserve is open to the public. There is 
an Environmental Education Center with bird feed-
ers and a wildlife garden. BQ showed his early years 
of birding and participation in the World Series of 
Birding.

October 15, 2020
Academy of Natural Sciences is closed due to 

COVID-19. Meeting held on Zoom.
Attendees: 69 registrants, including 22 non-mem-

bers.
Membership: Bonnie Witmer announced new 

mem bers Judy and Ken Foulke (Household Member-
ship), Peter Hamner, Hudson Moore (Student), and 
Sarah Corrigan (Student).

Banquet: Linda Widdop reminded everyone for 
Lauren Diamond that this year’s virtual banquet will 
be held on November 19, with speaker Peter Kaest-
ner, an ornithologist whose life list is over 9,000. The 
details will be posted on the website soon!

Bob Billings Big Year Competition: Art McMor-
ris: The presentation of the 2019 award is tentatively 
scheduled for the November 5 meeting. Usually, it 
is presented in March but was postponed due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. Barb Bassett, the 2019 winner, 
had 290 species in the DVOC area, including four spe-
cies never before sighted during the 9-year history of 
the competition (Gyrfalcon, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, 
Cassin’s Kingbird, and Boreal Chickadee).

Conservation: Anne Bekker has received nomi-
nations for the Rosalie Edge Award, which will be 
awarded to a non-DVOC member who has made sig-
nificant contributions to conservation.
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There was a coalition event on October 7 to pro-
mote Bird Safe Philly. The first report of a bird strike 
death in Philadelphia was in 1897 when the City Hall 
Tower was completed. Anne Bekker reiterated that if 
you see the next night on BirdCast shows high migra-
tion potential, get on Next-Door, or your neighbor-
hood listserv and suggest turning off their porch lights 
and why. She was astonished at the extent to which 
everyone cooperated.

Linda Widdop said that on October 2, the Philadel-
phia Inquirer had an article on the major Center City 
bird strike, for which Linda enlisted club members to 
help Keith collect the birds that were killed by window 
strikes.

Field Trips: Linda Widdop again said the DVOC 
is holding off any further field trips due to COVID-19 
restrictions and will review what other organizations 
are doing.

Upcoming Meetings: November 5, Susan Lindee, 
“Aotearoa, New Zealand, Land of Birds.”

Announcements: Rob Bierregaard said that the 
selection committee seeks nominations for the annual 
Julian K. Potter Award. This award is presented at the 
annual banquet to one or more members of the Club 
who have made an outstanding contribution to field 
ornithology either professionally or as an amateur. All 
members are encouraged to submit nominations. 

The Witmer Stone Award Selection Committee 
seeks nominations of one or more DVOC members 
for authorship of the best publication that embod-
ies the results of ornithological research not under-
taken in the course of professional duties. This award 
was established in 1943. Send nominations to Gregg 
Gorton.

Local Notes: Lois Bryman had about ten Pine Sis-
kins on one feeder today. This was a backyard life bird 
for her in Chester County.

Anne Bekker said that Dixon Meadow has been 
hopping with sparrows, including Clay-colored Spar-
rows (8 days), high numbers of White-crowned and 
Lincoln’s Sparrows, Nelson’s Sparrows. Also seen 
were Buff-breasted Sandpiper, American Bittern, an 
Orange-crowned Warbler, and many Tennessee and 
Nashville Warblers. Other local late warblers today 
were American Redstart and Magnolia Warbler. Pine 
Siskins have been everywhere for a week plus.

Barb Bassett had a Rough-legged Hawk in Cape 
May Point as a yard bird. There were 9,182 Pine Sis-
kins at the Cape May Hawkwatch today. She also saw 

a Northern Wheatear at Edwin B. Forsythe NWR on 
October 9.

Nathaniel Sharp noted that Black Scoters are start-
ing to turn up on the inland lakes in Vermont. He had 
one this morning!

Barbara Granger has had a guest Red-breasted Nut-
hatch for a few days this past week.

Lois Bryman has had a female Purple Finch (or 
young male) at her house.

Patrick McGill had a Grasshopper Sparrow at 
Pennypack on the Delaware on October 4.

Martin Dellwo saw a flock of about 50 Pine Siskins 
at Tinicum last weekend. They are everywhere.

Anne Bekker has seen three Philadelphia Vir-
eos this fall. Two different individuals were at the 
Schuylkill Center and one at Houston Meadows.

Martin Dellwo participated in the usual Big Sit at 
Tinicum. They had a more restricted event on Sunday 
(due to COVID-19). Even so, they racked up 77 spe-
cies which is a 3-way tie for the 3rd highest count in 
11 years.

Bonnie Witmer has seen many Magnolia Warblers, 
an Eastern Towhee, Red-breasted Nuthatches, and 
many Black-throated Blue Warblers.

Vinobha Pannerselvam has seen Purple Finches 
and Pine Siskins all across Bucks County. She had a 
Pine Warbler three days in a row with full color at her 
feeder in Bucks County. A Sabine’s Gull was located at 
Green Lane Park, Montgomery County.

At Benjamin Rush State Park last weekend, Pat-
rick McGill had one White-crowned Sparrow, four 
Lincoln’s Sparrows, eight Savannah Sparrows, seven 
Bobolinks, and one Eastern Meadowlark.

Martin Dellwo found four new birds in Ritten-
house Square for the hotspot species list this past 
week: Eastern Phoebe, Blue-headed Vireo, Brown 
Creeper, and Golden-crowned Kinglet.  Also, a repeat 
of Winter Wren (recently new) and up to four Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers at once.

Main Program: Laurie Goodrich, “Eighty-Five 
Years and Counting: Discoveries about Migration & 
Raptors from Hawk Mountain.” Since 1934, Hawk 
Mountain has been monitoring raptor and songbird 
migration along the Kittatinny Ridge. Laurie high-
lighted discoveries from the long-term data, includ-
ing documenting migration timing and Golden Eagle 
flights by Maurice Broun in the early years, to the 
recent exploration of changes in migration timing and 
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numbers. Data on migration in hum-
mingbirds and other songbirds were 
also discussed.

November 5, 2020
Academy of Natural Sciences is 

closed due to COVID-19. Meeting 
held on Zoom.

Attendees: 49 registrants, in clud-
ing 10 non-members.

Membership: Barb Bassett for 
Bonnie Witmer announced new mem-
ber applications.

Banquet: Linda Widdop for Lau-
ren Diamond announced this year’s 
virtual banquet would be held on 
November 19, with speaker Peter 
Kaestner, an ornithologist whose life 
list is over 9,000.  The details are on 
the website, including for registration.

Bob Billings Big Year Competi-
tion: Normally, the award is presented 
in March but was postponed due to COVID-19 restric-
tions. Art McMorris with Liz Billings, Bob’s wife, and 
Karen Walter, Bob’s daughter, presented the 2019 Bob 
Billings Award to Barb Bassett. Barb had 290 species 
in the DVOC area, including four species never before 
sighted during the 9-year history of the competition: 
Gyrfalcon, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Cassin’s Kingbird, 
and Boreal Chickadee. She gave a short presentation 
of her year showing where she saw the species in the 
Billings area and photos of the rare birds. She donated 
the $200 prize to Bins 4 New Birders. Art reviewed the 
rules of the Billings Contest, which can be found on 
the website.

Conservation: Anne Bekker will announce the 
Rosalie Edge Award winner at the banquet on Novem-
ber 19. This is presented to a non-DVOC member 
who has contributed significantly to conservation. 
She mentioned that Matt Haley testified at the Healthy 
Outdoor Public Spaces (HOPS) Bill hearing. The 
HOPS Bill Eliminates the use of toxic herbicides on 
city-owned and used grounds. The Lights Out Coali-
tion against bird strikes met and will be asking for vol-
unteers at some point.

Field Trips: Per Linda Widdop, the DVOC is 
holding off any further field trips due to COVID-19 
restrictions and will review what other organizations 
are doing.

Upcoming Meeting: The next meeting on Novem-
ber 19 will be the Virtual Banquet.

Announcements: The deadline for the Photo Con-
test is November 30.

Local Notes: Steve Mattan had over 100 Pine Sis-
kins and an Evening Grosbeak on Halloween in their 
yard in Piney Place.

Martin Dellwo found a Dickcissel at Heinz NWR 
this morning which was a nice surprise and only his 
second in Philadelphia. He also had a Golden Eagle 
incredibly low over Houston Meadow. Then he saw 
many Golden Eagles at Hawk Mountain the next day.

Anne Bekker has observed up to three Short-eared 
Owls at Dixon Meadow, Montgomery County, since 
October 31. This afternoon, she was surprised to find a 
Dickcissel at the Schuylkill Center (Philadelphia).

Barb Bassett noted that many Evening Grosbeaks 
have flown over Cape May, and some have been seen 
at feeders. There have been Red Crossbills (type 10) as 
flybys at Coral Ave, Cape May Point. A Golden Eagle 
was seen over Cape May Point. A Vesper Sparrow was 
at the Beanery, Cape May.

Judy Foulke spent the afternoon at Pennypack 
Trust. A Red-breasted Nuthatch hung out with them 
at the bird blind. These were the best views they have 
had in several years. She also had a Pine Siskin at the 

Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) flock at Franklin Delano Roosevelt Park in Phila-
delphia, photographed by George Armistead on October 20, 2020.
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feeder in Warminster. Great Horned Owls have been 
hooting from woods near them in Warminster.

Linda Widdop saw a Dickcissel at Pennypack Trust 
last weekend.

Barbara Granger had about 20 Pine Siskins for the 
past few weeks. She noted that they move so fast that 
it was hard to get an exact count. She also had a pair 

of Evening Grosbeaks at home in Wyncote, 
which stayed for three days this past week-
end.

Main Program: Susan Lindee, “Aotearoa-
New Zealand, Land of Birds.” Dr. Susan 
Lindee had a wonderful program with photos 
by Imogen Warren. There are now 57 known 
species of extinct New Zealand birds that 
disappeared either before humans arrived 
on the islands in about 1350, before Euro-
peans arrived in 1769, or over the last 250 
years. The Polynesians who followed migrat-
ing birds to islands across the Pacific annihi-
lated all the dozen or more species of giant 
Flightless Moa. Europeans brought rats, cats, 
dogs, and European birds, presumably car-
rying diseases. Industrialization and indus-
trialized agriculture disrupted ecosystems, 
and many stunning birds disappeared. And 
yet, what can still be seen in New Zealand 
today is exceptional, unique, and remark-
able. During her trips in December 2019 and 
January 2020 with her friend Imogen she fell 
in love with the “confiding” Wrybill, which is 
the only bird in the world with a beak that is 
laterally curved and with the Kea, the world’s 
only alpine parrot, a stunning and almost 

tame creature; with dozens of surf-landing Little Blue 
Penguins; and with the unforgettable Giant Petrel, 
Fernbird, Kaka, Rifleman, and Mollymawk.  Bird life 
in New Zealand is abundant and beautiful. Today, this 
gorgeous land — more appropriately known by its 
indigenous Maori name Aotearoa — is still a remark-
able birding destination.

Pink-footed Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus) found at Green Lane 
Reservoir by Kevin Crilley and photographed by Paul Heveran on 
December 31, 2020. Scores of area birders enjoyed this rare visitor, 
which stayed into the new year and was a Montgomery County 
first for most who saw it. 
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